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THE lords of the Congregation foon found, 
that their zeal had engaged them in an un- 
dertaking, which it was beyond their utmoft ability x^e c?n. 
to accomplifli* The French garrifon, defpifing f-"^^?^'*^ 
their numerous but irregular forces, refufed to fur- difficuitici. 
render Leith, and to depart out of the kingdom ; 
nor were they fufficieiitly ikilful in the art of war 
to reduce the place by force, or pofTeiTed of the 
artillery, or magazines, requifite for that purpofe;, 
and their followers, though of undaunted courage, 
yet, being accuftomed to decide every quarrel by a 
battle, were ftrangers to the fatigues of a long^ 
campaign, and foon became impatient of the fevere 
and conftant duty which a fiege requires. The 
queen's emiiTaries, who found it eafy to mingle 
with their countrymen, were at the utmoft pains to 
heighten their difguft, which difcovered itfelf at 
Vol. II. B firft 
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firft in murmurs and complaints, but on occafion 
of the want of money for paying the army, broke 
'^^'' out into open mutiny^ The moft eminent leaders 
were hardly fecure from the unbridled infolence of 
the foldiers ; while fome of inferior rank, inter- 
pofing too raflily in order to quell them, fell vidtims 
to their ragie. Difcord, conftemation, and per- 
plexity, reigned in the camp of the reformers. 
The duke^ their general, funk, with his. ufual 
timidity, under the terror of approaching danger, 
and difcovered manifeft fymptoms of repentance for 
his rafhnefs in efpouHng fuch a defperate caufe. 
Apply to In this fituation of their affairs, the Congrega- 

ibraiiift. tion had recourfe to Elizabeth, from whole pro* 
tedion they could derive their only reafonablc 
hope of fuccefs. Some of their more fagacious 
leaders, having forefeen that the party might pro- 
bably be involved in great difficulties, had early 
endeavoured to fecure a refource in any fuch exi- 
gency, by entering into a fecret correfpondence 
with the court of England *. Elizabeth, aware of 
the dangerous defigns which the princes of Lorrain 
had formed againft her crown, was early fenfible 
of how much importance it would be, not only to 
check the progrefs of the French in Scotland, but 
to extend her own influence in that kingdom ^ ; 
and perceiving how effedlually the prcfent infur- 
reftions would contribute to retard or defeat the. 
fchemes formed agaihfl: England, (he Uftened with 
pleafure to thefe applications of the malcontents^ 

• Burn. Hift. Rcf. 3. Append. 27S. Keith, Append, 21. 
^ Se€ Append. No. I. 
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fiftd gave them private aflUrances of ^pidwerful fupr ^ ^^^ ^ 
port to their caufe* Randolph*, an agent ex- 
tremely proper for condudting any dark intrigue, 
was difpatched into Scotland, and refiding fecrctly 
among the lords of the Congregation, obfefved 
and quickened theif motions. Money feemed to 
be the only thing they wanted at that time ; and it 
was owing to a feafonable remittance from Eng- 
land **,. that the Scottifli nobles had been enabled to 
take the field, and to advance towards Leith. But 
as Elizabeth was didruftful of the Scots, and ftu* 
dious to preferve appearances with France, her 
fubfidies were beftowed at firft with extreme fru- 
gality* The fubfiftence of an army, and the ex- 
peaces of a fiege, foon exhaufted this penurious 
fupply, to which the lords of the Congregation 
could make kittle addition from their own funds ; 
and the ruin and difperfion of the party muft have * 
inftantly followed. 

* In order to prevent this,.Cockburn of Ormifton £hefen<Js 
was fent, with the utmofl expedition, to the go- fmaTifum 
vernors of the town and caftie of Berwick. As ^^^^^'^^X' 
Berwick was at that time the tow^ of greateft 
importance on the Scottifh frontier. Sir Ralph 
Sadler and Sir James Crofts, perfons of conquer- 
able figure, were employed to coromamd there, 

and were entrufted with a ^ifcretton^y power of 
fupplying the Scottifh malcontents, ?iccording tp ^ 
the exigency of their affairs. From them^Cockbum 
received four thoufend crpwns, biJt little tp the 

^ K^b, Append. 29. 

* Knpy,3i4. Keijb, Append. 44, 
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^ ^.p K advantage of his affociates. The earl of Bothweff^ 
^^^,^> by the queen's inftigation, lay in wait for him ott 
whkh^is'in! his return, difperfed his followers, wounded him, 
leiceptcd, and carried off the money. 

This unexpefted difappointment proved fatal 
to the party. In mere defpair fome of the more 
zealous attempted to affault Leith ; but the French 
beat them back with difgrace, feized their cannon, 
and, purfuing them to the gates of Edinburgh, were 
on the point of entering along with them^ All the 
terror and confufion which the profpeft of pillage 
or of maflacre can excite in a place taken by ftorm, 
filled the city on this occafion. The inhabitants 
fled from the enemy by the oppofite gate; the 
forces of the Congregation were irrcfolute and 
difmayed ; and the queen's partifans in the town 
openly infuked both. At laft, a few of the nobles 
ventured to face thq enemy, who, after plunder- 
ing fome houfes in the fuburbs, retired with their 
booty, and delivered the city from this dreadful 
alarm. 

A SBCOND fkirmifli, which happened a few days 
after, was no lefs unfortunate. The French fent 
out a detachment to intercept a convoy of pro- 
vifions which was defigned for Edinburgh. The 
lords of the Congregation, having intelligence of 
this, marched in all hafle with a confiderable body 
of their troops, and- falling upon the enemy be- 
tween ReftaJHg and Leith, with more gallantry 
than good oondua, were almoft farrounded by a 
fecond party of French, who advanced in order to 
fupport their own men« In thit fitttation a retreat 
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ix^s the only thing which could fave the Scots ; 
but a retreat over marfliy ground, and in the face 
of an enemy fuperior in number, could not long '^^^^ 
be conducted with order. A body of the enemy Thcyrcire 
hung upon their rear, horfe and foot fell into the in confu- 
utmoft confufion, and it was entirely owing to the ^''"* 
over-caution of the French, that any of the party 
efcaped being cut in pieces. 

On this fecond blow, the hopes and fpirits of 
the Congregation funk altogether. They did not 
think themfelves fecure even within the walls of 
Edinburgh, but inftantly determined to retire to 
fome place at a greater diftance from the enemy. 
In vain did the prior of St. Andrew's, and a few 
others, oppofe this cowardly and ignominious 
flight. The dread of the prefent danger prevailed 
over both the fenfe of honour and zeal for the 
caufe. At midnight they fet out from Edinburgh Novcmb. 6. 
in great confuHon^ and marched without halting 
till they arrived at Stirling *• 

During this laft infurredion, the great body of 
the Scottifli nobility joined the Congregation. The 
lords Seton and Borthwick were the only perfons 
of rank who took arms, for the queen, and affifted 
her in defending Leith '". ' Bothwell openly fa- 
voured her caufe, but refided at his ov^ houfe. 
The earl of Huntly, conformable to the crafty 
policy which diftinguiflies his charader, amufed 
the leaders of the Congregation, whom he had 
engaged to afSft, with many fair promifes, but 

J Keith, Append. 21—45. l Keith, Append. 31. 
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B o d K never joined them with a fingle man ». Tlie earj 
w— /-^ of Morton, a member of the Congregation, fluc- 
1559- tuatcd in a ftate of Jrrefolution, and did not a£k 
heartily for the common caufe. Lord Erikine, 
governor of Edinburgh caftle, though a proteftant, 
maintained a neutrality, which he deemfed becom- 
ing the dignity of his office ; and having beei; 
cntrufted by parliament with the command of the 
principal fortrefs in the kingdom, he refolved that 
neither faction ihould get it into their hands. 
MaUiaiiii A pEm^ days before the retreat of the Congregar 

revolts from , r rh i • iiirtl_ 

the queen tion, the quccn fuffered an irrepaj-abie lots by the 
defedion of her principal fecretary, William Maitr 
land of Lethington. His zeal for the reformed 
religion, together with his warm remonftrances 
againft th^ violent meafures which the queen wa$i 
carrying on, expofed him fo much to her refent- 
ment, and to that of her French counfellors, that 
he, fufpecling his life to be in danger, withdrew 
fecretly from Leith, and fled to the lords of the 
Congregation •' j and they with open arms received 
a convert, whofe abilities added both flrength and 
reputation to their caufe. Maitland had early ap- 
plied to public bufinefs admirable natural talents, 
improved by an acquaintance with the liberal arts j 
and, at g, time of life when his countryrnen of the 
fame quality were following the pleafures of the 
chace, or ferving as adventurers in the armies of 
France, he was admitted into all the feprets of the 
cabinet, and put upon a level with perfons of the 
pioft confummate experience in the management 
f Keith, Append. 3J. Knox, 222. ^ Kaox, 192. ' 
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of affairs. He pofleflfed, in an eminent degree, 
that intrepid fpirit which delights in purfuing bold 
defigns, pnd was no iefs mafter of that political 
dexterity which is neceffary for carrying them on 
with fuccefs* But thefe qualities were deeply 
tindured with the neighbouring vices. His ad« , 
drefs fometimes degenerated into cunning; his 
^cutenefs bordered upon excefs ; his invention, 
over-fertile, fuggefted to him, on fome occafions, 
chimerical fyftems of policy, too refined for the 
genius of his age or country ; and his enterpriiing 
fpirit engaged him in projeds vaft and fplendid, but 
beyond his utmoft power to execute. All the 
cotemporary writers, to whatever fadion they be* 
long, mention him with an admiration which no- 
thing could have excited but the greateft fupe- 
riority of penetration and abilities. 

The precipitate retreat of the Congregation in- 
creafed to fuch a degree the terror and confufion 
which had feized the party at Edinburgh, that, be- 
fore the army reached Stirling, it dwindled to an 
inconfiderable number. The fpirit of Knox, how- 
ever, ftill remained undaunted and ered, and hav- 
ing mounted the pulpit, he addreflfed, to his 
defponding hearers, an exhortation, which wonder- 
fully animated and revived them. The heads of 
this difcourfe are inferted in his hiftory ', and afford 
a flriking example of the boldnefs and freedom of 
reproof afTumed by the firft reformers, as wel^^ as 
a fpe.cimen of his own fkill in chufing the topics 
moft fitted to influence and roufc his audience, 
v * Knox, 193. 

4 . B 4 A MJSETr 
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^^11 ^ ^ MEETING of the leaders being called, to eon« 
C-^-**^ fider what courfe they fhould hold, now that theii* 
TheUa's ^wn refources were all exhaufted, and their de- 
of the Con- ftruftion appeared to be unavoidable without 
apply again foreign aid, they turned their eyes once more to 
uth. "' England, and refolved to implore the afTiftance of 
Elizabeth towards finiflling an enterprife, in which 
they had fo fatally experienced their own weaknefs, 
and the ftrength of their adverfaries. Maitland, 
as the mcft able negociator- of the party, was 
employed in this embaffy. In his abfence, and 
during the inaftive feafon of the year, it was 
agreed to difmifs their followers, worn out by the 
fatigues of a campaign which had fo far exceeded 
the ufual time of fervic^. But, in order to pre- 
ferve the counties moft devoted to their inlereft, 
the prior of St. Andrew's, with part of the leaders, 
retired into Fife. The duke of Chatelherault, 
with the reft, fixed his refidence at Hamilton, 
There was little need of Maitland's addrefs or 
eloquence to induce Elizabeth to take his country 
tinder her proteftion. She obferved the preva- 
lence of the Frepch counfels, and the progrefs of 
their arms in Scotland, with great concern ; and as 
flie well forefaw the dangerous tendency of their 
fchemes^in that kingdom, flie had already come to 
a refolution with regard to the part fee herfetf 
would aft, if their power there feould grow ftiU 
more formidable. 
Motives Jj^ order to give the queen and her privy council 

tfimined' a fuU and diftinft view of any important matter 
^m. ^^^ which migl^ come before them, it feems to h?ive 
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been the praftice of Elizabeth's xninifters to pre- 
pare memorials, in which they clearly ftated the 
point under deliberation, laid down the grounds *^^^ 
of the condud; which they held to be mod reafoa* 
*ablej and propofed a method for carrying their 
plan into execution. Two papers of this kind^ 
mtten by Sir William Cecil with his own hand, 
and fubmitted by the queen to the confideration 
of her privy council, ftill remain ^ ; they are en- 
titled, <' A fliort difcuffion of the weighty matter 
of Scotland,' * and do honour to the induftry and 
penetration of that great minifter. The motives 
, which determined the queen- to efpoufe fo warmly 
I the defence of the Congregation, are reprefented 
with perfpicnity and force; and the confequences 
of fuffering the French to eftablifli themfelves in 
Scotland, are predidted with great accuracy and 
difcernment. 
He lays it down as a principle, agreeably to the 
I laws both of God and of nature, that every fpciety 
hath a right to defend iifelf, not only from prefent 
dangers, but from fuch as may probably enfue; 
to which he adds, that nature and reafon teach 
every prince to defend himfelf by the fame means 
which his adverfaries employ to diftrefs ^m. 
Upon thefe grotmds he eftablifhes the righT of 
England to interpofe in the aflfairs of Scotland, 
and to prevent the conqueit of that kingdom, at 
which the French openly aimed. The French, 
he obferves, are the ancient and implacable ene^ 

^ Burn. vol. iii. Append. 2B3. Forbes, i. 387, See* Keith, 
Append. 24. 
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mks of England. Hoftilities had fubfifted between 
the two nations for many centuries. No treaty of 
'^^^ peace into which they entered had ever been cor- 
dial or fincere. No good efFeft was therefore to 
be expefted from the peace lately agreed upon, 
which, being extorted by prefent neceflity, would 
be negligently obferved, and broken on the flighteft 
pretences. In a very fliort time, France would 
recover its former opulence ; and though now 
drained of men and money by a tedious and unfuc^ 
cefeful war, it would quickly be in a condition for 
ia.ding9 and the reftlefs and martial genius of the 
people would render aftion neceffary. The princes \ 
of Lorrain, who at that time had the entire direc* \ 
tion of French affairs, were animated with the 
moft virulent hatred againft the Englifh nation. 
They openly called in queftion the legitimacy 
of the queen's birth, and, by advancing the title 
and pretenfions of their niece the queen of Scot* 
land, ftudied to deprive Elizabeth of her crown^ 
With this view, they had laboured to exclude the 
Engli'fli from the treaty of Chateau en Cambrefis, 
and endeavoured to conclude a fcparate peace with 
Spain. They had perfuaded Henry 11. to permit 
hi%.^aughter-in.law to affume the title and arms of 
queen of England ; and even fince the conclufioxi 
of the peace, they had folicited at Rome, and ol> 
tained, a bull declaring Elizabeth's birth \o be 
illegitimate. Though the wifdom and moderation 
of the conftable Montmorency had for fome time 
checked their career, yet thefe reftraints being 
now renaoved by the death of Henry II, and th^j 
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OF SCOTLAND. II 

tffgrace of his mmifter, the utraoft exceffes ot 
violence were to be dreaded from their furious 
ambition, armed with foyereign power. Scotland *^^^ 
is the quarter where they can attack England witi) 
mod advantage. A war on the borders of that 
coantry, expofes France to no danger, but one 
unfucc€f$ful adion there may hazard the crown, 
and overturn the government, of England. Iq, 
political condudt, it is childifh to wait till the de^ 
figns of an enemy be ripe for execution. The 
Scottifli nobles, after their utmoft efforts, have 
been obliged to quit the field ; and, far from exr 
pelling th^ invaders of their liberties, they behold 
the French power daily increafing, and mud at laft 
ceafe from ftruggling any longer in a conteft fo 
unequal. The invading of England will imme* 
diately follow th^ redudiion of the Scottifh mal- 
contents, by the abandoning of whom to the 
mercy of the French, Elizabeth will open a way 
for her cneniies into the heart of her own king* 
dom, and expofe it to the calamities of war, and 
the danger of conqueft. Nothing therefore re- 
mained but to meet the enemy while yet at a dit 
tapce ftom England, and, by fupporting the Con-* 
gregation with a powerful army, to render Scotkuad 
the theatre of the war, to crufli the defigns ofthe 
princes of Lorrain in their infancy, and, by fuch 
an early and unexpefted effort, to expel the Freqch 
out of Britain, before their power had time to take 
root and grow up to ,any formidable height. But 
as the matter was of as much importance as any 
which could fall pnd^r t}ie confideration of an 

EngUfli 
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Engllfh monarch, wifdom and mature counfel were 
neceffary in the firft place, and afterwards vigour 
and expedition in conduft; the danger was urgent, 
and, by lofing a fingle moment, might become 
unavoidable K 

These arguments produced their full effeO: upon 
Elizabeth, who was jealous, in an extreme degree,, 
of every jpretender to her crown, and no lefs an-r 
xious to preferve the tranquillity, and happinefs of 
her fubjefts. From thefe motives Ihe had afted, 
in granting the Congregation an early fupply of 
money; and from the fante principles fhe deter- 
mined, in their prefent exigency, to afford them 
more effedual aid. One of Maitland's attendants 
was inftantly difpatched into Scotland with the 
ftrongefl affurances of her prdteftion, and the lords 
of the Congregation were defired to fend commiCr 
fioners into England to conclude a treaty, and to 
fettle the operations of the campaign with the duke 
of Norfolk "". 

Meanwhile the queen regent, from whom no 
motion of the Congregation could long be con- 
cealed, dreaded the fuccefs of this negociation ^vith 
the court of England, and forefa>y how little Ihe 
would be able to refift the united efforts of the two 
kingdoms. For this reafon fhe determined, if 
poffible, to get the ftart of Elizabeth j and by^ ven- 
turing, notwithllanding the inclemency of the winter 

* The arguments which the Scots employed, in order to ob- 
tain Elizabeth's affiftance, are urged v^ith great force} in a> pa- 
per of Maitland's, See Append. No. II. 

"* Keith, 114. Rymcr, xv. p. 569. 
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feafoil, to attack the malcontents in thdr pre- ^f,p^ 
feiit difperfed and helplefs fituation, (be hoped to 
put an end to the war before the arrival of their 
Englifli allies. 

A gonsiderajSlb body of her French forces, 
who were augmented about this time by the arrival 
of the count de Martigues, with a thoufand vete- 
ran foot, and fome cavalry, were commanded to 
march to Stirling- Having there crofiednhe Forth, 
they proceeded along the coaft of Fife, deftroying 
and plundering, with exceffive outrage, the boufes 
and lands of thofe whom they deemed their ene- 
mies, Fife was the moft populous and powerful 
county in the kingdom, and moft devoted to the 
CQngregation5 who had hitherto drawn from thence 
their moft confiderable fupplies, both of pien and 
provifions } and therefore, befides puniihing the 
difafiedion of the inhabitants, by pillaging the 
country, the French propofed to feize and fortify 
St. Andrew's, and to leave in it a garrifon fuffi*' 
cient to bridle the mutinous fpirit of the province, 
and to keep pofleilion of a port fituated on the 
main ocean \ 

But on this occafion, the prior of St, Andrew's, 
lord Ruthven, Kirkaldy of Grange, and a few of 
the mod aQive leaders of the Congregation^ per- 
formed, by their bravery and good condud, a 
femce of the utmoft importance to their party. 
Having ailembled fix hundred horfe, they infefted 
the French with continual incurfions, beat up their 
quarters, intercepted their convoys of provilipns, 

cut 
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BOOK cut off their ftraggling parties, and fo harafled therii 
. ^)i^^ t^^ith perpetual alarms, that they prevented then! for 
»559- more than three weeks from advancing ^ / 
1560. At laft the prior^ with his feebk party, was 

conftrained to retir^^ and the French fet out from 
Kirkaldy, and beg&h to move along the coaft to* 
jamia»y23. wards St. Andrew's. They had advanced but a 
few miles, when, from an eminence, they defcried 
a powerful fleet fleering its courfe up the Frith of 
Forth. As they knew that the Marquis D'Elbeuf 
\Vas at that time preparing to fail for Scotland with 
a numerous army, they haftily concluded that thefe 
ihips belonged to them, and gave way to the moft 
immoderate tranfports of joy, on the profpeft of 
this long-expe€ted fuccour. Their great guns were 
already fired to welcome their friends, and to 
fpread the tidings and terror of their arrival among 
fheir enemies, when a fmall boat from the oppo- 
fite coaft landed, and blafted their premature and 
fliort-lived triumph, by informing them, that it 
was the fleet of England which was in fight, in- 
tended for the aid of the Congregation, and was 
foon to be followed by a formidable land army p. 
TtipEngiiA Throughout her whole reign, EMzabeth was 
fo7h«-r 'if!' cautious, but decifive; and, by her promptitude in 
fiftancc. executing her rcfolutions, joined to the deliberation 
with which flie formed them, her adminifl:ration 
became remarkable, no lels for its vigour^ than for 
its wifdom. No fooner did fhe determine to afford 
her protedion to the lords of the Congregation, 
than they experienced the activity, as well as the 

• Knox, 30^. ' Ibid, 203, 
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extent of her power. The feafon of the year book 
would not permit her land army to take the field ; s^^^^^y^ 
but left the French ihould, in the mean time, re- '^^o. 
ceive new reinforcements, flie inftantly ordered a 
ftrong fquadron to cruize in the Frith of Forth. She 
feems, by her inftrudions to Winter her admiral, 
to have been defirous of preferving the appear- 
ances of friendfliip towards the French *». But 
thefe were only appearances ; if any French fleet 
Ihould attempt to land, he was commanded to pre- 
vent it, by every aft of hoftility and violence. It 
was^ the fight of this fquadron, which occafioned at 
firft fo much joy among the French, but which 
foon infpired them with fuch terror, as faved Fife 
from the efFefts of their vengeance. i\pprehenfive 
of being cut oflF from their companions on the op- 
pofite fhore, they retreated towards Stirling with , 

the utmoft precipitation, and in a dreadful feafon, 
and through roads almoft impaffable, arrived at 
Leith, haraffed and exhaufted with fatigue '• 

The Englifli fleet caft anchor in the road of 
Leith, and continuing in that ftation till the con- 
clufion of peace, both prevented the garrifon of 
Leith from receiving fuccours of any kind, and 
confiderably facilitated the operations of their own 
forces by land. 

Soon after the arrival of the Englifli fquadron, Theycw . 
the commiflioaers of the Congregation repaired to treaty wku 
Berwick, and concluded with the duke of Norfolk ?'«''*'!?• 
a treaty, the bond of that union with Elizabeth, 
which was of fo great advantage to the caufe. To 

f Keith, Appendix, 45. Haynes, 23r. ' Knox, 203. 
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give a check to the dangerous and raj>id progrisA 
of the French arms in Scotland^ was the prdfeffed 
'5^0. defign of the contraSing parties* In order to this^ 
the Scots engaged never to fufFer any clofer- union 
of their country with France ; and to defend them* 
felves to the uttermoft againft all attempts of con^ 
quefti Elizabeth, on her part, promifed to era*- 
ploy in Scotland a powerful army for their afTift*- 
unce, which the Scots undertook to join with all 
their forces ; no place in Scotland was to remain 
in the haiids of the Englilh j whatever Ihould be 
taken from the enemy was either to be rafed, or 
kept by the Scots, at their choice ; if any invaiion 
ihould be made upon England, the Scots were 
obliged to aflift Elizabeth with part of their forces ; 
anji, to afcertain their faithful obfervance of the 
treajy, they bound themfelves to deliver hoftages 
to Elizabeth, before the march of her army into 
Scotland; in conclufion, the Scots made many 
proteftations of obedience and loyalty towards 
their own queen, in every thing not inconfiftent 
with their rdigioji, and the liberties of their 
country*. 
TheEugiifh The Englilh army, confifting of fix thoufand 
ftegJto^' foot and two thoufand horfe, under the command 
of lord Gray of Wilton, entered Scotland early in 
the fpring. The members of the Congregation 
aflemibled from all parts of the kingdom tp meet 
their new allies; and having joined them, with 
great multitudes of their followers, they advanced 
pgether towards Leith, The French were little 
I Knox, 217, Haynesi 253, &c. 
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Sible to kdep the field againft an eflehiy fo niiich *^ij^^ 
fuperior id htiinber. A ftrong body of troops^ 
defliiBed for their relief, had been fcattered by a 
violent fiorm, and had either periiked on the coaff 
of France, of with difficulty had recovered the 
ports of that kingdom '• But they hoped to be 
able to ddend Leith^ till the princes of Lorrain 
ihould make good the magnificent promifes of 
affiftance, with which they daily encouraged them J 
or till icarcity of provifions fhould conftrain the 
Engliih to retire into their own country. In order 
to haflen this latter event, they did not negleft th& 
ufual, though barbarous, precaution for diftrefling 
an invading enemy, by burning and laying waftd 
all the adjacent country ". The 2eal, however, of 
the nauon fruftrated their intentions ; eager to con* 
tribute towards removing their oppreffors, the 
people produced their hidden ftores to fuppott 
their friends } the neighbouring counties fupplfed 
every thing heceflary ; and, far from wailting fuft^ 
fiftence, the Englifh found in their camp all forty 
of provifions at a cheaper rao than had for fomci 
lime been known in th^t part of the kingdom ^ 

On die approach of the Engliih army, the 
qaeen regent retired into the cattle of Edinburgh* 
Her hesdth was now ih a declining ffate, and her 
mind broken and depreffed by the misfortunes ot 
her admimftratton. To avoid the danger and fti* 
tigue of a fiege^ ihe committed hdtkkE to' the pr<h 
te£tion of IcH^d Eifldne. This noblemaA ftill pre- 
ferved his neutraiky^ and by his integrity, and love' 

< Mem. de Gaftd. 450. * KnoXy.2a5« ^ Id. ibid* 
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BOOK of his country, merited equally the eftcem of both 

'_f-,'—n^' parties. He received the queen herfelf with the 
»i6o- ytmoft honour and refpeft, but took care to admit 
no fuch retinue as might endanger his. command of 
tbecaftle^ 

April 6. . A FEW days after they arrived in Scotland, the 
Engli(h inverted Leith. The garrifon {hut up 
within the town was almofl half as numerous as the 
army which fat down before it, and by ^n obfti- 
nate defence protraded the fiege to a great length. 
The circumftances of this fiege, related by con- 
temporary hiftorians, men without " knowledge or 
experience in the art of war, are often obfcure and 
ipiperfeft, and at this diftance of time are not con- 
fiderable enough to be entertaining. 

At firft the French endeavoured to keep poffef- 
fion of the Hawk Hill, a rifing ground not far 

April 15. diftant from the town, but were beat from it with 
great flaughter, chiefly by the furious attack of the 
Spottifii cavalry. Within a few days the French 
^ had their full revenge; having fallied out with a 

ftrong body, they entered the Englifli trenches, 
broke their troops, nailed part of their cannon, 
and killed at lead double the number they had loft 
in the former ikirmifli. Nor were the Englifh 
more fortunate in an attempt which they made to 
take the place by affault.; they were met with 

f^i 7^ equal courage, and repulfed with confidcrable lofs. 
Fjom the detail of thefe circumlhinces by the 
writers of that age, it is eafy to obferve the differ- 
ent charafters of the French ahd EngliQi troops. 

y Fprbc«'« Ccdlcft, YoK i, 503, Keith, 122. 
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The former, trained to war, during the ad!ve< 
reigns of Francis L and Henry IL defended tii^m- 
fclves not only with the bravery but with the ikill ^^^®" 
of vetcransw The latter, who had been more ac- 
cuftomed to peace, ftill preferved the intrepid and 
defperate valour peculiar to the nation, but difcc^ 
vered few marks of military genius, or of expe-> 
rience in the pra6Hce of w^r. Every misfortune 
or difappointment during the fiege muft be inui 
puted to manifeft errors in condud. The fuccefs » 
of the befieged in their fally was owing entirely to 
the fecurity and negligence of the Englifli ; many 
of tbdr officers v/ere abfent ; their foldiers had left 
their Aations j and their trenches were almoft with- 
out a guard ^ The ladders, which had been pro* 
vided for the . adault, wanted a great deal of the 
neceflfary length ; and the troops employed in that 
fervice were ill fupported. The trenches Verc 
opened at Rxti in an improper place ; and as it was 
found expedient to change the ground, both time 
and labour were loft. The inability of their own 
generals, no lefs than the ftrength of the French 
garrifon, rendered the progrefs of the Englilh won- 
derfully flow. The long continuance, however, 
of the fiege, ^nd the lofs of part of their magazines 
by an accidental fire, reduced the French to ex- 
treme diftrefs for want of provifions, which the 
profped of relief made them bear with admirable 
fortitude. 

While the hopes and courage of the French 
protracted the fiege fo far beyond expedbtion, the 

• Haynes, 294. 293. 305, 6cc* 
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^'^^ K leaders of fh? Congregation^ were not icHe^ % TOW 
'-i^ ^ '^ii ^ aflbciations and confederacies, they laboured ta 
^3^* unite their party more perfeftly. By publicly^ ra- 
tifying the treaty concluded at Berwick^ they en- 
dieavoui^d to render the alliance with England firn> 
ajid indiiToluble. Among the fubfcribers of thefe 
papers we find the eaii of Huntly, and fome 
others, who had not. hitheno concurred with the 
Congregation in any of their nieafures ". Several 
of thefe lords, particularly the earl of Huntly, ftill 
adhered to the popifli church ; but, oa this occafion^ 
neither their religious fentiments, nor then* former 
cautious maxims, were regarded ; the torrent of 
national refentment and indignation againil'the 
French hurried them on ^. 
Death and The quecu regent, the inflrument, rather tha» 
the queen*" the caufe, of involving Scotland in thofe calamities- 
jule^io." under which it groaned at that time, died during^ 
the heat of the liege. No princefe ever poffefled 
qualities more capable of rendering her adminiftra- 
tipn illuilrious, or the kingdom happy. Of much 

* Burn. voLiii. 287. Knox, 221. Haynesi 261 » 263. 

^ The dread of the French power did on many occafions 
furmount the zeal which the catholic nobles had for their 
religion. Befides the prefumptive evidence for this^ arifing^^ 
from the memorial mentioned by Burnet> Hift* of the Refonib- 
ation, vol. iii« 281. and publiflied by him, App. p* 278; the 
inilra6tion8 of Elizabeth to Randolph her agent, put it beyondt 
all doubt, that many zealous papifts thought the alliance witb 
England to be necefTary for preferving the liberty and inde- 
pendence of the kingdom. Keith, 158. Huntly hienfelf began 
a correspondence with Elizabeth^s minifters, before the marcU 
of the Englifli army into Scotland. Haynea's State Papers^ 
261, 163^ See Append. No* III. 
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Kifcemment, and no Ids addrefs; of great intre- 
pidity and equal prudente; gentle and humane, 
without weaknefs ; zealous for her religion, with* '^^*' 
out bigotry ; a lover of juftice, without rigouV. 
One drcumftance, however, and that too the ex- 
cefs of a virtue, rather than any vice, poifoned all 
thefe great qualitifcs, and rendered her government 
unfortunate, and her name odious. Devoted to the 
intereft of France, her native country, and attached 
to the princes of Lorrain, her brothers, with moft 
paffionatc fondnefs, flie departed, in order to 
gratify them, from every maxim which her own 
wifdom or humanity would have approved. She 
outlived, in a great meafure, that repiuatioh and 
popularity which had fmoothed her way to the 
fiigheft ftation in the kingdom ; and many examples 
of falfehood, and fome of feverity, in the latter 
part of her adminiftration, alienated from her the 
affcftions of a people who had once placed in her 
an unbounded confidence. But^ even by her ene- 
mies, thefe unjuftifiable aftions were imputed to 
the facility, not to the malignity, of her nature ; 
and while they taxed her brothers and French 
counfellors with rafhnefs and cruelty, they ftfll - 
allowed her the praife of prudence and of lenity ^ 
A few days before her death, Ihe defired an inter- " 
view with the prior of St. Andrew's, the ^rl of 
Argyll, and other chiefs of th6 Congregation. To 
them Ihe lamented the fatal iffue of thofe violent 
counfels which (he had been obliged to follow; 
»xd, with the candour natural to a generous tniiidy 

I Buchanan, 324* ' 
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? ^1? ^ confcffed the errors of her own adminiftration, and 
yp--^-^ begged forgivenefs of thofc to whom they had 
*5^^- been hurtful; but at the fame time Ihe warned 
them, amidft their ftruggles for liberty and the 
ibock of arms, not to lofe fight of the loyalty and 
fubjeftion which were due to their fovereign **. The 
remainder of her time (he employed in religious 
jncditations and exercifes. She even invited the 
attendance of Willo?:, one of the moft eminent 
among the reformed preachers, liftened to his in- 
Ani£^ions with reverence and attention *, and pre- 
pared for the approach of death with a decent 
fortitude. 
Motives of NpTHiNG could now fave the French troops 
lo'^coi^ciude Ibut up in Leith, but the immediate conclufion of 
* P*^*'- g peace, or the arrival of a powerful army from 
the continent. The princes of Lorrain amufed 
their party in Scotland with continual ejLpeftaiions 
pf the latter, and had thereby kept alive their 
hopes and their courage ; but, at laft, the fitus^tion 
of Fiance, rather than tlie terror of the .Englifli 
arms, or th^ repionftrances of the Scottifl> mal- 
contents, conftrained them, though with reluc- 
tance, to tvim their thoughts towards pacific coun- 
cils. The proteftants in France were at that time 
a party formidable by their number, apd piore by 
the valour and enterprifing genius of their leaders. 
Francis 11. had treated them with extreme rigour, 
and difcovered, by every ftep he took, a fettled 
yefolutioji to extirpate their religion, and to ruin 
thofe who profeffed it. At the profpeft of tjiis 
t Lcfley, dc Rebus Gcft. Scot. 222. • Knox, 228. 
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danger to themfelves and to their caufe, Hit jvro- 
teftants were alarmed, but not terrified. Ani» 
mated with zeal, and inflamed with refentn^nt^ 
they not only prepared for their own defence, but 
refolved, by fome bold aftion, to anticiptte the 
fchemcs of their enemies ; and as the princes of 
Lorrain were deemed the authors of all the king's' 
violent meafures, they marked them put to be the 
firft viflims of their indignation. Hence, and itot 
from difloyalty to the king, proceeded the famous 
confpiracy of Amboife ; and though the vigilance Maroh 15, 
and good fortune of the princes of Lorrain difco-^ 
vered and difappointed that defign, it was eafy to 
obferve new ftorms gathering in every province of 
the kingdom, and ready to burft out with all the 
fury and outrage of civil war. In this (ituation, the 
ambition of the houfe of Lorrain was called off 
from the thoughts of foreign tonquefts, to defend 
the honour and dignity of the French crown ; and, 
inftead of fending new reinforcements into Scot- 
land, it became neceffary to withdraw the veteran 
troops already employed in that kingdom U 

In order to condud an affair of fo much im- xhenego. 
portance and delicacy, ^he princes of Lorrain made t^at p"ur- "^ 
choice of Monluc bi(hop of Valence, and of the ^^^' 
fieur de Randan. As both thefe, efpecially the 
former, were reckoned inferior to no perfons of 
that age in addrefs and political refinement, Eliza- 
beth oppofed to them ambafladors of equal abili- 
ties; Cecil her prime minifter, a man perhaps of 
the greateft Capacity who had ever held that office ; 

' Lcfley, 224! 
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? ^jP ^ md Wotton dfi9fi of Cstpterbury^ grown old in 
!-r^-??!r» the art pf negotiatjpg under three fuqcefSve mo* 
^? - iwrchs. Thg ij)terielt$ of the French ^d EngUlb 
fourts were foon adjpfted by meii of fo great de^-* 
tjerity m bufmeft } jind as f ranpe eafily cpnfemcd 
|o withdraw thoff forces which liad been the chief 
pccfifioa of tl^ war, the other points in difpnte 
between that kingdom and England wgrp not Qiat* 
tcrs of tedious or of difficult difculfion*. 

The grievances of the Congregation, and their 
demands ypou their Qwn foyereigns fpr redrefs, 
f mployed longer tim^, and required to be treat^4 
with a more delicate hand. After fp many op^fi 
attempts, carried on by command of the l^ng and 
queen, in order to pvertiirn tl^e ancient conftitti- 
tion^ and to fupprefs the religion which tl^ey had 
embraced, thp Scpttifh nobles could not think 
themfelYes fecure, \|^itbout fixing fome new bar- 
rier againfl the futvire eiicroachme;us of reg^l 
power. ;put the legal fteps towards aeqpmpliihiQg 
this were not fo obvious. The Ef ench ambaffadors 
f:onfidered the entering fnto any treaty with fub-i 
jeds, and \vith rebels, as a condi^fceqiipn nnfuit- 
able to the dignity of a fovereign } and their 
fcruples pn this head might h^ye put an en^ to 
the treaty, if the impatience of both parties for 
pqace h^^d not fuggefted an expedient, which ffiW** 
^d to, provide for the fecufity of the fybjeQ:, with- 
out deropting from the honour of the prini:^ • 
Articles of The §cottifh noblcs agreed, on this, pccafion, to 
"^ ^' pafs from ^he point qf right and privilege, and tp 
accept the redrefs of th^ir grievances as a matter 
''"'' '^ * ^' " " '" of- 
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of &yottn Whatever additional fccurlty their anx* b o o k 
iety for perfonal fafety, or their zeal for public v--^ w 
liberty, prompted them to demand, was granted *^^^' 
in the name of Francis and Mary, as aSs of their 
royal favour and indulgence. And, left concJfions 
of this kind ihould feem precarious, and liable to be 
retraced by the fame power which had made 
them, the French • ambafiador agreed to infert 
them in the treaty with Elizabeth, and thereby 
tp bind the king and queen inviolably to obferv^ 
them«» 

Ik relating this tranfa£tion, ^contemporary hifto« 
rians have confounded the conceflions of Francis 
md Mary to their Scottifh fubje^ls, with the treaty 
between Franca and England ; the latter, befides 
the ratification of former treaties between the two 
kingdoms, and ftipulations with regard to the time 
and manper'^of removing both armies out of Scot* 
land, contained an article to which, as the fource 
bf many important events, we ihall often hkve oc* 
ca0on to re&r. The right of Elizabeth to her 
crown is thereby acknowledged in the ftrongeft 
terms; and Francis and Mary folemnly engage 
ndth^r to aifume the title, nor to bear the arms, of 
king and queen of England in any time to come \ 

HoNoyRABi.B as this article \vas for Elizabeth jui^r 6. 
hjCflfelf, the craditions fhe obtained for her allies 
the Scots were no le{s advantageous to them* 
Moniuc find Randan confented, in the name of 

f Keith, 134, ^c. 

** Keith, 134. Rymcr, xv. p, 581. 591, Sec. Haynesj 
325—3^ . . 
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^ iif ^ Francis and Mary, that the French force« in ScoN 
\*.-v—^ land (hould inftantly be fent back into their own 
^^^^' country, and no foreign troops be hereafter intro- 
duced into the kingdom without the knowledge 
and confent of parhament; that the fortifications 
of Leith and Dunbar fhould immediately be rafed, 
and no new fort be ereiSed without the permiflion 
of parliament ; that a parliament (hould be held on 
the firft day of Auguft, and that aflembly be 
deemed as valid in all refpcds as if it had been 
called by the exprefs commandment of the king 
and queen ; that, conformable to the aiicient laws 
and cuftoms of the country, the king and queen 
fliould not declare war or conclude peace without 
the concurrence of parliament ; that, during the 
queen's abfence, the adminiftration of govern- 
ment fhould be vefted in . a council of twelve 
perfdns, to be chofen out of twenty-four named 
by parliament, itvtjx of which council to be 
ele6:ed by the queen, and five by the parlia- 
ment 5 that hereafter the king and queen {hould 
not advance foreigners to places of truft or dignity 
in the kingdom, nor confer the offices of treafurer 
or comptroller of the revenues upon any eccle- 
fiaftic ; that an act of oblivion, abolifliing the guilt 
and memory of all offences . committed fmce the 
fixth of March one thoufend five hundred'and fifty- 
eighti fhould be paffed in the enfoing parliament, 
aud be ratified by the king and. queen ;. that t^e 
king and queen fhould not, under the colour of 
punifhing any violation of their authority duripg 
that period, feek to deprive any of their fubje^fj of 
t}iq offices, benefices, or eftates, which they now 

heldi 
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kid; that the redrefs due to churchmen, for the 
injuries which they had fuftained during the late 
infurreaion?, fhould be left entirely to the cog- *5^°* 
nizance of parliament. With regard to religious 
controverfies, the ambafladors declared that they 
would not prefume to decide, but permitted the 
parliament, at their firft meeting, to examine the 
points in difference, and to reprefent their fenfe of 
them to the king and queen V 

To fuch a memorable period did the lords of thc eS*As 
the Congregation, by their courage and perfe- *** *'* 
verance, conduct an enterpr'fe which at firft pro* 
raifed a very different ifTue. From beginnings 
extremely feeble, and ^ven contemptible, the party 
grew by degrees to great power ; and, being fa- 
voured by many fortunate incidents, baffled all the 
efforts of their own queen, aided by the forces of a 
more confiderable kingdom. The fovereign autho- 
fity was by this treaty transferred wholly into the 
hands of the Congregation ; that limited preroga- 
tive, which the crown had hitherto pofTefTed, was 
almoft entirely annihilated ; and the ariftocratical 
power, which always predominated in the Scottifh 
government, became fupreme and incontrolable. 
By this treaty, too, the influence of France, which 
had long been of much weight in the affairs of 
Scotland, was greatly diminifhed ; and not only 
were the prefent encroachmentjS of that ambitious 
ally reflrained, but, by confederating with Eng- 
land, .proteftioh was provided againft any future 
attempt from the fame quarter. At the fame time, 
fhe controArerfies in religion being left to the con- 

* * Keith, 137, &c. 
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fideration of parliament, the proteftants might 
reckon upon obtaining whatever decifion was moft 
^560. favourable to the opinions which they profcffed. 

A FEW days after the conclufion of the treaty, 
both the French and Englilh armies quitted Scot- 
land. 
Apariia- The cycs of every man in that kingdom were 
meuih^id. turned towards the approaching parliament. A 
meeting, fummoned in a manner fo extraordinary, 
at fuch a critical jundure, and to ddiberate upon 
matters of fo much confequence, was expedled 
with the utmoft anxiety. 

A Scottish parliament fuitable to the arifto» 
cratical genius of the government, was properly 
an afiembly of the nobles. It was* compofed of 
bifhops, abbots, barons, and a few commiffioners 
of boroughs, who met altogether in one houfe. 
The lefler barons, though poiTefled of a right to 
be prefent, either in perfon or by their reprefenta- 
lives, feldom exercifed it. The expence of at- 
tending, according to the fafliion of the times, 
with a numerous train of vafTals and dependants ; 
the inattention of a martial age to the forms and 
detail of civil government ; but, above all, the ex- 
orbitant authority of the greater nobles, who had 
drawn the whole power into their own hands, made 
this privilege of fo little value, as to be almoft 
negleded, . It appears from the ancient rolls, that, 
during times of tranquillity, few commiffioners of 
boroughs, and almoft none of the lefTer barons, 
appeared in parliament. The ordinary adminiftra- 
tiou of government was abandoned, withput fcrupl^ 

3 ^^ 
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orjealoofy^ to the king and to the greater barcms« 
But in extmoirdiitary conjun&Bres, \i^hen the 
ftnugglc far liberty was violent^ aiKi the fpirit of ^^^°' 
eppofiti<»i to the crcswn rofe to an height, the bur- 
geffes aJ3d lefiey barons were roofed from their 
inaftivity, and flood forth ta vindicate the rights 
of their country. The turbulent reign of James III. 
aSbrds examples in proof of this obfervation^. 
The public indignation ag^inft the raih defigns of 
that weak and ill-advifed prince^ brought into par- 
liament^ beGdes the greater nobles and prelates, a> 
confiderable number of the leffer barons* 

Th£ fame caafes occafioned the unufual con* 
fioence of all orders of men to the parliament^ 
>vhich met on ihe firft of Augulh The univeriaL 
paflioafor liberty, civil and religious, which had; 
&ized the nation, fuffered few pcrfons to remaitL 
unconcerned fpe&ators of an aflembly, whofe a&ft 
were likely to^ prove decifive with refpedt to both- 
from all. comars of the kingdom men flocked in». 
eager and determined to aid, with their voices im 
the fenate^ the fame caufe which they liad defeodedb 
with their fwords in the field. Beftdes a. full con** 
veodoa of peex^ temporal and fpiiitual, there ap- 
peared the reprefenta^ives of almofl: all the boK 
roughs, and above aahundredbaroos, who,.thou£^ 
of the lefler order, were gentlemen of the firft lanfe 
and fortune in the nation ^ 

The parliament was ready to enter on bufinefa^ 
with th.e utmoft zeal, when a difficulty was ilarted; 
CQacemin^ the lawfiilnefs, of the meeting* NOr 

f^Keith, 141. * ^^* ^4^* 
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commidioner appeared in the name of the king 
and queen, and no figiiification of their eonfent 
^^^^^ and approbation was yet received. Thcfc were 
deemed by many effential to the very being of a 
parliament. But in oppofition to this fentiment, 
the exprefs words of the treaty of Edinburgh were 
urged, by which this affembiy was declared to be 
as valid, in all refpefts, as if it had been called 
and appointed by the exprefs command of the king 
and queen. As the adherents of the Congregation 
greatly outnumbered their adverfaries, the latter 
opinion prevailed. Their boldeft leaders, and thofe 
of moft approved, zeal, were chofen to be lords 
of the articles, . who formed a committee of ancient 
ufe, and of great importance in the Scottilh par- 
liament ■". The deliberations of the lords of the 
articles were carried on with the moft unanimous 
and aQive zeal. The a6k of oblivion, the nomi- 
nation of twenty-four perfons, out of whom the 
council, intrufted with fupreme ?iuthority, was to 
be elected ; and every other thing prefcribed by 
theJate treaty, or which feeraed neceffary to ren* 
der it effedual, pafled, without difpute or delay. 
Its proceed- xhe atticle of religion employed longer time, and 
regard to was attended with greater difficitky. It was 
reh-i..n. fcrought iuto parliament by a petition from thofe 
who adopted the principles of the Reformation. 

""From an original letter of Hamilton, archbifhop of St. 
Andrew's, it "appears, that the lords of articles were chofeii 
in the manner afterwards appointed by an adt of parliament, 
i'^33. Keith, p. 487. Spottifwood Teems to Confidcr this 
to have becft the common pradice. Hid. 149. 
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Many dodrmes of the popilh church were a ton* 
tradifUon to reafon^ and a difgrace tp religion ; its 
difcipline had become corrupt and opprefiive ; and 
its revenues were both exorbitant and ill-apptied. 
Againft all thefe the proteftants remonflrated with 
the utmoft afperity of ftyle, which indignation at 
their abfardity, or experience of their pernicious 
tendency, could infpire ; and, encouraged by the 
number as well as zeal of their friends, to improve 
fitch a f<|rourabIe jundure, they aimed the blow 
at the whole fabric of popdry ; and befought the 
parliament to interpofe its authority for redifying 
thefe multiplied abufes \ 

Several prelates, zealoufly attached to the 
ancient fuperftition, were prefent in this parlia- 
ment. But,, during thefe vigorous proceedings of 
the proteftants, they ftood confounded and at gaze; 
and perfevered in a filence which was fatal to their 
caufe. They deemed it impoffible to refift or 
divert that torrent of religious zeal, which was flill 
in its full ftrength ; they dreaded that their oppo-- 
fition would irritate . their adverfaries and excite 
them to new aSs of violence; they hoped that the 
king and queen would foon be at kifure to put a 
ftop to the career of their infolent' fubjeds^ and • 
that, after the jage and havoc of the prefent ftdrm^ 
the former tranquillity and order yfovxld be reftored 
to the church and kingdom. They were willing, 
perhaps, to facrifice the dodrine, and even the 
power of the churqh, in order to enfure the fafety 
of their own perfons, and to prefcrve the poffeffion 

" Knox, 2^7. 

of 



^' 1*tt£ ttlSTOftY 

^ n? ^ ®^ *^^^ I'eVenues which were ftill in their hand?* 

<* ^»* , ^ From whatever motives they aded, their filence, 

*^^^ which wits imputed to the confcioufnefs of a bad 

caufe, afforded il^acter of great triumph to the 

protefliants, and ehcowaged them to proceed with 

more boldnefs and alacrity \ 

The parliament did not think it enough to con- 
demn thofe doftrincs mentioned iii the petition of 
the protcftants ; they moreover gave the fanftion of 
their approbation to a Confeffion of Faith prefented 
to them by the reformed teachers ^ ; and compofed, 
as might be expeded from fuch a performance at 
that junfture, on purpofe to expofe the abfurd tenets 
and practices of the Roniilh church. By another aft, 
the jurifdiftion of the ecclefiaftical courts was abo- 
lished, and the caufes which formerly came under 
their cognizance were transferred to the decifion 
of civil judges^. By a third ftatute, the exercife 
of religious worlhip, according to the rites of the 
Romiih church, was prohibited. The manner in 
which the parliament enforced the obfervation of 
this law difcoyers the zeal of that ailembly ; the 
firit tranfgrefiion £ubje£l:ed the offender to the for- 
feiture of his goods, and to a corporal punifhment, 
at the difcretipn of the judge j banifliment was the; 
penalty of a fecond violation of the law ; and a 
third a£t of difobedience wa& declared to be capi- 
tal '• Such ilrangers were men at that time to the 
fpirit of toleration, and to the laws of humanity; 
a]i4 with fuch indecent hafte 'did the very perfons 
who had juft efcaped the rigour of eccl^Qafticsd 

• Knozy 253. !» Id. ibid, 

« Keith, 152. [ Knox, 254- 
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tyranny, proceed to inlitate thdfe ei^amptes of '^i?.^ 
feverity of which they thtmfelves had fo juftly ^'^^'v'***^ 
Complained. *^ 

The Vigorous 2eal of the parliament overturned wiihregMi 

^ . ' to the !*•▼•• 

in a few day» the ancient fyftem of religion, which nuttof iht 
had been eftabliihed fo many ages. In reforming ^ " 
the do&ine And difcipline of the church, the 
nobles kept pace with the ardour and expeftationt 
even of Knox himfelf. But theii* proceedings, 
^vitb refpe£l to thefe, were not more rapid and 
impetuous, than they were flow and dilatory when 
they entered on the confideration of ecclefiaftical 
revenues. Among the lay members, fome were 
already enriched with the fpoils of the church, and 
others devoured in expedbation the wealthy bene* 
fices which dill remained untouched. The altera* 
tion in religion had aflTorded many of the dignified 
ecclefiaftics themfelves an opportunity of gratifying 
their avarice or ambition. The demolition of the 
monafteries having fet the monks at liberty froiti 
their confinement, they indantly difperfed all over 
the kingdom, and comnionly betook themfelves 
to fome fecular employment* The abbot, if he 
had been fo fortunate as to embrace the principles 
of the Reformation from convidion, or fo cunning 
as to efpoufe them out of policy^ feiieed the whole 
revenues of the. fraternity; and, except what he 
allowed for the fubfiftence of a few fuperannuated 
monks', applied them entirely to his own ufe^ 
The propofal made by the reformed teachers, for 
applying thefe revenues towards the maintenance 

* Keith, 496. Appendi Z90, 191. 
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^11?*" ofmmifters, the education of youth, and the fap- 
Sp*p^/--^ port of the poor, was equally dreaded by all thefe 
^^^°' orders of men. They oppofed it with the utmoft 
warmth, and by their numbers and authority eafily 
prevailed on the parliament to give no ear to fuch a 
difagreeable demand'. Zealous as the firft re- 
formers were, and animated with a fpirit fuperior 
to the low confiderations of intereft, they beheld 
thefe early fymptoms of felfifhnefs and avarice 
among their adherents with amazement and for- 
• row ; and we find Knox exprefling the utmoft fen- 
fibilily of that contempt with which they were 
treated by many from whom he expected a more 
generous concern for the fuccefs of religion and the 
iionour of its minifters \ 
The vniidi- A DIFFICULTY hath been ftarted with regard to 
p^n^.ment ^^^ ^^^ of this parliament concerning religion. 
called in i^j^jg difficulty, which at fuch a diftance of time is 
of no importance, was founded on the words of 
•* the treaty of Edinburgh. By that,' the- parliament 
were permitted to take into confideration the ftate 
of religion, and to fignify their fentiments of it 
to the king and queen. But, inftead of prefent- 
ing their defires to their fdvereigns in the humble 
•form of a fupplication or addrefs, the parliament 
converted them into fo many afts ;• which, al- 
though they never received the royal affent, ob- 
tained, all over the kingdom, the weight and 
authority of laws^ In compliance with their in- 
junftions, the eftablifhed fyftem of religion was 
every, where overthro^^n, and that recommended 
by the reformers introduced in its place. The 
' See Append. No, IV. ° Knox, 239. 256. 
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partiality and* zeal of the people overlooked* or ^^j^^ 
fupplied any defeft in the form of thefe ads of v^— /-^-^ 
parliament, and rendered the obfervance of them '^ ^* 
more univerfal than ever bad been yielded to the 
(iatutes of the moft regular or conftitutional 
affembly. By thofe proceedings, it muft, how- 
ever, be confeffed, that the parliament, or rather 
the nation, violated the laft article in the treaty 
of Edinburgh, and even exceeded the powers . 
which belong to fubjeds. But when once men 
have been accuftomed to break through the com-' 
men boundaries of fubjeflion, and their minds are 
inflamed with the paffions which civil war infpires, 
it is mere pedantry or ignorance to meafure their 
conduQ: by thofe rules, which can be applied only 
where ^government is in a ftate of order and tran- 
quillity. A nation, when obliged to employ fuch 
extraordinary efforts in defence of its liberties, 
avails itfelf of every thing which can promote tliis 
great end ; and the neceffity of the cafe, as well as 
the importance of the objefl:, juftify any depar- 
ture from the common and eftabliihed rules of tlie • 
conftitution. 

Ik confequence of the treaty of Edinburgh, as Ambaifj- 
well as by the ordinary forms of bufmefs, it be- the^^lrV\!!I 
came neceffary to lay the proceedings of parlia- ^^^\^^ 
ment before the king and queen, ^'or this pur- 
pofe. Sir James Sandilands of Calder lord St. John 
was appointed to repair to the court of France. 
After holding a courfe fo irregular, the leadei-s o( 
the Congregation had no reafou to flatter them- 
felves that Frwcis and Mary would ever approve 
D a their 
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their condud, or confirm it by their royal altenf* 
The Inception of thdrambaflador was no other than 
'^^^' they might have cxpcfted. He was treated by^the 
king and queen with rhe utmoft coldnefs, and dif' 
mified without obtaining the ratification of the par- 
liament's proceedings. From the princes of Lor* 
rain, and their partizans, he endured all the fcom 
and infalt which it was natural for them to pourv 
upon the party he reprefented "". 
andioEu. Though the carls of Morton, Glencaim, and 
Maithnd of Lethington, the ambaffadors of the 
parliament to Elizabeth their proteftrefs, met with 
a very different reception; they were not more 
fuccefsful in one part of xk\t negociation entrufted 
to their care. The Scots, fenfible of the fecu- 
rity which they derived from their union with 
England, were defirous of rendering itindifTo- 
^ luble. With this view they empowered thefe 
eminent leaders of their party to teftify to Eliigai* 
f bet}!^ their gratitude for that feafonable and effe£tual 
aid Which Ihe had afforded them, and at the fame 
time to befeech her to render the friendfliip be«^ 
tween the nations perpetual, by condefcending to 
marry the earl of Arran, who, though a fubje£k, 
was nearly allied to the royal family of Scotland^ 
and, after Mary, the undoubted heir to the crown. 
To the former part of this commiflion Elizabeth 
Mened with the utmoft fatisfitftion, and encou- 
raged the Scots, in any future exigency, to hope 
for the continuance of her good offices ; with re- 

' Knox, 255. Bttch. 527. State F^pcn publiitied by 
f lord Hardwicke, vol. z. p* 1251 &c» 

gard 




OF SCOTLAND. 37 

gard to the latter, fhe difcovered thofe fentiments 
to which (he adhered throughout her whole reign. 
Averfe from marriage, as feme maintain through 
choice, but more probably cut of policy, that am* 
bitious princefs. would never admit any partner to 
the throne ; but, delighted with the entire and un« 
controlled exercife of power, ihe facrificed to the 
enjoyment of that, the hopes of tranfmitting her 
crown to her own pofterity. The marriage with 
the earl of Arran could not be attended with any 
fuch extraordinary advantage, as to (hake this 
rcfolution; (he declined it therefore, but with 
many e^preflions of good-will towards the Scotti(h 
nation, and of refped for Arran hinifelf ^. 

Towards the conclufKHi of this year, diftin* The death 
guKhed by fo many renu^rkable events, there hap- jj ^'*"*''* 
pened one of great importance. On the fourth of 
December died Francis 11. a prince of a feeble 
eonftitution, and of a mean underftanding. As he 
did not leave any iiTue by the queen, no incident 
could have been more fortunate to thofe who, 
during the late commotions in Scotland, had taken 
part with the Congregation. Mary, by the charms 
of ' her beauty, had acquired an entire afcendant 
over her hufband; and as (he transferred all her in« 
fluence to her uncles the princes of Lorrain, Francis 
followed them implicitly in whatever track they 
were pleated to lead him. The power of France, 
under fuch dife^Uon, alarmed the ScottUh mal- 
contents with apprehenfions of danger, no left 
formidable than welt founded* The inteftine dif* 

y Burxu 3, Append. 30S. Keith| 154, &c. 
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^^UL^ orders which raged in France, and the feafonable 
y-^^-*?-^ interpofition of England in behalf of the Congre^ 
'^ ^' gation, had hitherto prevented the princes of 
Lorrain from carrying their defigns upon Scot- 
land into execution. But, under their vigorous 
and decifive adminiftration, it was impoffible that 
the commotions in France could be of long con-r 
tinuance, and many things might fall in to divert 
Elizabeth's attention,- for the future, froin the 
affairs of Scotland. In either of thefe events, the 
Scots would ftand expofed to all the vengeance 
which the refentment of the French court could 
inflift. The blow, however long fufpended, was 
unavoidable, and muft fall at laft with redoubled 
weight. From this profpeft and expeftation of 
danger, the Scots were delivered by the death of 
Francis; the ancient confederacy of the two king-? 
doms had already been broken, and by this event 
the chief bond of union which remained was dif- 
folved. Catherine of Medicis, who, during the 
xninority of Charles IX. her fecond fon, engroffed 
the entire direflidn of the French councils, was 
. far from any thoughts of vindicating the Scottifh 
queen's authority. Catherine and Mary had been 
rivals in power during the reign of Francis IL and 
had contended for the government of that weak 
and unexperienced prince; but as the charms of 
the wife eafily triumphed over the authority of the 
mother, Catherine could neyer forgive fuch a dif- 
appointment in her favourite paffion, and beheld 
now, with fecret pleafure, the difficult and per? 
plexing ffene pix which her daughter-in-law was 
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about to enter. Mary, overwhelmed with all the 
forrow which fo fad a reverfe of fortune could oc- 
cafion ; flighted by the queen-mother * ; and for- 
faken by the tribe of courtiers, who appear only in 
the funfliine of profpericy, retired to Rheims, and Maryretirei 
there in folitude indulged her grief, or hid her co"urt of 
indignation. Even the princes of Lorrain were ^""^*' 
obliged to contrafl: their views ; to turn them from 
foreign to domeftic objefts ; and, inftead of form- 
ing vaft projeSs with regard to Britain, they found 
it neceffary to think of acquiring and eftablifhing 
an intereft with the new adminiftration. 

It is impoflible to defcribe the emotions of joy 
which, on all thefe accounts, the death of the 
French ntonarch excited among the Scots. They 
regarded it as the only event which could give 
firmnefs and ftability to that fyftem of religion and 
-government which was now introduced ; and it is 
tie wonder contemporary hiftorians fiaould afcribe - 
it to the immediate care of Providence, which, 
by unforefeen expedients, can fecure the peace 
and happinefs of kingdoms, in thofe^ fituations 
where human prudence and invention would utterly 
defpair \ 

About this time the proteftant church of Scot- Eflabiiih- 

* , ment ot 

land began to aflume a regular form. Its prm- pieftyte- 
ciples had obtained the fanction of public autho- gpvem- 
rity, and fome fixed external policy became 
neceffary for the government and prefervation of - 
the infant fociety. The model introduced by the 
reformers differed extremely from that which liad 

* Hcnault, 340. Calleln. 454. " * Knox, 259. 

D 4 . been 



ment. 



4a THE HISTORY 

S o o ]( beea long eftabli(hed. The motives which induced 
y.^ ...^ them to depart fo far from the ancieat fyftem de- 
H^» ferve to be explained* 

The licentious lives of the clergy, as has been 
Itlready obferved, feem to have been among the 
firtt things that excited any fufpicion concerning 
th^ truth of the doftrines which they taught, and 
Toufed that fpirit of Inquiry which proved fatal to 
the popifh fyftem. As this difguft at the vices of 
4^cclefiaftics was foon transferred to their perfpnSt 
^d ihifting from them, by no violent tranfition^ 
fettled at lafl: upon the offices which they enjoyed i 
the e^e£ts of the Reformation would naturally 
have extended not only to the dodrine, but to thf$ 
form of governtnent in the popifh church } and 
the fame fpirit which abolifhed the fonner» would 
bave overturned the latter* Ii\it in the arr^g^* 
jnents \^luch took place in the different kingdoms 
and (latea of Europe in confequence of the 'B^e^- 
formation, we may obferve fomething fimilar to 
what happened upon the iirfl; eftabliihment of 
Chriftianity in th^ Romap empire. In both p^- 
riods^ the form of ecclefiaftical policy wa^ mo- 
delled, in fome meafure, upon that of the civil 
.government. When the Chriilian church was 
patroniied and eftabliihed by the ftate, the iurif- 
diftion of the various orders of th^ ecclefiaftics, 
^iftinguiflied by the names of Patriarchs, Arch- 
bifhopsi and Biihopsj^ was ms^d^ to correfpond 
with the various div^fions of the empire ; an4 the 
^clefiaftic of chief eminence in each of thefe piof- 
(effed authority, more or l^fs e^tenfive, in projpor* 

tipn 
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ricwi to that of the civfl magiftrate who prefided ^^^^^ 
over the tune diftri£b. When the Reformation ^.^^-^ 
took place^ the epifcopal form of goveramait, ^^^^ 
^^kh its various ranks and degrees of fubordina- 
tion» appearing to be moft conllftent with the 
genius of monarchy, it was continued, with a few 
limitations, in feveral. ^provinces of Germ^ny^.in 
England, and in the northern kingdoms. But in 
Switzerland and fome parts of the Low Coun«- 
tries, where the popular form of government 
allowed more full fcope to the innovating genius 
of the Reformation, all pre-eminence of order in 
the church was dcftroyed, and an equality effa* 
blifhed ;nore fuitable to the fpirit of republican 
poHcy. As the model of epifcopal government 
was copied from that of the Chriftian church as 
eftabfilhed in the Roman empire, the fituation of 
the primitive church, prior to its eftabliihmenc by ' 
civil authority, feems to have fuggefted the idea, 
and furaiihed the model, of the latter fyftem, which 
has fince been denominated Prejbyterian. The firft 
Chriftians, oppreflfed by continual perfecutions, and 
obliged to hold their religious aifemblies by ilealth 
juid in comers, were contented with a form of go^ 
vemment extremely fimple. The influence of re- 
ligion concurred with the fenfe of danger, in ex- 
tingjuiihing among them the fpirit of ambition, and 
in preferving a parity of rank, the effed of their 
fafferings, and the caufe of many of their virtues. 
Calvin, whofe decifions were received among many 
proteftants of that age with incredible fubmiflion, 
was t|ie patron and reftorer of this fcheme of eccle- 

iiadjcal 
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BOOK fiaftical policy. The church of Geneva, formed 

\.^»^s,m,^ under his eye and by his direftion, was deemed the 

i'^^®* moft perfeft model of this government ; and Knox, 

who, during his refidence in that city, had ftudied 

and admired it, warmly recommended it to the 

imitation of his countrymen. 

Among the Scottifli nobility, fome hated the 
perfons, and others coveted the wealth, of the dig- 
nified clergy. By abolifliing that order of men, 
the former indulged their refentment, and the lat- 
ter hoped to gratify their avarice. The. people, 
inflamed with the moft violent averfion to popery, 
and approving of every fcheme that departed far- 
theft from the prafticc of the Romifli church, 
were delighted with a fyftem fo admirably fuited 
to their predominant paflion : while the friends of 
Ijivil liberty beheld with pleafurethe proteftant 
clergy pulling down with their own hands that 
fabric of ecclefiaftical power which their predecef- 
fors had reared with fo much art and induftry ; 
and flattered themfelves that, by lending their aid 
to ftrip churchmen of their dignity and wealth, 
they might entirely deliver the nation from theii: 
exorbitant and oppreflive jurifdiftion. The new 
mode of government eafily made its way among 
men thus prepared, by their various interefts and 
paflipns, for its reception. 

But, on the firft introduSion of his fyftem, 
^ox did not deem it expedient to depart alto- 
gether from the ancient form \ Inftead of bifhops, 

' gpotfwood, 158. 
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he propofed to eftablilh ten or twelve fuperintend- 
ants in different parts of the kingdom. Thefe, 
as the name implies, were empowered to infped 
the life and doftrine of the other clergy. They 
prefided in the inferior judicatories of the church, 
and performed feveral other parts of the epifcopal 
funAion. Their jurifdidion, however, extended 
to facred things only ; they claimed no feat in par^ 
liament, and pretended no right to the dignity or 
revenues of the former bifliops. 

The number of inferior* clergy, to whom the 
care of parochial duty could be committed, was 
ftill extremely fmall ; they had embraced the prin- 
ciples of the Reformation at different times, and 
from various motives ; during the public commo- 
tions, they were fcattered, merely by chance, over 
the different provinces of the kingdom ; and in ^ 
few places only were formed into regular claffes or 
focieties. The firft general affembly of the church, Dec. !«, 
which was held this year, bears all the marks of 
an infant and unformed fociety. The members 
were but few in number, and of no confiderable 
rank ; no uniform or confiftent rule feems to have 
been obferved in eledting them. From a great 
part of the kingdom no reprefentatives appeared. 
In the name of fome entire counties, but one per- 
fon was prefent ; while, in other places, a fingle 
town or church . fent feveral members. A con- 
vention, fo feeble and irregular, could not polfefs 
extenfive authority ; and,- confcious of their own 
weaknefs, the members put an end to their de- 

batesjp 
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bates, wichout veaturiiig upon any decifion pf 
much importance % 
'5^*' In order to give greater ftrength and confidence 

tp the prefbyterian plan, Knox, with the aififtance 
of his brethren, compofed the firft book of dif* 
cipline, which contains the model ot platform of 
the intended policy**, They.prefented it to a con- 
vention of eftates, which was held in the begiQ- 

jan. 15, ning of this year* Whatever regulations were pro- 
pofed with regard to ecclefiaflieal difcipline and jp* 
rifdi^on, would havejsafily obtained the (an(tion 
of that affembly j but a defign to recover the pa- 
trimony of the church, which is there infmuated^ 
met with a very different reception* 

In vain did the clergy difplay the advantages 
vhich would accrue to the public, by a proper ap- 
plication of ecclefiailical revenues. In vain did 
they propofe, by an impartial diftribution of this 
fund^ to promote true religion, to encourage learn- 
ing, and to fupport the poor. In vain did they 
even intermingle threatenings of the divine dif- 
pleafure againfl: the unjuH: detainers of what was 
appropriated to a facred ufe* The nobles held fail 
the prey which they had feized ; and, beftowing 
upon the propofal the name of a devwt imapna-^ 
tion^ they affe^ed to coniider it as a projed altck 
gether vifiouary, and treated it with the utmoft 
(corn% 

Th€ queen Xhis couTention appointed the prior of St. An* 

invited 10 _ - • V • • • 1 

return into drcw s to repau" to the queen, and to mvite her 
^p^iand. ^^ return into her native country, and to affumc 

.' Keith, 493. * Spotf, 152. \ j:no«, %tfi^ 
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the r^SoB of goyernment, which bad been too long 
committed to other hands. Though fome of her 
fnb^eds dreaded her return, and others forefaw '^^'' 
dangerous confequences with which it might be 
attended^, the bulk of them defired it with fo 
much ardour, that the invitation was given with 
the greateft appearance of unanimity. But the 
zeal of the Roman catholics got the ftart of the 
prior in paying court to Mary ; and Lefly, after- 
wards btfhop of Rofs, who was commiflioned by 
them, arrived before him jat the place of her refi- 
dence *. Lefly endeavoured to infufe into the 
queen^s mind fufpicions of her proteftant fubje&s, 
and to perfuade her to throw herfelf entirely into 
the arms of thofe who adhered to her own re- 
ligion. For this pu^-pofe, he inlifted that (he 
ihould land at Aberdeen ; and, as the proteftant 
dodrines had made no confiderable progrefs in. 
that part of the kingdom, he gave her aflurance of 
being joined in a few days by twenty thoufimd 
men ; and flattered her that, with fuch an army^ 
encouraged by her prefence and authoiity, (ht 
might eafily overturn the reformed churchy before 
it was firmly fettled on iti foundations. 

But, at this jundare, the princet of Lorrain 
were not difpofed to liften to this extravagant and 
dangerous propofal. Intent dn defending them^^ 
ielves agamfl Catherine df Mdfids, whofe infii* 
dious policy was employed in tmdermintng their 
exwbi^nt po4er, they had no leifure to attend to 
the afl&irs of Scotland^ and wiihed their niece to 

■' See Appeod. No. V* f Xicfly» sa;. 

take. 
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take pofleilion of her kingdom with as litde dif^ 
turbance as pdffible. The French officers too^ 
who had ferved in Scotland, diiTuaded Mary from 
all violent raeafures; and, by reprdfenting the 
power and number of the proteftants to be irr^fift- 
ible, determined her to court them by every art j 
and rather to employ the leading men of that party 
as mioiilers, than to provoke them, by a fruitlefs 
oppofition, te become her enemies \ Hence pro- 
ceeded the confidence and affeftion with which 
the prior of St. Andrew's was received by the 
qpeen* His reprefenlation of the flate of the king- 
dom gained great credit; and Lefly beheld with 
regret the new channel in which court favour was 
likely to run. 

Another convention of eftates was held in 
May. The arrival of an ambaffador from France 

. feems to have been the occafion of this meeting. 
K[e was inftrufted to folicit the Scots to renew 
their ancienjt alliance with France, to break their 
new confederacy with England, and to reftote the 

. popifh ecclefiaftics to the poffeffion of. their reve- 

^ nues and the ei^rcife of their fundtions. It. is no 
ealy matter to form any conjefture concerning the 
intentions of the French court in making thefe ex- 
traordinary and ill-timed propofitions. They were 
rejefted with that fcorn vrfiich might well have 
been expeded from the temper of the nation '. 

In this convention, the proteftant clergy did not 
obtain a more favourable audience than fortnerly, 

- suid their profpedl of recovering the patrimony of 

i }A^\r. 61. * Knox, z6^. 175. 

the 
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the phurch ftiU remained as diftant and uncertain ^^^^^^ 
as ever. But, with regard to another point, they <.-*'* v ^ 
found the zeal of the nobles in no degree abated* '^^'' 
The book of difcipline feemed to require that the 
^lonuments of popery, which (till remained in the 
kingdom, ihould be demolifhed^; and, though 
neither the fame pretence of policy, nor the fame 
ungovernable rage of the people, remained to juf- 
tify or excufe this barbarous havoc, the conven- 
tion, confidering every religious fabric as a reHc of 
idolatry, paflfed fentence upon them by an aft in 
form; and perfons the mofl: remarkable for the 
aftivity of their zeal were appointed to put it in 
execution. Abbies, cathedrals, churches, libraries, 
records, and even the fepulchres of the dead, 
periflied in one common ruin. The ftorm of po- 
pular infurredtion, though impetuous and irrefift- 
ible, had extended only to a few counties, and foon 
fpent its rage ; but now a deliberate and univer- 
fal rapine completed the devaftation of every thing 
venerable and magnificent which had efcaped its 
violence \ 

In the mean time, Mary was in no hafte to^re- Maiy be* 
turn into Scotland. Accuftomed to the elegance, pi"© foriu 
fplendour, and gaiety of a polite court, fhe ftill 
fondly lingered in France, the fcene of all thefe 
enjoyments, and contemplated with horror the 
barbarifm of her own country, and the turbulence 
of her fubjefts, which prefented her with a very 
different face lof things. The impatience, how- 
ever,- of her people, the perfuafions of her uncles, 
^ Spotfwood, 153. ; Ibid. 174. 

4 but. 
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but, above all, the ftudied and mortifying n$gk6t 
with whieh (he tiras treated by the queen mother, 
*5^'- forced her to think of beginning this difagreeable 
voyage ". But while (he was preparing for it, there 
were fown between her and Elizabeth the feeds ef 
that pef fonal jealoufy and difcord, which embittered 
the life and fliortened the days of the Scottifli queen. 
oiigiriof The ratification of the late treaty of Edinburgh 
bVi^l^ir*^ ^*^« the immediate occafion of this fatal animofity ; 
EUx!b^h ^^^ *^"^ ^^"'^ ^^ ^ ^*y much deeper. Almoft 
every article in that treaty had been executed by 
both parties with a fcrupulous exadnefs. The for- 
tifications of Leith were demolifiied, and the 
armies of France and England withdrawn within 
the appointed time. The grievances of the Scot- 
tilh malcoments were redreffed, and they had ob- 
tained whatever they could demand for their future 
fecurity. With regard to all thefe, Mary could 
have little reafon to decline, or Elizabeth to urge, 
the ratificatipn of the treaty. 

The fixth article remained the only fource of 
conteft and difficulty. No minifter ever. Altered 
fiiOre deeply into the fchemes of his foverdgn, or 
purfued theti^ witb more dexterity and fuccefs, than 
Cecik In t^e conduct of the negociation at Edin- 
burgh, the found undeirftanding of this able politi- 
cian had proved greatly an overmatch for Monluc's 
' refinements in intrigue, and had artfully induced the 
French ambaffiidora, not only to acknowledge that 
tlUe crowns of England and Ireland did of right 
fceloiig to Elizabe^ alone, but alfo to promife, 

.^ Brantome, Jebb, vol. ii* 48a. 

.3 that 
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tl^at in all times to come Mary fhould abftain from ^ ^jj| ^ 
ufing the titles, or bearing the arms, of thofe ^-i***^"*-*/ 
kingdoms. - '^ '* 

Th4 ratification of this article would have been 
of the moft fatal confequence to Mary. 1 he crown 
of England was an objeft worthy of her ambition. 
Her pretenfions to it gave her great dignity and 
importance in the eyes of all Europe. By many, 
her title was efteemed preferable to that of Eliza- 
beth. Among the Englifli themfelves, the Roman 
catholics, who formed at that time a numerous and 
adive party, openly efpoufed this opinion ; and 
even the proteftants, who ftfpported Elizabeth's 
throne, could not deny the queen of Scots to 
be her immediate heir. A proper opportunity to 
avail herfelf of all thefe advantages could not, in 
the courfe of things, be fiar diftant, and many in- . 
cidents might fall in, to bring this opportunity 
nearer than was expedted. In thefe circumftances, 
Mary, by ratifying the article in difpute, would 
have loil that rank which fhe had hitherto held 
among neighbouring princes ; the zeal of her ad- 
herents mufl have gradually cooled ; and fhe might 
have renounced, from that moment, all hopes of 
ever wearing the Englifli crown ". 

None of thefe beneficial confequences efcaped 
the penetrating eye of Elizabeth, who, for this 
reafon, had recourfe to every thing by which flic 
could hope either to footh or frighten the Scottifli 
queen into a compliance with her demands ; and if 
that princefs had been fo unadvifed as to ratify the 
I Haync8, 373, &c. 

Vol. II. E ' rafli 
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^ ?n ^ '^''^ conceffioni of her ambaffadors, Elizabeth, by 
— .--*^ that deed, would have acquired an advantage, 
'^^'' which, under her management, muft have turned 
to great account. By fuch a renunciation, the 
queftion with regard to the right of fucceffion 
would have been left altogether open and un- 
decided ; and, by means of that, Elizabeth might 
either have kept her rival in perpetual anxiety and 
dependence, or, by the authority of her parlia- 
ment, flie might have broken in upon the order of 
lineal fucceiSon, and transferred the crown to fome 
other defcendant of the royal blood. The former 
conduft (he obferved towards James VI. whom, 
during his whole reign, flie held in perpetual fear 
and fubjeftion. The latter and more rigorous 
method of proceeding would, in all probability, 
have been employed againft Mary, whom, for 
many reafons, fhe both envied and hated. 

Nor was this ftep beyond her power, unprece- 
dented in the hiftory, or inconfiftent with the con- 
ftitution of England. Though fucceffion by here- 
ditary right be an idea fo natural and fo popular, 
that it has been eftabliflied in almoft every civil- 
ized nation, yet England affords many memorable 
inftances ^f deviations from that rule. The crown 
of that kingdom having once been feized by the 
hand of a conqueror, this invited the bold and en- 
ferprifing in every age to imitate fuch an illuftrious 
example of fortunate ambition. From the lime of 
William the Norman, the regular courfe of de- 
fcent had feldom continued through three fuccef- 
five reigns. Thofe princes, whofe intrigues or 
valour opened to them a way to the throne, called 
7 in 
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in the audiority of the great council of the na- ?o<5J^ 
tion to confirm their dubious titles. Hence parliar '^"^^'^^ 
mentary and hereditary right became in England '^^'' 
of equal confideration. That great affembly claim- 
ed and actually poffeffed a power of altering the 
order of regal fucceffion ; and even fo late as Hen- 
ry VIII. an a€k of parliament had authorifed that 
capricious monarch to fettle the order of fucceffion 
at his pleafure. TheJEnglifh, jealous of their re- 
ligious liberty, and averfe from the dommion of 
ftrangers, would have eagerly adopted the paffions 
of their fovereign, and might have been eafily in- 
duced to exclude the Scottifli line from the right of 
fucceeding to the crown. Thefe feem to have 
been the views of both queens, and thefe were the 
difficulties which retarded the ratification of the , 
treaty of Edinburgh. 

But, if the fources of their difcord were to be 
traced no higher than this treaty, an inconfiderable 
alteration in the words of it might have brought. 
the prefent queftion to an amicable iflTue.^ The in- 
definite and ambiguous expreffion which Cecil had 
inferted into the treaty, might have been changed • 

into one more limited but more precife j and 
IVIary, inftead of promifing to abftain from bearing 
the title of Queen of England, in all times to 
come, might have engaged not to aflTume that title 
during the life of Elizabeth, or the lives of her law- 
ful poft^erity *•. 

Such 

** This expedient for terminating the difference between ^ 

Elizabeth and Mary waf fo obvious, that it could not fail 
of prcfenting itfcif to the Tiew of the Englifli miniftcrs. 

Ez " There 
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■ Such an amendment, however, did not fuit the 
views of either queen. Though Mary had been 
obUged'to fufpend for fome time the profecution 
of her title to the Englifli crown, Ihe had not 
however relinquifhed it. She determined to revive 
her claim on the firfl: profpedt otfuccefs, and was 
unwilling to bind herfelf, by a pofitive engage* 
, ment, not to take advantage of any fuch fortunate 
occurrence. Nor would the alteration have been 
more acceptable to Elizabeth, who, by agreeing to 
it, would have tacitly recognifed the right of her 
rival to afcend the throne after her deceafe. But 
neither the Scottlfli nor Englifli queen durfl: avow 
thefe fecret fentiments of their hearts. Any open 

** There hath been a matter fecretly thought of (fays Cecil 
in a letter to Throkmorton, July 14, 1561)/ which 1 dare 
cemmunicate to you, although I mean never to be an au- 
thor thereof; and that ia, if an accord might be made be- 
twixt cur miflrefs and the Scottifh queen, that this (hould 
by parliament in Scotland, &c. furrendcr unto the queen's 
majefty all matter of claim, and unto the heirs of her body; 
and in confideration thereof, the Scottifh queen's intereft 
fhould be^ acknowledged in default of heirs of the body of the 
queen's majcfty. Well, Gbd fend our miftrcfs a hufband, 
and by time a fon, that we may hope our pofterity ftall have 
a mafculine fucccflion* This matter is too big for weak 
folks, and top deep, for fimple. The queen's majelly knoweth 
of it," Hardw, State Pap. i. 174. But with regard to every 
point relating to the fucceffion, Elizabeth was fo jealous and 
fo apt to take offence, that hermoft confidential minifters 
durft not urge her to advance one ftep farther than ihe her« 
fclf chofe to go. Cecil, mentioning fome fcheme about the 
fuccefliQin, if the queen ftiould not marry or leave iffue, 
adds, with his ufual caution : •* This fong hath many- 
parts ; but, for my part, I Jiavc no iltill but in plain fong." 
Ibid. 178. 

difcovery 
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difcovery of an inclination to difturb the tranquil- ^ ^^f ^ 
lity of England, or to wreft the fceptre out of Eli- <--^v-»./ 
zabeth's hands, might have proved fatal to Mary's '^ *' 
pretenfions* Any fufpicion of a defign to alter the 
order of fucceffion, and to fet afide the claim of 
the Scottiih queen, would have expofed Elizabeth 
to much and deferved cenfure, and have raifed up 
againft her many and dangerous enemies. Thefe, 
however carefully concealed or artfully difguifed, 
were, in all probability, the real motives which 
determined the one queen to folicir, and the other 
to refufe, the ratification of the treaty in its origi- 
^nal form ; while neither had recourfe to that expli- 
cation of it, which, to an heart unwarped by, politic 
cal intereft, and fincerely defirous of union and 
concord, would have appeared fo obvious and 
natural. 

But, though confiderations of intereft firft occa- \ 

iioned this rupture between the Britifli queens, ri- 
vallhip of another kind contributed to widen the 
' breach, and female jealoufy increafed the violence 
of their political hatred. Elizabeth, with all thofe 
extraordinary qualities by which (he equalled or 
furpaffed fuch of her fex as have meritedi the 
greateft renown, difcovered an admiration of her 
own perfon, to a degree which women of ordinary 
underftandings either do not entertain, or pru- 
dently endeavour to conceal. Her attention to 
drcfs, her folicitude to difplay her charms, her 
love of flattery, were all exceffive. Nor were thefe 
weaknefles confined to that period of life when 
they are more pardonable. Even in very advanced 
E 3 " years. 
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years, the wifeft woman of that, or perhaps of any 




other age, wore the garb, and afFefted the man- 
ners of a girl p. Though Elizabeth was as much 
inferior to Mary in beauty and gracefulnefs of per- 
fon, as Ihe excelled her in political abilities and in 
the arts of government, (he was weak enough to 
compare herfelf with the Scottifh queen ** ; and as 
it was impollible flie could be altogether ignorant 
how much Mary gained by the comparifon, (he 
envied and hated her as a rival by whom {he was 
eclipfed. In judging of the conduft of princes, we 
are apt to afcribe too much to political motives, 
and too little to the pafTions which they feel in 
common with the reft of mankind. In order to 
account for Elizabeth's prefent, as well as her fub- 
fequent conduft towards Mary, we muft not always 
confider her as a queen, we muft fometimes regard 
*■ ^ her merely as a woman, 

Elizabeth, though no ftranger to Mary's difE- 
culties with refpeft to the treaty, continued to urge 
her, by repeated applications, to ratify it \ Mary, 
under various pretences, ftill contrived to gain 
time, and to elude the requeft. But while the one 
queen folicited with perfevering importunity, and 
the other evaded with artful .delay, they both ftu- 
died an extreme politenefs of behaviour, and load- 
ed each other with profeffions of fifterly love, with 
reciprocal declarations of unchangeable efteem and 
amity. 

' Johnfton Hift. .Rer. Britan. 34.6, 347. Carte, vol. iiu 
, 6^g> Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors, article E/Jex^ 
J Mclvil, 98, ' Keith, 157. 160, &c. 

It 



OF SCOTLAND, J5 

It was not long before Mary was convinced, ^ ^J^^ 
that among princes thefe expreiHons of friendfcip v-^v-*^ 
are commonly far diftant from the heart. In fail- £Uslb^ 
lag from France to Scotland, the courfe lies along JJ*^"^*'^^ 
the Englifh coaft. In order to be fafe from the fafe-con- 
kifiiits of^^tbe Englifh fleet, or, in cafe of temped- 
nous weather, to fecure a retreat in the, harbours of 
that kingdpm, Mary fent M. D'Oyfel to demand 
of Elizabeth a fafe-<:onduft during her voyage. 
This requeft, which decency alone obliged one 
prince to grant to another, Elizabeth rejeded, in 
fuch a manner as gave rife to no flight fufpicion of 
a defign, either to obftruft the paflage, or to inter- 
cept the perfon of the Scottifli queen \ 

Mary, in a long conference with Throkmor-i 
ton, the Englifli ambaflador in France, explained 
her fentiments concerning this ungenerous beha^ 
viour of his miftrefs, in a drain of dignified expo* ^n 

ftulation, which conveys an idea of her abilities, 
addrefs, and fpirit, as advantageous as any tranf- 
zQion in her reign. Mary was at that time only 
in her eighteenth year ; and as Thr6kmorton's ac- 
count of what pafled in his interview with her, is 
addrefled diredly to Elizabeth % that dexterous 
courtier, we may be well aflured, did not embel- 
lifli the difcourfe of the Scottifli queen with any 
colouring too favourable. 

Whatever refentment Mary might feel, it did Marybegfiw 
not retard her departure from France. She was ^"^^^y'*** 
accompanied (o Calais, the place where ihe em- 

* Keith, 171/ Camden. See Appendu, No. YI. 

* Cabbala, p-374* Keith, lyOj, &c, 
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BOOK barked, in a manner fuitable to her dignity, as the 
v,.^ ^^ queen of two powerful kingdoms. Six princes of 
?5^i- Lorrain, her uncles, with many of the moftcemi- 
nent among the French nobles, were in hei; retin 
nue. Catherine, who fecretly rejoiced at her de4 
parture, graced it with every circumftanc^ of mag» 
nificence and refpeS. After bidding ^ieu to.hen. 
inourning attendants, with a fad he^rt^ 'pad eycfc 
bathed in tears, Mary left that kingdoib, -the fliort 
but only fcene of her life in which fortune fmiled 
upon her. While the French coaft continued in 
fight, flie intently gazed upon it, and mufing, in 
a thoughtful poflure, on that height of fortune 
whence fhe had fallen, and prefaging, perhaps, the 
difafters and calamities which embittered the re- 
mainder of her days, fhe fighed often, and cried 
out, "Farewell, France! Farewell, beloved coun» 
** try, which 1 fliall never more behold !^' Even 
when the darknefs of the night had hid the land 
from her view, (he would neither retire to the 
cabin, nor tafte food, but commanding a couch to 
be placed on the deck, flie there waited the return 
of clay with the utni'oft impatience. Fortune footh*- 
ed her on this occafion ; the galley made little way 
during the night. In the morning, the coaft of 
France was ftill within fight, and fhe continued to 
feed her melancholy with the profpeft ; and, as 
long as her eyes could diftinguifli it, to utter the 
fame tender expreflions of regret "• At laft a briik 
gale arofe, by the favour of which for fomc days, 

" Brantome, 483. He himfclf was in the fame galley witb 
the gu^cn, 

an4 
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and afterwards under the cover of a thick fog, 
Mary efcaped the Englifli fleet, which, as fhe ap- 
prehended, lay in wait in order to intercept her* ; '5<>«- 
and OH the nineteenth. of Auguft, after an abfence 
of near thirteen years, landed fafcly at Leith in her 
native kingdom. 

Mary was received by her fubiefts with fhouts Arrives in 

Scotlartdt 

and acclamations.of joy, and with every dcmonftra- 
tion of welcome and regard. But as her arrival 
was unexpeded, and no fuitable preparation had 
been made for it, they could not, with all their ef- 
forts, hide from her the poverty of the country, 
and were obliged to condu& her to the palace of 
Hdyrood-houfe with little pomp. The queen, 
accuftomed from her infancy to fplendour and mag- 
nificence, and fond of them, as was natural at her 
age, could not help obferving the change in hef 
fituation, and feemed to be deeply afieded with it^. 

* Goodal, Tol. i. 175.^ Camden infinuates, rather than 
affirms, that it was the obje6l of the Englifh fleet to intercept 
Mary. This, however, feems to be doubtful. Elizabeth 
pofitively afierts that, at the requed of the king of Spain, (he 
had fitted out a few (hips of flender force, in order to clear the 
narrow feas of pirates, which infefted them ; and (he appeals 
for the truth of this to Mary's own minifters. App. No. VI. 
Cecil, in a letter to Throkmorton, Aug. 26, 1561, informs 
him, that **thc queen's fliips, which were upon the fcas to 
clean fe them of pirates, faw her [i. e. Mary], and faluted 
her galleys, and flaying her fliips, examined them of pirates^ 
and difmifled them gently. One Scottifh (hip they detain as 
vehemently fufpeded of piracy.*' Hard. State Papers, i. 1 76. 
Caftelnau, who accompanitd Mary in this voyage, confirme the 
circumftance of her galleys being in fight of the Englifli fleet. 
Mem. ap. Jebb, xi. 455. 

7 Brant. 484. 
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^^ni^ Never did any prince afcend the throne at a 
^— ^."^i^^ jundure which called for mbre wifdom in council, 
suiVofihe ^^ more courage and fteadineft in adion. The 
kingdom at j-ggg q{ rcligious controverfy was ftill unabated. 
The memory of paft oppreflioh exafperated the 
proteftants ; the ^fmart of recent injuries rendered 
the papifts defperate; both were zealous, fierce, 
and irreconcileable. The abfence of their fovereign 
had accuftomed the nobles to independence ; and, 
during the late commotions, they had acquired 
fuch an increafe of wealth, by the fpoils of the 
church, as threw great weight into the fcale of the 
ariftocracy, which flood not in need of any accef- 
fion of power. 1 he kingdom had long been un- 
der the government of regents, who exerciied a 
delegated jurifdidion, attended with little a^itho- 
rity, and which infpired no reverence. A ftate of 
pure anarchy had prevailed for the two laft years, 
without a regent, without a fupreme council, with- 
out the power, or even the form, of a regular go- 
vernment ^. A licentious fpirit, unacquainted with 
fubordination, and difdaining the reftraints of law 
and juftice, had fpread among, all ranks of men. 
The influence of France, the ancient ally of the 
kingdom, was withdrawn or defpifed* The £ng- 
lifh, of enemies become confederates, had grown 
into confidence with the nation, and had gained 
an afcendant over all its councils. The Scottifh 
' monarchs did not derive more fplendour or power 
from the friendfliip of the former, than they had 
rcafon to dread injury and diminution from the 

* Keith, Appendix, 92. 

inter- 



OP SCOTLAND; S9 

mterpofition of the latter. Every confideration, book 
whether of intereft or of felf-prefervation, obliged w— A-i^ 
Elizabeth to deprefs the royal authority in Scot- '5^'- 
land, and to create the prince perpetual difficulties, 
by fomenting the fpirit of diflatisfadion among the 
people. 

In this poftin-e were the affairs of Scotland, when 
the adminiftration fell into the hands of a young 
queen, not nineteen years of age, unacquainted 
with the manners and laws of her country, a 
ftranger to her fubjefts, without experience, with- 
out allies, and almoft: without a friend. 

On the other hand, in Mary's fituation we find 
fome circumftances, which, though they did not 
balance thefe difadvantages, contributed however 
to alleviate them ; and, with ikilful management, 
might have produced great effects. Her fubjefts, 
unaccuftomed fo long to the refidence cf their 
prince, were not only dazzled by the novelty and 
fplendour of the royal prefence, but infpired with 
awe and reverence. Befides the places of power 
and profit beftowed by the favour of a prince, his 
proteSion, his familiarity, and even his fmiles, 
confer honour and win the hearts of men. From 
all corners of the kingdom, the nobles crowded to 
teftify their duty and affeftion to their fovereign, 
and ftudied by every art to wipe out the memory 
of pad mifconduft, and to lay in a (lock of future 
merit. The amufements and gaiety of her court, 
which was filled with the moft accompliflied of the 
French nobility, who had attended her, began to 
fofiten and to poliih the rude manners of the nation. 

Mary 
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^ ^^p ^ Mary herfelf poffeffed many of thofe qualifications 
^— -V-*** which raife afFedion and procure efteem. I'he 
^^^^* beauty and gracefuhiefs of her perf^n drew univer- 
fal admiration, the elegance and poUterifefs of her 
manners commanded general refpcd. To all the 
charms of her own fex, (he added many of the ac* 
complifhments of the other. The progrefs (he 
had made in all the arts and fciences, which were 
then deemed neceffary or ornamental, was far be- 
yond what is comnwnly attained by princes ; and 
all her other qualities were rendered more agreeable 
by a courteous affability, which, without leffening 
the dignity of a prince, fteals on the hearts of fub- 
jefts with a bewitching infinuation. 

From thqfe cifcumftances, notwithftanding the 
threatening afpeft of affairs at Mary's return into 
Scotland; notwithftanding the clouds which ga- 
thered on every hand, a political obferver would 
have predicted a very different iffue of her reign ; 
and, whatever fudden gufts of faftion he might have 
expeded, he would never have dreaded the de- 
ftrudive violence of that ftorm which followed. 

While all parties were contending who fhould 
difcover the moft dutiful attachment to the queen, 
the zealous and impatient fpirit of the age broke 
out in a remarkable inftance. On the Sunday 
after her arrival, the queen commanded mafs to be 
celebrated in the chapel of her palace. The firft 
rumour of this occafioned a fecret murmuring 
among the proteftants who attended the court j 
complaints and threatenings foon followed ; the 
fervants belonging to the chapel were infuUe4 ?ind 

abufed; 
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abufed ; alid, if the prior of St. Andrew's had not ^^^^^ 
feafonably interpofed, the rioters might have pror ' — ^--"^^ 
cecvled to the utmoft exceffes*. '- *' 

It is impoffible, at this diftance of time, and 
under circumftances fo very different, to conceive 
the violence of that zeal againft popery, whieh then 
poffefled the nation. EveVy inflance of conde- 
fcenfion to the papifts was deemed an aft of 
apoftacy, and the toleration of a fingle mafs pro- 
nounced to be more formidable ta the nation than 
the invafion of ten thoufand armed men ^. Under 
the influence of thefe opinions, many proteftants 
would have ventured to go dangerous lengths; 
and, without attempting to convince their fove- 
reign by argument, or to reclaim her by indulgence, 
would have abruptly denied her the liberty of wor- 
fliipping God in that manner which alone fhe 
thought acceptable to him. But the prior of St. 
Andrew's, and other leaders of the party, not only 
reftrained this impetuous fpirit, *but, in fpite of 
the murmurs of the people and the exclamations 
of the preachers, obtained for the queen and her 
domeftics the undifturbed exercife of the catholic 
religion. Near an hundred years after this pe- 
riod, when the violence of religious animofities 
had begun to fubfide, when time and the progrefs 
of learning had enlarged the views of the human 
mind, an Englifli houfe of commons refufed to 
indulge the wife of their fovereign in the private 
ufe of the mafs. The proteftant leaders deferve, 
on this occafion, the praife both of wifdom and of 
* K,nox^ 284. Haines, 372. * Knox, 287. , 

moderaHon 



62 THE HISTORY 

moderation for coiKluft fo different. Bat,- at the 
fame time, whoever refleds upon the encroaching 
'^^^' and fanguinary fpirit of popery in that age, will be 
for from treating the fears and caution of the more 
zealous reformers as altogether imaginary, and defti- 
tute of any real foundation. 

The leaders of the proteftants, however, by 
this prudent compliance with the prejudices of their 
fovereign, obtained from her a proclamation highly 
favourable to their religion, which was iffued fix 
Aug. 25. days after her arrival in Scotland. The reformed 
doftrine, though eftabliftied over all the kingdom 
by the parliament, which met in confequ^ice of 
the treaty of pacification, had .never received the 
countenance or fanftion of royal authority. In or- 
der to quiet the minds of thofe who had embraced 
that doftrine, and to remove any dread of motefta- 
tion which they might entertain, Mary declared, 
** that until fhe 0iould take final orders concerning 
religion, with advice to parliament, any attempt 
to alter or fubvert the religion which fhe found 
univerfally praftifed in the realm, fhould be deem- 
ed a capital crime^** Next year a fecond procla-' 
mation to the fame effeft was publifhed"*. 
sheempfioyi The qucfcn, conformably to the plan which had 
teflanisin been concerted in France, committed the acimi- 
Uraibm""" niflration of affairs entirely to proteflants. Her 
- council was filled with the mofl eminent perfons of 
that party ; not a fingle papift was admitted into 
any degree of confidence *. The prior of St. An- 
drew's and Maitland of Lethington feemed to hold 

* Keith, 504. ^ Ibid. 510. • Knox, 285. 
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the firft place in the queen's affefUon, and poffeffed book 

all the power a$ well as reputation of favourite ^ ^^^-^^ 

minifters. Her choice could not have fallen upon ^^^^-^ 
perfons more acceptable to her people; and, by 
their prudent advice, Mary conduced herfelf with 
fo much moderation, and deference to the fenti- 
ments of the nation, as could not fail of gaining 
the afFedlion of her fubjefts ^, the firmeft founda- 
tion of a prince's power, and the only genuine 
fource of his happinefs and glory. 

A CORDIAL reconcilement with Elizabeth wa* Attempt 
another objeft of great importance to Mary ; and zJ^Z^^^ 
though (he feems to have had it much at heart, la **''""'^* 
the beginning of her adminiftration, to accdmpKfh 
fuch a defirable conjundioii, yet many events oc- 
curred to widen, rather than to clofe, the breach. 
The formal offices of friaidfliip, however, are fel* 
dom neglefted among princes; and Elizabeth, who 
had attempted fo openly to obftrufl: the queen's 
voyage into Scotland, did not fail, a few days after 
her arrival, to command Randolph to congratulate 
her fafe return. Mary, that fhe might be on equal 
terms with her, fent Maitland to the Englifli court, 
with many ceremonious expreffions of regard for 
Elizabeth «. Both the ambafladors were received 
with the utmoft civility ; and on each fide the pro- 
feffions of kindnefs, as they were made with little 
fmcerity, were liftened to with proportional credit. 

Both were intruded, however, with fomething 
more than mere matter of ceremony. Randolph 
urged Mary, with frelh import i^nity, to ratify the 
'Lcfly, 43J. * Keith, i8r. &c. 
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treaty of Edinburgh* Maitland .endeavoured to 
amufe Elizabeth, by apologizing for the dilatory 
'^^** conduft of his miftrefs with regard to tjiat point. 
The multiplicity of public affairs fin^e^ber arrival in 
Scotland, the importance of the qaeftion in difpute, 
and the abfence of many noblemen^ with whom 
fhe was obliged in decency to confult, were the pre- 
tences offered in excufe for her conduct ; the real 
caufes of it were thofe which have already been 
mentioned. But, in order to extricate herfelf out 
of thefe difficulties, into which the treaty of Edin- 
burgh had led her, Mary was brought to yield a 
point, which formerly fhe feemed determined ne- 
ver to give up. She inflrufted Maitland to (ignify 
her willingnefs to difclaim any right to the crown 
of England, during the life of Elizabeth, and the 
lives of her poflerity ; if, in failure of thefe, fhe 
were, declared next heir by an a£l of parliament **. 

Reasonable as this propofal might appear to 
Mary, who thereby precluded herfelf from dif- 
turbing Elizabeth's pofTeffion of the throne, no- 
thing could J)e more inconfiflent w^ith Elizabeth's 
interefl, or more contradictory to a palfion which 
predominated in the charadler of that princefs. 
Notwithflanding all the great. qualities which threw 
fuch luftre on her reign, we may obferve, that fhe 
was tindured with a jealoufy of her right to the 
crown, which often betrayed her into meaa and 
ungenerous adions. The peculiarity of her fitua- 
tion heightened, no. doubt, and increafed, but did 
not infufe, this pafTion. It defcended to her from 

^ Camden, 387. Buch. 529. 
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Henry Vll. hcfr grandfather, Mfhom, in fcveral fea- * ^^^ ^ 
tures of his charafler, fhe nearly refembled. Like ^^i^v^ 
him, fhe fufiered the title by which fhe held the '^^^ 
crown to remain ambiguous and controverted, 
rather than fubmit it to parliamentary difcuilion, 
or derive any addition to her right from fuch 
authority. Like him, (he obferved every pre* 
tender to the fucceffion, not only with that atten- 
tion which prudence prefcribes, but with that aver- 
fion which fufpicion infpires* The prefent uncer- 
.tainty with regard to the right of fucceffion operated 
for Elizabeth's advantage, both on her fubjeds and 
on her rivals. Among the former, every lover of 
his country regarded her life as the great fecurity 
of the national tranquillity ; and chofe rather to 
acknowledge a title which was dubious, than to 
fearch for one that was unknown. The latter, 
while nothing was decided, were held in depend* 
ence, and obliged to court her. .The manner in 
which fhe received this ill-timed propofal of the 
Scottiih queen, was no other than might have 
been expeded. She reje&ed it in 1 peremptory 
tone, with many expreffions of a refolution never 
to permit a point of (o much delicacy to be 
touched^ I * 

About this time the queen made her public s«pt u 
entry into Edinburgh with great pomp* Nothing 
was negle&ed that could exprefs the duty and 
affedion of the citizens towards their fovereign. 
Bdt, amidft thefe demonftratiohs of regard, the 
genius and fentimehts of the natimi difcovered 
diemfelves in. j^- chrq^mftance^ which, though in* 

Voj^ IL J* confiderable. 
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confiderable, ought not to be overlooked. As it 
was the mode of the times, to exhibit many 
pageants at every public folemnity, mod of thefe^ 
on this occafion, were contrived to be reprefenta- 
tions of the vengeance which the Almighty had 
inflifted upon idolaters '• Even while they ftudied 
to amufe and to flatter the queen, her fubjeft* 
could not refrain from teftifying their abhorrence 
of that religion which ihe profefled. 

To reftore the regular adminiftration of juftice, 
and to reform the internal policy of the country^ 
became the next objeft of the queen's care. The 
laws cnafted for prefervation of public order, 
and the fecurity of private property, were nearly 
the fame in Scotland as in every other civilized 
country. But the nature of the Scottifli conftitu- 
lion, the feeblenefs of regal authority, the exorbi- 
tant power of the nobles, the violence of faftion^ 
and the fierce manners of the people, rendered 
the execution of thefe laws feeble, irregular, and 
partial. In the counties which bor4er on England, 
this defefl: was moll apparent j and the confe- 
quences of it moft fenfibly felt. The inhabitants, 
ftrangers to induftry, averfe from labour, and un- 
acquainted \vith the arts of peace, fubfifted chiefly 
by fpoil and pillage ; and, being confederated in 
fepts or clans, committed thefe exceffes not only 
with impunity, but even with honour. During the 
junfettled fliate of the kingdom from the death of 
James V. this dangerous licefice had grown to an 
unufual height; and the inroads and rapine of thofe 
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ffedbooters were become no lefs intolerable to ^^^ *^ 
their own countrymen than to the Englifli. To Vl*-^-ii-^' 
reftrain and punifli thefe outrages, was an aftion '^^'* 
equally popular in both kingdoms. The prior of 
St, Andi-ew's was the perfon chofen for this im- 
portant fervicc, and extraordinary powers, together 
with the title of the queen's lieutenant, were vefted 
in him for that purpofe. 

Nothing can be more furprifing to men ac« 
cuftomed to regular government, than the prepa- 
rations made on this occafion. They were fuch as 
might be expefted in the rudeft and moft imper- 
fed ftate of fociety. The freeholders of eleven 
feveral counties, with all their followers completely 
armed, were fummoned to affift the lieutenant in 
the difcharge of his office. Every thing refembled 
a military expedition, rather than the progrefs of a 
court of juftice ^. The prior executed his com- 
miffion with fuch vigour and prudence, as acquired 
him a great increafe of reputation and popularity 
among his countrymen. Numbers of the banditti 
fuflfered the punifliment due to their crimes ; and, 
by* the impartial and rigorous adminiftration of 
juftice, order and tranquillity were reftored to that 
part oFthe kingdom. 

During the abfence of the prior of St. An- The papiAi 
drew*s, the leaders of the popifli faftion feem to vafnT ^ get 
have taken fome fteps towjards infmuating them- ^[ih^h«?' * 
felves into the queen*a favour and confidence^ 
Bat the Archbifliop of St. Andrew's, the moft re- 
markable perfon in thp party for abilities and 

^ Keith, 198. ^ Ibid. 2Qj. , 
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^ ?iL ^ political addrefs, was received with little favour at 
w^z-w court ; and, whatever fecrec^ partiality the queen 
*^^'" might have towards thofe who profefled the fame 
z^ligion with herfelf, Ihe difcovered no inclination 
at that time to -take the adminiftration of affairs 
out of the hands to which Ihe had already com*' 
mitted it. 

The cold reception of the* archbiihop of St* 
Andrew's was owing to his connection with the 
houfe of Hamilton ; from which the queen was 
much alienated. The duke of Guife and the car- 
dinal could never forgive the zeal with which the 
duke of Chatelberault and his fon the earl of Arran 
had efpoufed the caufe of the Congregaticm. 
Princes feldom view their fucceflbrs without jea^ 
loufy and diftruft. The prior of St. Andrew^ 
perhaps, dreaded the duke as a rival in power. All 
thefe caufes ccHicurred in infufmg into the queen's 
mind an averfion for that family. The duke, in* 
dulging his love of retirement, lived at a diflance 
from court, without taking pains to infinuate him* 
felf into favour j and, though the earl of Arran 
evenly afpired to marry the queen, he, by a 
mofl: unpardonable ad of imprudence, was the 
only nobleman of diftindion who oppofed Mary's 
enjoying the exercife of her religion j and, by 
rafbly entering a public proteftation againft it, en- 
tirely forfeited her favour "*. At the -feme time, 
the fordid parfimony of hisJ&ther obliged him 
either to hide himfelf in fome reth*ement, or to 
appear in a manner unbecoming his dignity as firfl: 

" Keith, 201. 204. Knox, 28^ 
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prince of the blood, or his high ^ pretenfions as ^ ji^ ^ 
fuitor to the queen ". His love inflamed by difap- *— -^-"'*^ 
pointment, and his impatience exafperated by ne- '^ '' 
gkGt^ preyed gradually on his reafon ; and, after 
many extravagancies, broke out at laft in ungovern- 
able frenzy. 

Towards the end of the year, a convention of Dec. ao. 
eftates was held, chiefly on account of ecclefiafti- 
cal aflfairs. The aflembly of the church, which 
fat at the fame time, prefented a petition, contain^ 
ing many demands with refpeft to the fupprefling 
of popery, the encouraging the proteftant religion, 
and the providing for the maintenance of the 
clergy ''• The lafl: was a matter of great importance, 
and the (teps taken towards it deferve to be traced. 

Though the number of proteftant preachers a new re- 
was now confiderably increafed, many more were LterLg 
ftill wanted, in every comer of the kingdom. No JJlf^j^f^'^b^ 
legal provifion having been made for them, they chmch. 
had hitherto drawn a fcanty and precarious fub- 
fiftence from the benevolence of their people. To 
fuffer the minifters of an eftablifhed church to con- 
tinue in this {late of indigence and dependence, 
was an indecency equally repugnant to the prin* 
ciples of religion, and to the maxims of found 
policy ; and would have juftified all the imputations 
of avarice with which the Reformation was then 
loaded by its enemies. The revenues of the popi(h^ 
church were the only fund which could be em^ 
ployed for their relief; but, during the three laft 
years^ the ftate of thefe was greatly altered^ A 

? ^citb, J96. • Ibidt a 10, 
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BOOK great majority of abbots, priors, and other heads 
\^0>^^^i of religious houfes, had, either from a fenfe of 
'^^'' duty, or from views of intereft, renounced the 
errors of popery ; and, notwithftanding this change 
in their fipntimenta, they retained their ancient re- 
venues. Almoft the whole order of bifliops, and 
feveral of the other dignitaries, ftill adhered to the 
Romifh fuperftition ; and, though debarred from 
pvery fpiritual funflion, continued to enjoy the 
temporalities of their benefices. Some laymen, 
erpecially thofe who had been aftive in promoting 
the Reformation, had, under various pretences, 
^d amidft the licence of civil wars, got into their 
hands poffeffions which belonged to the church. 
Thus, before any parr of the ancient ecclefiaftical 
revenues could be applied towards the maintenance 
of the proteftant minifters, many different interefts 
were to be adjufted; many claims to be examined ; 
and the prejudices and pafGons of the two contend- 
ing parties required the application of a delicate 
hand./ After much contention, the following plan 
was approved by a majority of voices, and ac- 
quiefced in even by the popifli clergy themfelves. 
An exaft account of the value of ecclefiafHcal be- 
nefices throughout the kingdom was appointed to 
be taken. The prefent incumbents, to whatever 
party they adhered, were allowed to keep pof- 
feflion : two-thirds of their whole revenue were 
jrefervcd for their own ufe, the remainder was an- 
nexed to the crown ; and out of that, the queen 
pndertpok to affign a fufEcient maintenance for the; 
^ proteftant clergy ^ 

' Keith, Append; 17^. Knox, 194. 
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A« moft of tlie bUhops and feveral of the other * ^^^^ 
dignitaries were ftill firmly attached to the popiih -^^^^.^-w 
religion, the extirpation of the whole order, rather '^^'' 
than an aft of fuch extraordinary indulgence, might 
have been expeded from the zeal of the preachers, 
and from the fpirit which had hitherto animated 
the nation. But, on this occafion, other prin- 
ciples obftruded the operations of fuch as were 
purely religious. Zeal for liberty, and the love 
of wealth, two paffions extremely oppofite, con- 
curred in determining the proteftant leaders to fall 
in with this plan, which deviated fo manifeftly from 
the maxims by which they had hitherto regulated 
their conduft. 

If the reformers had been allowed to a£l with- 
out controul^ and to level all diftindions in the 
church, the great revenues annexed to ecclefiafti^- 
pal dignities could not, with any colour of juilice, 
have been retained by thofe in whofe hands they 
now were ; but mud either have been diftributed 
amongft the proteftant clergy, who performed all 
religious offices, or muft have fallen to the queen, 
from the bounty of whofe anceftors the greater 
part of them wajs originally derived. The former 
fcheme, however fuitable to the religious fpirit of 
many among the people, was attended with mani- 
fold danger^ The popiih eccleiiaftics had ac- 
quired a (hafe in the national property, which £air 
exceeded the proportion that was confident with 
the happinefs of the kingdom; and the noble$ 
were determined to guard againft this evil, by pre- 
venting the return of thofe pofleffions into the 

F4 hands 
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Bo^oK hands of the church. Nor was the latter, which 
Vi-^v*^ expofed the conftitution to morie immment hazard^ 
^^^'' to be avoided with lefs care. Even that circuni* 
fcribed prerogative, which the Scottifli kings pot 
feffed, was th^ obje£t of jealoufy to the nioblies. 
If they had allowed the crown to feize the fpoils of 
the church, fuch an increafe of power . muft have 
followed that acceffion of property, as would have 
raifed the royal authority above controul, and hav^ 
rendered the moft limited prince in Europe the 
mod abfolute and independent. The reign of 
Henry VIIL prefented a recent and alarming ex* 
ample of this nature. The wealth which flowed 
in upon that prince, from the fupprefTioh of the 
monafteries, not only changed the maxims of 
his government, but the temper of his mindj 
and he who had formerly fubmitted to his par- 
liaments, and courted his people, diSated from 
that time to the former with intolerable info* 
lence, and tyrannized over the latter with unpre- 
cedented feverity. And if his policy had not been 
extremely Ihort-fighted, if he had not fquandered 
what he acquired, with a profufion equal to his 
rapacioufnefs, and which defeated his ambition, he 
might have eilabliihed defpotifm in England, on a 
bails fo broad and ilrong, aa all the efforts of thf 
fubjeds would never have been able^to ftake. In 
Scotland, where the richer of the clergy bore a^ 
great a proportion to the wealth of the kingdom, 
ihe acquifuion of church lands would have been of 
no lefs importance to the crown, and no left^ fatal 
to the arHlpcracy. The nobles, fpr this reafony 

guarde4 
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guarded againft fuch an increafe of the royal ^^,P^ 
power, and thereby finrured their own independ- ^-^-^>^-^ 
ence. '^''• 

Avarice mingled itfelf with their concern for 
the intereft of their order. The re-uniring the 
poflei&ons of the church to the crown, or the be- 
ftpwing them on the proteftant clergy, would have 
been a fatal blow, both to thofe nobles who had, 
by fraud or violence, feized part of thefe revenues, 
and to thofe abbots and priors who had totally re- 
nounced their ecclefiaftical charader. But as the 
plan which was propofed, gave fome fanftion to 
their ufurpation, they promoted it with their ut- 
moft influence. The poplfli ecclefiaftics, though 
the lopping off a third of their revenues was by no 
means agreeable to them, confented, under their 
prefent circumftances, to facrifice a part of their 
poflefiions, in order to purchafe the fecure enjoy-» 
inent of the remainder ; and, after deeming the 
whole irrecoverably loft, they confidered what* 
ever they could retrieve as fo much gain. Many 
of the ancient dignitaries were men of noble birth ; 
and, as they no longer entertained hopes of reftor*- 
ing the popifli religion, they wiflied their own re- 
lations, rather than the crown, or the proteftant 
clergy, to be enriched with the fpoils of the' 
church. They connived, for this reafon, at the 
encroachments of the nobles; they even aided 
their avarice and violence; they dealt put the 
patrimony of the church ^mong their own rela- 
tions, and by granting ^2ix and perpetual leafes of 
^apds and tithes, gave, to the utmoft of their 
^ powerj 
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power, feme colour of legal pofleffion to what 
was formerly mere ufurpation. Many veftiges of 
'^^* fuch alienations ftill remain \ The nobles, .with 
the concurrence of the incumbents, daily extended 
their encroachments, and gradually ftripped the 
ecclefiaftics of their richeft and moft valuable 
poffefEons. Even that third part, which was given 
up in order to filence the clamours of the prqteftant 
clergy, and to be fome equivalent to the crown for 
its claims, amounted to no confiderable fum. The 
thirds due by the more powerful nobles, efpecially 
by fuch as had embraced the Reformation, wer4 
almoft univerfally remitted. Others, by producing 
fraudulent rentals; by eftimating jbe corn, and 
Other payments in Hind, at an undervalvie ; and 
by the connivance of colleftors, greatly diminifhed 
the charge againft themfelves ' : and the nobles 
had much reafon to be fatisfied with a device which, 
at fo fmall e^pence, fi?cur?d to them fuch valuably 
poffeffions* 
The pro- Nor were the proteftant clergy confiderable 

dergy no gaiucrs by this new regulation ; they found it to be 
5aine*s by ^ ^lore cafy matter to kindle zeal, than to extin*? 
guifli avarice. Thofe very men, whom formerly 
they had fwayed with abfplute authority, were now 
de^f tp all their remonftrances, The prior of St, 
Andrew's, the earl of Argyll, the earl of Morton, 
and Maitland, all the moft jealous leaders of the 
Congregation, were appointed to aifign, or, as it 
was called, to modify their ftipends. An hundred 

^ Keith, 507. Spotfw. 175. 

f Keith, Append. 188, Spotfw, 183, 
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merks Scottilh was the allowance which their libe* 
rality afforded to the generality of minifters- To 
a few three hundred merks were granted *. About 
ttventy-four thoufand pounds Scottifli appears to 
have been the whole fum allotted for the main- 
tenance of a national church cftabliflied by law, 
^nd efteemed throughout the kingdom the true 
church of God '. Even this fum was paid with 
little exaftfiefs, and the minifters were kept in the 
feme poverty and dependence as formerly. 

The gentlenefs of the queen's adminift ration, ^s^*. 
and the elegance of her court, had mitigated, in amJi^Viho 
fpme degree, the ferocity of the nobles, and ac- 
puftomed them to greater mildnefs and humanity ; 
while, at the fame time, her prefence and autho- 
rity were a check to their fadious and tumultuary 
i^irit. But, as a ftate of order and tranquillity was 
not natural to the feudal ariftocracy, it could not 
be of bng continuance ; and this year became re- 
piarkable for the moft violent eruptions of inteftine 
difcord and animoiityt 

Among the great and independent nobility of 
Scotland, a monarch could poffefs little authority, 
and exercife no extenfive or rigorous jurifdiSion. 
The interfering of intereft, the unfettled ftate of 
property, the frequency of public commotions, 
and the fiercenefs of their own manners, fowed 
among the great families the feeds of many quar- 
yels and contentions. Thefe, as we have already 
pbferved, were frequently decided not by law, but 

• Knox, 301. ' Keith, Append. 188* 
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by violence. The offended baron, without having 
rcGourfe to the monarch, or acknowledging his fu- 
'^^*' perior authority, affembled his own followers, and 
invaded the lands of his rival in an hoftile manner. 
Together with his eftate and honours, every nobk- 
man tranfmitted fome hereditary feud to his poftc* 
rity, who were bound in honour to adopt and to 
profecute it with unabated rancour. 

Such a diffenfion had fubfifted between the 
houfe of Hamilton and the earl of Bothwell, and 
was heightened by mutual injuries during thg late 
commotions ". The earl of Arran and Bothwell 
happening to attend the court at the fame time, 
their followers quarrelled frequently in the ftreetS 
fcittttarj. (|)f Edinburgh, and excited dangerous tumults in 
that city. At laft, the mediation of their friends, 
particularly of Knox,brought about a reconcilement^ 
but an unfortunate one to both thefe noblemen "^ 

A FEW days after, Arran came to Knox, and, 
with the utmoft terror and confufion, cpnfeffed 
firft to him, and then to the prior of St. Andrew's, 
that, in order to obtain the fole direction of affairs, 
Bothwell, and his kinfmen the Hamihons, had 
confpired to murder the prior, Maitland, and the 
other favourites of the queen. The duke of Cha^ 
telherault regarded the prior as a rival, who had 
fupplanted him in the queen's favour, and who filled 
that place at the helm, which he imagined to be du€ 
to himfelfj^ as firft prince of the blood. Bothwell, 
on account of the perfonal injuries which he had 
^:eceived from the pr;or during the hoftile opera«> 
'^ Keith, 215. « Knox, 305. 

tiona 
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tions of the two contending parties, was no lefs ex- ^ ^^^ ^ 
afperated againft him. But whether he and the v,.**%-w 
Hamiltons had agreed to cement their new alliance '^^•^ 
with the blood of their common enemy, or whe- 
ther the confpiracy exifted only in the 'frantic and 
difordered imagination of the earl of Arran, it is 
impoffible, amidft the contradiction of hiftorian^ 
and the defeftivenefs of records, pofitively to de* 
termine. Among men inflamed with refentment 
and impatient for revenge, rafli expreflions might 
be unered, and violent and criminal expedients ' 

propofed ; and on that foundation, Arran's diftem^ 
pered fancy might rear the whole fuperftrufture of 
a confpiracy. All the perfons accufed, denied their 
guilt with the utmoft confidence. . But the known 
chara£lers of the men, and the violent fpirit of the 
age, added greatly to the probability of the accu* 
fation, and abundantly juftify the condud of the 
queen's minifters, who confined Bothwell, Arran, 
and a few of the ringleaders, in feparate prifbns, 
and obliged the duke to furrender the ftrong caflle 
of Dumbarton, which he had held ever fince the 
time of his refigning the office of regent ^. 

The defigns of the earl of Huntly againft the Th«eariqf 
prior of St. Andrew's were deeper laid, and pro- enmity to 
duced more memorable and more tragical events, mfn^^^i!!*' 
George Gordon carl of Huntly, having been one 
of the nobles who confpired againft James III. and 
who raifed his fon James IV. to the throne, en-» 
joyed a great fcare in the confi^ce of that gene- 
rous prince ^ By bis bounty, great acceilions of 

y Knox, 307, 308* • • Crawf. Officers of State, 56. 

wealth 
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BOOK wealth and power were added to a family already 
^.p^-v-i^w opulent and powerful. On the de'ath of that 
'5^*- monarch, Alexander the next earl, being appointed 
lord lieutenant of all the counties beyond Forth, 
left the other nobles to contend for offices at court; 
and retiring to the north, where his eftate and in«^ 
fluence lay, refided there in a kind of princely in- 
dependence* The chieftains in that part of the 
kingdom dreaded the growing dominion of fuch a 
dangerous neighbour, but were unable to prevent 
hi$ encroachments. Some of his rivals he fetretly 
undermined, others he fubdued by open force. 
His eftate far exceeded that of any other fubjeft, 
and his Juperiorities and jurifdiftions extended over 
many of the northern counties. With power and 
poffeffions fo extenfive, under two long and feeble 
minorities, and amidft the fhock of civil commo- 
tions, the earls of Huntly might have indulged the 
moft elevated hopes. But happily for the crown, 
an aftive and enterprifing fpirit was not the cha- 
rafteriftic of that family ; and, whatever objedt their 
ambition might have in view, they chofe rather to 
acquire it by political addrefs, thaii to feize it 
openly and by force of arms. 

The conduft of George the prefent earl, during 
the late commotions, had been perfedly fuitable to 
the charafter of the family in that age, dubious, 
variable, and crafty. While the fuccefs of the 
lords of the Congregation was uncertain, he affift* 
cd the queen regent in her attempts to crufli them. 
When their affairs put on a better afpe£t, he pre- 
tended 
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tended to join them, but never heartily favoured 
their caufe. He was courted and feared by each 
of the contending parties ; both connived at his 
encroachments in the north ; and, by artifice and 
force, which he well knew how to employ alter- 
nately, and in their proper places, he added every 
day to the exorbitant power and wealth which 
he polTeffed. 

He obferved the growing reputation and autho« 
rity of the prior of St. Andrew's with the grealeft . 
jealoufy and concern, and confidered him as a rival 
ivho had engrofled that (hare in the queen's confi« 
dence, to which his own zeal for the popifh reli- 
gion ieem^d to give him a preferable title. Per- 
fonal injuries foon increafed the mifunderflanding 
occafioned by rivalfliip in power. The queen 
having determined to reward the fervices of the 
prior of St. Andrew's, by creating hhn an earl, flie 
made choice of Mar, as the place whence he fhould 
take his title ; and, that he might be better able to 
iupport bis new honour, beftowed upon him at 
the fame time the lands of that name. Thefe were 
part cf the royal demefnes *, but the earls of Huntly 
had beea permitted, for feveral years, to keep 
poffeffion a( them ^. On this occafion the earl not Feb. i. 
only complained, with fome reafon, of the lofs 
which he fuftained, but had real caufe to be alarm* 
ed at the intrufion of a formidable neighbour into 
the hjpart of his territories, who might be able to 
rival his power, and excite his oppreifed vaffals to 
ihake off his yoke. 

f Crawf. Pccc. 297. * Buch. ^34. 

An 
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An incident, which happened foon after, in« 

creafed and confirmed Huntly's fufpicions. Sir 

june^xV* J^'^^ Gordon, his third fon, and lord Ogilvie^ 

had a difpute about the property of an cftate* 

This difpute became a deadly quarreh They 

happened unfortunately to meet in the ftreets of 

Edinburgh, and being both attended with arm* 

ed followers, a fcuffle enfued, in which lord Ogil- 

vie was dangeroufly wounded by Sir John. The 

magiftrates feized both the oflFenders, aiid the 

queen commanded them to be ftri£kly confined* 

Under any regular government, fuch a breach of 

public peace and order would expofe the perfon 

offending to certain punifhment* At this time 

fome feverity was neceffary, in order to vindicate 

the queen's authority from an infult, the moft hei« 

nous which had been offered to it fince her return 

into Scotland. But, in an age accuftomed to Ii« 

cence and anarchy, even this moderate exercife of 

her power, in ordering them to be kept in cuf* 

tody, was deemed an vlQL of intolerable rigour } 

and the friends of each party began to convene 

their vaffals and dependents, in order to overawe, 

or to iruftrate the decifions of jufticeS Mean* 

while Gordon made his efcape out of prifon, and 

flying into Aberdeenfbire, complained loudly of 

the indignity with which he had been treated ; and 

88 all the queen's aftions were at this jundure 

imputed to the earl of Mar, this added not a little 

to the refentment which Huntly had concaved 

againft that nobleman. 

• Keith, 21:3. 

At. 



6t SCOTtAl^iJ. z\ 

At the very time when thefe paflions ferment- ^^in^ 
W, with the utmoit violence, in the minds of the ^^^^^--mm j 
earl of Huntly and his family, the queen happened a4^' 
to fet out on a prdgrefs into the northeni parts 
of the kingdom. She was attended by the earls of 
Mar and Mortdn, Maitland, aiid other l^iaders of 
that party. The prefence of the qiieen, in a coun- 
try where no name greater than the earl of Hunt- 
Iy*s had been heard of, and no power fuperioi* to 
his had been exercifed, for many years, was an 
^ent of itfelf abundantly mortifying to that haughty 
nobleman* But while the queen was entirely un* 
der the diredion of Mar, all her actions were itiore 
dpt to be mifreprefented, and conftrued into inju* 
lies; and a thoufand circumftances could not but 
<K^car to^ zvf^en Huntly's jealoufy, to offend his* 
pHde, alid to inflame his refentment. Amidfl the 
ftgitsition of fo many violent paflions, fome erup- 
tbn waft ' unavoidable* 

Otr Mary's arrival in the north, Huntly em- 
pioyedi' his wife, a woman capable of executing tb($ 
oommiffioii with abundance of dexterity, tp footh 
the queen, and to intercede for pardon to thdr 
foju But the queen peremptorily required that he^ 
Ihould again deliver himfelf into the hands of juf- 
tke, and rely on her clemency. Gordon was per« 
fuaded to do fo ; and being enjoined by the queen 
to enter himielf pnibner in the cafUe of Stirling, 
he promtfed likewife to obey that command. Lord' 
Erfldne, Mar^s uncle, was at that 'time governor 
qilikh fort. The queeh^s feverity, aiid the place 
in whidi fhe appointed G6rdon to be confinei^ 

Vol. H. G ^ . were 
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^ ^11 ^ ^^^^ interpreted to be new marks of Mar's rati-' 
^■^> . ^' cour, and augmented the hatred of the Gordons 

'^^** againft him. 
Sept.!. Meantime, fir John Gordon fet out towards- 

Stirling ; but, inftead of performing his. promife ta 
the queen, made his efcape from his guards, and 
returned to take the command of his followers, 
who were rifing in arms all over the north. Thefe 
were deftined to fecond and improve the bjow, by 
which his father propofed, fecretly and at oOce, to 
isut off Mar, Morton, and Maitland, his principal 
adverfaries. The time and place for. perpetrating 
this horrid deed were frequently appointed jl^ but. 
the executing of it was wonderfully prevented^ by 
fome of thofe unforefeen accidents, which fo often 
occur to difconcert the fghemes,. and to intimidate 
the hearts, of affaflins**. Huntly*$ own houfe. zt 
Strathbogie was the laft and mofl: convenient ;fcene 
appointed for committing the intended violence- 
But, on her journey tjiither, the queen heard ^ of 
young Gordon's flight and rebellion, a»d refilling^ 
in the firft tranfports of hgr indignation,, to entear 
under the father's roof, by that fortunate espreflion 
of her refentment faved her minifters* froHi una- 
voidable deftruftion*. 
take arms The, ill fucccfs of thdc cflforts of private re- 
Againft the venge precipitated Huntly. into open rebellion^' 
As the queen was entirely .under the diredHon of 
his royals, it was impolSble to compafs their ruin, 
without violating the allegiance which he owed bis 
fovereign. On her arrival at Ihvemefs, the com- 

* Keith, 230. . * Knox, ji8. ., 
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inan'ding officer in the caftle, by Huntly's orders^ 
Ihut the gates againft her. Mary was obliged to 
lodge in the town, which was open and defetlce- 
lefs ; but this too was quickly furrbunded by st 
multitude of the earl's followers ^ The Utmoft 
conftemation feized the queen, who was attended 
by a very flender train. She every moment ex- 
pedted the approach of the rebels, . and fome fliips 
were already ordered into the river to fecure her 
efcape. The loyalty of the Munroes, Frafers,^ 
Mackintofhes, and fome neighbouring clans, who 
took arms in her defence, faved her from this 
danger. By their affiftance, fhe even fofrced the 
caftle to furrender, and infli£led on the governor 
the punifhment which his infolence deferved. 

This open afl: of difobcdience was the occafiofl 
of a meafure more galling to Huntly than any the 
queen had hitherto taken. Lord Erfkine having 
pretended a right to the earldom of Mar, Stewart 
refigned it in his favour; and at the fame time Mary 
conferred upon him the title of earl of Murray, 
with the eftate annexed to that dignity, which had 
been in the pofleffion of the earl of Huntly fince 
the year 1548^* From this encroachment upon 
his domains he concluded that bis family \^as de- 
voted to deftrudion ; and, dreading to be ftrippedi 
gradually of thofe poffeffions which, in reward of 
their fervices, the gratitude of the crown had be- 
ftowed on himfelf, or his anceftbrs, he no long^t 
difguifed his intentions, but, in defiarice of the 
queen's proclamation, openly took arms. Inftead 

^ Crawf. Ofiicers of St^tc, 87, 88. » Crawf. Pccf. 359^ 
G2 Of 
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of yielding thofe pkces of (brengihy which Mary 
required him to forrender, his followers difperfed 
OdP cut in pieces the parties which ihe difpatched 
tQ take poflellion of them ^ ; and he himfelf ad-^ 
vancing with a confiderable body of men towardg^ 
Aberdeen, to which place the queen was now re- 
turned, filled her fmall court with confternationi 
Murray had only a handful of men in whom he 
could confide K In order to form the appearance 
of an army, he was obliged to call in the afliftance 
of the neighbouring barons ; but as moft of thefe 
either favoured Huntly^s deiigns, or flood in awe 
of his power, from them no cordial of efieftual 
fervice could be expeded^ 
oaobcrzS. With thefe troops, however, Murray, who 
could gain nothing by delay, marched brift^ly to- 
wards the enemy* He found them at Corichie, 
pofted to great adrantage; he commanded his 
northern afibciates inftantty to begin the attack ^ 
but, on the firft motion of the enemy, they treache* 
rouily turned their backs ; and Huntly's followers, 
throwing afide thdr fpears, and breaking their 
ranks, drew their fwords, and ruflied forward to 
He is ae- the purfuit. It was then that Murray gave proof, 
[hJ^caruf ^^ ^^ fteady courage and of prudent conduct* 
Mixmy. He flood immoveable on a riling ground, with the 
fmall but trufty body of his adherents, who^ pre- 
fencing their fpears to the enemy, received them 
with a determined refolution, which they little ex* 
pe£led. The Highland broad fword is not a wea* 
poa fit to encounter the Scotttfli fpear. In every 

^ Kflox, 3 19. ) Kcitbi 230* 

civil 
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dvil commotion, tbe fuperiority oi the latter has 
been evident, and hafc always decided the conteft. 
On this occafion the irregular attack of Huntly's '^^ 
troops was eafily repulfed by Murray's firm bat- 
talion. Before they recovered from the confufipn 
occafioned by this unforefeen refiftance, Murray's 
northern troops, who had fled fo ihamefolly in the 
beginning of die a£fcion, willing to regain their 
credit with the vi£torious party, fell upon them, 
and completed the rout. Huntly himfelf, who was 
extremely corpulent, was trodden to death in the 
purfuit. His fons. Sir John and Adam, were 
taken, and Murray returned in triumph to AbetSp 
deen with his prifoners. 

The trial of men taken in aftual rebellion againd 
thdr jbva*dgn was extremely flicMt. Three day« 
after the battle, fir John Gordon was beheaded ^ 
Aberdeen. His brother Adam was pardoned on 
account of his youth. Lord Gordon, who had 
been privy to his father's defigns, was feized in tbe 
fouth, and upon trial found guilty of treafon ; but, 
through the queen's clemency, the punifiraient was 
remitted. The firft parliament proceeded againft 
this great family with the utmoft rigour of law^ 
and reduced their power and fortune to the loweft 
ebb^ 

As 

^ This confpiracy of the earl of Huntly is ooe of tbe moft 
intricate and myfterioua pailages in the Scottifh hiftory. As 
it was a tran{a3ion ptirelf domeftic» end ia which the Eng- 
lifh were little interefted, few ori^iud papers copcciTHiig it 
have been found in Cecil's CcfUediony the great ftorehoufc of 
evidence aod information with regard to the affairs of this 
pienod. 

G 3 Buchanan 
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B ^^o K As the fall of the earl of Huntly is the moft imt 

}m0^s,^-'mj portant event of this year, it would have been im- 

■ ^^** proper to interrupt the narrative by taking notice 

of 



Buchanan fuppofes Mary to have formed a defign about 
this time of dellroying Murray, and of employing the power 
pf the €arl of Huntly for this purpofe. But his account of this 
whole tranfa6^ion Appears to be fo yoid of truth, and even gf 
probability, ^s to defervc no ferious examination. At that time 
Mary wanted power, and feems to have had no inclinatioa 
io commit any aft of violence upon her brother. 

Two other hypothefes have been advanced, in order to ex- 
plain thj? matter; but they appear to be c<jually removed 
from truth. 

I. It cannot well be conceived, that the queen's journey to 
the north was a fcheme concerted by Murray, in order to 
ruin the earl of Huntly. i. Huntly had redded at court almoft 
ever iincc the qpeen's return, Keith, 198. Append. 175, &€• 
This was the proper place in which to have feized him. To 
attack him in Aberdeen fhir^, the feat of his powers and in 
the midft of his vaifals, was a prpjeft equally abfurd and ha- 
zardous. 2. The queen was not accompanied with a body 
pf troops^ capable of attempting any thing againft Huntly by 
violence: her train was not more numerous than was ufual 
in tinies of greateft tranquillity. Keith, 230. 3. There re- 
main two original letters with regard to this confpiracy ; one 
from Randolph the Englifli refident, and another from Mait- 
land, both direded to Cecil. They ulk of Huntly 's mea<» 
fures as notorioufly treafonable. Randolph mentions his r.c- 
peated attempts to afTailinate Murray, &c. No hint is given 
of any previous refolution, formed by Mary's minifters, to 
ruin Huntly and his family. Had any fuch defign ever cxift- 
cd, it was Randolph's duty to have difcovered it ; nor would 
Maitland have laboured to conceal it from the Englifh fe- 
cretary. Keith, ^29. 232. 

II. To fuppofe that the earl of Huntly had laid any plan 
for feizing the queen and her minifters, feems to be no lefs 
improbable, s. On the queen's arrival in the no^th^ he la- 

boiyed* 
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of leflcr tranfadlions, which may now be related book 
with equal propriety. _ ^*-,_> 

In the beginning of fummer, Mary, who was de- An'fn^ter- 
firous of entering into amore intimate correfpondence view be- 
and familiarity with Elizabeth, employed Maitland zibeth and 
to defire a perfonal interview with her, fomewhere ^^eT^™" 
in the north of England, As this propofal could not 
be rejefted with decency, the time, the place, and 
the circumftances of the meeting, were inftantly 
agreed upon. But Elizabeth was prudent enough 
not to admit into her kingdom a rival who out- 
flione herfelf fo far in beauty and gracefulnefs of 
perfon ; and who excelled fo eminently in all the 
arts of infinuation and addrefs. Under pretence 
of being confined to London, by the attention 
which flie was obliged to give to the civil wars in 



bouredy in good earned, to gain her favour, and to obtain a 
pardon for his fon. Knox, 318. 2. He met the queen, firft 
at Aberdeen, and then at Rothemay, whither he would not 
have ventured to come, had* he harboured any fuch treafon-^ 
able refolution. ]^nox, 31R. 3. His condufl was irrefolote 
And wavering, like that of a man difconcerted by an unforc- 
fcen danger, not like one executing a concerted plan. 4. The 
mod confiderable perfons of his clan fubmitted to the queen, 
and found furety to obey her commands. Keith, 226. Had 
the earl been previouily determined to rife in arms againfl the 
queen, or to^ fcize her minifters, it is probable he would have 
imparted it to his principal followers, nor would they have 
deferted him in this manner. 

For thefe reafons T have, on the one hand, vindicated the 
earl of Murray from any deliberate intention of ruining the 
family of Gordon; and, on the other hand, I have imputed 
the violent conduft of the earl of Huntly to a fudden ftart of 
refentment, without charging him with any premeditated 
twirpofc of rebellion. 

G 4 France, 
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JFrance, flic put oflF the interview for that k^Xon\ 
and prevented her fubjefts from feeing the Scottifli 
'56»* queen, the charms of whofe appearance and beha- 
viour fhe envied, and bad fome reafon to dread* 
p^^]2,^. During this year, the affembly of the church 
met twiqp. In both thefe meetings were exhibited 
many complaints of the poverty and dependence of 
the church ; and many murmurs agaipft the negli- 
gence or avarice of thofe who had been appointed 
to colled and to diftjibute the fiuall j(uiid, apprcbr 
priated for the maintenance of preachers ", A pe- 
tition, craving redrefs of their grievances, was pr§f 
fented to the queen; but without any effeft. Thei:© 
was no reafon to e^pedt that Mary would difcover 
^ny forwvdnefs to grant the requeft of fuch fup- 
plicants. As h^r miniiters, though all iiK>fi: ;seal* 
ous proteftants, were themfelves growing rich on 
the inheritance of the church, they were equally 
regardlefs of the indigence and demands of thek 
brethren, 
X563. ^-T Mahy had now continued above^two years in a 
fii^wlth ilate of widowhood. Her gentle adminiftration 
[bfijuee'li'g had fecured the hearts of her fubjeds, who werq 
^wria^e, ijnpjttiept for Jier marriage, ^d wifhed the crpwR 
to defcend in the right line from their apoent mo« 
jiarch^. $he he^felf was the mQft amiable woman 
of the age, and the fame of her accompli&ments,^ 
together with the favourable circumftapce of hep 
having ozie )dngdoin already in her poHeilion, and 
the profpeft of mounting the throne of another^ 
prompted many different princes to folicit an alli^ 

I jKcith, »i6. ■ Kj^ox^ 3x1* 323. 

3 ?nc« 
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wee Jb iUttftrious. Scotlaad/ by its iituation^ threw 
fo much wdght and power into whatever fcale it 
fell, that all Europe waited with folicitude for ^^^^* 
Mary^g determination ; and no event in that age 
excited ftronger political fears and jealoulies $ 
none interefted more deeply the paflions of feve- 
ral princes, or gave rife to more contradictory in* 
trigucs, than th^ marriage of the Scottifli queen. < 

The princes of the houfe of Auftria remember- sheisf(ji, 
ed what vaft proji^s the French had founded on "dlLcL 
their former alliance with the qu^n of Scots j and p'""^*"* 
though the unexpeded death, ^rft of Henry and 
thad of Francis, had hindered thefe from taking 
^ffed, yet if Mary fiiouid again make choice of a 
buiband among the French princes, the fame de« . 

iigns mij^ht be revived wd profecuted with better . 
fuccefs, 

Ik ordi^r to prevent this, the emperor entered BytVe 
Into a negotiation with the cardinal of Lorrain, cba^«l^ 
who had propofed to marry the Scottifh queen to 
the archduke Charles, Ferdinand*s third fon. The 
matter was commumcated to Mary; and Melvil, 
vrho at that time attended the el^^or p^lat^e, w^is 
commanded tp inquire into t^ f hara3:er and £tua^ 
tion of the archduke \ 

Phi^.ip II, though no lefs ^ppr^cnfive pf By Don 
Hilary's filing once more into t^e ^ands of France, spaC 
eovied his uncle Ferdinand the acquifition of fo 
iiQportant apn^ ; ^d, as ^is own infatiable a.mba« 
tion grafped at all the kingdoms of £urppe, ]^e 
employed his ambs^flador at the French court to 

; Mdv. 63. 65. Keith, 239^ Sec Af pcfi4. No. VII. 
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^ ^i? ^ Solicit the princes of Lorrain in behalf of his fon 
Don Carlos, at that time the heir of all the ex- 
tenfive dominions which belonged to the Spanifli 
monarchy ". 
f7w."^' Catherine of Medicis, on the other hand, 
dreaded the marriage of the Scottifli queen with 
any of the Auftrian princes, which would have 
added fo much to the power and pretenfions of 
that ambitious race. Her jealdufy of the princes 
of Lorrain rendered her no lefs averfe from an al- 
liance which, by fecuring to them the proteftion 
of the emperor of king of Spain, would give new 
boldnefs to their enterprifing fpirit, and etiable them 
to fet the power of the crown, which they already 
rivalled, at open defiance : and ^s flie was afraid 
that thefe fplendid propofals of the Auftrian family 
would dazzle the young queen, (he inftantly dif- 
patched Caftelnau into Scotland, to offer her in 
marriage the duke of Anjou, tjie brother of her 
former hulband, who foon after mounted the throne 
^f France P. 

Mary's dc Mary attentively weighed the pretenfions of fo 

JiberatLns , ' 1 T 1 i it* 1 

concerning many Hvals. The archduke had little to recom- 
mend him, but his high biith. The example of 
Henry VIII. was a warning againft contrafting a 
marriage with the brother of her former hufband ; 
and fhe could not bear the thoughts of appearing 
in France, in a rank inferior to that which fhe had 
formerly held in that kingdom. She liftened, there- 
fore, with partiality, to the Spanilh propofitions, 

** Cafteln. 461. Addit. a Labour. 501. 503. 
f Caftelnau, 461, ' 
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and the profpecl of fuch vaft power and dominions 
flattered the ambition of a young and afpiring 
princefs. 

Three feveral circumftances, however, concur- 
red to divert Mary from any thoughts of a foreign 
alliance. * 

TijE firft of thefe was the murder of her uncle ' 
the duke of Guife. The violence and ambition of 
that nobleman had involved his country in a civil 
war } which v/as conducted with furious animofity 
and various fuccefs. At laft the duke laid fiege to 
Orleans, the bulwark of the proteftant caufe ; and 
he had reduced that city to the laft extremity, 
when he was affaflinated by the frantic zeal of Pol- 
trot. This blow proved fatal to the queen of 
Scots. The young duke was a minor; and the 
cardinal of Lorrain, though fubtle and intriguing, 
wanted that undaunted and enterprifing courage, 
which rendered the ambition of his brother fo for- 
midjtble. Catherine, inftead of encouraging the 
ambition, or furthering the pretenfions of her 
daughter-in-law, took pleafure in mortifying the 
bne, and in difappointing the other. In this fitua- 
tion, and without fuch a protedlor, it became ne- 
ceflkry for Mary to contradk her views, and to 
proceed with caution j and, whatever profpefk of 
advantage might allure her, (he could venture upon 
no dangerous or doubtful meafure. 

The. fecond circumftance which weighed with Thevietw 
Mary, was the opinion of the queen of England, bciu.'"^ 
The marriage of the Scottifli queen interefted Eli- 
zabeth more deeply t^ian any other prince j and (he 

obferved 
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BOOK obferved all her deliberations concenung it wih 
v^^^w the moil: anxious attention. She herfdf feem^ 
*^^^- early to have formed a refolution of living unnisE- 
jied, and fhe difcovered no fmali inclinaticm to im* 
pofe the fame law on the queen of Scots. She had 
already experienced what ufe might be made qF 
Mary's power and pr^enlions to invade her domi- 
xiions, and to difturb her pofleffi<m of the crown. 
The death of Francis II* had happily delivered hejr 
from this danger, which fhe deternvined to guard 
<againft for the future with the utmoft care* As the 
refllefs ambition of the Auflrian princes, the avow* 
ed atid bigoted patrons of the catholic fuperitition; 
made her, in a particular manner, dread thek 
neighbourhood, (he ipflruf^ed Randolph to remon^ 
ftrate, in the ftrongiefl: terras, againft any alliance 
with them ; and to acquaint Mary, that as ibe hei> 
felf would confider fuch a match to be a breach of 
the perfonal friendlhip in -which they were fo hap* 
pily united j fo the .Englifli nation would jregard it 
as the diffolution of that confederacy which now 
fubfifted between the two kingdonis ; that, in or* 
.der to preferve their own religion and Uherties^ 
they would, in all probability, take fome ft^p pre* 
judicial to her right of fucceflion, which, as && 
well knew, they neither wanted powgr ijipr pre* 
tences to invalidate and fet 96.de* TMs tbfeat^jo^ 
ing was accompanied with a proi^iife, but expr^ed 
in very ambiguoys teri^s, that if Mary*s ichoice 
of a hufband ftould f rov^ ^gr^eable to Ui^ Ejig* 
lifh nation, EUzabeth would ^pppint proper per- 
. fons to examine her title to the fucceffion, .and» i£ 
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tirell-founded, command it to be publicly rccog* 
nifed. She obferved, however, a myfterious filence 
concerning the perfon on«whom flie wifhed the 
^choice of the Scottilh queen to foil. The .reveal- 
ing of the fecret was referved for fome future ne- 
gotiation. Meanwhile Ihe threw out fome ob- 
fcure hints, that a native of Britain, or one not of 
princely rank, would be her fafeft and moft inof- 
fenfive choice \ An advice, offered with fuch ^ii 
air of fuperiority and command, mortified, no 
doubt, the pride of the Scottifh queen* But, un- 
der her prefent circumftances, ihe was obliged to 
bear this indignity. Deftitute of all foreign affift- 
ance, and intent upon the Englifh fucceflion, the 
great object of her wifhes and ambition, it became 
neceflary to court a rival, whom, without mani£efl: 
imprudence, flie could not venture to offends 

The inclination of her own fubjeds was an- Thefemi. 
other, and not the lead coniiderable circumftance, ^rrub-. 
which called for Mary's attentiod at this conjunc- ^^^ 
ture. They had been taught, by the fatal experi- 
ment of her former marriage, to dread an unioi^ 
with any great prince, whofe power might be em- 
ployed fo opprefs their religion and liberties. ' They 
trembled at the thoughts of a match with a fo^ 
rdgner ; and if the crown fhould be flrengthened 
by new dominions or al^ces, they forefaw that 
the royal prerogative would foon^ be ftretched be- 
yond its ancient and legal limits* Their eagemeb 
to prevoit this cduld hardly fail of throwing them 
once more into the arm$ of Englandt Elizabeth 
; Keith, 24^ »45. 

wouI4 
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BOOK would be ready to afford them her aid towards ot^ 
K,^,^^^^. flrufting a meafure fb difagreeable to hferfelf. It 
1563. was eafy for them to feize the perfon of the fove- 
reign. By the afliftance of the Englifh fleet, they 
could fender it difficult for any foreign prince to 
land in Scotland. The Roman catholics, now an 
inconfiderable party in the kingdom, and difpirited 
by the lofs of the earl of Huntly, could give no 
obftrudion to their defigiis. To what violent ex- 
tremes the national abhorrence of a foreign yoke 
might have been carried, is manifeft from what 
fhe had already feen and experienced. 

For thefe reafons Mary laid afide, at that tintCj 
all thoughts of foreign alliance, and feemed willing 
to facrifice her own ambition^ in order to remove 
the jealoufies of Elizabeth, and to quiet the fears of 
her own fubjefts. 
A pariia- The parliament met this year, for the firfl: time 

MlT^ael*** fince the queen's return into Scotland. Mary's 
adminiftration had hitherto been extremely popu- 
lar. Her minifters poflefled the confidence of the 
nation ; and by confequence, the proceedings of 
that affdmbly were condufted with perfeft unani- 
mity. The grant of the earldom of Murray to the 
prior of St. Andrew's was confirmed : the earl of 
Huntly, and feveral of his vaflals and dependants, 
were attainted : the attainder againft Kirfcaldy of 
Grange, and fome-of his accomplices in the mur- 
der of cardinal Beatou^, was reverfed *^ : the aft of 
oblivion, mentioned in the treaty of Edinburgh, 
received the royal fanftion. But Mary, who had 

^ Knox, 330. 

determined 
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determined never to ratify that treaty, took care 
that this fanftion (hould not be deemed atly ac- 
knowledgment of its validity ; fhe granted her 
confent merely in condefcenfion to the lords in 
parliament, who, on their knees, befought her to 
allay the jealoufies and apprehenfions of her fub- 
J€ds, by fuch a gracious law '. 

No attempt was ipade, in this parliament, to Nothing 
procure the quel's affent to the laws eftablifliing ttth reg!i% 
the. prpteft^t religion. Her miniftcrs, though ^o^^^'s'^"- 
zeajous ^proteftantd themfelves, wefe aware that 
this coujd not be urged withr>ut manifeft danger 
and imj^deiiLCQ. She had confented, through their 
mfluence, to tolerate and protedk the reformed doc- 
trine. . They had even prevailed on her to impri- 
fottjand. profecute the archbifhop of St. Andrew's, 
and prior of Whithorn, for celebrating mafs con- 
trary to her proclamation \ Mary, however, was 
ilill p^iSonaCely devoted to the Romifli church ; 
and though, from political motives, (he had 
granted a temporary prote£Hon of opinions which 
Ihe difapproved, there v/ere na grounds to hope 
that, fhc! wouEd agree to eftabltfii them for perpe- 
tuity. The mod^tion of thofe who profeffed it, 
was the bed: method for reconciling the queen to 
the proteftant religion. Time might abate her 
bigotry; Her prejudices might wear off gradually, 
and at laft flie might yield to the wifhes of her 
people^ what their importunity or their violence 
could never have . extorted. Many laws of im- 

• : Park 9. Q: Mary, c, 67. Spotfw, 188. 
I Keith, 239. 

portance 
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BOOK portaiice tvcre to' be propofed in parKattieht J atw! 

K^^^L,^ to defeat all thefe, by fuch a fruitlefs and ill-dtned 
'i63. application to the queen, Would have been equally 
injurious to individuals^ and detrimental to the 
public. 

which of- The zeal of the proteftant clergy was deaf to all 

fends the ^jjgfg confiderations of prudence or policy. Eager 
and impatient, it brooked no delay: fevere and 
inflexible, . it would condefcend to no compliances^ 
The leading men of that order infilled, that thi» 
opportunity of eftabliihing religion by law was 
not to be neglcfted. They pronounced the mo* 
deratipn of the courtiers, apoftacy ; and tbeir en* 
deavours to gain the queen, they reckoned criminal 
and fervile, Knox folemnly renounced the friend* 
{hip of the earl of Murray, as a man devoted to 
Mary, and fo blindly zealous for her fervice, as to 
become regardlefs of thofe objeds which h4 had 
hitherto efteemed moft facred* This rupture, 
which is a ftrong proof of Murra/s fincere attach- 
ment to the queen at that period, conti&tted above 
a year and a half ". 

The preachers bdbg difappoiiited by the men 
in whom they placed the greateft confidience, gave 
vent to their indignation in their piil|»ts* Thefe 
echoed more loudly than ever with d^lasaasions 
a^ainft idolatry ; with difmal prefixes coacenung 
the queen's nuurriage with a foreigner ; and ynth 
bitter reproaches agaiiift thofe who, from intei^e4 
motives, haddeferted that caufe which tfaey once 
reckoned it thdr honour to fuppcort* The people, 
; Knox, 331. 

inflamed 
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inflamed by fuch vehement declamations, which 
were did:ated by a zeal more fincere than prudent, 
proceeded to ra(h and uniuftifiable aSs of vio- /5^^* 
lence. During the queen s abfence, on a progrefs fwns a tu- 
into the weft, mafs continued to be celebrated in Ihepcopi*? 
her chapel at Holyroodhoufe. The multitude of -^"S"** 
thofe who openly reforted thither, gave great of- 
fence to the citizens of Edinburgh, who, being 
free from the reftraint which the royal prefence im- 
pofedj^^ aflembled in a riotous manner, interrupted 
the (ervice, and filled fuch as were prefent with the 
utmoft conftemation. Two of the ringleaders in 
this tumult were feized, and a day appointed for 
their trial ""^ 

Knox, who deemed the zeal of thefe perfons Knox tried 
laudable, and their conduft meritorious, confidercd couni^VuV 
them as fufFerers in a TOod caufe ; and in order to acqu>"ed, 
fcreen them from danger, he iflued circular letters, 
requiring all who profeffed the true religion, or 
were concerned for the prefervation of it, to af* 
femble at Edinburgh, on the day of trial, that by 
their prefence they might comfort and affift their 
diftreffed brethren''. One of thefe letters fell into 
the queen's hands. To affemble the fubjefts with- 
out the authority of the fovereign, was conftrued 
to be treafon, and a refolution was taken to profe- 
cute Knox for that crime, before the privy council. Dec 15. 
Hap[Hiy for him, his judges were not only zealous 
proteftants, but the very men who, during the late 
commotions, had openly refifted and fet at defi- 
ance the queen's authority. It was under pre* 
* Knoxi 355. y Ibid. 336. 

Vol. n. H cedent$. 
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^^1? ^ cedents, drawn frona their own conduft, that Kno* 
v»-i-,^-*^ endeavoured to (helter himfelfi Nor would it have 
*^^^* been an eafy matter for thefe rounfellors to have 
found out a diftindion, by whieh they could cen- 
fure him, without condemning themfelves. After 
a long hearing, to the aftoriifliment of Lethington 
and the other courtiers ^, he was unanimoufly ac- 
quitted. Sinclair, bifliop ,of Rofs, and prefident 
of the court of feffion, a zealous papift, heartily 
concurred with the other counfellors in this deci- 
fion*; a remarkable fafl:, which fhews theunfettled 
ftate of government in that age; the low condition 
to which regal authority was then funk;, and the 
impunity with which fubj^fts might invade thofe 
rights of the crown which are now held facred. 
1564. The marriage of the Scottifh queen continued* 

tio^ns'^wlih ftill to be the objeft of attention and intrigue^ 
thfqneen's Though Elizabeth, even while fhe wifhed to direa 
marriage. Mary, treated her with a difguftful referve; though 
ftie kept her, without necellity, in a ftate of fut 
penfe ; and hinted often at the perfon whom fiie 
deftined to be her hufband, without direftly men- 
* tioning his name; yet Mary framed all her anions 
to exprefs fuch a prudent refpeft for the Englifh 
queen, that foreign princes began to imagine (he 
had given herfelf up implicitly to her direftion ^. 
The prpfpefl: of this union ^ alarmed Catherine of 
Medicis. Though Catherine had taken pleafure 
all along in doing ill offices to the queen of Scots; 
though, foon aftet the duke of Guife's death, (he 
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liadput upon her a mod mortifying indignity, by 
flopping the payment of her dowry, by depriving 
her fubjea the duke of Chatelherault of his pen- '^^^* 
fion, and by beftowing the command of the Scot- 
tifli guards on a Frenchman'' ; fhe refolved, how-i 
ever, to prevent this dangerous conjunction of the 
Britifh queens. For this purpofe fhe now employed 
all her art to appeafe Mary^, to whom fhe had 
given fo many caufes of offence. The arrears of 
her dowry were inftantly paid ; more pundual 
remittances were promifcd for the future j and 
offers made, not only to reflore, but to extend 
the privileges of the Scottifh nation in France. 
It was eafy for Mary to penetrate into the motives 
of this fudden dhange ; fhe well knew the charac- 
ter of her mother-in-law, and laid little ftrefs upon 
profeffions of friendfhip which came from a princefs 
of fuch a falfe and unfeeling heart. 

The negotiation with England, relative to the 
tnarriage, fuffered nd interruption from this appli- 
cation of the Fretich queen. As Mary, in com- 
pliance with the wifhes of her fubjedts, and preffed 
by t3xe flrongeft motives, pf intereft, determined 
fpeedily to marry, Elizabeth was obliged to brdak 
that unaccountable filence which fhe bad hitherto 
affe6led. The fecret was difclofed, and her fa-* Macch". 
Vourite lord Robert Dudley, afterwards earl of ZV^f 
Leicefter, was declared to be the happy man whom ™1"^' ^;^'- 

' r r / cefter to her 

flie had chofen to be the hufband of a queen courlcd for a hux- 

, "•baud, 

by fo many prmccs % 

« Keith, 244. ^ See Append. No. Vlf L 

* Keith, 251. 
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Elizabeth's wifdom and penetration were re- 
markably in the choice of her minifters; indiftin- 
guifhing her favourites, thofe great qualities were 
lefs confpicuous. She was influenced in two cafes 
fo oppofite, by merit of very different kinds. 
Their capacity for bufmefs, their knowledge, their 
prudence, were the talents to • which alone Ihe at- 
tended in chufing her minifters; whereas beauty 
and gracefulnefs of perfon, poliihed manners, and 
courtly addrefs, were the accompliflinients on 
which Ihe beftowed her favour. She a£led in the 
one cafe with the wifdom of a queen, in the other 
Ihe difcovered the weaknefs of a woman. To this 
Leicefter owed his grandeur. Though remarkable 
neither for eminence in virtue nor fuperiority of 
abilities, the queen's partiality diftingilifhed him on 
every occafion. She raifed him to the higheft ho- 
nours, fhe beftowed on him the moft important em- 
ployments, and manifefted an aflfedtion fo'difpro- 
portionate to his merit, that, in the opinion of that 
age, it could be accounted for only by the power 
of planetary influenced 

Mary of. The high fpirit of the Scottifli qu£cn could not; 

tllt^ *' w^ll bear the firft overture of a match with a fub- 
\cGt. Her own rank, the fplendour of her former 
•marriage, and the folicitations at this time of fo 
many powerful princes, crowded into her thoughts, 
and made her fenfibly feel how humbling and dif^ 
refpedful Elizabeth's propofal was. She diffembled, 
however, with the Engliih refidentj and though 
{he deckired, in ftrong terms, what a degradation 

• ' Camden, '549. 

(he 
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fee would deem this alliance, which brought along 
with it no advantage that could juftify fuch negleft 
of her own dignity, (he mentioned the earl of Lei- ^^^♦' 
cefter, notwithftanding, in terms full of refped K 

Elizabeth, we may prefume, did not wi(h that Ej'*»*»fth'« 
the propofal mould be received in any other man- cummcnd- 
ner. After the extraordinary marks (he had given "^ 
of her own attachment to Leicefter, and while he 
was ftill in the very height of favour, it i$ not pro- 
bable flie could think ferioufly of beftowing him 
upon another. It was not her aim to perfuade, but 
only to amufe Mary\ Almoft three years were 
elapfed fince her return into Scotland; and though 
folicited by her fubjeflis, and courted by the greateft 
princes in Europe, (he had hitherto been prevented 
from marrying, chiefly by the artifices of Eliza- 
beth. If at this time the Englilh queen could have 
engaged* Mary to liften to htr propoial in favour 
of Leicefter, her power over this creature of her 
own would have enabled her to protradl the nego- 
tiation at pleafure ; and, by keeping her rival un* 
married, flie^ would have rendered the profped of 
her fucceiTion lefs acceptable to the £lngli(h. 

Leicester's own fituafioa was extremely deli- 
cate and embarraffing. To gain poffeffion of the • 
moft amiable woman of the age, to carry away 
this prize from fo many contending princes, to 
mount the throne of an ancient kingdom, might 
have flattered the ambition of a fubjeft much more 
confiderable than him. He faw all thefe advan- 
tages, no doubt i and, in fecret, they made their 

» Keitbi 253. * McIy. IQ4, 1C5. 

H 3 full 
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^?i?^ fall inlprefGon on hira. But, without offending 

w-v^-iii-; Elizabeth, he durft not venture on the moft dift 

?^^** tant difcovery of his fentiments, or take any ftep 

towards facilitating hh acquifition of objefts fp 

worthy of defire. 

On the other hand, Elizabeth's partiality towards 
him, which ftie was at no pains to conceal *, might 
infpire him vyith hopes of attaining the fupreme 
rank in a kingdom more illuftrious than Scotland, 
Elizabeth had often declared that nothing but her 
refolution to lead a fmgle life, and his being bom 
her pv/n fubjeft, would have hindered her from 
' chufmg the earl of Leicefter for a hufband. SUch; 
confider^tions of prudence are, however, often 
furmounted by love; and Leicefter might flatter 
himfelf, that the violence of her affefSlion would at 
length triumph both over the maxims of policy and 
the fcruples of pride. Thefe hopes induced him, 
now and then, to conclude the propofal of his mar- 
riage with the Scottifli queen to be a projeft for 
his deftruflion; and he imputed it to the malice of 
Cecil, who, under the fpecious pretence of doing 
him honour) intended to ruin him in the good opi- 
nion both of Elizabeth and Mary ^. 
* A TREATY of marriage, propofed by one queen^ 
who dreaded its fuccefs; Kftened to by another, 
who was fecretly determined againft it ; and 
fcarcely defired by the man himfelf, whofe intereft 
and reputation it was calculated, in appearance, ta 
promote j could not, under fo many unfavourable 
cirqumftances, be brought to a fortunate iflfue* 

* Melv, 93, 94. J Ibi4. 101. 

Both 
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Both Elizabeth and Mary continued, however, to ^^^^^ 

aft with equal diffimulation. The former, not- v.— -v^-^ 

withftanding her fears of lofmg Leicefter, folicited '^^^' 

warmly in his behalf. The latter, though flie be- 

gan about this time to caft her eyes upon another 

fubjed of England, did not at once venture finally 

to rqed Elizabeth's favourite. ^ 

The perfoa towards whom Mary began to turn ^--^'y «"- 
her thoughts, was Henry Stewart lord Darnly, ih.u . . of 
eldeft fon of the earl of Lennox. That nobleman, u,'<d'D.iiniy. 
having been driven out of* Scotland under the re- 
gency of the duke of Chatelherault, had lived in 
banifhment for twenty years. His wife, lady 
Margaret Douglas, was Mary's mod dangerous 
rival in her claim upon the Englifli fucceflion. She 
was the daughter of Margaret, the eldeft fifter of 
Henry VIIL by the earl of Angus, whom that 
queen married after the death of her hufband 
James IV. In that age, the right and order of 
fucceflion was not fettled with the fame accuracy 
as at prefent. Time, and the decifion of almoft 
every cafe that can poflibly happen, have at laft 
introduced certainty into a matter, which naturally 
is fubjeft to all the variety arifing from the caprice 
of lawyers, guided by obfcure, and often imaginary 
analogies. The countefs of Lennox, though born 
of a fecond marriage, was one degree nearer the 
royal blood of England than Mary. She was the 
daughter, Mary only the grand-daughter, of Mar- 
garet. This was not the only advantage over Mary 
which the countefs of Lennox enjoyed. She was 
l?Qrn in England, and, by a maxim of law in that 
H 4 country, 
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country, with regard to private inheritances, ** who* 
ever is not born in England, or at leaft of parents who, 
'^^^* at the fime of his birth, were in the obedience of the 
king of England, cannot enjoy any inheritance in 
the kingdom K'* This maxim, Hales, an Englifli 
lawyer, produced in a treatife which he publifhed 
at this time, and endeavoured to apply it to the 
right of fucceffion to the crown. In a private 
caufe thefe pretexts might have given rife to a 
lone and doubtful litigation ; where a crown was 
at iiake, fuch nice difputes and fuhtilties were to 
be avoided with the utmoft care. If Darnly fliould 
happen to contradt an alliance with any of the power- 
ful families in England, or fhould publicly profefs 
the proteftant religion, thefe plaufible and popular 
topics might be fo Urged, as to prove fatal to the 
pretenfions of a foreigner and of a "papift. 

Mary was aware of all this j and, in order to 
prevent any danger from that quarter, had early 
endeavoured to cultivate a friendly correfpondence 
with the family of Lennox. In the year one 
thpufand five hundred . and fixty-two '^, both the 
earl and the lady Margaret were taken into cuftody 
by Elizabeth's orders, on account of their hold- 
ing a fecret correfpondence with the Scottifli 
queen. 
Eiirabeih From the time that Mary became fenfible of 

plcafedwiih Ac difficulties which would attend her marrying 
>^"' a foreign prince, fhe entered into a flilj clofer con- 

nexion with the earl of Lennox ", and invited bira 

' Carte, Hift. of Eng. vol. iii. 422. 

» Camd. 389. . " Ibid. ^^6. 

to 
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to return into Scotland, This flie endeavoured 
to conceal from Elizabeth j but a tranfaftion of fo 
much importance did not efcape the notice of that ^^^^ 
difcerning princefs. She obferved, but did not 
interrupt it. Nothing could fall in more perfeiStly 
with her views concerning Scettifh affairs. She 
was pleafed to fee the pride of the Scottifli queen 
ftoop at laft to the thoughts of taking a fubjefl: to 
her bed. Damly was in no fituation to excite her 
jealoufy or her fears. His father's eftate lay in 
England^ and by means of this pledge (he hoped 
to keep the negotiation entirely in her own hands, 
to play the fame game of artifice and delay, which 
flie had planned out, if her recommendation of Lei- 
cefter had been more favourably received. 

As, before the union of the two crowns, no fub- 
jed of one kingdom could pafs into the other 
without the permifSon of both fovereigns ; no 
fooner did Lennox, under pretence of profecuting 
his wife's claim upon the earldom of Angus, apply 
to Elizabeth for her licence to go into Scotland, 
than he obtained it. Together with it, fhe gave 
him letters, warmly recommending his perfoii and 
caufe to Mary's friendfliip and proteflion °. But 
at the fame time, as it was her manner to involve 
all her tranfaftions with regard to Scotland in fome 
degree of perplexity and contradiftion, (he warned 
Mary, that this indulgence of Lennox might prove 
fatal to herfelf, as his return could not fail of reviv- 
ing the ancient animofity between him and the 
boufe of Hamilton. 

* Keith; 255. 268, 

This 



♦o6 THE HISTORY 

This admonition gave umbrage to Mary, and 
drew from her an angry reply, which occafioned 
■ ^^* for fome time a total interruption . of all corre- 
fpondence between the two queens p. Mary was 
iiot a little alarmed at this j fhe both dreaded the 
effects of Elizabeth's refentment, and felt fenfibly 
the difadvantage of being excluded from a free in- 
tercourfe with England, where her ambafl'adors 
had all along carried on, with fome fuccefs, fecret 
negotiations, which increafed the number of her 
partifans, and paved her way towards the throne, 
. In order to remove the caufes of the prefent diffi- 
culty, Melvil was fent exprefs to the court of Eng- 
land. He found it no difficult matter to bring 
;about a reconcilemei^t ; and foon re-eftablifhed the 
appearance, but not the confidence of friendfhip, 
which was all that had fubfifled for fome time be- 
tween the two queens. 

During this negotiation, Elizabeth's profelfions 

pf love to Mary, and Melvil's replies in the name 

of his miftfefs, were made in the language of the 

warmeft and moft cordial friendfhip. But what Mel- 

^ yil truly obferves with refpeO: to Elizabeth, may be 

extended, without injuftice, to both queens. ^' There 

was neither plain-doling, nor upright meaning, but 

great diffimulation, envy, and fear *^.'* 

Lennox ar- Lennox, howcvcr, in confequcnce of the licence 

^coUand. which he had obtained, fet out for Scotland, and 

was received by the queen, not only with the re- 

fpeft due to a nobleman fo nearly allied to the royal 

family, but treated with a jdiflinguifhed familiarity, 

p Keith, 2^3. Mdv. 83, * McIy. 1C4. 
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which could not fail of infpiring him with more ® ^^^ ^ 
elevated hopes. The rumour of his fon's marriage ^^^^-^-^^ 
to the queen began to fpread over the kingdom ; '*^ 
and the eyes of all Scotland were turned upon himi 
as the father of their future mailer. The duke of 
Chatelherault was the firft to take the alarm. He 
confidered Lennox as the ancient and hereditary 
enemy of the houfe pf Hamilton ; and, in his 
grandeur, faw the ruin of himfelf and his friends* 
But the queen interpofed her authority to prevent 
any violent ruptute, and employed all her influ- 
ence to bring about an accommodatibn of the dif- 
ferences \ 

-The powerful family of Douglas no lefs dreaded 
Lennox's return, from an apprehenfion that he 
would wreft the earldom of Angus out of their 
hands. But the queen, who well knew how dan- 
gerous it would be to irritate Morton, and other 
great men of that name, prevailed on Lennox to 
purchafe their friendfhip, by allowing his lady's 
claim upon the earldom of Angus to drop ". 

After thefe prehminary fteps, Mary ventured Pecember. 
to call a meeting of parliament. The aft of for- 
feiture paffed againft Lennox in the year one thou- 
fand five hundred and forty-five was repealed, and* 
he was publicly reftored to the honours and eftate 
of his anceftors '. 

The ecclefiaftical tranfaftions of this year were janci5. 
not confiderable. In the aifemblies of the church, ?^Vf/rU 
the fame complaints of the increiafe of idolatry^ fufpiciou* 

'Keith, 259. • Ibi4. 268. Note (3). r;:i'f 

I S«c Append. No. IX. ^^ 
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the fame reprefentations concerning the poverty of 
the clergy, were renewed. The reply which the 
queen made to thefe, and her promifes of redrefs, 
were more fatisfying to the proteftants than any 
they had hitherto obtained ''. But, notwithftand- 
ing her declarations in their favour, they could, not 
help harbouring many fu(picions concerning Mary*& 
defigns againft their reUgion. She had never once 
confented to hear any preacher of the reformed 
dpdtrine. She had abated nothing of her bigoted 
attachment to the Romifh faith. The genius of 
that fuperftitlon, averfe at all times from toleration, 
was in that age fierce and unrelenting. Mary had * 
given her friends on the continent repeated alTur- 
ances of her refolution to re-cftablifh the catholic 
church "". She had induftrioufly avoided every op- 
portunity of ratifying the ads of parliament one 
thoufand five hundred and fixty, in favour of the 
Reformation. Even the proteftion which, ever 
iince her return, fhe had afforded the proteftant 
religion, was merely temporary, and declared, by 
her own proclamation, to be of force only *' till flic 
fliould take forae final order in the matter of reli- 
gion ^.'* The vigilant zeal of the preachers was 
inattentive to none of thefe circumftances. The 
coldnefs of their principal leaders, who were at 
this time entirely devoted to the court, added to 
their jealoufies and fears. Thefe they uttered to 
the people, in language which they deemed fuitable 
(o the neceility of the times, and which the queen 

« Keith, 533. 539. * Carte, vol.iii. 415- 

• » Keith, 504, 510. 
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reckoned difrefpeaful and infolent. In a meeting 
of the general affembly, Maitland publicly accufed 
Knox of teaching feditious dofitrine, concerning 
the right of fubjefts to refift thofe fovereigns who 
trerpafs againft the duty which they owe to the 
people. Knox was not backward to juftify what 
he had taught ; and upon this general dodlrine of 
refiftance, fo juft in its own nature, but fo delicate 
in its application to particular cafes, there enfued a 
debate, which, admirably difplays the talents and 
charafter of both the cifputants ii the acutenefs of 
the former, embellilhed with learning, but prone 
to fubtilty J the vigorous underftanding of the 
latter, delighting in bold fentiments, and fuperior 
to all fear \ 

Two years had already been confumed in fruit- 1565. 
lefs negotiations concerning the marriage of the tion bmh of 
Scottifli queen. Mary had full leifure and oppor- f^jj^jjj^,^,'' 
tunity to difcern the fallacy and deceit of all Eliza- *"h "^eg"** 
beth's proceedings with refpefl to it. But, in rtage!"'*"' 
order to fet the real intentions of the Englifli queen 
in a clear light, and to bring her to fome explicit 
declaration of her fentiments, Mary at laft inti- Feb. 5. 
mated to Randolph, that, on condition her right 
of fucceffion to the crown of England were pub- 
licly acknowledged, flie was ready to yield to the . 
folicitations of bis miftrefs in behalf of Leicefter *. 
Nothing could be farther than this from the mind 
and intention of Elizabeth. The right of fuccef- 
fion was a myftery, wliich, during her whole reign, 
ber jealoufy pre&rved untouched and unexplained. 

• Knox, 549. • Keith, 269. 



no THE HISTORY 

^?i?^ She had promifed, however, when Ihe firft began 
<— -./— ^ to intereft herfelf in the marriage of the Scottifli 
^^^^' queen, all that was now demanded. How to re- 
treat with decency, how to elude her former offer, 
was, on that account, not a little perplexing. 

The facility with which lord Darnly obtained 
permiflibn to vifit the court of Scotland, was 
owing, in all prabability, to that embarraffment. 
From the time of Melvirs embafly, the countefs 
of Lennox had warmly folicited thi$. liberty for her 
fon. Elizabeth was no ftranger to the ambitious 
hopes with which that young nobleman flattered 
himfelf. She had received repeated advices from 
her minifters of the fentiments which Mary began 
to entertain in his favour^. It was entirely in 
her power to prevent his ftirring out of London. 
In the prefent cpnjunSure, however, nothing 
could be of more advantage to her than Damly'i 
journey into Scotland. She had already brought 
one adlor upon the ftage, who, under her ma- 
nagement, had, for a long time, amufed the 
Scottifli queen. She hope^, no lefs abfolutely, 
to diredk the motions of Darnly, who was like- 
. wife her fubjefl: ; and again to involve Mary in 
a^ the tedious intricacies of negotiation. Thefe 
motives determined Elizabeth and her minifters 
to yield to the folicitations of the countefs of 
Lennox.' 
Darnly ar- BuT this dccp-lald fcheme was in a moment dif-* 
sc^^Md. concerted. Such unexpefl:ed events, as the fancy 
of poets afcribes to love, are fometimes really 

* Keith, 2J9. 261. 266.' 
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produced by that pafTuiu An affair which had book 
been the objed of fo many political intrigues, _-,Auv 
and had moved and interefted fo many princes, '^^^• 
was at laft decided by the fudden liking of two 
young perfons. Lord Darnly was at this time in 
the firft bloom and vigour of youth. In beauty 
and gracefulnefs of perfon he furpaffed all his co- 
temporaries ; he excelled eminently in fuch arts as 
add eafe and elegance to external form, and which 
enabled it not only to dazzle^ but to pleafe. Mary Gains the 
was of an age, and of a temper, to feel the full leln. ' 
power pf thefe accomplifliments. The impreffion 
which lord Darnlv made upon her was vifxblc 
from the time of tneir firft interview. The whole Feb. 13. 
bufinefs of the court was to amufe and entertaia 
this iliuftrious gueft " ; and in all thofe fcenes of 
gaiety, Darnly, whofe qualifications were altoge- 
ther fuperficial and ihowy, appeared to great ad<^ 
vantage. His conqueft of the queen's ^ heart be- 
came complete; and inclination now prompted 
her to conclude her marriage, the firft thoughts of 
which had been fuggefted by confiderations merely 
political. 

Elizabeth contributed, and perhaps not with- 
out defign, to increafe the violence of this paflion. 
Soon after Darnly's arrival in Scotland, fhe, in re- 
turn to that meffage whereby Mary had fignified 
her willingnefs to accept of Leicefter, gave an an- 
fwer in fuch terms as plainly unravelled her origi- 
nal intention in that intrigue**. She promifed, if 
the Scottiih queen's marriage with Leicefter fliould 
^ ! Kqox, ^69. i JKLcith, 370. ^ App. 158* 
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take place, to advance him to great honours ; but, 
with regard to Mary's title to the Englifli fuccef* 
lion, Ihe would neither fuffer any legal inquiry to 
be made concerning it, nor permit it to be pub- 
licly recognifed, until {he herfelf fhould declare her 
refolution never to marry. Notwithftanding Eli* 
zabeth's former promifes, Mary, had reafon to ex* 
peft every thing contained in this reply ; her high 
fpirit, however, could not bear with patience fuch 
a cruel difcovery of the contempt, the artifice, and 
mockery, with which, under the veil of friendfliip, 
fce had been fo long abufed. She burft into tears 
of indignation, and expreffed, with the utmoft bit- 
temefs, her fenfc of that difmgenuous craft which 
had been employed to deceive her \ 

The natural effect of this indignation was to add 
to the impetuofity with which (he purfued her own 
fcheme. Blinded by refentment as well as by love, 
flie obferved no defefts in the man whom ihe had 
chofen ; and began to take the neceffary fteps to- 
wards accompii(hing her defign, with all the impa- 
tience natural to thofe paiSons. 

As Darnly was fo nearly related to the queen, 
the canon law made it neceffary to obtain the 
pope's difpenfation before the celebration of the 
marriage^ For this purpofe ihe early fet on foot a 
negotiation with the court of Rome ^ 
The French She was bufy, at the fame time, in procuring 
prove of the the confeut of the French king and his mother, 
paving communicated her defign, and the motives 
which determined her choice, to Caftelnau the 
• Keiths Append. 159. ' ^ Camd. 396. 
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Freftch ambafiador, (he employed him, as the 
mod proper perfon, to bring his court to fell in 
wkh her views. Among other arguments to this '^^^' 
purpofe, Caftelnau mentioned Mary's attachment 
to Damly, which he reprefented to be fo violent 
and deep-rooted, that it wzs no longer in her own 
power to break off the maftch «. Nor were the 
French minifters backward in encouraging Mary's 
paflion. Her pride would never ftoop to an alli- 
ance with a fubjeft of France. By this choice 
they were delivered from the apprdhetifion of a 
match with any of the Auftrian princes, as well as 
the danger of too clofe an union with Elizabeth ; 
and as Damly profeffed the Roman catholic reli- 
gion, this fuited the bigotted fchemes which that 
court adopted. 

While Mary was endeavouring to reconcile fo- ^^'^^Xvl-^ 
reiffn courts to a meafure which fhe had fo much rai of ih^ 
at heart, Damly and his father, by their behaviour, 
were raifmg up enemies at home to obftruft it. 
Lennox had, during the former part of his life, 
difcovered no great compufs of abilities or political 
wifdom ; and appears to have been a man of a 
' weak underftanding and violent paffions. Damly 
was not fnperior to his father in underftanding, 
and all bis paffions were ItlU more impetuous^" 
To tbefe he added that infolence, which the ad- 
vantage of external form, when accompanied with 
no quality more valuable, is apt to infpire. Intoxi. 
^ c^ted with the queen's favour, he began already 
tp affume the haughtinefs of a king, and to put on 

» Cafteln.464. *Kcith> 27a, J73, 
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^?if^ £bat imperious air, \rhieh majefty itfelf can fcaiw 
v-—-.-^ render tolerable. 

PHrtifuhiiy ^^ was by the advice, or at leaft wirh the con- 
SiMviay. fent, of Murray ?.nd his party, that Lennox had 
been invitfed into Scotland ' : and yet, no fooner 
did he acquire a firm footing in that kingdom, 
than he began to ent^r ii^o fecret cabals, withi 
thofe noblemen who were known to be avowed 
enemies to Murray, ami, with regatd to religion, 
to be either neutrals^ or favourers of popery*^.. 
ID^amly, ftill more imprudent, aHowed fome rafti 
expreffions concerning thofe favours which the 
queen'!^ bowity had conferred upon Murray to 
efcapehim^ 

But, above all thefe, t|fe familuirity which 
Damly cultivated with David Rizio, contributed 
to increafe the fufpicion* an^ difguft of the nobles, 
the rife of The low birth and indigent condition of this 
^ur, man placed him in a flation in which he ought na- 

turally to have remained unknown to pofterity. 
But what fortune called him to aft and to fufter in 
Scotland, obliges hiftory to defcend from its dig- 
Mity, and to record bis adventures. He was the 
fdn of a imifician In Turin, and having accompa- 
' nied the Piedmohtefe ambaflador into Scotland, 
' gained admiflion into the queen's family by his 
•-fidll in mufic. As his dependent condition had 
taught him fupplenefs of fpirit and infmuating 
' rhanners, he quickly crept into the queeJi's favour, 

• and lier French fecretary happening to return at 

• ihat time^to his own country, was preferred by 

' knox/j^y^ Keith, a74, * Ibid, aja* ' Ibid, 274. 
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Jbfer to that office. He now began to make a 
figure in courts and to appear as a man of confe- 
t}ueDcex The whole tcain . of fuitors .and exped- 
%msi wl)^{baye an e^renie fagaclty in difcovering 
thd paths which lead moil dire£tly to Xuccers^.ap* 
pU^ itQ .bimi Hi$ recommendations were ob- 
f^ed jtO'Mve great influence over the queen, and 
hergj^^jp.be. conddered not only as a fstvourite, 
but as a miniilen Nor was Rizio careful to abate 
tluit Qnvy which always attends fuch an extraordi- 
nary and fSpid change of fortune. He ftudied; on 
-the cwUr#ry, to djfpjay the .whole extent of his fir- 
vpur. Jfii^ affected to talk often and familiarly 
with the queen in public. He equalled the greateit 
and moft.opulHit fubjedls^ in richnefs of drefs, and 
in the number of his attendants. He difcovered, 
in dl fais behaviour, that afluming infolence, with 
which unmerited profperity infpires an ignoble 
mind« It was with the utmoft indignation that th^ 
nobles beheld the power, it was with the utmoft 
.di$cultM th^tt they tolerated the arrogance, of this 
unword|^ minion. Even in the queen's preifence 
they could not forbear treating him with marks of 
contempt. !(^or was it his exorbitant power alone 
which exafperated the Scots* They confidered 
him, and not without reafon, as a dangerous enemy 
to the proteftant religion, and fufpe^ed that he 
held, for this purpofe, a (ecret correfpondence 
^th the court of Rome ™* 

. It was t)arnly's misfortune to fall under .the vm\y*t 
management of this man, who, by flattery and at ^JJ^j^ 

* Buchan. 340. MelV. 107. 
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^^M.^ fiduity, eafily gained on his vanity afltt hte«pe^ 

^-— ^ rience. All Rizio's influence with the queen wa« 

^^^' employed* in his behalf, and contributed, withoirt 
doubt, towardis eftablifliing him more firmly in her 
affedions". But wbateveir benefit Darnly tnJ^ht 
reap frotti his patronage, it did hot cottndsfbs^aike 
the contepipt, and even infamy, to whidl fee 'wag 
cxpofedy on account of his familiarity -^^ith fuch an 
upftart. 

Though Darnly daily, made progf efs in ^ the 
queen's affedions, (he conduced herfelf^ 'however, 
with fuch prudent referre, as to impdfe on Ran- 
dolph the Englifli refident, a man otherwife (hrewd 
and penetrating. It 'appears from hi^ letters M 
Ithis period, that he entertained nfOttheltaft fufpl- 
cion of the intrigue which was carrymgonj. and 
gave bis court repeated aflurances^, tbit «he Scot- 
tifh queen had no defign of marrying Damly''?; In 
the raidft of this fecurity, Mary difpatcAed Mait- 
land to Tignify her intention to Elizabeth', and to 
folicit her confent to the marriage with l>ariily. 
* This enibafly was the firft thing which opened the 
eyes of Randolph. ' ' 
Aprii is. : Elizabeth affefted the greateft furprifc at this 
dechrcs a- fudden refolution of the Scottim queen, but with- 
fiueen^V" '"out rcafon. The train w^s hid by herfelf, and (he 
wuh D.!rn. had no caufc to wonder when it took effefi:. She 
'y* ^cxpreffed at the feme time her difapprobjition of 
the match, in the ftrongeft terms ; and pretended 
to • fbrefee many dangers and incbnveniehcies 
tirifing -from if, to both kingdoms. But this toio 

" Melv, III. ^•Kdtb/27J, and Append, 159, 
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*ftft mere affeftation. Mary had often and plainly ^^^^^ 
declsH'ed her refolution to marry. It was impof* s^ — /-^-^ 
fible file could make any choice more inoflfenfive. ^^\^ 
The danger of introducing a foreign interefl: into 
Bntain, which Elizabeth had fo jullly dreaded, was 
entirely avoided. Darnly, though allied to both 
crowns, and poUefied of lands in both kingdoms, 
could he iormidable to neither. It is evident from, 
all thefe circumftancea, that EliEabetk^s apprehen- 
lions of danger could not poilibly be ferious; and 
that in all her violent declarations againd Darnly, 
there was much more of grimace than of reality ^ 

There were not wanting, however, political mo- 
tives of fuch weight, to induce that artful princefs 
to put on the ^earance of great difplealure. Mary, 
intimidated by this, might perhaps delay her mar^ 
xiagej which Elizabeth defired to obftrud with a 
weaknefs that little fuited the dignity of her mind and 
the elevation of her cbara£ter« Befides, the tranquil- 
lity of her own kingdom was the great objeft of Eli- 
;7abeth's policy; and, by declaring her diifatisfadion 
with JMkry^s condud, fhe hoped to alarm that party 
ia Scotland, which was attached to the Englilh in- 
tereft, and to encourage fuch of the nobles, as fe- 
cretly difapproved the match, openly to oppofe it*. 

** Even the hiftorians of that age acknowledge, that the 
marriage of the Scottish queen with a fubjed was far from 
being difagreeable to Ebzabeth. KooXy 369, 373. Buchan* 
329. Caftdnau, who at that time was well acquainted with 
the intrigues of both the Britrfli courts, affertg, upon grounds 
of great probability, that the match was wholly Elizabeth's 
own' Work ; Cafteln. 46a. ; and that flie rejoiced at the accom* 
plifliment of it, appears from the letters of her own ambafladors. 
• JieiAi 2Sp. 288. 
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BOOK The feeds of clifcbrd ^ould by this means ba 
fcattered through /that' kingdpm. Ititeftihe com- 
^5^5. indtions might ?Crife. Amidft thefe JVIary could 
form none of thofe dangerous fphemes to which 
the union of Ker people might have prpmpted'her/ 
Elizabeth would become the umpire between the 
Scottifli queen and her contending flibjefts ; an4 
England might look on with fepurity, while ^ 
ftorrii which fhe had raifcd, wafted the oiily )dng- 
doni ^hich could poffibiy difturb its peape. 
May I. In profecutipn of this fcheme, Ihe laid before 
her privy council the meiTage from the Scottiffj* 
queen, and confulted them with regard to the an^ 
fwer fhe fllould return. Their determination, it 
is cafy to conceive, was perfeftly conformable to 
her fecret views. They drew pp a rempnftrance 
jagainft the intended match, full of the imaginary' 
gangers with which that event threatened the king- 
dom \ Nor did fhe think it enough, to figilify 
Throgmor- |^i^ difapprobation of the meafure, either by Maitr 
ftjua iu ' land, Mary's ambaflador, or by Randolph, K^r own 
refident in Scotland; in order to add more cngnity 
to the farce which fht chofe tp act, fhe appointee! 
Sir Nicholas Thi^ogriibrton her ambaflador extra- 
ordinary. She (Commanded him to declare, in the 
ftrongeft terms, her fiiffatisfaftion with the ftep 
which Mary propofed tp take; and at the fame 
time to produce the determination of the privy 
council as an evidence that the fentiments pf the 
•^ nation were not different from her own. Not long 

afjfer, fhe confined the copntpfs of Lennox as a 

? Keith, 27^}.. Sec Append. No X. 
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pfifoaer, firft in her Jioufe, and then fcnt fcer to ^^^^^ 
the tower \ s^^^^s,^-*^ 

Intelligence of all this reached Scotland be- ^•^^' 
fore t>e arrival of the EnglUh ambaflador. In the 
"firft. tranfports of her indignation, Mary refolved 
no longer to keep any tnesffures with Elizabeth $ 
and fent orddrs to Maitlapd, who accompanied 
Throgmorton, to return inflantly to the Engliih 
court, and in her name to declare to Elizabeth 
that, after having been amufed fo long to fo little 
purpofe; alFter having been fooled, and impofed 
on fo grofsly by her artifices j Ihe was now refolved 
to gratify her own inclination, aad to aik no other 
-confent but that of her own fubjeflts, in the choice 
of an hufband* Maitland, with his ufual fagacity^ 
forefaw all the efFe£ts of fuch a ra(h and angry 
meiTage, and ventured rather to incur the difplea^ 
fure of his miftrefs, by difobeying her commands;, 
than to be made the inftriament of tearing afdnder 
fp violently tlii? few remaining ties which ftill linked 
together the two queens '- 

MA$ly herfelf foon became fenfible of her error. 
She received the Englifii ambaflador with refpe£l;- 
juftified her own condud with decency ; and though 
unalterable in her refolution, fhe affeded a won- 
derful foUcitude to reconcile Elizabeth to the mea- 
fure ; and even pretended, out of complaifance to- 
wards her, to put off the confummation of the 
marriage for fome months \. It is probable, how- 
<;yer, that the want of the pope's difpenfadon, and 

' Kcub, Append, i6i. ' Ibid. i6o. ' Ibid. 3578. 
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^?i?^ the profpeft of gaining the confent of her owxi 
^— ^.--^-^ fubjefts, were the real motives of this delay. 
MunaV's This confent Mary laboured with the utmoft 

avcrfion to induftry to obtain. The earl of Murray was the 
perfon m the iungdom, whole concurrence was oi 
- the greateft importance ; but Ihe had reafon to 
fear that it would not be procured without ex-' 
treme difficulty. From the time of Lennox's re- 
turn into Scotland, Murray perceived that the 
queen's affedtions began gradually to be eftranged 
from him. Darnly, Athol, Riaio, all the court 
favourites combined againft him. His ambitious 
fpirit could not brook this diminution of his power, 
which his former fervices had fo little merited. 
He retired into the country, and gave way to 
rivals with whom he was unable to contend". 
The return of the carl of Both well, his avowe4 
epemy, who had been accufed of a defign upon 
. • his life, and who had refided for fome time in fo* 
reign countries, obliged him to attend to his own 
- fafety. No intreaty of the queen could perfuada 
him to a reconcilement with that nobleman* 'He 
iijfifted on having him brought to a public trial, 
and prevailed, by his importunity, to have a day 
fixed for it. Bothwell durft not appear in oppofi- 
tion to a man, who came to the place of trial at- 
tended by five thoufand of his followers on horfe^ 
back. He was once more conftrajned to leave the 
kingdom ; but, by the queen's command, the fen- 
tence of outlawry, which is incurred by non-ap, 
parance^ was not pronounced againft him \ 
I Keith, 272. 274. Append. 159. ^ Ibid. Append. 160. 

MarVjj 
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Mary, fcnfibie, at the fame time, of how much 
JmportaijiGe it was to gain a fubjeft fo powerful, and 
fo popular as the earl of Murray, invited him back ^^\ 
to court, and received him with many demonftra- 
tbns of refpeft and confidence. At laft flie de*- 
fired him to fet an example to her other fubjefts 
by fubfcribing a paper, containing a formal appro- 
bation of her marriage with Damly, Murray had 
many reafons to hefitate, and even to withhold his 
affent. Darnly.bad,not only undermined his credit 
with the queen, but difcovered, on every occa- 
fion, a rooted averfion to his perfon. By confent- 
ing to his elevation to the throne, he would give 
him fuch an acceffion of dignity and power, as no 
man willii^ly beftows on an enemy. The unhappy 
confequences which might follow upon a breach 
with Bjjgland, were likewife of confiderable weight 
with Murray. He had always openly preferred a 
confederacy with England, before the ancient alli- 
ance with France. By his means, chiefly, this 
c]iange in the fyftem of national politics had been 
brought about. A league with England had been 
eftablifhed ; and he could not think of facrificing, 
to a rafli apd youthful paflion, an alliance of fo 
much utility to the kingdom ; and which he and 
the other nobles were bound, by every obligation, . 
to maintain y. Nor was the intereft of religion 
forgotten on this occafion. Mary, though fur- 
rounded by proteftant counfellors, had found means 
tg hold a dangerous .correfpondence with foreign 
fatholics. She had even courted the pope's pro- 

y Keith, 165. 

teOiion, 
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BOOK teElion, who had fent her a fubfidy of eight tfaoiw 
^^^^A ^_ J fand crowns % Though Murray had hitherto en- 
^s^S' deavoiired to bridle the zeal of the reformed 
clergy, and to fet the queen's condu^ m the mofl: 
favourable light, yet her obftinate adherence to 
her own religion couid not fail of alarming him, 
and by her refolution to marry a papift, the hope 
of reclaiming her, by an union with a proteftant, 
was for ever cut off % Each of thefe oonfiderations 
had its influence on Murray, and all of them de- 
termined him to decline complying at that time 
I with .the queen's requeft, 
^ay H' The convention of nobles, which was affenii- 

lion of the bied a few days after, difcovered a greater difpofi-» 
pl'o'vesaf' tion to gratify the queen. Many of them, with- 
out hefitation, jexprefled their approbation of the 
intended match ; but as others were ftartled at the 
fame daiigers which had alarmed Murray^ or were 
influenced by his example to refufe their confent, 
another convention was appointed at Perth, in 
cixler to deliberate more fully concerning this 
matter \ 

Meanwhile Mary gave a public evidence of 
her own inclination, by conferring upon Damly 
titles of honour peculiar to the royal family. The 
oppofition flie had hitherto met with, and the 
many contrivances employed to thwart and difap^ 
point her inclination, produced their ufual efTeft 
on her heart, they confirmed her paflion, and in-. 
creafed its violence. The fimplicity of that age 

*' Keith, ipj. Melv. 114. • Keith, Append. 160. 

* Jbid- 28.3. Knox, ^73. 
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{mputed aa aflFcftion fo cxceffive, tc5 the influence 
of witchcraft*'* It was owing, however, to no 
other charm, than the irreftftible power of youth '^^^• 
and beaufy oyer a young arid tender heart. Darnly 
grew giddy with his profperity. Flatterisd by the 
love of a queen, and the applaufe of many among 
her'fubjefts, his natural haughtinefs and infolence 
became infupportable, and he could no longer 
bear advice, far lefs contradiftion. Lord Ruthven, 
happening to be the fir ft perfon who informed him 
that Mary, in order to footh Elizabeth, had de- 
layed fqr fome time creating him duke of Albany, 
he, in a frenzy of rage, drew hi^ dagger, and at- 
tempted to ft'ab him *^. It required all Mary's at- 
tention, to prevent hi$ falling under that contempt 
to which fuch behaviqur defervedly erpofed* him. 

In no fcene of her life was ever Mary's own Mary's td- 
addrefs more remarkably difplayed; Love fharp- ^^fnlnghcr 
ened her invention, and made her ftudy every *"4^*- 
method of gaining her fubjefts. Many of the 
iiobles fhe won by heraddrefsiand mqreby herpro- 
mifes. On fome fhe bellowed lands, to others (he 
gave new titles of honopr '. She even condefcend- 
jed to court the proteffarit clergy ; and having in- 
vited three of their fuperintendants to Stirling, fhe 
declared, in ftyong terms, her refolution to protefl: 
their religion, ^xprefled her willingnefs to be pre- 
fent at a conference upon the points in doflrine 
which were difputed between the proteftants and 
papifts, and went fo far as to fhew fpme defire to 
|iear fuch of their preachers as were moft remark- 

*= Keith. 283. * Ibid. Append. 160. ' Ibid. 283. 
* 4 able 
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^u?^ able for their moderation^. By thefe arts the 

^-r^^-*^ queen gained wonderfuiry upon the people, who, 

"'^^^* unlefs their jealoufy be r^ifed by repeated injuries, 

are always ready to view the adions fii th^ fove- 

rdgn with an indulgent eye. 

On the other hand, Murray and his affociates 
were plainly the dupes of Elizabeth's policy* She 
talked in fo high a drain of her difpleafure at the 
intended *match ; fhe treated lady Lennox with fo 
much rigour ; fhe wrote to the Scottifli queen in 
fuch high terms ; fhe recalled the earl of Lennox 
;and his fon in fuch a peremptory manner, and 
with fuch fevere denunciations of her vengeance if 
they fhouldrprefume to difbbey ^j that all thefe ex- 
preflions of averfion fully perfuaded them of her 
fincerity. This belief fortified their fcruples with 
refpeft to the match, and encouraged them to . op- 
pofe it. They began w^h forming among them- 
ielves bonds of confederacy and mutual: defence; 
they entered into a fecret correfpondence with the 
Englifh refident, in order to fecure Elizabeth's 
aflfiftance when it ihould become needfuP; they 
endeavoured to fill the nation with fuch apprehen* 
fions of danger, as might counterbalance the influ- 
ence of thofe arts which the queen had employed. 
Schemes ('f BESIDES thefc intrigucs, there were fecretly car- 
^ZnVT^ ried on, by both parties, dark defigns of a more 
^ainftcach criminal nature, and more fuited to the fpirit of 
the age. Darnly, impatient of that oppofition, 
which he imputed wholly to Murray, and refolving 
at any rate to get rid of fuch a powerful eqemy, 

' l^riox, 373. * Kc^tlv 285, 286. * Ibid. 289. 293. a^8. 

formed 
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formed a plot to affaffinate ham, during the meet- ^^p*^ 
iag of the convention at Perth. Murray, on Ws ^^^yw 
part, defpairing of preventing the marriage by any '^^^* 
other means, had, together with the duke of Cha- 
telberault and the earl of Argyll, concerted mea« 
fares for feizing Darnly, and carrying him a pri- 
foner into England. ^ 

If either of thefe confpiracies had taken effeft, 
this convention might have been attended with 
confequences extremely tragical j but both were 
rendered abortive,, by the vigilance or good for- 
tune of thofe againft whom they were formed. 
Murray, being warned of his danger by fome re- 
tainers to the court, who Hill favoured his intereft, 
avoided the blow, by ;iot going to Perth. Mary, 
receiviag intelligeiice of Murray's enterprife, re- 
tired with the uttnoft expedition, along with Darn- 
ly, to the othfer fide of Fwth. Confcious, on both 
fides, of guilt, and inflamed with refentment, it was 
impoffible they could either forget the violence 
which thcmfelves had meditated, or forgive the , 

injuries intended agjiinft them. From that mo- 
ment all hope of reconcilement was at end, and 
their mutual enmity burfl out with every fymptom 
of implacable hatred'. 

On 



* The reality of thefe twa oppolite confgiraqics has given 
occafion to many diiputes and much contradiction. Some 
. deny that any defign was formed again (I the life of Murray ; 
others call in quedion the truth of the' confpiracy againft 
Darnly, There feem, however, to be plauuble reafons for 
Jbjslieving that there is fome foundation for what has been af-^ 
ierte4 with regard to both i though the jscal and credulity^ 

of 
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BOOK On Mary's.r£tijra,to Edinburgh, iJjefiwmpij^ 
v_«-v^ bfr vaflfals by pro9laDU|ipp, zpd fq^ted them by 

"lurfL. ' ' • ■. i>er 
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of patty-writcrs have added to each xnanf exaggerated cir* 
agabft . ctimftances. The following arguments render it probable 
Muiray. ^^^^ f^jj^g violence was intended 9gainft Murray : 

L This is pofltively aiferted by Bachanan» 341^ i. The 
Englifli refidcnt writes. to Cecil, that Murray . Vf?i8 .affivcdly 
informed that a defign was formed of murdering ^ him ^t 
Perth, and mentions various circumttances concerning the 
manner in which the crime was to be committed. If the 
whole had been a. fi&ion of his own, or of Murray, it is im- 
^pof&ble that he could have written in this ftrun to fuch a 
difcerning jninifter. Keith, 287. 3. Murray himfelf con- 
ftantly and publicly perlifled in affirming that fuch a defign 
was formed againft his life. Keith, App. 108. He .was re- 
quired by the queen to tranfmit in writing aa account of the 
confpiracy which be pretended had. been formed againil his 
life. This he did accordingly; but ".when it waq.broiight 
to her majefty by her fervants fent for that purpofe, it ap- 
pears le her highnefs and her council, that his purgation in 
'thjit behalf was not fo fufficient as the matter required." 
Keithy App. 109. He. was therefore fummoned to appear 
within three days before the queen in. Holy rood -hoiife ; and 
in order to encourage him to do fo, a fafc-condad was pffer- 
.ed to him. Ibid. Though he had once confcnttd to appear, 
he afterwards declined to do fo. But whoever conflders 
Murray's fituation, and the charafecr of thofc who direded 
Mary's councils at that time, will hardly deem it a dccifive 
proof of his guilt, that he did not chufe to rifle his pcrfon on 
* fuch fccurity. 4. The furious paffions of Dawly, the fierce- 
ncfs of his refentment, which fcnipled at no violence} and 
the manners of the ajge, render the imputation of f^ph a 
crime lefs improbable. 

II. That Murray and his aiTociates had telblved to feiaTe 
Danily in his return from Perth, appears with ftill greajf^ 
certainty; i. From the.exprefs tcftiraony of Melvi!,- ill. ^ 
although Buchanan, p. 341. and Knox, p. 577. afFeA, with- 
out reafon, to reprefent this as an idle rumour. 2. The qurf*' 
^ tiotf 
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her fetters, to repair diitber in arms, for the pro- 
teSdon of iKr perfon againft her fordgn and do- 

meftic '*'*• 

tion was put to ilandofph, .Whether the governor of Ber- 
i^'ick would receive Lennox and his fon, if they were deli- 
vered at that place? His anfwcr was, *« that they would 
not refufe their own» i. e. their own fnbje£)!s, in whatfoevcr 
fort they came unto us, i. e, whether they returned to £ng- 
land voluntarily, as they had been required, or were brought 
thither by force/* This plainly fliews, that fome fuch de- 
fign was in hand, and' Randolph did not difcourage it by the 
aofwer winch he gave. Keith, 290^ 3. The precipitation 
with which the queen retired, and ^he reafon (he gave for 
this fudden flight, are mentioned by Randolph. Keith, 291. 
4. A great part of the Scottilh nobles, and among thcfc the 
earls of Argyll awd Rothes, who were thcmfeJvcs privy to 
the deiign, affert the reality of the confpiracy. Good. vol. ii. 
358. 

All thefe circum (lances render the truth of both codpi* 
racies probable. But we may obfcrve how far this preof,^ 
though drawn from public records, falls (liort, on both fides, 
of legal and formal evidence. Buchanan arid Randolph, in 
their accounts of the confpiracy again (I Munay, dt£Fer widely 
in almoft every circumftance. The accounts of the attempt 
upon Darnly are not more con(iftent. Melvil alleges, that 
the defign of the confpirators was to carry Darnly a prifoncr 
into England ; the propofal made to Randolph agrees with 
this. Randolph fays, that they intended to carry the queen 
to St. Andrew's. and Darnly to Caillc Campbell. The lords, 
in their declaration, affirm the de%n of the confpirators to 
kave beeta to murder Darnly and his father, to confine the 
^ueen in Lochleven during life, and to ufurp the gQvem* 
ment. To believe iniplicitly whatever they find in an an- 
cient paper, is a folly to which, in every age, antiquarie* 
are extremely prone. Ancient papers, however, often con- 
tara ho more than the (landers of a party, and the lie of the 
►xJay* The declaration of the nobles referred tb, is of thia 
kind ; it is plainly rancorous, and written in the very heat 
t£ faAion. Many things aiTei-ted in it^ ^re evidently falfe or 

exaggerated* 
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® ^j^ ^ rheftk enemies K She was obeyed with all the 
%»-— N^-*^ promptnefs and alacrity with which fubjeds run !o 
'^^^* defend a mild and popular adminiftration. This 
popularity, however, (he owed in a great meafure. 
to Murray, who had directed her adminiftration 
with great prudence- But the crime of oppofmg 
her marriage obliterated the memory of his former 
fervices ; and Mary, impatient of contradidicn, 
and apt to confider thofe who difputed her will, as 
enemies to her perfon, determined to let him feel 
the whole weight of her vengeance. For this pur- 
pofe ihe fummoned him to appear before her upon 
a fhort warning, to anfwer to fuch things as fhould 
be laid to his charge \ At this very time Murray, 
and the lords who adhered to him, were aifemblfld 
at Stirling, to deliberate what courfe they fhould 
hold in fuch a difficult cofijunfture. But the cur- 
rent of popular favour ran fo ftrongly againfl: 
them, and, notwithftanding fome fears and jealou- 
fies, there prevailed in the nation fuch a general 
difpofition to gratify the queen in a matter which 

• fo nearly concerned her, that, without coming to 

exaggerated. Let Murray and his confederates be as ambi- 
tious as we can fuppofe, they muft have had feme' pretences, 
and plaufible ones too, before they could venture to imprifon 
their fovereign for life, and to feizc th< reins of gpvcrnroent ; 
but, at that time, the qneeu's condu6l had afforded no co- 
lourable excufe for proceeding to fuch extremities. It is 
hkcwife remarkable, that in all the proclamations agaii^ 
Murray, of which, fo many are publifhed in Eleith, Appen- 
. dix 1 08, &c. neither the violeat attempt upon Darnly» nor 
that which he is alleged to have formed againft the queen 

• iierfelf, are ever once mentioned, 

^ Keith, 2^8, [ Ibid. Append. 108^ 

' any' 
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any otticr concIufion,than to implore the queen of ^^^ /^ 
England^s proteQion, they put an end to their in- v.-S'-i^i^-^ 
efFeftual confultations, and returned every man to '^^^' 
his own houfe. 

Together with this difcovery of the iveaknefs 
of her enemies, the confluence of her fubjefts from 
all corners of the kingdom afforded Mary an agree* 
able proof of her own flrength* While the queen 
%as in this profperous fituatiouj fhe determined td 
bring to a period an affair which had fo long en- 
groffed her heart and occupied her attention* 
On the twenty-ninth of July, fhe married lord cciebratet 
Darnly. The Ceremony was performed in the ^H^^^^ 
^ueeil^s chapel, according to the rites of the Romifli ^*™'y- 
church ; the pope^s bull difpenfing with their mar- 
riage having been previoufly obtained ". She iffued 
^t the fame time proclamations, conferring the titlfe 
of king of the Scots Upon her hiifband, ind coni- 
tnanding that henceforth all writs at law fhould ruit 
in the joint names of king and queen "i Nothing 
can be a ftrohger proof of the violience of Mary's 
love, or the weakrlefs of her councils, than this 
laft ftep. Whether fhe had any right to chufe ^ 
hufband without cohfent of parliament, was, in 
that age, a matter of fome difpute ** j that fhe had 
no right to confer upon him, by her private autho* 
lity, the title and dignity of kingj or by a fimple 
proclamation to raife her hufband to be the mafter 
of her people, feems to be beyond all doubt* 

* Keith, 307. 
Anderfon,!. 33. See Append. No. XL k 

Buchan. 341. , 
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Francis II. indeed, bore the fame title. It was 
not, however, the gift of the queen, but of the 
nation ; and the confent of parliament was ob- 
tained, before he ventured to affume it. Darnly^s 
condition, as a fubjeft, rendered it ftill more necef- 
fary to have the concurrence of the fupreme coun- 
cil in his favour. Such a violent and unprecedented 
flretch of prerogative, as the fubftituting a procla- 
mation in place of an aft of parliament, might 
have juftly alarmed the nation. But at that time 
the queen poffefled fo entirely the confidence of 
her fubjects, that, notwithflanding all the clamour* 
of the malcontents,^ no fymptoms of general dit 
content appeared on that account. 

Even amidfl that fcene of joy which always ac^ 
companies fuccefsful love, Mary did not fufler the 
Gourfe of her vengeance againfl the malcontent 
nobles to be interrupted. Thre^ days after the 
marriage, Murray was again fummoned to court, 
under the fevered penalties, and, upoa his non- 
i'ppearance, the rigour of jufticetook place, and he 
,was dechired an outlaw p. At the fame time the 
queen fet at liberty lord Gordon, who, ever fince 
his father's infurreSion in the vear one thoufand 
five hundred and fixty-two, had been detained ai 
prifoner ; (he recalled the earl of Sutherland, who, 
on account of his concern in that confpiracy, had 
fled hito Flanders ; and fhe permitted Bothwell to 
return again into Scotland. The firft and laft of 
thefe were among the moll powerful fubjefis in the 
kingdom, and all of them animated with impla* 

' Keithj 309, 3io» 

cable 
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cjiblc hatred to ' Murray, whom they deemed the 
.enemy of their families and the author of their 
own fufferings. This common hatred became the 
foundation of the flrifteft union with the queen, 
and gained them an afcendant over all her councils. 
Murray himfelf confidered this confederacy with 
his avowed enemies, as a mor€ certain indication 
than any meafure Ihe had yet taken, of her inex- 
orable refcntment. 

The malcontents had not yet openly taken up Marchei 
arms **. But the queen having ordered her fubjefts ^*j"ray and 
to march againft them, they were driven to the hisaflbci- 
laft extremity. They found themfelves unable to 
make head againft the numerous forces which 
Mary had affembled ; and fled into Argylefliire, in 
expeftation of aid from Elizabeth, to whom they 
had fecrctly difpatched a meffenger, in order to im- 
plore her immediate affiftance '. 

Meanwhile, Elizabeth endeavoured to embar- EiizabeA 
rafs Mary, by a new declaration of difguft at her IS^'* 
conduft. She blamed both her choice of lord favour. 
Damly, and the precipitation with which fhe had 

*^ After thdr (ruHlefs confultatioti in StirHng, the lords 
retired to their own ♦ houfcs. Keith^ 304. Murray was ftill 
at St. Andrew's on July 22, Keith, 305. By the places 
©f rendezvous, appointed for the inhabitants of the different 
•ountics, Augnft 4, it appears that the queen's intention 
was to march into Fife, the county in which Murray, 
' Rothes, Kirkaldy," and other chiefs of the malcontents, rc- 
fided. Keith, 310. Their flight into the weft, Keith, 312. 
prevented this expedition, and the former rendezvous was 
altered. Keith, 310. 

' Keith, ^ 1 2. Knox, 380. 
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concluded the marriage. She required Leimo^i 
and Darnly, whom fhe ftill called her fubjefts, to 
return into England ; and at the farrie time fhe 
warmly interceded in behalf of Murray, whofe 
behaviour fhe reprefented to be not only innocent 
but laudable. This meflfage, fo mortifying to the 
pride of the queen, and fo full of contempt for her 
hufband, was rendered ftill more infupportable by 
the petulant and fancy demeanour of Tamwprth, 
the perfon who delivered it*. Mary vindicated 
her own condud with warmth, but with great 
flrengtb of reafon j and rejefted the interceflion in 
behalf of Murray, not without figns of refentment 
^t Elizabeth's pretending to intermeddle in the in- 
ternal government of her kingdom \ 

She did not, ^n that account, intermit in the 
leaft the ardour with which fhe purfued Murray 
and his adherents ". They now appeared openly 
in arms ; and having received a fmall fupply in 
money from Elizabeth*, were endeavouring to 
raife their followers in the weftern counties. Bat 
Mary's vigilance Hindered them from aflembling m 
any cofiderable body. All her military .operations 
at that time were concerted with wifdom, executed 
with vigour, and attended with fuccefs. In order 

' Camb* 598. ' Keith, Append. 99. 

** The moft coniidcrabk perfons who joined Murray were, 
4he duke of Chatelheraalt, the ejurk of Argyll, Glencairo, 
Rothes, lord Boyd and Ochiltree/ the lakds of Grang^» 
Cunninghamhead, Balcomie, CarmyUe, Lawers, Bar, Dre|^- 
horn, Pitarrow, Comptroller, and the tutor of Fitcur, 
Knox, 382, 

* Knox, 380. 
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to entourage her troops, (he herfelf marched along 
with them, rode with loaded piftols ^, and endured 
all the fatigues of war with admirable fortitude. 
Her alacrity infpired her forces with an invincible 
refolution, which, together with their fuperiority in 
number, deterred the malcontents from feeing 
them in the field ; but, having artfully palfed the 
queen's army, they marched with great rapidity to 
Edinburgh, and endeavoured td roufe the inha- 
bitants of that city to arms. The queen did not Auguft 31 
fuffer them to remain long unmolefted ; and, on 
her approach, they were forced to abandon that 
place, and retire in confufion towards the weftera' 
borders ^. 

As it was uncertain, for fome time, what route Tiiey art 
they had taken, Mary employed that .interval in rcti'rVinto 
providing for the fecurity of the counties in the f"«^"**- 
heart of the kingdom. She fei^ed the. places of 
ftrength which belonged to the rebels ; and obliged 
the confiderable barons in thofe (hires which (he 
moft fufpefted, to join in aflfociations for her 
defence*. Having thus left all the country be- 
hind her in tranquillity, (he, with an army eigh- 
teen thoufand ftrong, marched towards Dum(Ties, 
where the rebels then were. During their retreat, 
they had fent letters to the queen, from almoft 
every place where they halted, full of fubmif- 
iion, and containing various overtures towards 
an accommodation. But Mary, who determined 
not to let flip fuch a favourable opportunity of 



y Keith, Append. 164. 


I Ibid. 315. 


•Ibid. IJ3. 
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crufliing the mutinous fpirit of her fubjeds, re- 
jefted them with difdain. As fhe advanced, the 
malcontents retired ; and, having received no ef- 
feftual aid from Elizabeth ^, they defpaired of 
oa, 20. 2^y other means of fafety, fled into England, and 
put themfelves under the proteAion of the earl of 
Bedford^ warden of the marches. 
They meet Noth;ing, which Bedford's perfonal friendfliip 
Fe^edm." for Murray could fupply, was wanting to render 
fZTEihz^ their retreat agreeable. But Elizabeth herfelf 
b€th. treated them with extreme negleft. She had fully 

gained- her end, and, by their means, had excited 
fuch difcord and jealoufies among the Scots, as 
would, in all probability, long diftraft and weaken 
Mary's councils. Her bufinefs now was to fave 
appearances, and to juftify herfelf to the minifters 
of France and Spain, who accufed her of fomenting 
the troubles in Scotland by her intrigues. The 
expedient flie contrived for her vindication ftrongly 
difplays her own charaftcr, and the wretched con- 
dition of exiles, who are obliged to depend on a 
foreign prince. Murray, and Hamilton abbot of 
Kilwinning, being appointed by the other fugi- 
tives to wait on Elizabeth,, inftead of meAing with 
that "welcome reception which was due to men, 
who, out of confidence in her promifes, and*ia 
order to forward her defigns, had hazarded their 
lives and fortunes, could not even obtain the fa- 
vour of an audience, until they had meanly con- 
fented to acknowledge, in the prefence of the 
French and Spaniih ambaifadors, that Elizabeth 

»> Sec Append. No. XII. XIII. 

6 had 
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had given them no encouragement to take arms. ^ ^^^ ^ 
No fooner did they make this declaration, than —- --^ 
flie aftoniihed them with this reply: " You have '^^^' r 
declared the truth ; 1 am far from fetting an ex- 
ample of rebellion to my own fubje&s, by coun- 
tenancing thofe who rebel againft their lawful 
prince. The treafon, of which you have been 
guilty, is deteftable ; and as traitors I banifh yoi^ 
froni my prefence "".** Notwithftanding this fcene 
of farce and of falfehood, fo diflionourable to all 
the perfons who aded a part in it, Elizabeth per*, 
mitted the malcontents peaceably to refide in her 
donwnions, fupplied them fecretly with money^ 
and renewed her jnterceflion with the Scottiih 
queen in their favour **. 

The advantage Ihe had gained over them did 
not fatisfy Mary ; (he refolved to follow the blow, 
and to prevent a party, which (he dreaded, from 
ever recovering any footing in the nation. With 
this view £he called a meeting of parliament ; and, 
in order that a fentence of forfeiture might be 
legally pronounced againft the baniftied lords, flie 
fummoned them, by public proclamation, to appear 
before it % 

The duke of Chatelherault, on his humble ap- ^^ i- 
plication, obtained a feparate pardon ; but not 
without diflniculty, as the king violently oppofed 
it. He was obliged, however, to leave the king* 
dom, and to refide for fome time in F^rance ^ 



• Melv. 112. ^ Knox, 389. 

• Keith, 3 20. M^nox, 389. 
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BOOK The numerous forces which Mary brought into 
',„-,Ac_f the field, the vigour with which fhe afted, aRd the 
'5^^ length of time flie kept them in arms, referable the 
efforts of a prince with revenues much more con- 
fiderable thait thofe which fhe poffeffed. But ar- 
jnies were then levied and Tualntained by princes 
^t fmall charge. The vaffal followed his fuperior, 
and the fuperior attended the monarch, at his own 
expence. Six hundred horfemen, however, and 
three companies of foot, befides her guards, re- 
ceived regular pay from the queen. This extraor- 
dinary charge, together with the difburfements 
pccafioned by her marriage, exhaufted a treafury 
which was far from being rich. In this exigency, 
many devices were fallen upon for raifing money. 
Fines were levied on the towns of St. Andrew's, 
Perth, and Dundee, which were fufpefted of fa- 
vouring the malcontents. An unufual tax was 
impofed on the boroughs throughout the king- 
dom J and a great fum was demanded of the 
citizens of Edinburgh, by way of loan. This 
unprecedented exaftion alarmed the citizens. They 
had recourfe to delays, and ftarted difficulties, ia 
order to evade it. Thefe Mary conftrued to be 
aSs of avowed difobedience, and inftantly com- 
mitted feveral of them to prifon. But this feve- 
rity did not fubdue the undaunted fpirit of liberty 
vrhich prevailed among the inhabitants. The 
queen* was obliged to mortgage to the city the 
, Juperiority pi the -town of Leith, by which Ihe 
'pbt€iine4 a confiderable fum of moneys The 
* Knox, 383. 386. 

thirds 



OF SCOTLAND. 137 

thirds of eccleliaftical benefices proved another book 
fource whence the queen derived feme fupply. <.,^>>v-^— / 
About this time we find the proteftant clergy com- '^^^' 
plaining more bitterly than ever of their poverty. 
The army, it is probable, exhaufted a great part 
of that fund which was appropriated for their main- 
tenance ^. 

The affemblies of the church were not uncon- ^l'"''*^^ ^' 
cerned fpeftators of the commotions of this turbu- 
lent year. In the meeting held the twenty-fourth 
of Jurie, previous to the queen's marriage, feveral 
of the malcontent nobles were prefent, and feem 
to have had great influence on ils decifions. The 
high ftrain in which the affembly addrefled the 
queen, cj^n be imputed only to thofe fears and jea- 
loufies with regard to religion, which they endea- 
voured to infufe into the nation. The aflembly 
complained, with fome bitternefs, of the flop which 
Jiad been put to the progrefs of the Reformation 
by the queen's arrival in Scotland j they required 
pot only the total fuppreflion of the popiih wor- 
ihip throughout the kingdom, but even in the 
queen's own chapel; and, befides the legal eflablifh- 
ment of the proteftant religion, they demanded 
that Mary herfelf fhould publicly embrace it. The 
queen, after fpme deliberation, replied, that nei- 
ther her confcience nor her intereft would permit 
her to take fuch a ftep. The former would for 
ever reproach her for a change which proceeded 
from no inward convifHon; the latter would fufFer 
by the pflTence which her apoftacy mufl give to 

^ Maitl. Hift. of Edinburgh, 27. 

the 
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^ ?i ? ^ ^^^ ^^g of France, and her other allies on th* 



continent *. 



»i^5- Ij. is remarkable, that the profperous fituation 

of the queen's affairs during this year, began to 
work foihe change in favour of her religion. The 
carls of Lennox, Athol, and Caffils, openly at- 
tended mafs ; Ihe herfelf afforded the catholics a 
more avowed proteftion than formerly; and, by 
her permiflion, fome of the ancient monks ventured 
to preach publicly to the people^. 

J Knox, 574. 376. ^ Ibid. 389, 390. 
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BOOK IV. 

AS the day appointed for the meeting of par- 
liament approached, Mary and her minifters 
were employed in deliberating concerning the courfe 1566. 
which it was moft proper to hold with regard to the lib^l^tfom 
exiled nobles. Many motives prompted her to fet the^ted' 
no bounds to the rigour of juftice. The malcon- "**^**^ 
tents had laboured to defeat a fcheme, which her 
intereft confpired with her paffions in rendering 
dear to her ; they were the leaders of a party, whofe 
friendfliip flie had been obliged to court, while (he 
held their principles in abhorrence ; and they were 
firmly attached to a rival, whom Ihe had good rea- 
fon both to fear and to hate. 

But, on the other hand, feveral weighty confi- 
derations might be urged. The noblemen, whofe 
fate was in fufpenfe, were among the moft power- 
ful fubjeds in the ^gdon^; their wealth great, 

their 
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^^v^ their connexions cxtenfive, and their adherent* 
v-^-v-'-^-^ numerous. They were now at mercy, the objefts 
'^^' of compaffion, and fuing for pardon with the moft 
humble fubmiffion. 

In thofe circumftances, an aft of clemency 
would exalt the queen's character, and appear no 
iefs fplendid among foreigners, than acceptable to 
her own fubjefts. Mary herfelf, though highly in- 
cenfed, was not inexorable ; but the king's rage was 
implacable and unrelenting. They were folicited in 
behalf of the fugitives from various quarters. Mor- 
' ton, Ruthven, Maitland, and all who had been mem- 
bers of the Congregatiop, were not forgetful of their 
ancient union with Murray and his fellow-fufFerers ; 
nor negleftful of their fafety, which they deemed of 
great importance to the kingdom. Melvll, who 
at that time poffeffed the queen's confidence, fe- 
conded their folicitations. And Murray having 
ftooped fo low as to court Rizio, that favourite, 
who was defirous of fecuring his protedlion againft 
the king, whofe difpleafure he had lately incurred, 
feconded the interceffions of his other friends with 
the whole of his influence *. The interpofition of 
Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, who had lately been 
Elizabeth's ambaflador in Scotland, in behalf of 
the exiles, was of more weight than all thefe, and 
attended with more fuccefs. Throgmorton, out of 
enmity to Cecil, had embarked deeply in all the 
intrigues which were carried on at the Englift 
court, in order to undermine the power and credit 
of that minifter. He efpoufed, for this reafon, the 

• Melv, i^j. 
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caufe of the Scottifh queen, towards whofe title 
and pretenfions the other was known to bear little 
favour J and ventured, in the prefent critical junc- 
ture, to write a letter to Mary, containing the 
moft falutary advices with regard to her conduft. 
He recommended the pardoning of the earl of 
Murray and his aflbciates, as a meafure no lefs 
prudent than popular. " An aftion of this nature," 
fays he, " the pure efFeft of your Majefty's gene- 
rofity, will fpread the fame of your lenity and mo- 
deration, and engage the Englifli to look towards 
your acceffion to the throne, not only without pre- 
judice, but with defire. By the fame means, a 
perfedl harmony will be reftored among your own 
fubjefts, who, if any rupture (hould happen with 
England, will ferve you with that grateful zeal 
which your clemency cannot fail of infpiring ^** 

These prudent remonftrances of Throgmorton, she rc^ivei 
to which his reputation for wifdom, and known tbemwiA 
attachment to thfe queen, added great authority, 
made a deep impreffion on her fpirit. Her cour- 
tiers cultivated this happy difpofition, and prevail- 
ed on her, notwithftanding the king^s inflexible 
temper, to facrifice her own private refentment to 
the interceflion of her fubjedts and the wilhes of 
her friends^. With this view, the parliament, 
which had been called to meet on the fourth of 
February, was prorogued to the feventh of April ^ j 
and in the mean time fhe was bufy in confidering 
the manner and form in which (he ihould extend 
her £ivour to the lords who were under difgrace* 
* Mdf. ix^ i Ibid. 125. * « Good. toL i. 224. 

Thovqk 
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Though Mary difcbvered on this occafion a 
mind naturally prone to humamty and capable of 
isdivtfted f^^'g^vJng, Ihe wanted firmnefs, however, to refill 
from this thg influence which was fatally employed to difap- 
by the foii- point the efiefts of this amiable difpofition. About 
Fiance, and this time, and at no great diftance from each other, 
^^^v! ^"^ two envoys arrived from the French* king. The 
Febiuaryj. foniier was intrufted with matters of mere cere- 
mony alone ; he congratulated the queen on her 
marriage, and invefted the king with the enfigns 
of the order of St. Michael. The inftruSions of 
the latter related to matters of more importance, 
and produced greater eflfefts *. 

An interview between Charles IX. and his fifter 
the queen of Spain had been often propofed ; and 
after many obftacles arifing from the oppofition. 
of political intereft, was at laft appointed at Bay- 
onne. Catherine of Medicis accompanied her fon ; 
the duke of Alva attended his miftrefs. Amidft 
the fcenes of public pomp and pleafure, which 
feemed to be the fole occupation of both courts, a 
fcheme was formed, and meafures concerted, for 
exterminating the Hugonots in France, the Pro- 
teftants in the Low Countries, and for fuppreffing 
the Reformation throughout all Europe ^ The 
aftive policy of pope Pius IV. and the zeal of the 
cardinal of Lorrain, confirmed and encouraged dif- 
pofitions fo fuitable to the genius of the Romiih 
religion, and fo beneficial to their own order. 

It was an account of this holy league which the 
fecond French envoy brought to Mary, conjuring her 
at the fame time, in the name of the King of France 

* Keith, 325. Append. iCj. f Thuan. lib. 37. 

and 
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tod the cardinal of Lorrain, not to reftore the 
leaders of the proteftants in her kingdom to power 
and favour, at the very time when the catholic 
princes were combined to deftroy that feft in all 
the countries of Europe K 

Popery is a fpecies of falfe religion, remark- 
able for the ftrong poffeflion it takes of the heart* 
Contrived by men of deep infight in the human 
charader, and improved by the experience and 
obfervation of many fucceflive ages, it arrived at 
laft to a degree of perfeftion which no former 
fyftem of fiiperftition had ever attained. There is 
no power in the underftanding, and no paflion in 
the heart, to which it does not prefent objeSs 
adapted to roufe and to intereft them. Neither 
the love of pleafure which at that time prevailed in 
the court of France, nor the purfuits of ambition 
which occupied the court of Spain, had fecured 
them from the dominion of bigotry. Laymen aliii 
courtiers were agitated with that furious and un-» 
merciful zeal which is commonly confidered as 
peculiar tb ecclefiaftics ; and kings and minifters 
thought themfelves bound in confcience to extir- 
pate the proteftant dodlrine. Mary herfelf- was 
deeply tinftured with all the prejudices of popery ; 
a paffionate attachment to that fuperftition is vi- 
fible in eviery part of her charader, and runs 
through all the fcenes of her life : flie was devoted 
too with the utmoft fubmiffion to the princes of 
Lorrain, her uncles j and had been accullomed from 
ber infancy to Uften to all their advices with a filial 
rcfpedt. The profpeft of reftoring the public 

« Melv. 126. 
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cxercife of her own religion, the pleafure of com- 
plying with her uncles, and the hopes of gratifying 
the French monarch; whom the prefeat fituation 
of her affairs in England made it neceffary to 
oourt, counterbalanced all the prudent confidera- 
tions which had formerly weighed with her. She 
inftantly joined the confederacy, which had been 
formed for the deftru£Uon of the proteftants, and 
altered the whole plan of her condudk with regard 
to Murray and his adherents ''. 

To this fatal refolution may be imputed all the 
fubfequent calamities, of Mary's life. Ever fince 
her return into Scotland, fortune may be faid to 
have been propitious to her rather than adverfe } 
and if her profperity did not rife to any great 
height, it had, however, fuffered no confiderable 
intemiptioh. A thick and fettled cloud of adver- 
fity, with few gleams of hope, and none of real 
enjoyment, covers the remainder of her Says. 
A Pafiia. The effefts of the new fyftem which Mary had 
tTrtaim"'"* adopted were foon vifible. The time of the pro- 
Mbf *"*"* rogation of parliament was fhortened j and by a 
new proclamation the twelfth of March was fixed 
for its meeting '. Mary refobred, without any fur* 
ther delay, to proceed to the attainder of the rebel 
lords, and at the fame time determined to take 
fome fteps towards the re-eitablifliment of the 
Romifh religion in Scotland^. The Lords of the 

Articles 

* See Append. No. XIV. * Keith, 326. 

^ It is not on the autfaority of Knox alone, that we charge 
the queen with the defign of re^eftablifhing the Ri^mao ca- 
tholic religioni or at leaft of exempting the profeflbrs of it 

from 
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At&lcs were chofen, as ufual, to prepare the bufi- 
ntfs .which was to .come before the parliament. 
.They were all perfons in whom the queen couki 
confide, and bent to promote her defigns. The 
ruin of Murray and his party feemed now ijfcvi- 
table, and the danger of the reformed church im- 
minoity when an event unexpededly happened 
which favcd both. If we regard either the barba- 
rity of that age, when fuch afts of violence were 
ccHmnon, or the mean condition of the unhappy 
perfqn who fuffered, the event is little remark- 
able; but if we refleft upon the circumftances with ^^ p"f- 
which it was attendfd, or upon the confequences \heco^{Ju 
which followed it, it appears extremely memor- ri^i^o?****** 
able ; and the rife and progrefs of it deferve to be 
traced with great care. 

Darnly's external accompllfhments had ex- Damiyiofet 
cited that fuddcn and violent paffion which raifed affearon." * 

from the rigour of thofe penal laws to which they were fub- 
je^ed. He indeed alTerts that the altars, which (hould have 
been erefted in the church of St. Giles, were already pro« 
vided, 394. I. Mary bcrfelf* in a letter to the archbiiliop 
of Glafgow, her ambaiTador in France, acknowledges, *^ that 
in that parliament fhe intended to have done, fome good, 
with refpeft to reftoring the old religion.'* Keith, 331. 2. The 
fpiritual lords, i. e. the Popifh ecclefiaftice, had, by her au- 
thority j rcfumed their ancient place in that affembly. Ibid. 
3* She had joined the confederacy at Bayonne. 'Keith, Ap- 
pend. 167. 4. She allowed mafs to be celebrated in different 
parts of the kingdom, ibid.; and declared that fhe would <• 
have mafs free for all men that would hear it. Good. vol. i. 
274- 5. Blackwood, who was furniihed by the archbiihop 
of Glafgow with materials for writing his Martyre de Markf 
affirms that the queen intended to have procured, in this par. 
liament, if not the rc-eftablifhment of the catholic religion, 
at lead fomething for the cafe of catholics. Jebb, vol. ii. 204. 
VoJu.' II. L him 
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^^y^ him to the throne. But the qualities of his miro 
\.^^ , ^-m^ correfponded ill with the beauty of his perfon* Ol 
'^^^ a weak underftanding, and without experience^ 
conceited, at the fame time, of his own abilities^ 
aiii^ afcribing his extraordinary fuccefs entirely to 
his diftinguiihed merit; all the queen's hroviX 
made no impreflion on fuch a temper. All her 
gentlenefs could not bridle his imperious and un« 
governable fpirit. AIL her attention to place about 
him perfons capable of direfting his condud, could 
not preferve him from raih and imprudent adlons K 
Fond of all the amufements, and even prone to all 
the vices of youth, he became by degrees careld« 
of her perfon, and a ftranger to hef company. To 
a woman, and a queen, fudh behaviour was into- 
lerable. The lower flie had {looped ia order to 
raife him, his behaviour appeared the more unge- 
nerous and, criminal : and in proportion to the 
ftrength of her firft aflfeflion, was the violencC'^^ 
i;irith which her difappointed paffion now operated* 
A few months after the marriage their domeflic- 
quarrels began to be obferved. The extravagance 
of Damly's ambition gave rife to thefe. Inftead 
of being fatisfied with a fhare in the adminiftratioa 
of government, or with the title of king, which 
Mary, by an unprecedented ftretch of power, hadL 
conferred on him, he demanded the Crown Matri- 
monial with mod infolent importunity \ ThougK 

^ Good. vol. i. 222. 

* Kcithy 329. Id. Ap. 165, i66> Knox, 404. The can 
.geraefs of the king to obtain the Cronvn Mtcirlmonial is not far. 
pridngr, when the extent of the powers which that title coo* 
TCjred, as explained in the text and note, vol. i. p. 367, vi takea 
iat« cooiideratiott. 

Marj^ 
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Mary alleged that this gift was beyond her power, ^^^^ 
and that the authority of parliament muft be in- wn^^j* 
terpofed to beftow it, he wanted either under- ^^^^* 
(landing to comprehend, or temper to admit, fo 
juft a defence J and often renewed and urged '4M3 
requeft. 

Rizio, whom the king had at firft taken into Sufpedii 
•great confidence, did not humour him in thefe fol- tb/caufe «# 
lies. By this he incurred Henry's difpleafure ; and '^ 
as it was impoilible for Mary to behave towards 
her hulband with the fame aSedion which diftio* 
guifhed the iirft and happy days of their union, he 
imputed this coldnefs, not to his own behaviour^ 
which had fo well merited it, but to the infinua* 
tions of Rizio. Mary's own condud confirmed 
and ftrengthened thefe fufjAcions. She treated this 
ilranger with a familiarity, and admitted him to a 
ihare in her confidence, to which neither his firft 
condition, nor the office fhe had lately beftowed 
on him, gave him any title. He was perpetually 
in her prefence, intermeddled in every bufinefs, 
and, together with a few favourites, was the com- 
panion of all her private amufements. The 
haughty fpirit of Darnly could not bear the intru- 
iion of fuch an upftart; and impatient of any de- 
lay, and unreftrained by any fcruple, he inftantly 
refolved to get rid of him by violence. 

At the fame time another defign, which took riiIo hated 
its rife from very different motives, was carrying ^f^i^^ndn of 
on againft the life of Rizio. Morton, Ruthven, *^,1^,**''^** 
Lindfay, and Maitland, were the contrivers of it. In 
all former commotions they had been ftridly united 
with Murray, though in the late infurreftion they 

L 2 had 
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had deferted him, for various reafons. Mortoir 
was nearly allied to the family of Angus; and, 
during the minority of the prefent earl, aOied as 
chief of the nam« of Douglas. Ruthven was mar^ 
jriigd to the kng's aunt. Lindfay's wife was of the 
fame blood. All thefe had warmly concurred with 
the queen in promoting a marriage which did fo 
much honoto to the houfe of Douglas, and na- 
turally expeSed, that, \ander a king of their own 
blood, the chief maaiagement of a^irs would be 
committed to them* Maitland, with his ufual fa- 
gacity, forefaw that Murray's oppofition to the 
ihatch would proye dangerous and ineffeflual } but 
whoever ruled at court, he hoped, by his dexterity 
and talents, to render himfelf neceffary and of im- 
portance. They were all eq^lally difappokited in 
thdr expeftationsr The king^s headftrong temper 
rendered him incapable of advice^ The qiieen 
could not help diftrufting men who had been fo 
long and fo intimately connefted with Murray^ 
and gave herfelf up entirely to fucb counfellors as 
complied with all her incUnations* The return of 
that nobleman and his followers was therefore the 
only event which could reftore Morton, Maitland^ 
and their affociates, to their former afcendant over 
the queen's councils. For this reafon, nothing 
could be more mortifying to them, than the refo- 
lution which Mary had taken to treat the exiles 
with rigour. This they imputed to Rizio, who, 
after he had engaged to aid Murray with all his 
intereft, was now the moft aftive inftrument iii 
promoting the meafures which were concerted for 

5 the 
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the ruin of that noblemaiu This ofEcious zeal 
completed the difguft which they had conceived 
againft him, and mfpired them with thoughts of 
vengeance, in no wife fuitable to jufluDe^ to huma- 
mty, or to their own dignity. 

While diey were run^inating upon their fcherae. They com- 
the king communicated his refolution to be avenged dcrilTmur- 
of Rizio to lord Ruthven, and implored his affift- ^^^^'^^ 
ance, and that of his friends, towards the CKeco- 
tion of this defign. Nothing could be more ac- 
ceptable to them than this overture. They faw at 
once ail the advantages they would reap, by the 
concurrence of fuch an aflbciate. Their own pri- 
vate revenge upon Rizio would pafs, they hoped, 
for an a£k of obedience to ttie king ; and they did 
not defpair of obtaining the reftoration of their 
baniihed friends, and fecurity for the proteftant 
religion, as the price of their compliance with 
his will 

But as Henry was no lefs fickle than rafli, they 
hefitated for fome time, and determined to ad- 
vance no farther, without taking every poffible 
precaution for their own fafety. They did not, in 
the mean time, fuffer the king's refentmejnt to 
abate. Morton^ who was inferior to no man of 
that intriguing age in ail the arts of infmuation and 
adxirefs, took the young prince under his manage- 
ment. He wrought upon his ruling paffion, ambi- 
tion to obtain the Matrimonial Crown. He repre- 
fented Rizio's credit with the queen to be th^ 
chief and only obftacle to his fuccefs in that de- 
miuid# ^ This minion alone, he faid, pofleffed her 

L3 confidence; 
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^ ^^ ^ confidence ; and out of complsufance to him, her 
y^^''^^ fubjedts, her nobility, and even her hufband, were 
'^^^' excluded from any participation of her fecret coan« 
cils. Under the appearance of a confidence merel/ 
political, he infinuated, and the king perhaps be* 
lieved, that a familiarity of a quite different and 
very criminal nature might be concealed". Such 

" Of all our hidoriansy Buchanan alone avowedly accufes 
Mary of a criminal love for Rizio, 340. 344. Ktlox flightly^ 
infinuates that fuch a fufpicion was entertained, 39 r., Mel- . 
vil, in a converfation with the queeni intimates that he was 
•afraid her faqniliaritx.with Rizio might be liable to mifcon* 
ftru^ion, zip. The king himfclf fcems, both by Melvil'f 
account, and by his expoftulation with the queen, which 
Ruthvcn mentions, to have given credit to tliefe fufpicions, 
Melv. 127, Keith, Append. 123, 124. That the king's 
fufpicions were ftrong,. is Hkewifc evident from the paper 
publiflied, Append. No. XV. But in oppofitipn to thefe fuf- 
" picions, and they are nothing more, we may obfcrve that 
Raulet, the queen's French fecretary, was difmiflcd from 
her fervice, and Rizio advanced to that office, in, December, 
1564. Keith, 268. It was in confequence of this prefer- 
ment, that he acquired his great credit with the queen. 
Melv. 107. Darnly arrived in Scotland about two months 
after. Keith, 269. The queen immediately conceived for 
him a paflion ; which had all the fymptoms of genuine and 
violent love, Rizio aided this p^ffion, and promoted the 
marriage with all his intereil. Melv. iii. During fomc 
months after the marriage, the queen's fondnefs for Darnly 
continued. She foon proved with child. Frem this enume- 
ration of clrcumftanccs, it appears almoft impoffible that the 
queen, unlefs we fuppofe her to have been a woman utterly 
abandoAed, could carry on any criminal intrigue with Risio. 
But the filence of Randolph, the Englifli refident, a man 
abundantly ready to mention and to aggravate Mary's faults, 
and who does not once infinuate that her confidence in Rizio 
concealed any thing criminal, is in itfelf a fufficicnt vindicatioa 
of her innocence. 

varigu9 
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various and complicated paffions raged in the king's ^ ^y ^ 
bofom with the utmoft fury. He became more y.^^.^'mmj 
impatient than ever of any delay, and even threat- '^^^* 
ened to ftrike the intended blow with his own 
band. At laft, preliminaries were fettled on both 
fides, and articles fpr their mutual fecurity agreed 
Upon. The king engaged to prevent the attainder 
of the banilhed lords, to confent to their return 
into Scotland, to obtain for them an ample remit 
fion of all their crimes, and to fupport, to the ut« 
moft of his power, the religion which was now 
«ftablifhed in the kingdom. On their parts, they 
undertook to procure the Crown Matrimonial for 
Henry, to fecure his right of fucceffion, if the 
queen fhould die before him without iffue, and to 
defend that right to the uttermoft, againil what- 
ever perfon fhould prefume to difpute it ; and if 
either Rizio, or any other perfon, fhould happen 
to be killed in profecuting the deiign, the king 
promifed to acknowledge himfelf to be the autbor 
of the enterprife, and to proteft thofe who were 
embaiiced in it '. 

Nothing now remained but to concert the Perpetraie 
plan of operation, to chufe the a&ors, and to affign in^the" 
them their parts in perpetrating this deteflable ^"^ce/ 
crime. Every circumftance here paints and cha^ 
ra£terifes the manners and men of that age, and 
fills us with horror at both.' The place chofen for 
committing fuch a deed, was the queen's bed^ 
chamber. Though Mary was now in the fizth 
month of her pregnancy, and though Rizio might 

; Good. vol. i. 266. 

L 4 have 
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B^^^ have "been feized elfewhere without any (iifiicultyji 

<^^"">'^w the king pitched upon this place, that he might; 
^^^^' enjoy the malicious pleafure of reproaching Rizio 
with his crimes before the queen's facet lb© 
earl of Morton, the lord high chancellor of the 
kingdom, undertook to direft an enterprife, car^ 
ried on in defiance of alj the laws of which he was 
bound to be the guardian. The lord Ruthveflji 
who had been confined to his bed for three. months 
by a very dangerous diftemper, and whp was ftili 
fo feeble ' that he could hardly walk, or bear the 
weight of his own armour, was intruded with th© 
executive part ; and while he himfelf needed to b^ 
fupported by two men, he came abroad to commit 
a murder in the prefence of his fovereign. 

On the ninth of March, Morton entered th^ 
court of the palace with an hundred and fixty 
me^ ; and without noife, or meeting with any re-i 
fiftance, felled all the gates. While the queen was 
fit fupper with the countefs of Argyll, Rizio, and 
a fevv other perfons, the king fuddenly entered the 
apartment by a private paffage. At his back was 
Jtuthven, clad in complete armour, and with that 
ghaftly ?nid horrid look which long ficknefs had 
given him. Three or four of his mpft trully ac7 
complices followed him. Such a^ unufual appear* 
fmce alarmed thofe who were prefent, ^izio in-» 
^antly apprehe^ded that he was the victim a{ 
whom the blow w^s aimed ; and in the utmoft 
confternation retired behind the queen, pf whoia 
Jie laid hold, hoping that the reverence due to her 
pgrfpn plight prove fome protedion to him. The 

gonfpi. 
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copfpirators had proceeded too far to be reftrained book 
byanyconfiderationof that kind. Numbers of ai*med •^^^ *^.,^ 
men ruflied into the chamber. Ruthven drew his '5^6. 
dagger, and with a furious mien and voice com- 
manded Rizio to leave a place of which he was 
unworthy, and which he had occupied too long. 
Mary employed tears, and entreaties, and threat- 
enings, to fave her favourite. But, notwithftand- 
ing all thefe, he was torn from her by violence, 
and before he could be dragged through the next 
apartment, the rage of his enemies put an end to 
his life, piercing his body with fifty-fix wounds \ 

Athojl, Huntly, Bothwell, and other confidents 
of the queen, who had apartments in the palace, 
were alarmed at the uproar, and filled with the ut* 
ynoft terror on their own account ; but either no 
violence was intended againft them, or the con- 
fpirators durft not fhed the nobleft blood in the 
Idngdom in the fame illegal manner with which 
they had ventured to take the life of a ftrang«r# 
Some of them were difmiiTed, and others made 
their efcape. 

The confpirators, in the mean time, kept pof- They can- 
feffion of -the palace, and guarded the queen witlv queen her. 
the utmoft care, A proclamation was publifhed ^*^'*' 
by the king, prohibiting the parliament to meet 
on the day appointed ; and meafures were taken by 
him for preventing any tumult in the city \ Mur- 
ray, Rothes, and their followers, being informed 
of every ftep taken againft Rizio, arrived at Edin- 
])urgh next evening. Murray was gracioufly re- 
f See Appendix?, No. XV- .' J?^eith, Agpe^idix, 126. 

ceived 
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ceived both by the king and queen : by the fo*. 
mer on account of the articles which had beeti 
1566. agreed upon between them ; by the latter, ' becaufc 
fhe hoped to prevail on him, by gentle treatment, 
not to take part with the murderers of Rizio. 
Their power Ihe . flill felt and dreaded ; and the 
mfult which they had offered to her authority, and 
even to her perfon, fo far exceeded any crime (he 
could impute to Murray, that, in hopes of wreak- 
ing her vengeance on them, (he became extremely 
willing to be reconciled to hhn. The obligations^ 
however, which Murray lay under to men who 
had hazarded their lives on his account, engaged 
him to labour for their fafety. The queen, who 
fcarce had the liberty of choice left, was perfuaded 
to admit Morton and Ruthven into her prefence, 
and to grant them the promife of pardon in what- 
ever terms they fhould deem neceffary for their 
own fecurity. 
^tfke The king, meanwhile, flood aftonilhed at the 

kingVand boWuefs aud fucccfs of his own enterprife, and 
'efeM.^*' uncertain what courfe to hold. The queen ob^ 
ferved his irrefolution, and availed herfelf of it. 
She employed all her art to difengage him from 
his new aflbciates. His confctoufnefs of the infult 
which he had offered to fo illuftrious a benefaftrefs^ 
infpired him with uncommon facility and complai- 
fance. In fpite of all the warnings he received to 
diftruft the queen's artifices, flie prevailed on him 
Marci^ii. to difmxfs the guards which the confpirators had 
placed on her perfon; and that fame night he 
made his efcape along with her, attended by three 

perfons 



OF SCOTLAND. 155 

perfons only, and retired to Dunban The fcheme 
of their iGght had been communicated to Huntiy 
and BoChwcll, and they were quickly joined by '^^^ 
them and feveral other of the nobles. Bothwell's 
eftate lay in that corner of the kingdom, and his 
follojurers crov/ded to their chief in fuch numbers, 
as foon enabled the queen to fet the power of 
the confpirators at defiance. 

This fudden flight filled them with inexpreffible if rec«i. - 
oon&jemation. They had obtained a promife of exited 00^ 
pardon ; and it now appeared from the queen's ^^^ 
oondud, that nothing more was intended by this 
promife than to amufe them, and to gain time» 
They ventured^ however, to demand the accom-' 
plifliment of it; but their meflenger was detained 
a prifoner, and the queen advancing towards Edin- 
burgh, at th^ head of eight thoufand men, talked in 
the higheft ft rain of relentment and revenge. She 
had the addrefs, at the fame time, to feparate 
Murray a^d his aflbtiates from the confpirators 
againft Rizio. Senfible that the union of thefe 
parties would form a confederacy which might 
prove formidable to the crown, (he expreflTed great 
wiUingnefs to receive the former into favour ; to- 
wards the latter (he declared herfelf inexorable. 
Murray and his followers were no lefs willing to 
accept a pardon on Ijer terms. The confpirators March i^, 
againfl Rizio, deprived of every refource, and in- S^at^^\. 
capable of refiftance, fled precipitatfely to New- |a«nftR»»» 
caftle, having thus changed lituations with Mur- Eogiamd, » 
ray and his party, who left that place a few days 
t^dore. 

No 
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No man fo remarkable for wifdom, and even 
for cunning, asihe earl of Morton, ever engaged, 
in a more unfortunate enterprife. Defericd hafely 
by the king, who now denied his knowledge df 
the confpiracy by public proclamations, and aban^ 
doned ungeneroufly by Murray ,and his party '^ he 
was obliged to fly from his native country, to re* 
fign the highefl: office, and to part with one of the 
raoft opulent fortunes in the kingdom* 

On her return to Edinburgh, Mary began to 
proceed againft = thok concerned in the murder of 
Rizio, with Cbe utmoft rigour of law. But, im 
praife of her clenoency, it muft be obferved, that 
only two pcrtom^ and thefe of no co»fuJerable 
ilank, fuiEb^d for this crime % 

In this confpiracy there is one circumftance 
^hiicb, though fomewhat detached, deferves not to 
be forgotten, in the confederacy between the 
king, and the confpirators, ithe r.eal intentibn of 
whieh was ajQTaflination,' the preferving of th^ re- 
formed church is^ nev^erthelefs, one of the moft 
wnfiderable articles ; and the fame men who were 
preparing to violate one of the firft duties of mo* 
rality, affefted the higheft regard for religion* 
Hiftory related thefe extravagances of the humaa 
Uiind, without preluding to juftify, or even to ac^ 
count for thecti | and regulating her own c^inions 
by the eternal and immutable laws of juftiop and of 
virtue, ppints out fuch inconfiftencies, as features 
of the ?ge which ihe defcribes, and records thenj 
^r the inftruftion of ages to come, 

' Melv. J^CN ' Keith, Appendix, 130. 534. 
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As this is the fecond inftance of deliberate aflaf- 
fination which has occurred, and as we fliall here- 
after meet with many other inilances of the fame An'accoum 
crime, the caiifes which gaveVife to a praftice fo q[,!,ncy'of 
ihocking to humanity deferve our particular atten- affa^ina- 
;tion. Refeiitment is, for obvious and wife reafons, age, 
one of the ftrongeft paffions in the human mind. 
The natural demand of this paffion is, that the per- 
fon who feels the injury fhould hirafelf inflidl the 
vengeance due on that account. The permitting 
this, however, would have been deftruftive to fo- 
eiety ; and punifliment would have known no 
bounds, either in feverity or in duration. For this 
reafon, in the very infancy of the focial ftate, the 
fword was taken out of private hands, and com- 
mitted to the magiftrate. But at firft, while lawa 
aimed at reftraining, they really ftrengthened the 
principle of revenge. The earlieft and moft fimple 
punifliment for crimes was retaliation j the offender 
forfeited limb for limb, and life and life. The 
payment of a compenfation to the perfon injured^ 
fucceeded to the rigour of the former inftitution.. 
In both thefe, the gratification of private' revenge 
was the objeO: of law j and he who fuflFered the 
wrong was the only perfon who had a right to pur- 
fue, to exaft, or to remit the punifliment. While 
laws allowed fuch full fcope to the revenge of one 
party, the interefts of the other were not ne- 
glefted. If the evidence of his guilt did not • 
amount to a full proof, or if he reckoned himfelf 
to be unjuftly accufed, the perfon to whom a 
crime was imputed had a right to challenge his 

adverfary 
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BOOK, adverfary to fingle combat, and, on obtaining the 
s^,^^^ viftory, vindicated his* own honour. In almofl: 
1566. every confiderable caufe, whether civil or crimi- 
iial, arms were appealed to, in defence, either of 
the innocence, or the property, of the parties* 
Juftice had feldom occafion to tife her balance; 
the fword alone decided every conteft. The paf- 
fion of revenge was nouriQied by all thefe means, 
and grew, by daily indulgence, to be incredibly 
ftrong. Mankind became habituated to blood, not 
only in times o£ war, but of peace ; and from this, 
as well as other caiifes, contrafted^an amazing fe- 
rocity of temper and of maimers. This ferocity, 
however, made it neceffary to difcourage the trial 
by combat ; to abolifh the payment of corhpenfa- 
tions in criminal cafes ; and to tnink of fome milder 
method of terminating difputes concerning civil 
rights. The punilhments for crimes became more 
fevere, and the regulations concerning property 
more fixed; but the princes, whofe province it was 
to inflia the one, and to enforce the other, poffeflt 
ed little power. Great offenders defpifed their au- 
thority; fmaller ones fheltered themfelves under 
the jurifdiftion of thofefrom whofe proteftion they 
cxpe£ked impunity. The adminiftration of juftice 
was extremely feeble and dilatory. An attempt to 
punifti the crimes of a chieftain, or even of hi? 
vaffals, often excited rebellions and civil wars. To 
nobles, haughty and independent, among whom 
the caufes of difcord were many and unavoidable, 
who were quick in difcerning an injury, and impa- 
tient to revenge it; who deemed it infamous to 
1 1 fubmit 
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febmlt to an enemy, and cowardly to forgive faim; 
who confidered the right of punifliing thofe who 
had injured them, as a privilege of their order and 
a mark of independence ; fuch flow proceedings 
were extremely unfatisfaflory. The blood of their 
adverfary wa$, in their opinion, the only thing 
which could wafh away an alFront ; where that wa$ 
not fhed, their revenge was difappointed, their 
courage became fufpedied, and a ilain was left on 
their honour. That vengeance, which the impo- 
tent hand of the magiftrate could not inflict, their 
^wn could eafily execute. Under governments fo 
feeble, men aifumed, as in a flate of nature, the 
right of judging, and redrefling their own wrongs ; 
^nd thus aiTaflination, a crime of all others the moft 
deftruftive to fociety, came not only to be allow- 
ed, but to be reckoned honourable. 

The hiftory of Europe, during the fourltenth 
and fifteenth centuries, abounds with deteftable in- 
ilances of this crime. It prevailed chiefly among 
the French and Scots, between whom there was a 
clofe intercourfc at that time, and a furprifing re- 
ferablance in their national charad:er8. In one 
thoufand four hundred and feven, the only brother 
of the king of France was murdered publicly in 
the ftreets of Paris j and, fo far was this horrible 
adion from meeting with proper punifhment, that 
an eminent lawyer was allowed to plead in defence 
of it before the peers of France, and avowedly to 
maintain the iawfulnefs of affailination. In one 
thoufand four hundred and feventeen, it required 
all the eloquence and authority of the famous 

Gerfon^ 
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Gerfon, to prevail on the council of Conftance to 
condemn this propofition, " That there are fome 
^^^^* cafes in which aflaffination is a virtue more meri- 
torious in a knight than in a fquire, and more me- 
ritorious in a king than in a knight \*' The num- 
ber of eminent perfons who were murdered in 
France and Scotland, on account either of private, 
or political, or religious quarrels, during the fif- 
teenth and fixteenth centuries, is almoft incredible. 
' Even after thofe caufes, which firft gave rife to 
this barbarous praftice, were r.emoved j after the 
jurifdiSion of magiftrates, and the authority of 
laws, were better eftablifhed, and become more 
univerfal ; after the progrefs of learning and philo- 
fophy had poliflied the manners, and humanized 
the minds of men, this crime continued in fome 
■degree. It was towards the clofe of the feven- 
teentii century before it difappeared in France. The 
additional vigour, which the royal authority ac- 
quired by the acceffion of James VI. ta the throne 
of England, feems to have put ^ flop to it in 
Scotland. 

The influence, however, of any national cuf- 
tom, both on the underftanding and on the heart, 
and how far it may go towards perverting or ex- 
tinguifliing moral principles of the greateft im- 
portance, is remarkable. The authors of thofe 
ages have perfectly imbibed the fentiments of their 
cotemporaries, with regard to aflaffination; and 
they, who had leifure to refied; and to judge, ap- 

5 L'Enfant, HiR. Cone, dc ConR. 

pear 
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]t«ar to be nb more fhocked at this crime, than the 
perfons who committed it during the heat and im- 
petuofity of paffion. Buchanan defcribes the iriuri '^^^' 
der of cardinal Beatoun and of Rizio, without ex- 
preffing thofe feelings which are natural to a man^ 
or that indignation which became ah hiftorian ""i 
Knox, whofe mind was fiercer and more unpolifh* 
ed, relates the death of Beatoun and of the duke of 
Guife, not only without cenfure, but with the ut- 
moft exultation *. On the other hand, the biihop 
of Rofs mentions the afTaffination of the earl of 
Murray with fome degree of applaufe''. Blacks, 
wood dwells npoR it with the moft indecent tri^ 
timph, and afcribes it direftly to the hand of 
CJod \ Lord Ruthven, the principal ador in thi 
confpiracy againft Rizio, wrote an account of it 
fome fhort time before his own deaths and in all 
his long narrative there is not one expreffion of re- 
gret, ©r one fymptom of compunftion, for a crime 
no lefs difhonourable than barbarous % Morton^ 
equally guilty of the fame crime^ entertained the 
fame fentiments concerning it; and in his laft 
moments, neither he himfelf^ nor the minifters 
who attended him^ feem to have confidered^ 
k as an action which called fof repentance ; even 
then he talks of DavicTsJIaughter as coolly as if it 
had been an innocent or commendable deed ^* The 
vices of another age aftonifli and fhock us ; the 
▼ices of Our own become familiar, and excite little 

" Buckaji; 2j^5. 34J. '^ Knox, 334. 

^ Anderf. 3, 84. * Jebb, 2. 263. 

* E^ith» Append* 119; ^ Crawf. Mem. Append. 
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horror ^ I return from thU digreffion to the courfe 
of the'hiftory. 
1566. Yhe charm, which had at firft attached the 

The queen's ^ 

haired to quecii to Damly, and held them for fome time in 
crcafcs. an happy union, was now entirely diflblved ; and 
love no longer covering his follies and vices with 
its friendly veil, they appeared to Mary in their 
' full dimenfion and deformity ^ Though Henry 
publifhed a proclamation, difclaiming any know- 
ledge of the confpiracy againft Rizio, the queen 
was fully convinced, that he was not only acceflfary 
to the contrivance, but to the comtniffion of that 
odious crime*. That very power which, with 
liberal and unfufpicious fondnefs, ihe had confer* 
red upon him, he had employed to infult her au- 
thority^ to limit her prerogative, and to endanger 
her perfon. Such an outrage it was impoiGble any 
woman could bear or forgive. Cold civilities, fe- 
cret diftruft, frequent quarrels, fucceeded to their 

^ In the firft accounts of Rizio'a murder fent to England, 
there feem to have been mingled (as is ufual in relating ex- 
traordinary events) ' fome circumftances, which afterwards 
appeared to be falfe : among others, that a friar, named 
Blackf had been flain at the fame time with Rizio. Pack- 
hurft bifhop of Norwich, in communicating this intelligence 
to his correfpondent Bullinger, an eminent reformed divine 
of Zurich, cxpreffes no condemnation of the murder of Ri- 
i^io, and exults over the fuppofed death of the friar, in 
terms which, in our. times, will appear as (hocking a» they 
are puerile : *^ Fraterculus quidam, nopnine Blacky papifta- 
rum antffignanus, eodem tempore in aula occiditur: Sic ni- 
ger hie nebulo, nigra quoque morte peremptus, invitus ni- 
grum fubito defcendit in Orcum.'^ Bom. Hift. of Reform, iii. 
App. 360. 

*■ See Appendix, No. XVI. « Keith, 350* 

former 
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former traofports of affe£Hon and confidence^ The 
queen's favours were no longer conveyed through 
* his hands. The crowd of expedants ceafed to 
court his patronage, which they found to avail fo 
little. Among the nobles, fome dreaded his furi- 
ous temper, others complained of his perfidiouf- 
nefs ; and all of them defpifed the weaknefs of his 
underftanding and the inconftancy of his heart. 
The people themfelves obfervcd fome parts of his 
condudk, which little fuited the dignity of a king. 
Addifted to drunkennefs, beyond what the man- 
ners of that age could bear, and indulging irregu- 1 

lar paflions, which even the licentioufnefs of youth 
could not cxcufe, he, by his indecent behaviour, , 
provoked the queen to the utmoft ; and the paf- 
fions which it occafioned often forced tears from 
her eyes, both in public and private ^ Her aver- 
fion for him increafed every day, and could be 
no longer concealed. He was often abfent from 
court, appeared there with little fplendour, and was 
trufted with no power. Avoided equally by thofe 
who endeavoured to pleafe the queen, who fa- 
voured Morton and his affociates, or who adhered 
to the houfe of Hamilton, he was left almoft alone 
in a neglefted and unpitied folitude^. 

About this time a new favourite grew into The rife ©i 
great credit with the queen, and foon gained an SwJI^r*^ * 
afcendant over her heart, which encouraged his 
enterprifing genius to form defigns that proved 
fatal to himfelf, and the occafion of all Mary's fub* 
fequent misfortunes. This was James Hepburn, 

f Keith, 329. « Mclv. 131, &C. 
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carl of Bothwell, the head of an ancient httStf^ 
^nd, by his extenfive poffefEons and numerous vaf- 
*^^^' Tals, one df the moft powerful nbblemen m the 
kmgdom. Even in that turbulent age, when (6 
many vaft projefts were laid open to an afpiring 
"mind, and invited it to adion, no man^s ambition 
"was more daring than Bothwell's, or had recourfc 
to bolder or more Angular expedients for obtain- 
ing power \ When almoft every perfon of diftinc- 
tion in the kingdom, whether papift or proteftant, 
had joined the Congregation in oppofing the dan- 
gerous encroachments of the French upon the 
liberties of the nation, he, though an avowed pro- 
teftant, adhered to the queen regent, and aSed 
with vigour on her fide. The fuccefs which at- 
tended the arms of the Congregation having ob- 
liged him to retire into France, he was taken into 
•the queen's feryice, and continued with her till the 
time of her return into Scotland *. From that pe- 
riod, every fttp of his cortduft towards Mary was 
remarkably dutiful ; and, ^midft all the ihiftings of 

^ The enterprifing fpirit of Bothwell was £o confpicuou^ 
as to procure him feveral marks of dillindiion during his rc- 

• fidencc in France. Hard wickers State Papers, i. 143. Throg- 
morton, the Englifh ambaffador at Pads, and one of the 
knoil fagacious minifters einpk>yed by Elizabeth, points bim 
out as a perfon who was to be dreaded and obferved.^ ** The 
carl of Bothwell,'' fays he in a letter, Nov. 28, 1560, " is 
departed to return into Scotland, and hath n>ade boaft that 
)ie will do great things, and live in Scotland in defpite of all 
teen. He is a glorious, rafh, and hazardous yotmg man ; and 
therefore it were meet that his adverfaries fhould both hate 

' an eye to him, and alfo keep him fhort.'' Ibidi p. t^g. 
I Anderf.. i. gQ^ 

fadioA^ 
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fia^lion^ we fcarcely ever find him holding any 
courfe which could be oflfenfive to her. When, 
Murray's proceedings with regard to her marriage 
gave um|)rage to the queen, (he recalled Bothwell 
from that banifliment into which (he had been ob- 
liged with reluftance to drive him, and confidered 
his zeal and abilities as the moft powerful fupports 
of her authority. When the confpirators againft 
Rizio feized her perfon, he became the chief in* 
ftrument of recovering her liberty, and ferved her, 
on that occafion, with fo niuch fidelity and fuccefs, 
as made the deepeft impreflion on her mind, and 
greatly increafed the confidence which {he ha4 
hitherto placed in him^ Her gratitude loaded 
him with marks of her bounty ; fhe raifed him to 
offices of profit and truft, and tranfafted no 
matter of importance without his advice ^ By 
complaifance and a(fiduity he confirmed and forti-^ 
fied thefe difpofitions of the queen in his favour^ 
and infenfibly paved the way towards that vaft pro- 
je£t, which his immoderate ambition had perhaps 
^ready conceived^ and wlfich, in fpite of many 
difficultieS| and at the expjence of many crinies^ he 
fit laft ^ccomplifhed. 

TjEiE houj: of the queen's deliviery now ap- 
proached. As her palace was defen4ed only by a 
ileader gu^rd, it feemed imprudent to expofe her 
perfon^ pjt this time, to the infults fhe mjight fufief 
in a kipg4om torn by fadion^ anc^ prone to mu- 
jdny. For this reafon, t|ie privy coui^cil advif^d 
Ibc qjoij^ to fiic her refi^ence ia the c^le of Edini- 

J^ >^nderf. pa, 93, * Melv. 133. JCuox, 396. 
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burgh, the ftrongell fortrefs in the kingdom, and 
the moft proper place for the fecuriry of her 
perfon "• In order to render this fecurity more 
perfeft, Mary laboured to extinguifh the domeftic 
feuds which divided fome of the principal nobles. 
Murray and Argyll were exafperated ^gainft Huntly 
and Bothwell, by reciprocal and repeated injuries. 
The queen, by her authority and entreaties^ ef- 
fedked a reconcilement among them, and drew from 
them a promile to bury their difcords in evcrlaft- 
ing oblivion. This reconcilement Mary had fo 
much at heart, that fhe made it the condition on 
which fhe again received Murray into favour ". 
Binh of _ On the nineteenth of June, Mary was delivered 
of her only fon James, a prince whofe birth was 
happy for the whole ifland, and unfortunate to her 
alone. His acceffion to the throne of England 
unitecji the two divided kingdoms in one mighty 
monarchy, and eftablilhed the power of Great Bri- 
tain on a firm foundation ; while (he, torn early 
from her fon by the cruelty of her fate, was never 
allowed to indulge thofe tender paffions, nor to 
tafte thofe joys which fill the heart of a mother. 

Melvil was inftantly difpatched to London with 
an account of this event. It ftruck Elizabeth, at 
firft, in a fenfible manner ; and the advantage and 
fuperiority which her rival had acquired by the 
birth of a fon, forced tears from her eyes. But 
before Melvil was admitted to audience, (he had 
fo hr recovered the command of herfelf, as ta re« 
ceive him not only with decency, but with exceif. 

f Keith, 335* ^ ! Ibi^. 336. Append. 139. 
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five cheerfulnefs ; and willingly accepted the invita- 
tion which Mary gave her, to ftand godmother to 
herfon% ' '^''^• 

As Mary Joved fplendour and magnificence, ihe 
refolved to celebrate the baptifm of the young 
prince with great pomp ; and for that purpofe fent 
invitations of the fame kind to the French king^ 
and to the duke of Savoy, the uncle of her former 
hufband. 

The queen, on her recovery,, difcovered no Thequeen 
change in her fentiments with.refpedk to the king^ loi'eat 
The death of Rizio, and the countenance he had h^^lxtncm 
given to an adion fo infolent and unjuftifiable, *°'*"*^'*^* 
.were flill frelh in her memory. She was frequently 
penfive and dejeded *^. Though Henry fometimes 
attended at court, and accompanied her in her 
progreffes through different parts of the kingdom, 
he met with little reverence from the nobles, while 
Mary. treated him with the greateft referve, and 
did not fuflfer him to poffefs any authority \ The 
breach between them became every day more ap- 
parent*. Attempts were made. towards a recon- 
cilement, particularly by Caftelnau, the French am- 
baffador ; but, after fuch a violent rupture, it was 
found no eafy matter to bind the nuptial knot 
a-new ; and, though he prevailed on the king and 
queen to pafs two nights together ^, we may, witb 
great probability, pronounce this appearance of 
union, to which Caftehiau trufted, not to have 

• Melv. I J 8. ^ See Append. No. XVII. 

' Mclv. 148. * Keith» 350. Mdv. 13a, 

\ J^eith, Append, 169. ' Ibid. 169. ^ 
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been fincere j we know with certainty that it was 
not lifting. 

Her itia'ch- BoTHWELf, all this whilc, was the queen- s prime 
S^weu confident. Without his participation no bufmefs 
increafej. was concluded, and no favour beftowed. Toge- 
ther with this afcendant over her councils, Bothr 
well, if we may belieye the contemporary hiftorians, 
acquired no lefs fway over her heart. But at what 
precife time this ambitious lord firft allowed the 
fentiments of a. lover to occupy the place of that 
fluty and r^fpeft which a fubje£|t pwes his fovc- 
reign } or when Mary, inftead of gratitude for his 
faithful fervices, felt a paffion of another nature 
rifing in her bpfom, it is no eafy matter to deter? 
' mine. Such delicate tranfitions of paffion can be 
difcerned only by thpfe who are admitted near the 
perfons of the parties, and who can view the fecret 
^ workings pf the heart with calm and acute obferva- 
tion. Neither Knox nor Buchanan enjoyed thefe 
"advantages.^ Their humble ftation allowed thein 
only a diftant accefs to the queen arid her favour- 
ite. And the ardour of their zeal as well as thje 
violence of their prejudices rendered their opinions 
rafli, precipitate, and inaccurate. It is by the ef- 
fcds of this reciprocal paffion, rather than by their 
accounts of it, that fubfequent hiftorians can jodg^ 
of its reality. 

Adventuxous jas Bothwell^s. projeft to gain 
the queen may appear, it was formed and carried 
on under very favourable circumftances. Mary 
was young, gay, and* affable. * She poflfeffed great 
lenfibility of temper, and was capable of the ut^ 
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moft tendemefs of affedion. She had placed her 
love on a very unworthy objeft, who requited it 
with ingratitude, and treated her with neglefl:, with 
infolence, and with brutality. All thefe flie felt 
and refented. In this fituation, the attention and 
complaifance of a man who had vindicated her au- 
thority and protefted her perfon, who entered into 
all her views, who foothed all her paffions, who 
watched and improved every opportunity of infi- 
nuating his defign and recommending his paffion ", 
could hardly fail of making an imprefSon on a 
heart of fuch a frame as Mary's. 

The haughty fpirit of Damly, nurfed up in The king 
flattery, and accuftomed to command, could not leave Scot- 
bear the contempt under which he had now fallen, 
and the ftate of infignificance to which he faw 
himfelf reduced. But, in a country where he was uni- 
verfally hated or defpifed, he could never hope to 
form a party, which would fecond any attempt he 
might make to recover power. He*addreffed 
himfelf, therefore, to the pope, and to the kings 
of France and Spain, with many profeflions of his 
own zeal for the catholic religion, and with bitter 
complaints againft the queen, for negleding to 
promote that intereft * : and, foon after, he took a 
refoluriori, equally wild and defperate, of embark- 
ing on board a (hip which he provided, and of fly- 
ing into foreign parts. It is almoft impoflible to - 
form any fatisfaftory conjefture concerning the 
motives which influence a capricious and irregular 
iiiind. He hoped, perhaps, to recommend him 

* Acderf. i. 93, 94. * Knox, 399. 
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felf to the catholic princes on the continent by his 
zeal for religion, and that they would empk>y their 
intereft towards reinftating him in the poffeiSon of 
that power which he had loft. Perhaps he ev 
peded nothing more than the comfort qf hiding 
the difgrace under which he was now falkii) among 
ftrangers, who had never been witnel^^s qf his for- 
mer profperity. 
His capri- He communicated the defign to the French ztOr 
cic.w heha- jjj^gv^^Qj.^ j^^ Croc, and to his father the earl of Len- 
nox. They both endeavoured to diffuade him from 
it, but without fuccefs. Lennox, who feems, as 
well as his fon, to have loft the queen's confidence, 
and who, about this time, was feldom at court, 
inftantly communicated the matter to her by a let- 
ter. Henry, who had' refufed to accompany the 
queen from Stirling to Edinburgh, was likewife 
abfent from court. He arrived there, however, 
on the fame day (he received the account of his 
intended ' flight. But he was more than ufually 
wayward and peevilhj and, fcrupUng to enter the 
palace unlefs certain lords who attended the queen 
were difmiffed, Mary was obliged to .meet him 
without the gates. At lart he fuffer^d hereto con- 
duct him into her own apartment. She endea- 
voured to draw from him the reafons qf the Jftrange 
refolution which he had takep, and to divent him 
from it. In fpite, however, of all her arguments 
and intreaties he remained ft lent and inflexible. 
Next day the privy council, by her diredion, ex- 
poftulated with him on the fame head. He perfifl- 
ed, notwithftanding, in his fuHennefs and obfti- 
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nacy ; and neither deigned to explain the motives 
of his conduft, nor fignified any intention of alter- 
ing it. As he left the apartment, he turned to- '^^' 
wards the queen, and told her that (he (hould not 
fee his facd again for a long time. A few days af- 
ter, he wrote to Mary, and mentioned two things 
as grounds of his difguft* She herfetf, he faid, no 
longer admitted him into any confidence, aiid had 
deprived him of all power ; and the nobles, after 
her example, treated him with open negleft, fo 
that he appeared in every place without the dignity 
and fplendour of a king* 

NoTHiNO could be more mortifying to Mary, Mary«i. 
than this intended flight of the king's, which pZl'^Z 
would have fpread the infamy of their domeftic ^"l^jf*** 
quarrel all over Europe. Compaffion for ^ mo- 
narch who would then appear to be forced into 
exile by her neglefl: and ill-ufage, might have dif- • 
pofed mankind to entertain fentiments concerning 
the caufes of their difcord, little to her advantage* 
In order, therefore, to prepoflefs the minds of her 
allies, and to fcreen her reputation from any cen- 
fure with which Darnly might endeavour to load 
it, the privy council tranfmitted a narrative of this 
whole tranfadion both to the king and to the 
queen mother of France. It was drawn with great 
art, and fets Mary's conduQ: in the mnft fevour- 
able point of light y. ^ 

About this time the licence of the borderers 
called for redrefs j and Mary refolving to hold a 
€Ourt of juflice ^t Jedburgh, the inhabitants of fe- 
> Keith, 345. 347. 
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veral adjacent counties were jfummoned to attend 
their foverelgn in arms, according to cuftom*. 
Bothwell was at that time lieutenant or warden of 
^1 the marches, an office among the moft ittt^ 
portant in the kingdom; and, thovigh ufually 
divided into three diftinfb governments^ bellowed 
by the queen's favour upoQ him alouf* In or- 
der to difplay his own valour and adivity in the. 
difcharge of this truft, he attempted to feize a 
gang of banditti, ^who, lurking among the marfhes 
of Liddefdale, infefted the reft of the country* 
oaober i6. But while he was laying hold upon one of thofe 
defperadoes, he was wounded by him in feveral 
places, fo that his followers were obliged to carry 
him to Hermitage caftle. Mary inftantly flew 
thither, with an impatience which has been confio 
dered as marking the anxiety of a lover, but little 
' fuited the dignity of a queen*. Finding that Both^ 

» Keith, 353. Good. vol. i. 302. 

* The didance between Jedbui^h and Hermitage is eigh- 
t^i^ ^oottifh milt^ through a country almoft impaiTable. 
The fe^ifott of the year was far advanced. Bothwell fecms to 
have been wounded in a fcuffle, occafioned by the defpair of 
a fingle man> rather than any open infurre£lion of the bor- 
derers. It does not appear that the queen was uttendcd 
by jany confiderabk train. Had any military opeqitioo been 
necci&ryy a? is fup^ofed. Good. vol. i. 304, it would have 
been extremely improper to rifi^ue the queen's peribn in an 
expedition againft thieves. As foon as the queen found 
Bothwell to be in no danger, (he inftantly returned, and af- 
ter this we hear no more of the infurredtion, nor have we 
^ny proof ^hat the rioters took refujge in England. As there 
is no farther evidence with refpeA to the motives of this ex- 
traordinary journey, the reader muft judge what degree of 
credit is due to Knox and Buchanan, who afcribe it to the 
qufecg's love of Bothwell. 
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txrell was threatened with no dangerdus fymptom, 
(he returned the fame day to Jedburgh, The fa- 
tigue of fuch a journey, added to the anguifli of ^^^' 
mind (he had fiiflFered on Bothwell's account, threw 
hei: next morning into. a violent fever ^. Her life 
was defpaired of, but her youth, and the vigour of 
her conftitution, refitted the malignity of her dif- 
eafe. During the continuance of the queen's ill- 
nefs, the king, who refided at Stirling, never came 
near Jedburgh " ; and when he afterwards thought Nov. 5. 
fit to make his appearance there, 4ie met with fuch 
a cold reception, as did not encourage him to make 
any long ftay**/ Mary foon recovered 'ftrength 
enough to return along the eaftem borders to 
Dunbar. 

While fhe refided in this place, her attention 
was turned towards England. Elizabeth, notwith- 
ftanding her promife, and even proclamations to ^ 
the contrary, not only allowed, but encouraged, 
Morton and his affociates to remain in England *• 
Mary, on the other hand, offered her prote&ion 
to feveral Englifti fugitives. Each queen watched 
the motions of the other with a jealous ^ttention^ 
and fecretly countenanced the prafliiccs which wei-e 
carrying on to difturb the adminiftration of her 
rival. 

For this purpofe Mary's ambaffador, Robert The En j- 
Melvil, and her other emiffaries, were extremely J^^ ?»;***• 
siaive and fuccefsfuL We may afcribe, in a good vours Ma- 
degree, to their intrigues, that fpiritwhieh ap- fwa$^to«li 

(^ucccflioiu 
^ Keith, 351, 351. « Ibid. Append. 133. 

* Knox, 400 • Cald. vol. ii. p. i5» 
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®^v^ peared in the parliament of England^ and which 
^—--.-^ raifed a ftorm that threatened Elizabeth's domeftic 
^^^' tranquillity, more than any other event of her reign, 
and required all her art and dexterity to allay it, 

Elizabeth had now reigned eight years without 
difcovering the leaft intention to marry, A vio- 
lent diftemper with which (he had lately been 
feized, having endanjfered her life, and alarmed 
• the nation with the profpeft of all thofe calamities 
which are occafioned by a difputed and dubious 
fucceffion, a motion was made, and eagerly liftened 
to In both houfes, for addrefiing the queen to pro- 
vide againft any fuch danger in times to come, 
either by fignifying her own refolution to marry, 
or by confenting to an aft, eftablifliing the order 
of fucceffion to the crown ^. Her love to her fub- 
jefts, her duty to the public, her concern for pof- 
terity, it was aflerted, not only called upon, but 
obliged her to take one of thefe fteps. The infu- 
perable averfion which (he had all along difcovered 
for marriage, made it improbable that (he would 
chufe the former; and if (he complied with the lat- 
ter requeft, no title to the crown could, with any co- 
lour of juftice,be fet in oppofition to that of the Scot- 
tifh queen. Elizabeth was fagacious enough to fee 
the remoteft confequences of this motion, and ob- 
ferved them with the greateft anxiety, Mary, by 
refufmg fo often to ratify the treaty of Edinburgh, 
had plainly intimated a defign of embracing tjj^c 
firft promifmg opportunity for profecuting hg: 
right to the Englilh crown ; and, by her fecret ne* 

' D'Ewea Journ. of Pari. 105. 
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gbtiatiotis, flie had gained matiy to favour her title ^. ^ ^^ ^ 
All the Roman catholics ardently wiflied for her - — >^ 
fucceffion. Her gentlenefs and humanity had re- *^^^ 
moved many of thofe apprehenfions which the 
proteftants entertained on account of her religion. 
The court f^ftion, which envied the power of 
Cecil, and endeavoured to wreft the adminiftration 
cut of his hands, advanced the pretenfions of the 
Scottifh queen in oppofition to him. The union 
of the two kingdoms was a defirable objed to all . 
wife men in both nations ; and the birth of the 
young prince was a fecurity for the continuance of 
this blefling, and gave hopes of its perpetuity. 

Under thefe circumftances, and while the na- EiaaLeivt 
don was in'fuch a temper, a parliamentary declara- SJ'ih.uSl 
tion of Mary's title would have been highly detri- 
mental to Elizabeth. The prefent unfettled ftate of 
the fucceffion left much in her power. Her refent- 
ment alone might have gone far towards excluding 
any of the competitors from the crown ; and the 
dread of this had< hitherto reftrained and overawed 
the ambition of the Scottifh queen. But if this 
check Ihould be removed by the legal , acknow- 
iedgment of her title, Mary would be more at 
liberty to purfue her dangerous defigns, and to zQt 
without fear or referve. Her partifans were al- 
ready meditating fchemes for infurredions in dif<« 
ferent parts of the kingdom ^ ; and an aft of par- 
liament, recognizing the rights of that princefs, 
'whofe pretenfions they favoured, would have been 
nothing lefs than a fignal to arms ; and, notwith- 
« Melr. 136. !* Ibid. 147. 
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Handing Elizabeth's juft title to the aflfedions of 
her fubjefts, might have fhaken and endangered her 
throne. 

Slav^uw" While this matter remained in fufpenfe in both 
to improve houfes, an account of it was tranfmitted to Mary 

this oppor* , 

lunuy. by Melvil her ambaffadon As flie did not want 
advocates for her right, even among thofe who 
were near Elizabeth's perfon, fhe endeavoured to 
cultivate the difpofition which appeared towards 
fettling the right of fucceffion in her favour, by a 
letter to the privy counfellors of England. She 
cxpreffed in it a grateful fenfe of Elizabeth's friend- 
fliip, which (he afcribes chiefly to their good of- 
fices with their fovereign in her behalf. She de- 
clared her refolution to live in perpetual amity with 
England, without urging or purfuing her claim upon 
the crownj any farther than fhould be agreeable to 
the queen« But, at the fame time, as her right of 
fucceffion was undoubted, fhe hoped it would be 
examined with candour, and judged of wiA impar* 
tiality. The nobles who attended her wrote to 
the Englifh privy council in the fame flrain *. Mary 
artfully gave thefe letters the air of being nothing 
morjB than a declaration of her own and of her 
fubjeSs gratitude towards Elizabeth. But, as fhe 
could not be ignorant of the jealoufy and fear with 
which Elizabeth obferved the proceedings of par- 
liameixt, a flep fo uncommon as this,, of one 
.prince's entering into public correfpondence with, 
the privy counfellors of another, could :not be 
otherwife conlkued than as taken with an intention 
* Keitb> 354. Appcn4. 136. 
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to encourage the fpirit which had already beea '^^^ 
raifed among the Englifli. In this light it feems v,*i-" v ^ 
to have appeared to Elizabeth herfelf *". But the ^^^^' 
difpofition of her people tendering it neceflary to 
treat Mary's perfon with g;reat decency, and her 
title with much regard, fhe mentioned it to her 
c^nly in the fofteft language. 

Nothing, however, could be a more cruel Eiitabeth 
mortification to a princefs of Elizabeth's charader, g'Sns'ii'r 
than the temper which both houfes of parliament Fa»^"*«*'^^- 
difcovered on this occafion. She bent all her po- 
licy to defeat or elude the motion. After allowing 
the firft heat of their zeal to evaporate, fhe called 
into her prelence a certain number of each houle. 
She foothed and careifed them; fhe threatened 
and promifed ; fhe remitted fubfidifes which were 
due, and refufed thofe which were offered ; and, in 
the end, prevailed to have this formidable motion 
put off" for that feffion. Happily for her, the con- 
dud of the Scottifh queen, and the npsfortunes 
which befel her, prevented the revival of fuch a 
motion in any future parliament \ 
' Meantime, in order to preferve the reputation 
of impartiality, and that fhe might not drive Mary 
into any defperate meafure, fhe committed to the 
Tower one Thornton, who had publifhed fome- 
thing derogatory to the right of the Scottifh line "; 
and fignified her difpleafure againft a member of 

* Keith, 3^7. 

' D'Ewes' Journ. 104 — 130, Camd. 399. Melv. 119. 
Haynes, 446. * 

"* Camd. 401. 

^ Vojl.il N the 



!?« THE HISTORY 

^oot. the houfe of commons, who feemed, by fomd 
*— .-^ words in a fpeech, to glance at Mary "• 
An «^tra. Amidst all her other cares, Mary was ever fi> 
ordinary Ucitous to promote the intereft of that religion 
Mary's in wWch (he profcffcd. The re-eftablifliment of the 
pj^i^r Romiih dodrine feems to have been her favourite 
paflion ; and, though the defign was concealed with 
care and conducted with caution, fhe purfued it 
iufhh a perfevering zeaL At this time fhe ven- 
tured to lay alide fomewhat of her ufual referve ^^ 
and the aid which fhe expelled irom the pofnih 
princes, who had engaged in the league of Bay- 
l)nne, encouraged her to take a ftep, which, if we 
confider the temper of the nation, appears to be 
extremely bold. Having formerly held a fecret 
torrefpondence with the court of Rome, ihe now 
refolved to allow a nuncio from the pope publicly 
to enter her dominions. Cardinal Laurea, at that 
time bifhop of Mondovi, was the perfon on whom 
Pius V. conferred this office, and along with him 
be' fent the queen a prefent of twenty thoufand 
crowns ^ It is not the charafter of the papal 
court to open its treafury upon diftant or imagi- 
nary hopes^ The bufinefs of the nuncio into Scot- 
land could be no other, than to attempt a reconci-^ 
liation of that kingdom to the Romiih fee. Thus 
Mary herfelf underftood it ; and, in her anfwer to ar 
letter which flie received from the pope, after ex- 
prefling her grateful fenfe of his paternal care and 
liberality, (he promifes that flie would bend her 

" Haynesy 449. 

• Vita Card. Laur. ap. Burn, vol. iii. p. J25. 
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whole ftrength tbwards the re-eftabli(hment and 
propagation of the chtholic faith; that (he would 
receive the nuncio with every poflible demonilra- 
tion of refpcft, and concur, with the utmoft vi- 
gour, in all his deftgns towards promoting the ho^ 
nour of God, and reftoring peace to the king- 
dom ; that fhe would celebrate the baptifm of the 
prince according to the ceremonies which the 
Romift ritual prefcribes, hoping that her fubjefts 
would be taught, by this example, again to reve^ 
rence the fticraments of the church, which they 
had fo long treated withi contempt ; and that fhe! 
would be careful to inftil early into her fon thci 
principles of a fincere love and attachment to thi 
catholic faith p. But though the nuncio was al* 
ready arrived at Paris, and had fent over one of 
his attendants with part of the money, the queeii 
did not think the juncture proper for his recep^- 
tion. Elizabeth was preparing to fend a magnifi^ 
cent embafly ii\to Scotland, againd the time of thdf 
prince's baptifm, and, as it would. have been imA 
proper to offend her, fhe Wifely contrived, undeif 
various pretences, to detain Laurea at Paris \ Thd 
convulfions' into which the kingdom was thrown 
foot! after, made it impoffible for him to ptnrfue 
his journey any farther* 

At the very time that Mary was fecretly carry* 
ing on thefe negotiations for fubverting the re* 
formed church, fhe did not fcruple publicly to 
employ her authority towards obtaining for itd 

^ Conaei Vita Maris?, ap. Jebb. vol. ii. p. jr. 
' Keith, Append/ijJ. 
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minifters a more certain and comfortable fubfiiU 
ence ^ During this year, (he iffued feveral pro- 
clamations and a£b of council for that purpofe, and 
readily approved of every fcheme which was pro- 
pofed for the more effeftual payment of their 
ilipends. This part of her condi!i£t does little 
honour to Mary's integrity : and, though juftified 
by the example of princes, who often reckon falfe- 
hood and deceit among the necefiary arts of 
government, and even authorifcd by the pernicious 
cafuiftry of the Roman church, which transfers 
breach of laith to heretics from the lift of crimes to 
that of duties ; fuch diflimulation, however, muft 
be numbered among thofe blemiihes which never 
ftain a truly great and generous charafter. 
•cctmher. As neither the French nor Piedmontefe ambaf- 
r,on fo^the fadors were yet arrived, the baptifm of the prince 
ciffivcr ^^ P"* ^ ^^^ ^^^ *^ ^™^* Meatiwhile, Mary 
fixed her refidence at Craigmillar '• Such a retire- 
ment, perhaps, fuited the prefent temper of her 
miad, and induced her to prefer it before her own 
palace of Holyrpod-houfe. Her averfion for the 
yng grew every day more confirmed, and was 
become altogether incurable. A deep melancholy 
fucceeded to that gaiety of fpirit which was natu- 
ral to her. The rafhnefs and levity of her own 
choice, and the king's ingratitude and obftinacy,^ 
filled her with ihame and with defpair, A variety 
of pailions preyed at once on a mind, all whofe 
^4i^niations wefe exquifite, and all its emotions 
ftrong, and often extorted from her the laft wiih 
' Keith, 561, 562. Knox, 401. ' Kchh, 3^^. 

of 
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of the unfortfinate, that life^itlelf might come to 
an enti ^ 

But as the earl of Bedford, and the count de 
Brienne, the Englifli and French ambafladors, 
whom (he had long expe£ted, arrived about this 
time, Mary wa^ obliged to fupprefs what pafled in 
her bofom, and to fet out for Stirling, in order to 
celebrate the baptifm of her fon, Bedford was 
attended by a numerous and fplendid train, and 
brought prefents from Elizabeth, fuitable to her 
own dignity, and the refped with which ihe af? 
fefted, at that time, to treat the queen of Scots. 
Great preparations had been made by Mary, and 
the magnificence difplayed by her on this occalion 
exceeded whatever had been formerly known in 
Scotland. The ceremony itfelf was performed Dec. 17. 
according to the rites of the Romi(h church. But 
neither Bedford nor any of the Scottifh nobles who 
profelTed the proteftant religion, entered within the * 
gates of the chapel "• The fpirit of that age, firm 
and uncomplying, would not, upon any induce- 
ment, condefcend to witnefs an aflion which it 
deemed idolatrous. 

Hbnry's behaviour at this junSure perfe£lly Theking'i 
difcovers the excefs of bis caprice^ as well as of ^JJ,!,!;^^"** 
his folly. He chofe to refide at Stirling, but con- at the bapr 
fined himfelf to his own apartment ; and, as the prince. 
queen diftrufted every nobleman who ventured to 
converfe with him, he was left in abfolute folitude. 
Nothing could be more fingular, or was lefs ex« 
pefked, than his chufing to appear in a manner 

* Keith, Prcf. vii. "" Ibid. 360. 
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B<^OK that both publiflied the contempt under which h^ 
j^y-p>,^r had fallen, and, by expofing the queen's domeftiQ 
*^^^' unhappinefs to the oKeryation of fo mauiy fo^ 
reigners, looked like » ftep taken on purpofe to 
mortify and to oflSend her. „ Mary felt this infuU 
fenfibly; and, . notwithftanding all ^her efforts tq 
afliime the gaiety which fuited the occafion, an4 
which was neceflary for the polite reception of hec 
guefts, fhe was fometimes obliged tp. retire, isx 
order to be at liberty to indulge her forrow, and 
give vent to her tears*. The king ftilLperfifted in 
his defign of retiring into foreign parts, and daily 
threatened to put it ipto execution % 

* Keith, Pref. vii. 

y Camden affirms, 401, that Bedford was commanded 
|>7 Elizabeth not to give Darnlf the title qi kiiig. As thi^ 
vras an indignity not to be borne either by Mary or her huf- 
]band, it hath been aflprtcd to be the caufe of the king's ab- 
fence from the ceremony of his fon's baptifm, Keith, 360. 
pood. 319. But, I. No fuch thing is to be found among 
Bedford's inftrudions, the original of which ilill remains, 
Keith, 356. . 2. Bedford's advice to the queen by Melvil is 
ptterly inconfiftent with Camden's affcrtion. Mtlv. 153, 
^ Melvil's account is <:onfirmed by Elizabeth's inftruftions to 

iSir Henry Nprris, where (he affirms that (he commanded 
Bedford to employ his beft offices towards rcqpnciling Mary 
to her bufband, which (he had attempted to no purpofe. 
Digges's Compl.. Ambaf. p^ 13. A paper publifhed, Ap* 
pendix No. XVIII. prove? the fame thing. 3. Le Croc the 
French refident mentions the king's abfence, but without 
giving that reafon for it, which has been founded on Cam- 
den's words, though, if that had been the re^l one, it 19 
Jutrdlypoffible to conceive that he (hould have negle£led to 
piention it. Le Croc's firft letter is dated December 2, fome 
time pripr to the arrival of the earl qf Beflfprd in Scotland ; 

and 
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The ceremony of wimd&ng the prince's baptifm * ^^ ^ 
was not the fole bu6nefs of Bedford's embaffy. ■' — ^^-^ 
His inftru&ioni contained an overture, which lEiizVb^/th 
ought to have gone far towards extinguifliing thofe ^ acclm-'^* 
jealoofies which had fo lonp: fuUiftcd between the n''><i^t« ^' 

rrtt rT-i«»ii !•« differences 

two queens. The treaty of Edinburgh, which with Maiy. 
had been fo often mentioned, was the principal 
occafion of thefe. The fpirit, however, which had 
rifen to fuch an height in the late parliament, the 
power of the party which favoured the Scottiih 
queai's title, the number and activity of her agents 
in different parts of the kingdom, alarmed Eliza^ 
beth, and induced her to forego any advantage 
which the ambiguous and artful expreflions in that 
treaty might afford her. Nothing was now de- 
manded of Mary, but to renounce any title to the 
crown of England during Elizabeth's life and the 
lives of her pofterity ; who, on the other hand, en- 



and when his inftniftions, cither public or fccrct, could 
hardly be known. Le CrOc plainly fuppofes that the difcord 
between the king and queen was the caufe of his abfence 
from the baptifm^ and his account of this matter is that 
which I have followed, Keith, Pref. vii, 4, He informs hta 
court» that on account of the difference betwixt the king and 
the queen, he had refufed to hold any further correfpondence 
with the former, though he appears, in many inftances, to 
hare been his great confident* Ibid. 5. As the king was not 
prefent at the baptifm, he feems to hare been excluded from 
9ny (hare in the ordinary adminiftration. of bufinefs. Two 
tfts of privy council, one 00 the 2Qth, and the other on the 
aid of December, are found in Keith, 562. They both run, 
in the queen's name alone. The king feems not to have been 
prefent. This could not be owing u^ Elizabeth's inftru&iont 
to Bedford. 

N 4 ga^ed 



i84 THE HISTORY * ' 



1566. 



gaged to take no ftep whicb might prove injurious 
to Mary's claim upon the fucceffion ^. 

Mary could not, with decency, reject a pro- 
pofition fo equitable; ihe infifted, however, tteit 
Elizabeth fhould order the right upon which ihe 
claimed, to be legally examined and publicly re- 
cognifed, and particularly that the teftament of 
Henry VIII. whereby he had excluded the de- 
fcendants of his elded lifter the queen of Scotland, 
from the place due to them in the order of fuccef- 
fion, might be produced, and confidered by the 
Engliih nobility. Mary's minifters had creduloufly 
embraced an opinion, that this teftament, which 
they fo juftly conceived to be injurious to their mif- 
trefs, was a mere forgery ; and, on different occa- 
fions, had urged Elizabeth to produce it. Mary 
would have fuffered confiderably by gaining this 
point. The original teftament h ftiU extant, and 
no$ the leaft doubt can be entertained of its genu* 
inenefs and authenticity. But it was not Eliza- 
beth's intention to weaken or to fet afide the title o( 
the houfe pf Stewart/ She aimed at nothing piore, 
than to keep the queftion concerning the fqcceflion 
perplexed and undecided, and, by induftrioufly 
eluding this requeft, (he did, i|i one refped, real 
fervice^to Mary's caufe*. 

A PEW days after the baptifin of the prince, 
Morton and all the other confpirators againft Riziq 
obtained their pardon, and leave to return into 
Scotland. Mary, who had hitherto continued 

■ Keith, 356. 

• Rymer,XT, p. ii0. Keith, 35,8. Note fcj. Murdin, 368. 
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inexorable to every entreaty in their behalf, yielded *^^^ 
at laft to the folicitations of Bothwell ^. He could ^^^ , ^^^ 
hope for no fuccefs in thofe bold defigns on which '^^^^ 
h|s ambition refolved to venture, without drawing 
aid from every quarter. By procuring a favour 
for Morton ^d his aflbciates, of which the]^ had 
gopd reafon to defpair, he expefted to fecure 9 
band of fsuthful and determined adherents. 

The king ftill remained at Stirling in folitud^ 
^pd under contempt* His impatience in thi; 
fituation, together with the alarm given him by 
the rumour of a defign to feize his perfon, and 
confine him ta prifon % was the occasion of his 
leaving that place in an abrupt manner, and retir- 
ing to his father at Glafgow. 

Two aflemblies of the church were held during June 25. 
this year, 3^ew compl^tints were made, and upoi^ churcVW, 
good grounds, of the poverty and pontempt under ^*^*^ 
which the preteftant clergy were fuffered to Ian* 
guifli. Penuriovis as the allotment fof their fyh^ 
(iftence was, they had not received the leaft part of 
what was due fpr the preceding year ^ Nothing 
lefs than a zeal, ready to endure and to fufle^ every 
thmg for a good caufe, could have perfuaded n^ei^ 
to adhere to a church fo indigent and fQ negleded^ 
The extraordinary e3^pence3 occafioned by the 
prince's baptifm had exhaufted the queen's trea* 
fury, and the fums appropriated for the fubfiftence 
of the clergy wp^ diverted into other channels. 
The queen was therefore obliged to prevent the 



* Good. voL i. 140. Melv. 154. * Keith, Prcf. Tiii* 
^ Ibid. 562. 
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« o b K juft rcmonftranccs of the afiemblyy by falling on 
t_^ /-^f fome new method for the relief of the church, 
^56** Some fymptoms of liberality, fome ftretch towards 
munificence, might have been expefted in an 
ailignment which was made with an intention of 
foothing and filencing the clergy. But both the 
queen and the nobles held feft the riches of the 
church which they had feized. A fum which, at 
the higheft computation, can hardly be reckoned 
equal to nine thoufand pounds fterling*, was 
deemed fufficient for the maintenance of a >yhole 
national church, by men who had lately feen finglc 
pionafteries poffeffed of revenues 'far fuperior in 
value. 

The scclefiaflics in that age bore the grievances 
which aflFeSed themfelves alone with aftonifhing 
patience; but, wherever the reformed religion was 
threatened, they were extremely apt to be alarmed, 
and to proclaim, in the loudeft manner, their ap- 
prehenfions of danger. A juft occafioh of this 
kind was given them, a (hort time before the 
meeting of the aflembly. The ufurped and op- 
preffive jurifdidiion of the fpiritual courts had been 
aboliftied by the parliament in the year one thou- 
fand five hundred and fixty, and commfffaries were 
9ppomted to hear and determine the caufes which 
formerly came under their cognizance ^ Among 
the few ads of that parliament to which Mary had 
paid any regard, this was one. She had confirmed 
the authority of the commifiaries, and had given 
^hem inftru6Hons for dire£Ung their proceedings ^^ 

• Keith, 562. f Ibid. ijj2. « Ibid.' 251. . 



OF SCOTLAND, . iSy 

which are ftill of great authority in thit court, ^^^^ 
From the time of their firft appointment, thefe — -^ 
judges had continued in the uninterrupted exer- *^^^' 
cife of their fun&ion, when of a fudden the queen 
iffued a proclamation, reftoring the archbifhop of 
St. Andrew's to his ancient jurifdidion, and de- 
priving the commi0aries of all authority \ 

A MOTIVE, which cannot be juftified, rendered 
the queen not unwilling to venture upon this rafh 
a^lion. She had been contriving for fome time 
how to re*eftablifh the popifli religion; and the 
reftoring the .ancient ecclefiaftics to their former 
jurifdidtion feemed to be a confiderable ftep to- 
wards that end. The motive which prompted 
Bothwell, to whofe influence over the queen this 
aSion mud be chiefly imputed*, was ftill more 
criminal. . His enterprifing ambition had already 
formed that bold defign, which he foon after put 
in execution; and the ufe which we fhall hereafter 
find him making of. that authority which' the popifh 
ecclefiaftics regained, difcovers the reafons of his 
prefent condudk, in contributing to revive their 
power. The proteftant clergy were not uncon- 
cerned fpedators of an event which threatened 
their religion with unavoidable deftrudion; but, as 
they defpaired of obtaining the proper remedy 
from the queen hprfelf, they addrefled a remon- 
ftrance to the whole body of the proteftant nobility, 
full of that ardent zeal for religion, which the dan-r 
ger to which it was expofed at that time, feeme4 
^ require ^ What e^eds this vehement exhorta* 

. ^ Knox, 405. ^ Id^ ibi4. ^ Keith, 567. 
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tion might have produced, we have no opjsiortu- 
nity of. judging, the attention of the nation being 
quickly turned towards events of another and more 
tragical nature. 
'.^Iitfick^at Immediately upon the king's leaving Stirling, 
Giatg w. and before he could rcacli Glafgow, he was feized 
with a dangerous diftemper. The fymptoms which 
attended it were violent and unufual, and in that 
age it was commonly imputed to the effeds of 
poifon K It is impoflible, amidft the con traditions 
of hiftorians, to decide with certainty concerning its 
nature or its caufe ". His life was in the utmoft 
daitger; but, after lingering for fome weeks, the 
vigour of his conftitution furmaunted the malignity 
of his difeafe, . 

Mary's 

' Mtlv. 154. Knox, 40 T, 

"• Buchanan and Knox are pofuivc tha^ the king had been 
polfoncd.' They mention the black and putrid puilulcs which 
i^roke out all over his body. Buchanan adds, that Aber? 
nethy, the Ijcing's phyfician, plainly declared that poifon was 
the caufe of thefe fymptonns, and that the queen rtfufed to 
allow her own phyfician to attend him. Buch. 349. Knox, 
401. 2. Blackwood, Gaufin, $cc, Jcbb, vol. ii. 59. 214. af- 
ftrt, that the fmall-pox was the difeafe with which the king 
was feized. . He ia called a Pocli/b n^an iu the qucen'8 let- 
ter. Good. vol. ii. 15. The reafon given by French Paris 
for lodging the ^. king at the Kirk of Field, viz. left the 
young prince (hould catch the inftAioii if he fta'd in the pa» 
l^ce, feems to favour this opinion. Anderf. vol. ii. 193., 
Cartp mentipns it as a proof of Mary's tendcrnefs to her hufj 
band, that though (he never had the , fmalUpox herftlf, fhe 
ventured to attend him, vol. iii. 446. This, if it had been 
true, would have afforded a good pretence for not vifiting 
him fooner ; but Mary had the fmall-pox in her infancy. 
Sadler's Letters, -p. 330. An additional proof i)f this is pro* 

4wced 




OF SCOTLAND. 1S9 

Mary*s ncgleft of the king on this occafion was 
equal to that with which he had treated her during 
her illnefs at Jedburgh. She no longer felt that jj^g,^^^;^ 
warmth of conjugal affeftion which prompts to by Mary. 
fympathy, and delights iri all thofe tender of&ces 
which footh and alleviate ficknefs and pain. At 
this junSure, fbe did not even put on the appear- 
ance of this paffion. Notwithftanding the king's 
danger, (he amufed herfelf with excurfions to dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and fufFered near a 
month to elapfe before fhe vifited him at Glafgow. 
By that time the violence of the diftemper was 
over^ and the king, though weak and ianguifhing, 
was out of all danger. 

The breach between Mary and her hufband was The b^ach 
not occafioned by any of thofe flight difgufts ti^m fne- , 
which interrupt the domeftic union, without dif- *^'*'''^^*'* 
folving it altogether. Almoft all the paffions which 
operate with greateft violence on a female mind, 
and drive it to the m6ft dangerous extremes, con- 
curred in raifing and fomenting this unhappy quar- 
rel. Ingratitude for the favours fhe had beftovved, 
contempt of her perfon, violations of the mar- 
riage-vow, encroachments on her power, confpi- 
racies againft her favourites, jealoufy, infolence, 
and obftinacy, were the injuries of which Mary had 
great reafon to complain. She felt them with the 

duccd from a poem of Adrian Turnebu3, by the publilh,er of 
ancient Scottifh poems, p' 308. 3. Bifhop Lefly afjiims, that 
the king's difeafe was the French pox. Keith, 364. Note (bj, 
la that agr, this difeafe was cfteemed fo contagious, that 
perfpna infe6lcd with it were removed without the walls of 
cities. 

utmoft 
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Utmdft feftfibillty ; and, added to the anguifli of dif- 




appointed love, they produced thofe fymptoms of 
defpair which we have already defcribed. Her 
refentment againft the king feems not to have 
abated from the time of his leaving Stirling. In a 
letter written with her own hand to her ambaifador 
in France, on the day before fhe fet out for Glaf-fc 
gow, no tokens of hidden reconcitement appear^ 
Jan. 2a On the contrary, flie mentions, with fome bitter-- 
njcfs, the king's ingratitude, the jealoufy with 
which he obferved her actions, and the inclination 
he difcovered to difturb her government, and at 
the fame time talks of all his attempts with the ut- 
moft fcorn \ 
vifiijtiie After this difcovery of Mary's fentiments, at 
GilVov. the time of her departure from Edinburgh to Glaf- 
gow, a vifit to the king, which had been negfeded 
when his fituation rendered it moft neceflary, ap- 
pears lingular, and it could hardly beexpefted that 
any thing but marks of jealoufy and diftruft (hould 
appear in fuch an interview. This, however, was 
far from being the cafej fhe not only vifited Henry, 
but, by all her words and aftions, endeavoured 
to exprefs an uncommon affeftion for him : and, 
though this made impreflion on the credulous 
fpirit of her hufband, no lefs flexible on fome oc- 
cafions, than obftinate on others ; yet to thofe who 
are acquainted with the human heart, and who 
know how feldom and how flowly fach woniwJs * 
in domeftic happinefs are healed, this fudden tran- " 
fition will appear with a very fulpicious air, and 

*.Kctth^ Pref. vak 

Will 
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Will be confidered by them as the effcft of ar« ^^,^^ 
tifice. ' sJ;^ 

But it is not on fufpicion alone, that Maly is He/ifinl 
charged with diffiniulation in this part of her con- «»»*»aii«a. 
du£k. Two of her famous letters to Bothwell were 
written during her ftay at Glafgow, and fully lay 
open this fcene of iniquity. He had fo far fuc« 
ceeded.in his ambitious and criminal defign, as to 
gain an abfolute afcendgnt over the queen ; and, in 
a fituation fuch as Mary's, merit not fo confpicuous, 
fervices of far inferior importance, and addrefs 
much lefs infinuating than Bothwell's, may be fup- 
pofed to fteal imperceptibly on a female heart, and 
entirely to overcome it. Unhappily, among thofe 
in the higher ranks of life, fcruples with regard to 
conjugal fidelity, are, often, neither many nor^ 
ftrong : nor did the manners of that court, in 
which Mary had been educated, contribute to in-- 
creafe or to fortify them. , The amorous turn of 
Francis I. and Henry II. the licentioufnefs of the 
military charafter in that age, and the liberty of 
appearing in all companies, which began to be 
allowed to women. Who had not yet acquired that 
delicacy of femiment, and thofe poiiflied manners, 
which alone can render this liberty innocent, had 
introduced, among the French, an aftoniftiing re- 
laxation in domeftic morals. Such examples, 
which were familiar to Mary from her infancy, 
co^ld hardly fail of diminifhing that hot-ror of vice 
which is natural to a virtuous mind. The king*s 
behaviour would render the firft approach of for-' 
bidden fentiments lefs Shocking J refentment, and 

difappointed 
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difappointed love, would be apt to reprefent tv^slt* 
ever foothed her revenge, as juftifiable on that 
account ; a^d fo many concurring caufes might, 
almoft interceptibly, kindle a neW paffion in her 
heart. 

But, ^vhatever opinion we may form with regard 
limofiu tQ the j-ife and progref§ of this paffion, the letters 
themfelves breithe all the ardour and teiidernefs of 
love* The aflfedion which Mary there expreffes 
for Bothwell, fully accounts fdr every fubfequent 
part of her condud ; which, tvithout admitting ' 
this circumllance, appears altogether myfterious, 
inconfiftent, and inexplicable. That reconcile- 
ment with herhufband, of which, if we allow it to 
be genuine, it is ifhpoflible to give any plaufible 
account, is difcovered, by the queen's own confef- 
fion, to have been mere artifice and deceit. As her 
averfion for her hufband, and the fufpicious atten- 
tion with which (lie obferved his conduft, became 
univerfally known, her ears were officiouQy filled, 
as is ufual in fuch cafes, with groundlefs or aggra- 
vated accounts of his actions. By. fome (he was 
told, that the king intended to feize the perfon of 
the prince his fon, and in his name to ufurp the 
government ; by others fhe was aflured that he 
refolved inftantly to leave the kingdom ; that a 
veflel was hired for this purpofe, and lay in the 
river Clyde ready to receive him". The lall wa& 
what Mary chiefly dreaded. Henry's retiring into a 
foreign country muft have been highly diflionour- 
able to the queen, and would have entirely difcon- 

• Keith, Prcf^viii. 
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fcmed Bdthweir$ meafurfes. While he refided at 
Glafgov, at a diftance from her^ and in that part 
of the kingdom where the intereft of his family 
was greateft, he might with more facility accom* 
plifh his defigns* In order^ therefore^ to prevent 
his exe(;uring any fuch wild fcheme, it was necef* 
fary to bring him to fome place where he would 
be more immediately under her own eye. For 
this purpofe, fhe firft employed all her art to re- 
gain his confidence, and then propofed to remove 
him to the ndghbourhood of Edinburgh^ under Prevails on 
pretence that there he would have eafier accefs to come to 
the advice of phyficians, and that flie herfelf could Edinburgh. 
zttesid hitii without being abfent from her fon^. 
The. king was weak enough to fuffer himfelf to be 
perfuaded ; and being (till feeble, and incapable 
of bearing fatigue, was carried in a litter to £din« 
burgh. , 

The place prepared for his reception was a 
houfe belonging to the provoft of a collegiate 
churchy called Kirk of Field. It ftood almoft 
upon the fame fpot where the houfe belonging to 
the principal of the univerfity now (lands. Such a 
fituation, on .a riiing ground, and at that time in 
an c^n field, had all the. advantages of healthful 
air to recommend it ; but, on the other hand, the 
folitude of the place rendered it extremely proper 
for the commiffion of that crime, with a view to 
which it fe^ms manifeftly to have been chofen. 

Mary continued to attend the king^with the Heismur. 
moft affiduous care. She feldom was abfent from ^^^^ '****** 

p Good. vol. ii. 8. . 
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« ^^9 ^ - him through the day ; flie flept two nighte m the 
u.^.^-^ chamber under his apartment. She heaped on 
'^^'' him fo many marks of tendemefs and confidence 
aJ'in a great meafure quieted thofe fufpicions which 
had fo long difturbed him. But while he wa« 
fondly indulging in dreams of the return of his 
former happincfs, he flood on the very brink of 
deftruaipn. On Sunday the ninth of i?ebruary, 
about eleven at night, the queen left the ^irk 
of Field, in order to be prefent at a mafque in 
the palace. At two next morning, the houfe in 
tvhich the king lay was blown up with gunpowder. 
The noife and ifliock which this fud(ien explofion 
occafioned, alarmed the whole city. The inha*^ 
bitants ran to the place whence it came. The dead 
body of the king, with that of a fervant- who flept 
Ml the fame :room, were found lying in an adjacent 
garden without the city wall, untouched by fire^ 
and with no bruife or mark of violence. 
Hkcharac. SucH was the Unhappy fate of Henry Stewart 
lord Darnly^ in the twenty-firft year of his age. 
The indulgence of fortune, and his own external 
accomplKhments, without any other merit, had 
raifed him to an height of dignity of which he was 
altogether unworthy. By his folly and ingratifude, 
he loft the heart of a woman who doated on him 
to. diftraftion. His infolence and incoiiftancy 
alienated from him fuch of the nobles as had con- 
tributed moft zealoufly towards his elevation. His 
fevity and caprice expofed him to the fcom of the 
people, who once revered him as the defcendant 
of their ancient kings atld heroes. Had he died a 
6 " satural 
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natural dcith, hts end would have been unla- 
mented, and his memory bave been forgotten ; but 
the cruel circumftances of his murdef, and the "^^^" 
fhameful reniiflhefs in neglefting to avenge it, have 
made his name to be remembered with regret, and 
have rendered him the objeft of pity, to which he 
had otherwife no title* 

EvERV one*8 imagination was at work to guefs Bothwdl 
ifrho had contrived and executed this execrable queen "fuf. 
deed. The fufplcion fell, with almoft general con- ^f^^tr/-'" 
lent, on Bothwell "* ; and fome refleftions were 
thrown out, as if the queen herfelf were no ftran- 
ger to the crime. Of Bothwell^s guilt there re- 
mains the fulleft evidence that the nature of the 
aftion wHl admit. The queen^s knov/n fentiments 
with regard to her hufband, gave a great appear- 
ance of probability to the imputation with wfiich 
ftie was loaded '< 

Two days after tbe murder, a ptoclanlatidn was 
iflued by the qileen, offering a confiderable reward 
to any perfon^who ihould difcover thofe who had 
been guilty of fuch a horrid and deteftable crime ' $ 
and though Bothwell was now one of the greateft 
ftlbjefts in the kingdom, formidable on account 
of his own power, and prdtetled by the q[ueen's 
favour, it was impoflible to fupprefs the fentiments 
and indignation of the pec^le^ Papers wisre affixed 

^ Melv. 155. Anderf. vol. ii. 156^ 

' See Diflertation concerning the rturdcr of Henry Darn- 
lyi and the genuinenefs of Miry*8 letteri to Bothwelli Ap^ 
peridis. 

* Anderf. nAiU 36. 

O ^ td 
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' ?v ^ M the moft pubfic places of the city, acciififig tilrfl 
w^v^<««; of the murder, and naming his accotnplices ; pie^ 
'^^7- tures appeared to the fame purpofe, and voices 
were heard in the middle of the flight, charging 
him with that batbarous aAion. But the authors 
of thefe rumours did not confine their accufations 
to Bolhwell alone ; they infinuated that the queen 
faerfelf was ^ acceffary to the crime '* This bold 
accufation, which fo direftly attacked Mary's re- 
putation, drew the attention of her (Council j and^ 
by engaging them in an inquiry^ after the author^ 
of thefe libels, diverted them from fearching for 
the murderers of the king ""* It could fcarce be 
topedted that Mary herfelf would be extremely 
folicitous to difcover thofc who had rid her of aii 
hufband, whom fhe had fo violently hated* It was 
Bothweirs intereft, who had the fupreme direftion 
of this, as well as of all other affairs, to ftifle and 
fupprefs whatever evidence Ihould be offered, and 
to cover, if poffible, the whole tranfaftion under 
the veil of darknefs and of filence. Some inquiry, 
however, was made, and fome perfons called be- 
fore the council ; but the examination was con^- 
duded with the moft indecent remiffnefs, and in 
fuch a manner as to let in no light upon that fcene 
of guilt ^ 

It was not her own fubjefts alone who fuf- 
peded Mary of having been acceflary to this un- 
natural crime ; nor did an opinion, fo difhonour- 
able to her chara^er, owe its rife and progrefs to 

' Anderf< vol. ii. 156. " Id. voL i. 38. 

*Id, toL iv. part* ii. 167, 16B, 

the 
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the jealoufy and malice of her fadious nobles. 
The report of |he manner and circumftances of the 
king's murder fpread quickly over all Europe, '^^^* 
and, even in that age, which was accuilomed to 
deeds of violence, it excited univerfal horron As 
her unhappy breach with her huiband had long 
been matter of public difcourfe, the firft conjee^ 
tures Ayhich were formed with regard to his death, 
were extremely to her difadvantage. Her friends, 
at a lofs what apology to offer for her conduft^ 
called on her to profecute ih^s murderers with the 
utmoft diligence, and expcded that the rigour of • 
her proceedings would prove the bed and fuUeft 
vindication of her innocence ^. 

Lennox at the fame time incited Mary to ven» Lennox ac^ 
ge^nce with inceffant importunity. This nobleman weii of the 
had fliared in his foQ*s difgrace, and b^ng treated der? '^ ""*^* 
by Mary with negleft, yfually refided aj: a diftamce 
froiji court. Roufed, hpwever, by Vi event no 
lefs fhocking to the heart of a father, than fatal to 
all his fchemes of ambitiop, he ventured to write Feb. n, 
to the queen, and to p5i^r hjs s^dvice with refpeft 
to the moft efFeftual method for difcovering and 
conyidling thofe who- had fo cruelly deprived him 
of a fon, and hier of a hufband. He i^rged her to 
prpfecute thofe who were guilty with vigour, and 
to bring them to a fpeedy trial ; he declared his 
own fufpicion of Bpthwell, aijd of thofe who wer? 
named as his accomplices } h^g r^quir^d that, out 
of regard to decency, and in order to encourage 
evjdenjce to appear ag?4nft thqm, the perfoas ^^c-. 
y Keith, Pref. ix. 

O3 cufi?d 
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cufed of fuch an atrocious crime fliould be commit- 
ted to cuftody, or at leaft excluded from her court 
and pretence ''. 

Mary was then at Seaton, whither (he had 
retired after the burial of the king, whofe body 
was depofited among the monarchs of Scotland, 
in a private but decent manner*. The former part 
of the earl's demand could not on any pretence b© 
eluded ; and it was refolved to bring Bothwell im-f 
M^ry con- mediately to trial. But, inftead of confining him 

linue.s to ^ ' 1 • • 11 l_ 

livourhim. to auy prifou, Mary admitted him mto all her 
councils, and allowed a perfon, univerfally re» 
puted the murderer of her hulband, to enjoy all 
the fecurity, the dignity, and the power of a fa- 
vourite^. The offices which Bothwell already 
pofleffed, gave him thp- command of all the foqth 
of Scotlfind. The caftle of Edinburgh, however, 
IPi'as a place of fo much confecjuence, that he wiftied 
earneftly to have it in his own power..^ The queen, 
in order tp prevail on the earl of Afar to furrender 
it, confented to put the perfon of the young prince 

B^arch 19. in his hauds, and immediately beftowed the go- 
vernment of that iprvportant fortrefs upon Both- 
well *". So many fteps in her*conduft, inconfiftent 
with all the rules of prudence and of decency, muft 
be imputed to an excefs either of folly or of lovp. 
Mary*s known charader fully vindiqates her from 
the former; of the latter, many and ftrikiiig 
proofs foon appeared. 

* Keith, ^69, &c. • Anderf. vol. i. 23. 

* Anderf. vol. i. 40^' &c, * Ibid. vol. i, Pfef. 64. 
Itcith, 379. 

' No 
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' No direfit evidence had yet appeared againft 
Bothwell ; but as time might bring to light the 
circuraflances of a crime in which fo many accom- « Jens^'on 
plices were concerned, it was of great importance 
to hurry over the trial, while nothing more than 
general (bfpicions, and uncertain furmifes, could be 
produced by hig accufers. For this reafon, in a 
meeting of privy council held on the twentyrcighth 
of March, the tw^elfth of April was appointed for 
the day of trial. Though the law allowed, and 
the manner in which criminal caufes were earned 
on in that age required, a much longer interval, it 
appears from feveral circumftances that this (hort 
fpace was confiderably contrafted, and that Lennox 
had only eleven days warning to prepare for ac- 
cufing a perfon fo far fuperior to himfelf both in 
power and in favour*. No man could be lefs 

in 

* The a6l of privy council, appointing the day of Both- 
well's trial, tears date March the '28th, which happened on 
a 'f hurfday. Anderf. vol. i. 50. The queen's warrant to the 
mffengers, impowering them to fummon Lennox to be pre- 
fcnt, u dated on the 29th. Anderf. vol. ii. 97. He was 
fummoned by public proclamation at the crofs of Edinburgh 
on the fame day. Ibid. 100. He was fummoned at his 
^welling houfes in Glafgow and Dumbarton the 30th of 
March, the ift ^nd 2d days of April. Ibid. IQI. He was fum- 
jnoned at Perth, April ift. Ibid.' 102. Though Lennox re- 
. fided at that tin^e forty miles from Edinburgh, the citation 
might have l^een given" him fooner. Such an unneceffary 
delay affords fome caufe for fufpicio;i. It is true, Mary, in 
her letter, March 24th, invited Lennox to come to Edin- 
burgh the cnfuing week ; this gave him warning fome days 
fooner, that (he intended to bring on the trial without delay. 
$!Ut the prccife time could not be legally or certainly known 

. Q 4 t^ 
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^?v?^ in a condition to contend with an antagonift who 
^''^fF^y"'^^ was thus fupported. Though Lennox -s paternal 
■ ^^^' eftate had been reftored to him when he was re- 
called into Scotland, it feems to have heen con- 
fiderably impaired during his banifhment^. Hi« 
vaflalsy while he refided in England, had been 
accuftomed tp fome degree of independence, and 
he had not recovered that afcendant over them, 
which a feudal chief ufually poffeffed. He had no 
reafon tp expefl the concurrence of any of thofe 
faftions into which the nobles were divided* 
During the ftiort period pf his fon*s profperity, 
he had taken fuch fteps as gave rife to an open 
breach with Murray and all his adherents. The 
p^rtifans pf the houfe of Hamilton were his here- 
ditary and mortal enemies. Huntly was linHed in 
the clofeft confederacy with Bothwell ; and thus, 
to the difgrace of the nation, Lennox flood alone 
in a caufe where both honour and humaiyty galled 
fo loudly on his countrymen to fecondhimf 

It is remarkable too, that i^othweU himfelf was 
prefent, and fat as a member in that meeting pf 
privy council, which gave diredkions with regard 
to the time and manner of his own trial j and he 
ftill enjoyed not only full liberty, b\it was received 
into the queen's prefence with the fame diftinguilhed 
familiarity as formerly % 



to Lennox fooner than ten pr twelve days before the day on 
whjch he was re^uire4 ^o appear* By the law and pradice of 
Scotland^ at that tim^y parties were fummoned^ in cafes of trea- 
fpny forty days previous to the triaji. 
• An^crf, vol. i. 50, 5^^ 

' $TpTHINQ 




OF SCOTLANB. 1201 

NoiTHkKG could be a more cruel difappointment 
to the wiihes and refentment of a father, than fuch 
a premature trial ; every ftep towards which feemed Ltnntl' 
to be taken by direflbns from the perfon who was ^eu*** 
himfelf accufed of the crime, and calculated oa 
purpofe«to conceal rather than to dete£t his guilt. 
Lennox, forefaw what would be the iffue of this 
mock inquiry, and with how little fafety to him- 
felf, or fuccefs to his caufe, he could venture to 
appear on the day prefixed. In his former letters, 
though under expreffions the moft refpeftful, feme 
fymptoms of his diftrufting the queen may be dif- 
covered. He fpoke out now in plain language. 
He complained of the injury done him, by hur- 
rying on the trial with fuch illegal precipitation. 
He reprefented once more the indecency of allow- 
ing Bothwell hot only to enjoy perfonal liberty, 
but to retain his former influence over her coun- 
cils. He again required her, as fhe regarded her 
own honour, to give fome evidence of her fince- 
rky in profecuting the murder, by confining the 
perfon who was on good grounds fufpeded to be 
the author of it ; and, till that were done, he figni- 
lied his own refolution not to be prefent at a trial, 
the manner and circumflances of which were fo 
irregular and pnfatisfad:oiy 't 

He feems, however, to have expeded little -^?p"*» ^f 
fuccels from this application to Mary ; and there- ^^ Ei'^^a. 
fore at the fame time befought' Elizabeth to inter- 
pofe, in order to obtain fuch a delay as he de- 
fuanded ^. Nothing can be a (tropger proof how 
J i^dcrf. vqL i. ^2. * Good. vol. ii. 352. 

yiolently 
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B a a K violaitly he fufpefted the on^ queen, than bis (ubr 
*^^,^^^im^} mitting to implpre the aid of the others who had 
»567. treated his fon with the . utnjoft contempt, an4 
bimfelf and family with the gfeateft rigour, {lli^ao 
beth, who was never unwilling to interpofe in the 
affairs of Scotland, wrote, inftantly to Ift^ary^ ad- 
vifed her to delay the trial for fome tirne, and urged 
in fuch ftrong terms the fame arguments which 
Lennox had ufued, as .might have convinced her to 
what an unfavourable conftruclion her conduct 
would be Uable, if (he perfifted in her prefent me- 
thod of proceeding **• 

THc trial Neither her intreaties, however, nor thofe of 

Lennox, could prevail to have the trial p;ul: off. 
On the day appointed Bothwell appeared, but with 
fuch a formidable retinue, that it would have been 
dangerous to condemn, and impofTible to punifh 
him. Befides a numerous body of his friends and 
vafTals, .affembled, according to cuftom, from dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom, he \Bas attended by a 
band of hired foldiers, who marched with flying 
colours along the ftreets of Edinburgh *• A court 
of juftice was held with the accuftomed formalin 
ties* An indidment was prefented againfl Both- 
well, and Lennox was, called upon to make, good 
his accufation. In his name appeared Robert 
Gunningham, one of his dependants. He ex- 
cyfed his mafter's abfence, on account of the fliort^ 
n<!ft of the time,[ which prevented his affepibling 
his friends and yaffals, without whofe affiftanc^ l^ 

* A^nd^rL Prcf. 6&. ^c Appendix, Nd, XIX. 

* An<ierf, vol, L ijj. 

could 
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cmild not with fafety venture to fet himfelf m 
oppofition to fuch a powerful antagonift. P*or this 
reafon, he defired the court to flop proceeding, *5^^* 
and protefted, that any fentence which Ihould be 
pafled at that time ought to be deemed illegal and 
void, -^othwell, on the other hand, infifted that 
the court fliould inftantly proceed to trial. One of 
Lennox's own letters. In which he craved of th<j 
queen to profecute the murderers without delay, 
was produced. Cunningham's objefHons were 
over-ruled ; and the jury, confiding of peers and 
|>arons of the firft rank, found Bothwcll not guilty 
of the crime. 

No perfon appeared as an accufer, not a fingle Bothwcii i«. 
witnefs was e3camined, nor any evidence produced **^^"" 
againft him. The jury, under thefe circumftahces, 
could do nothing elfe but acquit him. Their 
vcrdift, however, was far from gratifying the 
wiftes, or filencing the murmurs of the people- 
Every circumflance in the trial gave grounds for 
fufpicion, and excited indignation; and the judg- 
ment pronounced, inftead of being a proof of 
BothwelUs innocence, was efteemed an argument 
of his guilt, f Pafquinades and libels were affixed 
to different places, expreffing the fentiments of the 
public with the utmoft virulence of language. 

The jury themfelves feem to have been aware 
of the cenfure to which their proceedings would bt 
expofed; and, at the fame time that they returned 
jthdr verdiQ: acquitting Bothwell, the earl of Caitlv 
neft protefted, in their name, that no crime (hould 
be imputed to them on that account, becaufe no 

accufer 



3^- THE HISTORY 

B e K accufer had appeared, and no proof was brought 
v.,,^Jw of the indiftment. He took notice likewife, th^t 
^567» the ninth inftead of the tenth of February was 
mentioned in the indidnient, as the day on which 
the murder had been committed ; a circuqiftance 
which difcovers the extreme inaccuracy of thof^ 
who prepared the indiftment ; and at a tiipe when 
mpn were difpofed, and not without reafon, to bQ 
fufpicious of every thing, this fmall matter con- 
tributed to confirm and to increafe their fufpir 



ciops % 



Even Bothwelj himfelf did not rely on the judg^ 
ment which he had obtained in his favour, as a 
full vindicfition of hh innocence. Immediately 
after his acquittal, he, li) compliance with a cuf-r 
torn lyhich was not then obfolete, publiflied a 
writing, in which he offered to fight in fmgle com^. 
bat any gentleman of good fame who ihould pre-s 
fume to accufe him of being acceffary to ^he piur- 
der of the king, 

Mary, however, continued to treat him as if 
he had been cleared by the moft unexceptionable 
and fatisfaftory evidence. The afcendant he had 
gained ovgr her heart, as well as over her councils^ 
was more vifible than ever 5 and Lennox, who 
could not expe^ that his own perfon coul4 be fafe 
in a country where the murderer of his fon had 
been abfolved, without regard to juftice; and loaded 
with honours, in contempt of decency \ fled wit;!^ 
precipitation tov^ards flngland '• 

* Bothw. Trial, Anderf. rol. ii. 97, &c. 
» j:eith, 378. l^otc fdj. - 

$ TWQ 



*r*b days iafter th6 trial a parfiametit was held, book 
at the opening of which the .queen diftinguiihed - — v^ 
Bothwell, by appointing him to carry the fc^ptre ^ p/rfjal 
before her"*. Moft of the afts paffed iri this ™'J!,j "j^'^ 
affembly were calculated on pUfpofe to ftrengthen 
his party, and to promote his defignSi He ob- 
tained the ratification of all the poffeffions and ho* 
iiours which the partiality of the queen had coni 
ferred Upon him ; and the aft to that effed tori-* 
tained the (Irongeft declaratioiis of his faithful 
fervices to the. crown in all times paft. The fur* 
render of the caftle of Edinburgh by Mar was 
confirmed. The law of attainder againft Huntly 
was repealed, and he and his adherents were re- 
ftored to the eftates and honours of their anceftors. 
Several of thofe who had been on the jury which 
acquitted Bolhwell, obtained ratifications of the 
grants made in their favour ; and as pafquinades 
daily multiplied, a law paffed, whereby thofe into 
whofe hands any paper of that kind fell, were com* 
manded inftantly to deftroy it ; and if, through 
their negleft, it (hould be allowed to fpread, they 
were fubjefted to a capital punilhment, in the fame 
manner as if they had been the original authors \ 

But the abfolute dominion which Bothwell had Remark- 
Jacquired over Mary's mind appeared in the cleareft favllrri- * 
manner, by an aft in favour of the proteftant reli- ^1"^^.^^^,^^^ 
gion,' to which at this time (he gave her affent. 
Mary*s attachment to the Romifh faith was uni- 
form and fuperftitious ; ftie had never laid afide the 
defign, nor loft the hopes, of reftoring it. She 

* Keith, 378. Note ('ilj. " Ibid. 38a. 

had 
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^ ?v^ ^ ^3^ of J^U^^ come under new engagements to thaf 
» purpofe, and in conference of tbefe had ventured 
upon fome fteps more public and vigorous than 
any {he had formerly taken. But though none 
of thefe circuraftances were lusknown to Both-* 
well, there v/ere powprfiil motives w.hieh prompted 
him at thi» jiindure to conciliate the good- will of 
the proteftantS) by everting himfelf in order td 
|)rdcure for them fome additional fecurity in tht 
ei;ercife of their .religion. That which they en- 
joyed at prefent was very pr^carious,.being founded 
entirely on the royal proclamation iffued fpoa after 
the arrival of the queen in Scotland, which in ex- 
prefs terms was declared to be only a temporary 
regulation. From that period, neither the foli- 
citations of the general affemblies of the church, 
nor the intreaties of her people, could extort from 
Mary any conceffion in favour of the proteftant 
religion, on which the profeffors might reft with 
greater confidence. This, however, by the more 
powerful influence of Bothwell^ they now obtained* 
A^i aft was paffed in this parliament, repealing all 
the laws, canon, civil, and municipal, adverfe to 
' the reformed religion^ and exempting fuch as had 
embraced it from the penalties to which they might 
have been fubjefted by thefe laws, either on ac-' 
count of their paft conduft or prefent profeffion ; 
declaring at the fame time that their perfons, 
eftates, honours, and benefices, were taken under 
public proteftion a^ainft every court, civil or eccle- 
fiaftical, that might attempt to moled them on 
account of their religious fentiments; Thus the 

prdteftantsy 
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j)roteftants, inftead of holding their facred rights ^^^^ 
by no bettdr tenure than a declaration of royal in* ^ 
duigence, ^Uth might be revoked at pieafure, 
obt'iined legal and parliamentary protedion in the 
exedcife of their religion* By preTaiiing oh the 
queen ;to aflent to this law. Both well feems to have 
flattered himfelf that he would acquire fuch merit 
both with: the ctergy and with the people, as might 
induce them to favour his ambitious fchemes, and\ 
to connive at what he had done, or might do, in 
order to accomplifh them. The proteftants ac- 
cordingly, though this aft was far from amounting 
to a legal eftablifliment of the reformed faith, feeni 
to havie, confidered it as %Xi additional , fecurity of 
fuch importance, th|t it was p^blifhed among the 
laws enaded in a parliament held towards the cloib 
of this year, under vei^y different leaders \ 

** I am incj^bted. to the accuracy ©f Sir David Dalrymplc^ 
for poiuting o^t (Remarks on the Hiftory of ScxitVand, ch. 9.) 
a confiderablc error into which I had fallen with refpeft to 
this zSty by fupp.odng it to be fo favourable to the doctrine' 
of the Reformation, that the parliament whjdh met Dec« 15^ 
could; fublUtute nothing ftronger or more explicit in itt 
place» and thought it fufBcient to ratify it word for word« 
Thiff error I have now cgrrcdted ; but, after confidering thcf 
a£l with particular attention, though 'I am (atisfied that it 
neither eiUbliflied the reformed religion or the religion of th< 
ftatCi ijot aboUlhcd popery, yet it granted fuch new and le« 
gat fecurity to the proteftants, as ^was deemed, in that ag^^ 
an acquifition of great value. The framers ef the law feem 
manifeftly to have viewed it in that light ; after reciting^ 
** that the queen, fince her arrival, had attempted nothing 
contrary tp the ftate of religion which (he found publicly anti 
nikiverlaUy ftanding, on wluob account fhe was m^^ worthy 
' '■ " ' ta 
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BOOK Every ftep taken by Bothwcll had hitherto 

^-— -^ been attended with all the fuccefs which his mdft 

BothxvJii fanguine wifhes could expefl:^ He had entirely 

ihTnubies" gained the queen's heart ; the murdef of the king 

torecom- had excited no public commotion j he had been 

as an hX acquittcd by his peers of any Ihare in that crime j 

and 



tand to ihc 



, to be ferved, honoured, and obeyed, &c."— the a£t goes on, 
'' that as (he intends to continue the fame gdodnefs and go- 
vernment in all times comings the profeffors of the religion 
aforefaid may and fhall have occafion to praife God for her 
happy and gracious government, &c. : and to effedl that 
the profeiTors of the religion aforefaid may afiure themfclves 
to be in full furety thereof, and of their lands, lives, &c. 
and .may with the btttcr Wilf jedpaM and hazard their livcl 
and goods in her hi^iiefs's fervic^ aigalnft all enemies to 
her, and to the (^ommbiiweal <3ff this reaflm, he. therefore our 
fovereign, with the advice of the whole . eftatcs in parha- 
ment, &c.'^ then follow the itatatory claufcs mentioned in 
tlie text. The intention of pai&ng the a6t is apparent, and 
It is drawn with great art. This art is peculiarly manifed in 
the concluding claufe. In her firft proclamation the queen 
had declared, that it fhould continue in force Otily tin til (he 
ihould take final order concerning feligidn i^ith the advice 
pf parliament. In thiit aft the intention of takhig further 
order concerning religion is mentioned, probably with ai view 
to plcafe the queen j btit it is wofded with fuch ftudied dex- 
terity, that the proteAion granted by this: law h no longer 
to be regarded as temporary, or depending upon the queen 
taking fach final order. Pari, i K. Ja. VI. c. 51. ' Irt tht 
fame light of an important acquifitioH of fecurity to the re- 
formed religion, this aft is reprefented by the prtvj council j 
in a proclamation iffued May 2 j, 1567. Keith, 571. MaryV 
principal adherents, in a paper fabfcribed , by them, Sept. 12, 
1568, declare, that fhe, « by the advice of the three eftatcs, | 
had fatisfied the defire of the whole nobility in an aft con-' 
cerning all the points of religion paffed w the parliament I 
held April 1567,^* Goodal, ih 3^7 . Tbc feme h affcrtcdrtB 
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and their declfion had been in foirie fort ratified 
in parliament. But in a kingdom where the regal 
authority was fo extremely limited, and the power 
of the nobles fo formidable, he durft not venture 
on the laft adion, towards which all his ambitious 
projefts tended, without their approbation. In 

order 

to be the Intention and effe£t of this aft in another public 
paper in the year 15 70. Haynes, 621. This aft is perfeftly 
conformable to that fyftem of policy by which Bothwell 
feems to have regulated his conduft both before and after 
this time, with a view of gaining the protefiantSy particu« 
larly the clergy, by afts of indulgence and favour. On the 
3d of Oftober, 1566, when Both well's credit was very confi- . 
derable, the queen, in a meeting of privy council, where he 
was prefent, took m^kfures for fecuring to the proteftant 
clergy. more regular payment of their ftipends; and on the 
20th of [December of that year, granted an affignation of a 
confi derable fum to be applied for the fupport of the minif- * 
try. Keith, 360, 361, ^62. In a meeting of privy council; 
January 10, 1567, when all public tranfaftions were entirely 
condufted by Bothwell, an aft was pafied in order to provide 
for the fu dentation of minifters in boroughs, and Bothwell \i 
named as one of the commiffioners for carrying it into exe- 
cution, with power to impofe a tax on fuch boroughs as had 
ho minifters, for railing a ftipend. Keith, 570. ' In another 
tneeting of privy council. May 23, 1567, the queen, after 
mentioning the declaration" which fhe had made in the year 
156 1) of her rcfoliition to maintain that religion which fhe 
foufid eftablifhed in the kingdom, and after taking notice of 
what additional fecurity it had acquired by the late aft of 
April 19th, with a view of giving ftill farther fatisfaftion to 
the proteftants, (he declared that all licei^es which had been 
obtained from her by any pcrfons, permitting them to exercife 
the rites of popifh worfliip, were now revoked and annulled. 
Keith, 570 — 571, It defcrves to be remarked, that, flavour- 
able as. all thefe afts were to the Reformation, fome bi(hops> 
ntfhofe ardent xealfor tkt old doQrines hlftory records^ were prefent 
VoB. II. P in 
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^ ?v ^ o^d^r ^o fecure this, he, immediately after the dhTo- 
*— ^.--w lution of parliament, invited all the nobles wha 
Apru %. were prefent to aii entertainment. Having' filled 
the houfe with his friends ^nd dependants, and fur- 
rounded it with armed men % he opened to the 
company his intejition of marrying the queen, whofe 
confent, he told them, he had already obtained; and 
demanded their approbation of this match, which, he 
faid, was no lefs acceptable to their fovereign, than 
honourable to himfelf ^ Huntly and Seaton, who 
were privy to all Bothwell's fchemeSj pro- 
moted them with the utmoft zeal j and the popifli 
ecclefiaftics, who were abfolutely devoted to the 
queen, and ready to footh all her paffions ; in- 
ftantly declared their fatisfadlion with what he had 
propofed. The reft, who dreaded the exorbitant 
power which Bothwell had acquired, and obferved 
' the queen's growing affedion towards him in all 

her adlions, were willing to make a merit of yield- 
ing to a meafure which they could neither oppofe 
' nor defeat. Some few were confounded and en- 

in thofe meetings of privy council in which they were pafled. 
From confidering alt thcfc particulars, one need «ot wonder 
that a law "anent caflihg (as its title bears), annulUng, 
and abrogating of all laws, ads, and conftitutions, canpne, 
civile, and municipal, with other conftitutions, contrare to 
the religion now profeffit within the realme," confirmed by 
the royal aflent of the queen, fliould be publifhed among the 
ftatutes fecuring the proteftant religion. We find according- 
ly, in a very rare edition of the ads of parliament, imprintit 
at Edinburgh by Robert Lekprevik, printar to the king's 
majeftie, 6 day of April 1568, the ad of April 19 infcrtcd 
among the aflts of the Regent's parliament in December. 
p Good. vol. ii. 14Z. « Andcrf. vol. i. 94. 

raged* 
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raged. But in the end Bothwell, partly by pro- 
mifes and flattery, partly by terror and force, pre- 
vailed on all who were prefent to fubfcribe a '5*^* 
paper which leaves a deeper ftain than any occur- 
rence in that age on the honour'and charader of . ^^ 
the nation. 

This paper contained the ftrongeft declarations 
of Bothweirs innocence, and the moft ample ac- 
knowledgment of his good fervices to the king- 
dom. If any future accufation fliould be brougHt 
againft him on account of the king's murder, the 
fubfcribers promifed to Hand by him as one man, 
and to hazard their lives and fortunes in his de- 
fence. They recommended him to the queen as 
the moft proper perfon fhe could chufe for a huf- 
band : and if fhe fhould condefcend to beftow on 
him that mark of her regard, they undertook to 
promote the n^ianiage, and to join him with all 
their forces in oppofing any perfon who endea- 
voured to obftruft it \ Among the fubfcribers of 
this paper we find fdme who were the queen's 
chief confidents, others who were ftrangers to her 
councils, and obnoxious to her difpleafure ; fome 
who faithfully adhered to her through all the vicift 
^tudes of her fortune, and others who became the 
principal authors of her fufierings ; fome paffion- 
ately attached to the Romifh fuperftition, and 
others zealous advocates for the proteftant faith •. 
No common intereft can be fuppofed to have 
united men of fuch oppofite principles and parties^ 
in 'recommending to their fovereign a ftcp (o inju- 

; Andcrf. vol. i. 177. • Kcitb, 3S2. 
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nous to her. honour, and fo £aital to her. peace* 
This ftrange coalition was the effeft of much arti- 
^5^^' fice, and muft be confidered as the boldeft and 
moft mafterly ftroke of Bothwell's addrefs. It is 
obfervable, that amidft all the altercations and mu- 
tual reproaches of the two parties which arofe in 
the kingdom, this unworthy tranfaftion is feldom 
mentioned. Confcious on both fides, that in this 
particular their condjaft could ill bear exammation, 
and would redound little to their fame, they, al- 
ways touch upon it unwillingly, and with a tender 
hand, feeming defirous that it fhould remain' in 
darknefs, or be buried in oblivion. But fis fa 
many perfons who, both at that time and ever af- 
ter, poffeffed the queen's favour, fubfcribed this 
paper, the fufpicion becomes ftrong, that Both- 
well's ambitious hopes were neither unknown to 
Mary, nor difapproved by her*. 

These 

* Of all the different fyrtems with regard to this tranfac- 
tion, that of Camden feems to be the leaft accurate, and the 
worft founded. He fuppofcs that Bothwell was hated by 
Murray, Morton, bcc, who had been his afTociates in the 
murder of the king, and that they now wan ted*to ruin him. 
He affirms, at the fame time, that the fubfcriptions to this 
paper were obtained by them out of fear that Bothwell might 
fink in his hopes, and betray the whole bloody fecret, 404. 
But befides the abfurdity of fuppoling that any man's ene- 
mies would contribute towards railing him to fuch high dig- 
nity, on the uncertain hopes of being able afterwards to de- 
prive him of it f befides the impoflibility of accomplifhing 
fuch a marriage, if it had been either unknown to the queen, 
or difagreeable to her ; we may obferve that this fuppofitton 
is dcftroycd by the dired teftij»ony of the queen herfelf, 
who afcribes the confent of the nobles to fiothwell's artifices. 
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' These fufpicions are confirmed by the moft di- ®^^^ 
reft proof, Melvil at that time enjoyed a confi- ^^-^-^v^^i-^ 
derable fliare in her favour. He, as well as his '^ ^* 
brother, kept a fecret correfpondence in England 
with thofe who favoured her pretenfions .to that 
crown. The rumour of her intended marriage 
with Bothwell having fpread early in that king- 
dom, excited univerfal indignation ; and Melvil 
received a letter from thence, which reprefented, 
in the ftrongeft tertos, what would be the fa- 
tal effefts of fuch an imprudent ftep. He put 
this letter into the queen's hands, and enforced 
it with the utmoft warmth. She not only difre- 
garded thefe remonftrances, but communicated 
the matter to Bothwell ; and Melvil, in order to 
fave his life, was bbliged to fly from court, whi- 
ther he durft not return till the earl's rage began 



<who pur chaf edit ly giving them to^underfland that We were content 
therewith. Anderf. vol. i. 94, 99. It would have' been no 
fmall advantage to Mary, if (lie could have reprefented the 
confent of the nobles to have been their own voluntary deed^ 
It is dill more furprifing to find Lefly afcribing this paper to 
Murray and his fadlion. Anderf. vol. i# 26. The bifhop him- 
felf was one of the perfons who fufcribed it. Keith, 383. 
The king's commiflioners, at the conference held at York 
1568, pretended that none of the nobles, except the earl of 
Huntly, would fubfcribe this paper till a warrant from the 
queen was produced, by which they were allowed to dp fo ; 
this warrant they had in their cuftody, and exhibited. Anderf. 
vol. iv. part 2. 5. This differs from Buchanan's account, 
who fuppofes that all the nobles prefent fubfcribed the paper 
on the, 19th, and that next day they obtained the approba* 
tion of what they had done, by way of fecurity to them* 

P3 tQ 
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to abate ^. At the fame time Elizabeth warned 
Mary of the danger and infamy to which (he would 
expofe herfelf by fuch an indecent choice : but an 
advice from her met with ftill lefs regard '. 

Three days after the rifing of parliament Mary 
went from Edinburgh to Stirling, in order to vifit 
the prince her fon. Bothwell had now brought 
his fchemes to full maturity, and every precaution 
being taken which could render it fafe to enter on 
the laft and decifive ftep, the natural impetuofity 
of his fpirit did not fuffer him to deliberate any 
longer. Under pretence of an expedition againft 
the freebooters on the borders, he affembled his 
followers 5 and marching out of Edinburgh with a 

" Mclv. 156. According to Mclvil, Lord Herries like- 
wife remonllrated againft the marriage, and conjured the 
queen, on his knees, to lay afide all thoughts of fuch a dif- 
honourable alliance, 156. But it has been obferved, that 
Herries is one of the nobles who fubfcribed the bond, April 
19. Keith, 383. 2. That he is one of the witneffes to the 
marriage articles between the queen and Bothwell, May i*4. 
Good. vol. ii. 61. 3. That he fat in council with Bothwell, 
May 17. Keith, 386. But this remonft ranee of lord Herries 
againft the marriage happened before thofc made by Melvil 
himfelf, 157. Melvil's remonftrance muft have happened 
fome time before the meeting of parliament; for, after ofren4- 
ing Bothwell, he retired from court; he allowed his rage 
time'to fubfide, and had again joined the queen when (he was 
fcized, April 24. 158. The time which muft have elapfed 
by this account of the matter was perhaps fu£Ecient to baye 
gained Herries from being an oppofer to become a promoter 
of the marriage. Perhaps Melvil may have committed fome 
miftake with regard to this fad, fo far as relates to lord Her- 
ries. He could not well be miftaken with regiir4 to what 
}iimfelf did. 

* Anflerf. voj, i. iq5, 
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thouland horfe, turned fuddenly towards Linlith* ^^^^ 
gow, met the queen on her return near that place, s-— .— ^ 
di^ierfed her flender train without refiftance, feized A^riU4, 
on her perfon, and dondufted her, together with a 
few of her courtiers, as a prifoner to his caftle of 
Dunbar. She expreffed neither furprize, nor ter- 
ror, nor indignation, at fuch an outrage commit- 
ted on her perfon, and fuch an infult offered to her 
authority, but feemed to yield without ftruggle or 
regret ^. Melvil was at that time one of her at* 
tendants ; and the officer by whom he was feized • 
informed him, that nothing was done without the 
queen's own confent *. If we may rely on the let- 
ters publiflied in Mary's name, the fcheme had 
been communicated to her*, and every ftep towards 
it was taken with her participation and advice ^ 

Both the queen apd Bothwell thouglht it of ad- 
vsmtage to employ this appearance of violence. 
It afforded her a decent cxcufe for her condud : 
' and while fhe could plead that it was owing to force 
rather than choice, fhe hoped that her reputation, 
among foreigners at lead, would efcape without cen- 
fure, or be expofed to lefs reproach. Bothwell could 
not help diftrufting all the methods which had hi- 
therto been ufed for vindicating him from any con- 
cern in the murder of the king. Something was ftill 
wanting for his fecurity, and for quieting his guilty 
fears. This was a pardon under the great feal. By 
the laws of Scotland the raoft heinous crime mud 
be mentioned by name in a pardon, and then all 
leffer offences are deemed to be included under 

7 Keith, 383^ * Melv. ij8. * Good. voLii.37. 
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the general claufe, and all other crimes wbatJhenwrK 
Tp feize the perfon of the^ pruxce is high tntafon ; 
''^^^' and'Bothwell hoped that a pardo» obta^ed for this 
would extend to every thing of which he had been; 
fsiccufed % 
Is divorced BoTHWEL^. having now gpt the queen's perfon 
bwnwife. intp his hands, it \vould have been unbecoming^ 
either a politician or a man of gallantry to have 
delayed confummating his fchemes* The firft ftep 
towards this was to have his marriage with -lady- 
Jane Gordon, the earl of Huntly's fifter, diffolyed. 
In order to accomplifli that, in a manner confiftr 
ent with the ideas of the queen on one hand, and 
with the fentiments of his countrymen on the 
other, two diflferent proceffes became neceffary.-t 
pne founded on the maxima of the canon law, the 
other accommodated to the tenets of the reformed 
phurch. Bothwell accordingly commenced a fuit, 
in his own name, in the fpiritqal court of the arch- 
bifhop of St. Andrew's, the jurifdidion of which the 
April 27. queen had reftored, by a fpecial cpmmiffion grantecl 
for this purpofe, a:nd pleaded, that lady Jane and 
himfelf, being coufins within the prohibited degrees, 
and having married without a papal difpenfation^their 
vmion was null from the beginning \ At the fame 

time 

* Pari. 6 Jac, IV. c. 62. ^ Anderf, vol.iv. part. ii. 61. 

* In her own time, it was urged as ^n aggravation of the 
queen's guilt, that (he gave her confent to marry the huffaan4 
of another woman ; and the charge has been often repeated 
(ince. But, according to Mary^s own ideas, confonant to 
the principles of her religion, the marriage of Bothwell with 
lady Jane Gordon was unlawful and void, and (he confidered 
them as living together 90t in the hallowed bonds pf matri- 

mony. 




or scotlak:^. «i7 

time he prevailed with lady Jane to apply to the 
proteftant court of cortmiffaries for a divorce, on 
account <^ hiB having been guilty of adultery. 
The influence of Bothwdl was of equal weight in 
both courts* In the courfe of four days, with the 
fame indecent and fufpicious precipitancy, the one 
declared the marriage to be illegal aad null, the 
Other pronounced a fentence of divorce *. 

Whii:4B this infamous tranfadion was carrying 
on, the queen refided at Dunbar ; detained as a 
prifoner, but treated with the greateft refpefl:. 
Soon after Bothwell, with a numerous train of his May 3. 
dependants, conduced her to Edinburgh ; but, in- 
Head of lodging her in the palace of Holyrood- 
houfe, he conveyed her to the caftle, of which he 
was governor. The difcontent of the nation ren- 
dered this precaution neceflary. In an houfe un« 
fortified, and of eafy accefs, the queen might have 
been refcued without difficulty out of his hands. 



mony, but in a ftate of criminal intercourfe. Bothwell's 
^drt^iTeSv wluch ftruck her proteftant fubjeds not only as in- 
decent but flagitious, could not appear in the (ame light to 
her} and ^his may be pleaded in extenuation of the crime 
imputed to her of having llftened to them. But it will not 
exempt her from the charge of great imprudence in this un- 
fortunate ftjcp, Mary was wcU acquainted with the ideas of 
her fubje^»y and knew what they would think of her giving 
far for a moment to the courtfhip of a x^an lately married 
under her own eye, in the church of her palaqe. Appendix, 
No. XX, Every confi4cration fhould have retrained her 
from forming this unioq, which to her people mud have ap- 
peared odious and (hocking. Remarks on the Hiftory qf 
Scotland, p. 199, &c. 

* Andcrf. i. 132. Append. No. XX« 
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In a place of ftrength flie was fecured from all the 
attempts of his enemies, 
^^^^' One fmall difficulty ftill remained to be fur- 

mounted. As the queen was kept in a fort of 
captivity by Bothwell, a marriage concluded in 
that condition might be imputed* to force, and be 
held invalid. In order to obviate this, Mary ap- 
. pearfed in the court of feffion, and, in prefence of 
the chancellor and other judges, and feveral of the 
pobility, declared that fhe was now at full liberty ; 
and though Bothwell's violence in feizing her per- 
fpn had at firft excited her indignation, yet his re- 
fpeftful behaviour fince that time had not only ap- 
peafed her refentment, but determined her to raife 
him to higher honours ^ 
ismanied What thefc werc, foon became public. The 
q^ueen. title of duke of Orkney was conferred upon Both- 
well j and on the fifteenth of May his marriage 
with the queen, which had fo long been the ob- 
je£l of his wiflies,.and the motives of his crimes, 
was folemnized. The ceremony was performed 
in public, according to the rites of the proteftant 
church, by Adam Bothwell, bifliop of Orkney, 
one of the few prelates who had embraced the Re- 
formation, and on the fameday was celebrated in 
private, according to the forms prefcribed by the 
popifli religion ^f The boldnefs with which Craig, 
the minifter who was commanded to publifli the 
banns, teftified againft the defign j the fmall num- 
ber of the nobles who were prefent at the mar- 
riagej and the fuUen and difrefpe£kful filence of 
' And. i. 87, » Id, 1^6. ii. ^^6» 

the 
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the people when the queen appeared in public; 
were manifeft fymptoms of the violent and general 
diffatisfaftion of her own fubjefts. The refufal of 
Du Croc, the French ambaflador, to be prefent at 
the nuptial^ ceremony or entertainment, difcovers 
the fentiments of her allies with regard to this part 
of her conduft ; and, although every other a£Uon in 
Mary's life could be juftified by the rules of pru- 
dence, or reconciled to the principles of virtue, 
this fatal marriage would remain an inconteftable 
proof of her rafhnefs, if not of her guilt. 

Mary's firft care was to offer fome apology for 
her conduft, to the courts of France and England, 
The inftruftions to her ambaffadors ftill remain, 
and are drawn by a mafterly hand. But, under all 
the artificial and falfe colouring (he employs, it is 
cafy to difcover, not only that many of the fteps 
file had taken were unjuftifiable, but that fhe her- 
felf was confcious that they could not be juftified \ 

The title of king was the only thing which was 
not beftowed upon Bothwell. Notwithftanding her 
attachment to him, Mary remembered the incon- 
veniencies which had arifen from the rafh advance- 
ment of her former hufband to that honour. She 
agreed, however, that he fliould fign, in token of 
confcjit, all the public writs iffued in her name K 
But, though the queen withheld from him the title 
of king, he poffeffed, neverthqlefs, regal power ia 
its full extent. The queen's perfon was in his 
hands j Ihe was furrounded more clofely than ever 
^y his creatures j none of her fubjefts could obtain 
* And, i. 89, I Good. ii. 60. 
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audience without his permiiGon ; and, unlefs in hia 
own prefence, none but his confidents were per- 
mitted to converfe with her \ The Scottifli mo- 
narchs were accuftomed to live among their fob- 
jefts as fathers or as equals, without diftruft, and 
with little ftate; armed guards ftanding at the 
doors of the royal apartment, difficulty of accefs, 
diftance and retirement, were things unknown and 
unpopular. 

These precautions were neceflary for fecuring 
to Bothwell the power which he had acquired. 
But, without being mafter of the perfon of the 
young prince, he efteemed all that he had gained 
to be precarious and uncertain. The queen had 
committed her fon to the care of the earl of Mar. 
The fidelity and loyalty of that nobleman were too 
well known to exped that he would be willing to 
' put the prince into the hands of the man who was 
fo violently fufpeded of having murde^d his fa- 
ther. Bothwell, however, laboured to get the 
prince into his power, with an anxiety which gave 
rife to the blacked fufpicions. All his addrefs, as 
well as authority, were employed to perfuade, or 
to force Mar into a compliance with his demands \ 
A^d it is no flight proof, both of the firnmefs and 
dexterity of that nobleman, that he preferved a life 
of fo nrnch importance to the nation, from being 
in the power of a man, whom fear or ambition 
might have prompted to violent attempts againft it. 

The eyes of the neighbouring nations were fix- 
ed, at that time, upon the great events which had 

* And, i. 1361. [ Melv. 160^ Buch.361. 
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happened in Scotland during three months; a 
kmg murdered with the utmoft cruelty, in the 
prime of his days, and in his capital city ; the per- ^567. 
fan fufpeded of that odious crime fuffered not 
only to appear publicly in every place, but admit- 
ted into the prefence of the queen, diftinguiOied 
by her fevour, and intrufted with the chief diredion 
of her affairs ; fubjefted to a trial which was car- . 
ried on with moft Ihamelefs partiality, and acquit- 
ted by a fentence which fervid only to confirm 
the fufpicions of his guilt ; divorced from his wife, 
on pretences frivolous or indecent ; and, after all 
this, inftead of meeting with the ignominy d*ue to 
his adions, or the puniihment merited by his 
crimes, permitted openly, and without oppofition, 
to marry a queen, the wife of the prince whom he 
had affaflinated, and the guardian of thofe laws 
which he had been guilty of violating. Such a 
quick fucceffion of incidents, fo fingular and fo 
deteftable, in the fpace of three months, is not to 
be found in any other hiftory. They left, in the 
opinion of foreigners, a mark of infamy on the 
charafter of the nation. The Scots were held in 
abhorrence all over Europe ; they dnrft hardly ap- ' 
pear any where in public; and, after fuflering fo 
many atrocious deeds to pafs with impunity, they 
were univerfally reproached as men void of cou- 
rage, or of humanity, as equally regardlefs of the 
reputation of their queen and the honour of their 
country ". 

* Anderf. vol. i. 128. 134. Mclv. 163. See Appendix, 
No. XXL 
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These reproaches roufed the nobles, who had 
been hitherto amufed by Bothwell's artifices^ or 
TiJ nobles intimidated by his power. The manner in which 
combine hc . cxercifed the authority which he acquired, 
and Both- his repeated attempts to become mafter of the 
^"" prince's perfoh, together with fome rafh threaten- 

ings againft him, which he let fall ", added to the 
violence and promptitude of their refolutions. A 
confiderable body of them affembled at Stirling, 
and entered into an aiTociation for the defence of 
the prince's perfon, Argyll, Athol, Mar, Mor- 
ton, Glencaim, Home, Lindfay, Boyd, Murray 
of TuUibardin, Kirkaldy of Grange, and Maitland 
the Secretary, were the heads of this confederacy % 
Stewart earl of Athol was remarkable for an uni- 
form and bigotted attachment to popery ; but his 
indignation on account of the murder of the Idng, > 
to whom he was nearly allied, and his zeal for the 
fafety of the prince, overcome, on this occafion, 
all confiderations of religion, and united him with 
the moft zealous proteftants. Several of the other 
nobles a£ted, without quefUon, from a laudable 
concern for the fafety of the prince and the honour 
^of their country. But the fpirit which fome of 
them difcovered during the fubfequent revolutions, 
leaves little room to. doubt, that ambition or re- 
fentment were the real motives of their condu£t j 
and that, on many occafions, while they were pur- 
fuing ends juft and neceffary, they were aduatecL 
by principles and paffions altogether unjuftifiable. 

? Melv, i6x, • Keith, 394. 
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The firft accowils of this league filled the queen 
and Bothwell with great conftemation. TTiey were 
no ftrangers to the fentiments of the nX&m with *^'* 
rdpe£t to their conduct ; and though thdr mar* 
riage had not met with public oppiofition, they 
k;new that it had not been carried^ without the 
fecret difguft and murmurings of all ranks of men. ' 
They forefaw the violence with which this indig* 
nation would burft out, after having been fo long 
fupprefled j and, in order to prepare for the ftbrm, 
Mary iflued a prodamadon, requiring her fubjeds May zs. 
to take %rms, and to attend her hufband by a day 
appointed. At the fame time fhe publifhed a ibrt 
of manifefto, in which fhe laboured to vindicate 
her government from thofe imputations with which 
it had been loaded, and employed the ftrongeft 
terms to exprefs her concern for the fafety and 
welfare of the prince her fon. Neither of thefe 
produced any confiderable effeft. Her proclama- 
tion was ill obeyed, and her manifefto met with 
little credit % 

The confederate lords carried on their prepara- The ^ueen 
tions with no lefs aftivity, and with much more weli^tlre 
fuccefs. Among a warlike people, men of fo »<>J^"»^ar. 
much power and popularity found it an eafy mat- 
ter to raife an army. They were ready to march 
before the queen and Bothwell were in a condition 
to refift them, The caftle of Edinburgh was the 
place whither the queen ought naturally to have 
retired, and there her perfon might have been 

? Keith, 387. 395,396. - 
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perlb^Iy 'fafe. But the confederates liad -^lleii 
oai mwaiBrto fhake or cormpt the fiddlty bf fir 
Jiihes 'Balfour^ the deputy governor, and Botfcwell 
dwft not'torhmk to him fiich an important ttuft. 
June 6. He coudttded the queen to the caftfe of Bbrth- 
wkfc^and* ©n the appearance of lord Home!, with 
a body of his followers, before that place, he fled 
with precipitation to Dunbar, and wa[& followed 
by the queen difguifed in men's ^clothes. The 
confederates advanced towards ^'£dulburgh, where 
Huntly endeavoured) in vain, to animate' the in- 
habitants fo defetid the town agaitfft then>: They 
entered without dppofition, and were inftantly 
joined by many of the cki2eri&, whofe sseal became 
the firmeft fuppbrt of their caufe % 

In order to fet their own cbndud m the tnoft 
favourable light, and to roufe the public indigna- 
tion againfl: Bothwell, the nobles publifhed a de- 
claration of the motives tvhich had induced them 
to take arms. AU BothwelPs pad crimes were 
enumerated, all his wicked intentions difplayed 
and aggravated, and every true Scotchman was 
called upon to join them in avenging the one and 
in preventing the other'. 

Meanwhile Bothwell affembled hi* forces at 
Dunbar ; and as he had many dependants in that 
corner, he foon gathered fuch ftrength, that he 
ventured to advance towards the . confederates. 
Their troops were not numerous j the fwddettnefe 
and fecrecy of their enterprife gave their friends at 
a diftance no time to join them; and, as' it does tiot 

* Keitb^ 398. ' Andtrf<< vol. i. 128, 
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appear that they w^re fupported either vritk mottey 
or fed with hopes by the queen of £n|^t}» they 
could not have kept long in a body^ Biit» oa the '^^^' 
other handy Bothweli durft mxt riik a delay V His 
army followed him with relu£tance in tbU quarreU 
and ferved him with no cordial afie£tion; fo tb^t 
his only hope of fuccefs was in furprifing the eno^ 
my^ or in ftriking the blow before his own troops 
had leifure to recoiled themfelves, or to imbibe tkp 
fame unfavourable opinion of bis anions, whkh 
had fpread over the reft of the. nation. Tfa«& 
motives determined the queen to march forW^ri^ 
with an inoopfiderate and fatal fpeed* 

On the firft intelligence of her approach^ the Tbertobi^t 
confederates advanced to meet her. They found t/gainft 
her forces drawn up almofl on tbie iame ground jJiy'is. 
which the Englifh had occiipied before the battle 
tif Pinkie. The numbers on both fides were nearly 
equal ; but there was no equality in p(^nt of difci* 
pline. The queen's army confifted chiefly of n 
multitude, hailily aflembled, without courage Qt . 
experience in war. The troops of the confede* 
rates were compo&d of gentlemen of rank and r^ 
putation; followed by their moft tfu&y depeiicjwtst 
who were no lefs brave than zealous \ 

Le Croc, the French ambaflador, whp was m An accom- 
the field, laboured, by negpdating both with the il^^ti^, 
queen and the nobles^ to put an end to the quarrel 
withput the effufion of blood. He reprefented to 
the confederates the queen's inclinatipxls towards 
peace, and her wiilipgnefs to pardon the ofieoces 

' Keith, 401. ' Cald. vol. ii. 4?, 49. 
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which they had cdirtmitted* Morton replied lyith 
warmth^ ^at they had taken arms not againft the 
queen, but agamft the murderer of her bufband.; 
and if he were given up to juflice, or banifiied 
from her prefence^^fhe fhould find them ready to 
yield the obedience which is due from fubje6is to 
their foveteign* Glencaim added, that they, did 
not come to a(k pardon for any offence, but >to 
punifii thole who had offended. Such haughty 
anfwers convinced the ambaflador, that his m^oi- 
don would be ineffedual, and that their pailions 
were too high to allow them to liften to any pacific 
propofitions, or to think of retreating after having 
proceeded fo far \ , 

The queen's army was pofted to advantage, on 
a rifing ground* The confederates advanced to the 
attac]|: refolutelyi but flowly, and with the caution 
which was natural on that unhappy field. Her 
troops were ala!rmed at their approach, and difcoi* 
•Vered no inclination to fight. Mary endeavoured 
to animate them; fhe wept, fhe threatened, fhe 
^rq)roached them with cowardice, but all in vain. 
•A few of Bothwell's immediate attendants were 
eager for the. encounter ; the red flood wavering 
and irrefolute, and fome began to fleal otK of the 
field. Bothwell att(enq>ted to infpirit them, by 
offering to decide the q.uanel, and to vindicate his 
own innocence, in fingle combat with any of his 
adverfaries. Kirkaldy of Grange,. Murray of 
Tttllibardin, and lord Lindfay, contended for the 
honour of entering the Uils againfl him. But this 

! Keith, 40K 
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fchalkflgc proved to be a mere bravade* Either the 
confcioufnefs of guilt deprived Bothwell of his 
wonted courage, or the queen, by her authority, 
forbad the combat \ 

After the fymptoms of fear difcovered by her 
followers, Mary would have been inexcufable had 
fhe hazarded a battle. To have retreated in the 
face of an enemy who had already furrounded the 
hill on which Ihe ftood^ with part of their cavalry, 
was utterly imprafticable. In this fitu$tion, fh^ 
was under the cruel neceflky of putting herfelf into 
the hands of thofe fubjeds who had taken arms 
againll her* She demanded an interview with 
kirkaidy, a brave and generous man^ who com- 
inanded an advanced body of the enemy. He, 
With the cbnfent and in the name of the leaders of 
the partyj promifed that, on condition fhe would 
difmifs tiothwell from her prefence, and govern ^ 
the kingdom by the advice of her nobles, they 
would'honour and obey her as their fovereign ^. 

JDurino this parley, Bothwell took his laft Bothweu 
i^arewell of the queen, and rode off the field with Sy.^* 
A iFew followers. This difmal reverfe happened 
fexaftiy one month after that marriage which had 
coft him fo many, crimes to accomplifli, and which 
leaves fo fout a ftain on Mary*s memory. 

As foon as Botfiwell retired, Mary furrender- Mary fur- 
fed to Kirkaidy, who conduced her toward the thenobic*. 
confederate army, the leaders of which received 
her with much refped; and Morto^, in their 
pame, made ample profefSons of their future loy- 

» Gald. vol.il. 50. y Good. vol. ii. Jf/S^, .Mclv. 165. 
. ^ C^a, alty 
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alty and obedience *. But (he was treated fey the 
common foldiers with the utmoft infolence and 
indignity. As (he marched along, they poured 
upon hdr all the opprobrious names which are be- 
ftowed only on the loweft and moft infamous cri- 
minals. "Wherever flie turned her eyes, they held 
up before her a ftandard, on which was painted the 
dead body of the late king, ftretched on the ground, 
and the young prince kneeling before it, and utter- 
ing thefe words, '* Judge and revenge my caufe, 
O Lord !** Mary turned with horror from fuqh a 
Ihocking fight. She began already to feel the 
wretched condition to which a captive prince is 
reduced. She uttered the moft bitter complaints, 
fhe melted into tears, and could hardly be kept 
from finking to the ground. The confederates^ 
conduced her towards Edinburgh j and, in fpite of 
many delays, and after looking, with the fondnefs 
and credulity natural to the unfortunate, for fome 
extraordinary relief, (he arrived there. The ftreetjf 
were covered with multitudes, whom zeal or cu- 
riofity had drawn together, to behold fuch an un- 
ufual fcene. The queen, worn out wiih fatigue, 
covered with dult, and bedewed with tears, was 
fexpofed as a fpeftacle to her own fubjeSs, and led 
to the prcvoft's houfe. Notwithftanding all her 
arguments and intreaties, the fame ftandard «was 
carried before her, and the fame infults and re- 
proaches repeated *. A woman, young, beautiful, 
and in diftrefs, is naturally the objeft of compaf- 
fion. The companfon of their prefent mifery with 
• Good. vol. ii. 165. » Melv. 166. Bttch.\364Ji 
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tlieir former fplendour, i^fually foftens us in &vour 
tof illuftrious fulFerers, B«t the people beheld the 
-deplorable fituatlon of their fovereign with infen- '^^^ 
iibility ; and fo ftronjf was their periuafion of her 
guilty and fo ^reat the vioknoe of their indignation, 
that the fufferiilgs of their queen did npt, in any 
. degree, mitigate their refentment, or procure her 
that fympathy which i« feliom denied to unfbrtu* 
nat^ princ£& 
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BOOK V. 

J! o o K rr^HE confederate lords had proceeded to ftich 
>^ ^y^ . X extremities againft their foyereign, that it 
1567. now became almofl impoifible for them either to 
tions oHhe ftop fliort, or to purfue a courfe lefs violent* Many 
cettngT of the nobles had r^fufed to conpur with them in 
queen. their entcrprife J Others openly Condemned it. A 
fmall circumftance might abate that indignation 
with which the multitude ^yere at prefent ani- 
mated againft the queen, and deprive them of 
that popular applaufe which was the chief found- 
ation of their power. Thefe confiderations in- 
clined fome of them to treat tjie queen with great 
lenity. 

But, on the other hand, Mary's. affeSion for 

Bothwell continued as violent as ever j fhe obfti- 

nately refufed to hearken to any propofal for dif- 

folving theiy marriage, and determined not to 

^ r abando* 
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abandon a man, ibr whofe lorefhe had already 
iacrificed fo much *. If they Ihould allow her to 
recover the fupreme power, the firft exertion of it 
would be to recal Bothweli ; and they had reafon, 
both from his refentment, from her condufl, and 
from their own, to expe£t the fevcreft eflfeds of her 
•vengeance. Thefe confiderations furmounted every 
other motive ; and, reckoning themfelves abfolved 
by Mary's incurable attachment to Bothweli, from 
the engagements which they had come under whea 
ihe yielded her&lf a prifoner, they, without regard- 
ing the duty which they owed her as their queen, 
and without confulting the reft of the nobles, car- 
ried her next evening, under a ftrong guard, ^to 
the caftle of Lochleven, and Tigned a warrant to Theyim- 
William Douglas, the. owner of it, to detain her as f,i'j2irj!!. 
a prifoner. This caftle is fituated in a Imall iflind i^^^*"- 
in the middle of a lake* Douglas, to whom it 
belonged, was a near relation of Morton's, and 
had married the. earl of Murray's mother. In this 
place, under Arid: cuftody, with a few attendant^, 
and fubjede^ to thp infults of a haughty woman, 
who boafted daily of being the lawful wife of 
James V« Mary fuSered all the rigour and miferies 
of captivity ^. 

Immediately after the queen's imprifonment • 

the confederates were at the utmoft pain$ to 
ftrengthen their party ; they entered into new 
bonds of aflbciation; they aflfumed the title of 
Lords oftlxeficret Council^ and without any other 

* Keith, 419. 446. 449. Melv. 167. Sec Append. No. XXII. 
f^ Kyth, 403. Note {h). 
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^ooK yig(j|.^ arrogated to thcmfelves the whole rc^ 
Wi^ ^ "-^ authority. One of their firft a£b of power was 
'^^'' to fearch the city of Edinburgh for fuch as had 
be«i concerned in the murder of the king. This 
Blow of zeal gained reputation to themfelves, and 
threw an oblique reflexion on the queen for her 
remiflTnefs, Several iufpeSed perfons were feized,* 
Captain Blackaddpr and three others were con^- 
demned and executed. But no difcovery of imt. 
portance was made. If we believe foine hiftorians, 
they were convifled by fufficient e%*idencet If we 
give credit to others, then- fentence was unjuft, and 
they denied, with their laft breath, any knowledge 
of the crime for which they fufiered ^ 

A^ unexpected accident, however, put intp the 
hands of Mary'« enemies what they deemed the 
fulled evidence of her guilt* fiothwell having left 
in the cattle of Edinburgh a caiket, containing 
feveral fonnets and letters written with the queen's 
own hand ; .he now fent oiie of his confidents to 
bring to hitn this precious depofite* But as bk 
meflenger returned, he was intercepted, and the 
caiket feized by Morton \ The contents of it 
were always produced by the party as the moft 
ample juftification of their own conduct ; and to 
theie they continually appealed as the moft unan- 
fwerable proof of their not hajfing loaded their fa- 
vereign with the imputation of imaginary crimes \ 
Bomeof ihfB guT the Confederates, notwithftanding their ex* 
%our?h/' traordinitry fuccefs^ were iliil far from being per* 



« Cald. vol. n. 53. Crawf. Mem. 35.. 
^ Anclcrf, vol. ii. 92. Good. vol. ii, 90. 
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fcaiy at eafe. That fo fmall a part of the nobley ^9^ ^ 
ibould pretend to difpofe of the perfon of their \m^^'mm^ 
fov;ereign| or to aflume the authority which be# '^^'* 
longed to her, without the concurrence of the reft, 
was deemed by many of that body to be unpre* 
cedented and prefumptuous. Several of thefe 
were now aflembled at Hamilton, in order to de- 
liberate what courfe they (hould hold in this diifi- ' 
cult conjuncture* The confederates made fome 
attempts towards a coalition with them, but with- 
out efFeft^ They'employed the mediation of the 
aiTembly of the church, to draw them to a perfonal 
interview at Edinburgh, but with no better fuccels. 
That party, however, though its numbers were 
formidable, and the power of its leaders great, foon 
lofl reputation by the want of unanimity and vu 
gouf ; all its confultations evaporated in murmurs 
^nd comfdaints, and no fcheme was concerted for 
x^bftrufking the progrefs of the confederates ^« 

THEB.& appeared fome profped of danger from EUMbecii 
another quarter. This great revolution in Scot- ^^hS^ 
land had been carried on without any aid from ^^^ 
Elizabeth, and even without her knowledge^. 
Though (he was far from being difpleafed at feeing 
the affairs of that kingdom embroiled, or a rival, 
whom ihe hs^ed, reduced to diflrefs ; (he neither 
wifhed that it (hould be in the power of the one 
faction entirely to (upprefs the other^ nor could 
fhe view the fteps taken^ by the confederates with- 
out great offence, l^otwithftan'ding the popular 
ffi^xUns by which (he governed her own fubjeds^ 

' Keith,-).07« « Id. 415. 
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hernotions of royal prerogative were very exaltei 
The ccmfederates had, in her opinion, encroached 
"^567. on the authority of their fovereign, which they had 
liio right to control, and had offered violence to her 
perfon which it was their duty to eftecm facred. 
They had fct a dangerous example to other fub- 
jefts, and Mary -s caufe became the common caufe 
of princes \ IT ever Elizabeth was infloenced 
with regard to the affairs of Scotland by the feel- 
mgs of her heart, rather than by confiderations of 
intereft, it was on this occafion. Mary, in her 
prefent condition, degraded from her throne, and 
covered with the infamy attending an acciifation of 
fuch atrocious crimes, could be no loBger the ob-» 
jed of Elizabeth's jealoufy, either as ^ woman or 
as a queen. Sympathy with a fovereign in diftrefs 
feems, for a moment, to have touched a heart not 
very fufceptible of tender fentiments ; imd, while 
June 30. thefe were yet warm, flife difpatched Throkmor- 
ton into Scotland, with power to negociate both 
with tTie queen and with the confederates. In hfe 
inftruftioris there appears a remarkable foHcitude 
for Mary's liberty, and even for her reputation ; 
and the terms upon which (he propofed to re- 
eftablifli concord between the queep and her fub- 
jefts, appear to be fo reafonable and well-digefted, 
ias might have enfured the fafety and happinefs of 
^ both. Zealous as Throkmorton was to accomplifli 
this, all his endeayours and addrefs proved ineffec- 
tual. He found not only the confederate nobles, 
but the nation in general, fo far alienated from the 
queen, and fo much offended with the indecent 

• ^ Keith, 4i2j 415. • 
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preeipitancy df her marriage with the reputed mur* 
iderer of her former hulband, as to be iacapable of 
liftening to aily propofition in her favour. *^^*' 

During: the ftaue of anarchy o^afioned by tht 
tmprifonment of the queen, and the diflfolution of 
the eftabliflied government, which afforded fuch 
ample fcope for polidcal fpeculation, four different 
fchemes had been |>n)pofed for the fettlement of 
the nation. One, that Mary (hould be replaced 
upon the throne, but under various and ftrift limit- 
ations. The fecpnd, that fhe fliould refign the 
crown to her (on, and, retiring out of the kingdom, 
jQiould reiide, during the remainder of her days, 
either in England or in France. The third, that 
Mary ihould be brought to public trial for her 
crimes, and, after convKtion, of which no doubt 
was entertained, ihould be kept in perpetual im- <i 

priibnment. The fourth, that after trial and con- 
demnation, capital puniihment fliould be inflided 
upon her. -TJiroJcmorton, though difpofed, as 
well by his own isiclination as in conformity to the 
fpirit of his ii^ru£i:ions, to view matters in th^ 
light moft favourable to iWary, informecl his court, 
that the milder fchqmes, recommended by Maitr* 
Ismd alone, would undoubtedly be reprobated, and 
cMie of the more rigorous carried into execution. 

In juilificatipn of J|his rigour, the confederates 
maintained that Mary^s afFeftion for Bothwell was^ 
ftili unabated, and openly avowed by her; that 
ihe rcjefted with> difdain every prppofal for dit 
folving their marriage ; and declared, that flie 
ivould forego every comfort, and endure any 
e^slpemity, rather than give her confent to that 

^ meafure. 
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mesifiire« While dbcfe \mrt her feptiments^ they 
comended, that concern for th« pvblictwelfare^ 9s 
well as attention tff their own iafetyt rcndfsred it 
fitcdSfary to put it out of the queenV power to re- 
(lore a daring man, ^aijperated by reomt i^iirifiK» 
€o his former ftation, which mud neodt prove £ual 
CO both. Notwithftanding thfir foii(;itude to cmi* 
ciliate the good-will of Xlmbetb, they^ Ibrefaw 
clearly what would be the effiad:, at this jundure, of 
Throkmorton's inteq)ofition in behalf of the ijueen, 
and that flie^ elatnd wkh the pto[pe& of prote&ion^ 
would refufe to liften to the overtures which they 
were about to make to her<, JPor this reafon they 
peremptorily denied Throkmorton's accefs to their 
prifoner-; and what propofitions he made to iheai 
In her behalf chey either r^fufed or eluded'. 
i6#iem^« of Mbakwhile tliey deliberated with Hie utmoft 
!d/ra^c"no« anxiety concerning the fettknienf of the nafioii, 
and the future difpofal of the (|uden*s petfen. EAbsa^ 
betby obferving that Throkmorton made no pro- 
grefs in his negodations with them, and that they 
would liftax to none of his demands in Mary^i^ ia^ 
your, turned towards that party of the nobles l^ho 
were ailembled at Hamilton, incited them to take 
arms in order to reftore dtetr queen to liberty, and 
promifed to adift th^m in inch an attempt to the 
utmoft of her power ^ But they difcovered no 
greater union and vigour than formerly, and, be* 
having like men who had given Mp all concern 
cither for ihmr quem or their country^ tgnu^y 

*J5:cith, 4f7. 42;- ' Sec Append. No. XXIII. 
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atkiwed ah iiicMfiderable ps(rt of their body» nAe- * ^^ ^ 
dier we confider it with refpeft to numbers or to y^^Jm^ 
power, to fettle the government of die kingdom, '^' 
and to dtfpofe of the queen^ perfen at pleafure* 
Many cotifultadona were held, asd various. opi« 
nions arofe with regard to each of thefe. Some 
feemed defiious of adhering to the plan on which 
cbe confederacy was at firft formed; and after 
punifliii^ the murderers of the kmg, and diffi^lving 
the marriage witli Bothwell; after providiiig for 
the iafery ci the young prince, and the facurity of 
the proteflaot religion ; they propofed to re-efta- 
hliih thq queen in the poflU&oa of her legal autho- 
rity. The fuccefs with which their arms had been 
accompanied, infpir^ others with bolder and more 
defpcMCc thoughts, and- iMihing lefs would &tisfy 
tbism tha^ the trials tfaye cahdemnation, and puaifh* 
vi^nt of the queen herfelf, as the principal con^ 
fixator .againft.tbs. Hfe c^ her hufband and the; 
^fety of her ipn \ : the former was Maitland'g 
fyftem, and breathed top much of a pacific aadl 
9)oderaie fpicit, to be agreeable to the temper or 
wiflies of .the party. Tiie latter was recommended 
by the clergy, and warmly. adopted by many laics j 
but the nobles durft not or would not venture on 
foch an unprecede;(ii^ and audacious dee4 ^ 

' Keith, 4SQ, 421^4^2. 58s. 

"^ The inlQ&tioii of putting the queen to death feems to 
have been carried on by fome of her fubjcfts : at this time 
we often 'find Elizabeth boafting that Mary owed her UU to 
her tnterpo&tioD. Digge&'t CompU Amb^ 141 lee See Ap- 
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Both parties agreed at laft iipoa a fcheide, .fia«» 
ther fo moderate as the one, nor fo daring as the 
ThJl^ oblige other. Mary, was to be perfuaded or forced to 
th€ queen refign the crown; the young prince Was tOibe 
the govern- proclaimed king, and the * earl of Murray vras 
to be appointed to govern the kingdom^ during 
his minority 9 with the naime and. authority of re-^- 
gent. With regard to the qu^a's own perfon^ 
nothing was determined. It feems to have been 
the intention of the confederates to keep her in 
perpetual imprifonment ; but, in order to i&timi-* 
date herfelf, and to overawe her. partifans, they 
ftill referved to thenfelves the power of proceed^ 
ing to more violent extremes*/ 
^ It was obvious- to forefee difficulties in the exe* 
cution of this plau. M^iy was young, ambitious^ 
bigh-fpirited, and accuftomed to command. To 
iiiduce her to aicknowledge her own incapacity for 
governing, to reiibunce the dignity and pbwei' 
which (he was bom to enjoy, to become depind^ 
ftnt on her own fiibjefts, to cohfent to her owit 
bondage, and to inveft thofc perlbns whom (he 
confldered as the authors of all her calamities 
with that honour and authority of which flifc her-i 
felf -was ftripped, were points 'b«rd to be gainedi 
Thefe, however, the Confederates attempted^ 
and they did not want means to infure fuccefs* 
Mary had endured, for feveral weeks, all the barciU 
(hips and terror of a prifon } no pfofpeftxjf tiberty 
appeared ; none of her fubjeds had either taken 
arms, orfo much as foliciced her relief'') no p^-« 

^ Keith, 425, 

fon> 



1567* 



fon, in whom (he could confide, was admitted intd 
her prefence ; even the ambaffadors of the French 
king, and qne^n of England, were refufed ac- 
cefe to her. In this folilary ftatey without a (K)un*. 
fellor or a friend, under the preffure of Jiftrefa 
and the apprehenfion of danger, it was natural 
for a woman to hearken almoft to any overtures* 
The confederates took advantage of her condition 
and of her fears. They employed loi'd Lindfay, the 
fierceft zealot in the party, to communicate their 
fcheme to the queen, apd to obtain her fubfcrip- 
tion to thofe papers which were necelTary for ren- 
dering it efFeSuah He executed his commiffion 
with harfbnefs and brutality. Certain death was 
before Mary*s eyes if Ihe refufed tor comply with 
his. deijiands. At the :fame time fhe was inform-, 
ed by fir Robert Melvil, in the name of Athol,- 
Maitland,- and Kirkaldy, the- perfons among the 
confederates who were moft attentive to her in- 
tereft, that a refignation extorted by fear, and 
gra^ited during her imprifonment, wa« void in 
law, and might be revoked as foon as (he reco- 
vered liberty. Throkmorton, by a note which he 
found means of conveying to her, fuggefted the 
fame thing % Deference -to their opinion, as 
well as concern for hei* own fafety, obliged her 
to yield to every thing which was required, and 
to fign all the "papers which Lindfay prefented to 
her. * By- one of thefcy. (he refigned the crown, 
renounced all' iil(4t« in the government of. the 
kingdom, and confented to the coronation of the 

* Keith; 425. Note (if). Melv. 169. 
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young king. By another^ (he appointed tlic eirl 
of Murray regent, and conferred upon him all 
JuIv^IL the powers and privileges of» that high office* 
By a third, Ihe fubftituted fome other nobleman 
in Murray's place, if he fhould refuie the ho* 
liour which wa$ defigned for him. Mary, when 
ihe fubfcribed ibefe deeds, was bathed in tears ; 
and while (he gave away, as it were with her 
own hands, the fceptre which ihe had fwayed fo 
long, (lie felt a pang of grief and indignation, 
one of the fevereft, perhaps, which can touch the 
human heart ^ ' 
'""""eT^* The confederates endeavoured to give this re- 
■nd Murray fignation all the weight and validity in their power, 
§€01!" '*" by proceeding without delay to cro\vn the youJlg 
prince. The ceremony was performed at Stirling, 
on the twenty-ninth of July, with much folemni* 
ty, in prefence of all the nobles of the party, 
a confiderable number of leflfer barons, and a great 
affembly of the people. From that time, all pub-^ 
lie writs were iflTued, and the government carried 
on, in the name of James VI ^ 

No revolution fo great was ever eflfeded with 
more eafe, or by means fo unequal to the end* In 
a warlike age, and in lefs time than two months, 
a part of the nobles, who neither po(reff^ the 
chief power, nor the greateft wealth in the na- 
tion, and who never brought three thoufand n^en 
into the field, feized, imprifoned^ and dethro.iied 
their queen, and, without ihed4i^ ^ fipgl^ dr$9» of 

» Keith, 430. CrawE, Mem. 38^ 5 Keith, 437* 
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blood, let hei^ fon, an infant of a year ol4| on ^ook 
the throne. y^^^J^m^ 

During this rapid progrefs of the confederates, Reafonhlga i 
the eyes of all the nation were turned on them ^^^ 
with aftonifhment ; and various and contradidory 
opinions were formed concerning the extraordinary ' 
fteps which they had taken. 

Even under the ariftocratical form of govern- 
ment which prevails in Scotland, laid the h* 
vourers of the queen, and notwithftandiiig the 
exorbitant privileges of the nobles, the prince 
poffeffes confiderable power, -and his perfon i^ 
treated with great veneration. No encroachments 
fhould be made on the . former^ and no inju- 
ry offered to the latter, but in cafes where the 
liberty and happinefs of the natfon cannot be 
feqUred by any other means. Such cafes feldom 
ekiO:^ and it belongs not to any part, but to the 
whole, or at lead to a majority of the fodety, to 
judge of their exiftence. By what aSion could 
it be pretended that Mary had invaded the rights 
or property of her fubjefks, or what fcheme had 
file formed againil the liberty and coAftitution of 
the kingdom? Were fears, and fufpicions, and 
furmifes, enough to juftify the imprifoning and 
the depofing a queen, to whom the crown de- 
fcended from fp long a race of monarchs ? The 
principal author of whatever was reckoned .cul- 
pable in her conduft, was now driven from her' 
f refence. The murderers of the king might have 
been brought to condign punilhmenty the Jfafe^ 
Vol. 11. R of 
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of the prince have been fecured, and the proteft* 
ant religion have been eftablifhed, without- wrefl- 
^567. ing ii^Q fceptre out of her hands, or condemning 
her to perpetual imprifonment. Whatever right a 
free parliament might have bad to proceed to fuch 
a rigorous conclufion, or whatever name its deter- 
minations might have merited, a fentence of this 
nature, paffed by a fmall party of the nobility, with- 
out acknowledging or confulting the reft of the 
nation, muft be deemed a rebellion againft the go- 
vernment, and a confpiracy againft the perfon of 
their fovereign. 

The partifans of the confederates realbned very 
differently. It is evident, faid they, that Mary 
either previoufly gave confent to the king's mur- 
dfer, or did afterwards approve of that horrid 
aftion. Her attachment to Bothwell, the power and 
honours which fhe has conferred upon him, the 
manner in which fhe fuffered his trial to be carried 
on, and the indecent fpeed with which flie married 
a man ftained with fo many crimes, raife ftrong 
fufpicions of the former, and put the latter beyond 
ftU doubt. To have fuffered the fupreme power 
to continue in the hands, of an ambitious man, ca- 
pable of the moft atrocious and defperate aftions, 
would have been difgraceful to the nation, difho- 
nourable to the queen, and dzngeipus to the prince. 
Recourfe was therefore had to arms. The queen 
had been compelled to abandojci a huft)and fo un- 
\vorthy of herfelf. But her affeftion toward him 
ftill continuing unabated j her indignation againft 

• the 



OF SCOTLANB. 

the authdrs of this feparation being vifible, khd 
often cxpreffed in the ftrongeft terms j they, by 
reftoring her to her ancient authority, would hav6 
armed her with pbwer to deftroy themfelves^ have 
enabled her to recal Bothwell, and have afford^ 
her an opportunity of purfuing fchemes fatal to the 
nation with greater eagemefs, and with more fijc^ 
cefs. Nothing therefore remained^ but by one 
bold adtion to deliver. themfelves and their ooun^^ 
try from all future fears* The expedient they had 
chofen was no lefs refpeftful to the royal bloody 
than netfeffary for the public fafety^ While one 
prince Was fet afide as incapable of governing, the 
crown was placed on his head who was the un<^ 
doubted reprefentativ^ of their ancient kings. 

Whatbveil opinion* pofterity may form on' 
comparing the arguments of the two contending 
parties, whatever fentiments we may entertain 
concerning the juftice or neceflity of that courii 
which the confederates held, it cannot be denied 
that their conduft, fo far as regarded themfelves^ 
was extremely prudent^ Other expedients^ lefa 
rigorous towards Mary, might have been found ' 
for fettling the nation ; but, after the injuries which 
they had already offered the cjueen, there was none 
fo effeftual for fecuring their own fafety, or perpe» 
tuating their own power. 

To a great part of the nation, the conduft of 
the confederates appeared not only wife, but juIL 
The king's acceffion to the throne was every 
where proclaimed, and his authority fubmitted to 
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BOOK trfthout oppofition. Though feveral of the nobles 
^.^^^ were ftill affembled at Hamilton, and fecmed to^ 
*^^^* be entering-into fome combination againft his go- 
vernment, an affociation for fupporting it was 
formed, and figned by fo many perfons of power 
and mfluehce throughout the nation, as entirely 
difcouraged the attempt ^ . 
Wurrayaf- Xhe retijfn of the earl of ftjurray, about this 
timc4 added ftrength to the party, afnd gave it a 
regular and finifbed form. Soon after the mur- 
der of the king, this nobleman had retired into 
Trance, upon what pretence hiftorians do not 
mfcntipn. During his refidence there, he had 
held aclofe correfpondence with the chiefs of the 
confederacy, and, at their defiYe, he now re- 
turned. He feemed, at firft, unwilling to accept 
the office of regent. This hefitation cannot be 
afcribed to the fcruples either of diffidence or of 
duty. Murray wanted neither the abilities nor 
ihe ambition which might incite ' him to afpire to 
this high dignity. He had received the firfl ac- 
counts of his promotion with the utmofl fatisfac- 
tion ; but, by appearing to continue for fome days 
in fufpenfe, he gained time to view with attention 
the ground oh which he was to ad j to balance 
the flrength and refources of the two contending 
faftions, and to examine whether the foundation 
on which his future fame and fuccefs muft refl, 
t?ere found and firm. 

Before he declared his final refolution, he 
waited on Mary at Lochlevin. This vifit, to a 

I Andcrf, yoL ii^ 23 1 . 
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fitter, and ;| queen, jn a prifon, from whidi l^i^. ^-^^^ 
had neither any intention to relieve her, nor i^ ^'^ J -^^m^ 
mitigate the rigour of hpr poRfipemepi;, n^y ^ '^^'' 
mentioned among the circuipftaQpes wl^ich diicp* 
ver the great want pf delicacy and rpfif^em^Qt ig 
that age, Murray, who wa^ naturally rpugh an4 
uncourtly in his manner*, e3fpofluIate4 fo warmly 
with the queen concernmg her pad condu^f^, ^nd 
charged her f^lts fo home uppf> her, that }/L^9 
who bad flatturied herfjclf with mprie gentjg and 
brotherly treatment from him, melted into teate, 
and abandoned herfelf entirely to d^fpair '. This 
interview, from which Murray could re^p no pq- 
liacal advantage, and whereii^ he d^fcovj^red a Spi- 
rit fo fevere and unrelenting, may be reckoned 
among the moll bitter circumftances in Mary's 
life, and is certainly one of the moft unjuftifiabie 
fteps in his condud. 

Soon after his return from Lochlevin, Murray "^"K"^ **• 
accepted the office of regent, and began. to ad in 
that charader without oppofition. 

Amidst fo many great and uncxpeiSed events, f^^eof 
the fate of Bothwell, the chief caufe of them all, 
hath been alntoft forgotten. Mttr his flighjt from 
the confederates, he lurked lor ibme time among 
his vaiiaU in the neighbourhood of Dunbar. But 
finding it impoffihie for him to make head, in that 
country, againft his enemies, or even to fecure 
Wmfelf from their purfuit, he fled for fhelter to his 
kinfQian th^ bifhop of Murray; and when he, 
overawed by the confederates, was obliged to 

f Keith, 96. ■ ' Ibid. 44J, 446. 
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*^^^ abandon liim, he retired to the Orkney Ifles, 
>*^w--^ Hunted from place to place, deferted by hi^ 
^^ ^* friends, and accompanied by a few retainers, as 
defperate as himfelf, he fuffered at once the mife- 
ries of infamy and of want. His indigence forced 
him Upon a courfe which added to his Infamy. 
He armed a few fmall fhips, which had accompa- 
liied him from Dunbar, and attacking every veffel 
which fell in his way, endeavoured to procure fub-" 
fiftence for himfelf and his followers by piracy. 
Kirkaldy and Murray of Tullibardin were fent out 
againft him by the confederates ; and, furprifing 
him' while he rode at anchor, fcattered his fn^all 
fleet, took a part of it, and obliged him to fly 
with a Angle fliip towards Norway. On -that 
coaft he |ell in with a veffel richly laden, and 
immediate]^ attacked itj the Norwegians failed 
with armed boats to its aififtance, and, after a diA 
perate fight, Bothwell and all his crew were taken 
prifoners. His name and quality were both un- 
known, and he was treated at firft with all the in- 
dignity and rigour which the odious crime of 
piracy merited. His real charafter was foon dit 
covered, and though it faved him' from the in- 
famous death to which his aflbciates were con- 
demned, it could neither procure him liberty, nor 
mitigate the hardfliips of his imprifonment. He 
langiiiflied ten years in this unhappy cqndition; 
inelancholy and defpair deprived him of reafon, 
and at lafl: he ended his days, unpitied by his 
pountrymen, and unaflifl:ed by flirangers''. Few 
- ' »Melv. i68. 
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men ever accoinpHflied their ambitious projeds by 
worfe means, or reaped from them lefs fatisfa6lion,i 
The early part of his life was reftlefs and enter, 
prifmg, full of danger and of viciilitudes. His en* 
joyment of the grandeur, to which he attained by 
fo many crimes, was extremely fliort ; imbittered 
by much anxiety, and difquieted by many fears. 
In his latter years, he fuflfered the moft intolerable 
calamities to which the wretched are fubjed, and 
from which perfons who have moved, in fo high a 
fphere are commonly exempted. 

The good effeds of Murray's acceffion to the Siiccefs<rf 
regency were quickly felt. The party form- LdmTn^ftM- 
ing for the queen was weak, irrefolute, and dif- *^°"' 
united ; and, no fooner was the government of 
the kingdom in the hands of a man fg^ remark- 
?Lble both for his abilities and popularity, than 
the nobles, of whom it was compofed, loft all 
.hopes of gaining ground, and began to ureat fe- 
parately with the regent. So niany of them were 
brought to acknowledge the king*« authority, 
that fcarce any appearance of oppofition to the 
^ftabliftied government was left in the kingdom. 
Had they adhered to the queen with any firmnefs, 
it is probable, from Elizabeth's difpofrtion at that 
time, that flie would have afforded them fuch af- 
fiftance as might have enabled them to face their 
enemies in the field. But there appeared fo little 
vigour or harmony in their councils, that flie was 
difcouraged from ^fpoufing their caufe; and the 
regent, taking advantage of their fituation, ob- 
liged them to fubmit to his government, without 
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granting any terms, either to themfelves or to th« 
queen*. 

The regent was no kfs fuccefsful in his atr 
tempt to get into his hands the places of ftrcngth 
in the kingdom.. Balfour, the deputy governor, 
furr^ndered. the caftle of Edinburgh ; and as the 
^ reward of his treachery, in deferting Bothwell 

his patron, obtained terms of great advantage to 
himfelt The governor of Dunbar, who difco* 
vered greater fidelity, Ayas foon forced to capi- 
tulate-: fome other fmall forts furrendered without 
refiftance. 
A pallia- This face of tranquillity in the nation encou- 
pecem, 15. raged the regent to call a meeting of parliament, 
Nothing was ' wanting to confirm the king's aut 
thority, and the proceedings of the confederates^ 
except the approbation of this fupreme court ; 
and, after the fviccefs which had attended 'all their 
meafures, there could be little doubt of obtaijir 
ing it. The numbers that reforted to an affem- 
bly which was called to deliberate on matters of 
fo much importance, were great. The meeting 
was opened with the utmoft fol^mnity, and all it^ 
acts paffed with much unanimity. Many, how- 
ever, of the lords who had difcovered the warmeft 
attachment to the queen, were prefent. Put they 
had made their peace with the regept. Argyll, 
Huntly, and Herries acknowledged, openly in 
parliament, that their behaviour towards the king 
had been undutilal and criminal. Their com- 
* Keith, 447, 450. 463. 
r Andprf. vol. iv^ 153. See Appendix, No. XXIV. 
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pliance, in this manner, with the meafures of the * ^^ * 
regent's party, was either the condition qn which w^v*"*^"* 
they were admitted into favour, or intended 9$ 9 '^^^* 
proof of the fincerity of their reconcilement 

The parliament granted every thing the con- congrmt 
federates could demand, either for the fafety of JJ^<if 
their own perfons, or the feeurity of that form dTrawu^ 
of government which they had eftabliflied in the 
kingdom, Mary's refignation of the crown was 
accepted, and declared to be valid. The king's 
authority, and Murray's eledion, were recognifed 
and confirmed. The imprifoning the queen, and 
Jill th^ other proceedings of the confederates, were 
pronounced lawful. The letters which Mary had 
written to Bothwell were produced, and fhe was 
declared to be acceflbry to the murder of the 
king\ At the fame time, all the acls of par- 
liament of the year one thoufand five hundred and 
fixty, in fi\vour of the proteflant religion, were 
publicly ratified; new ftatutes to the fame pur* * 
pofc were enaded; and nothing that could con- 
tribute to root out the remains, of popery, or 
to encourage the growth of the reformation, was 
ncgleded. 

It is obfervable, however, that the fame par^ 
fimonjous fpirit prevailed in this parliament, as 
in thj^t of the year one thoufand five hundred • , 
and flxty. The proteflant clergy, notwithftand* 
ing many difcour3^gements, and their extreme po- 
verty, had, for feven years, performed all reli- 
gious offices in the kingdom. The expedients 
* Good. vql. ii. 66. Anderf. vol. ii. 206. 
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BOOK Men upon for their fubfiftence had hitherto 

yii^,^ proved ineffedual, or were intended to be fo, 

J567- 5ut^ notwkhftanding their known indigence, and 

the warm remonftrances of the aflembly of the 

cfcnrch, which met this year, the parliament difi 

notl^jng more for their relief than prefcribe feme 

pew regulations concerning the payment of the 

thirds of benefices, which did not produce any 

ppnfiderable change in the fituation of the clergy. 

J568. A FEW days ?ifter the diflblution of parliament, 

January 3. ^.^^^ ^^ BothwelFs dependants were convicted of 
Jjeing guilty of the, king's murder, and fufferr 
ed death as traitors. Their confeffions brought 
to light many circumftances relative to the man- 
;iier of committing that barbarous crime; but 
they ^ere perfons of Jow rank, and feem not to* 
have been admitted into th^ fecret^ of the con? 
fpiracy *. 

Notwithstanding the uniyerfal fubmiffion to 
the regent's authority, there ftill abound.ed in the 
Jdngdom niany fecret niurmurs and cabals. The 
partifans of the houfe of Hamilton reckoned 
^jirray's promotion an injury to the duke of 
Chatelherault, who, as firft prince of the blood, 
had, in their opinion, an undoubted right to be 
yegent. The length and rigour of Mary-s fufr 
ferings began to move uiany to commiferate her 
cafe. AH who leaned to the ^ncient opinions in 
religion dreaded the efFeiSls of Murray's zeal, 
^nd he, though his abilities were great, did not 
ppffefs the talents requifite for foothing the rage 

• ^ndcrf, vol, ^i. 16^, 
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0t removing the jealoufies of the different faSions, 
By inlinuation, or addrefs, he might have gained 
or foftened many who had oppofed hhn ; but he 
was a ftranger to thefe gentle arts. His virtue$ 
were fevere; and, his deportment' towards his 
equals, efpecially after his elevation to the re^^ 
gency, diftant and haughty. This behaviour of* 
fended fome of the nobles, and alarmed others. 
The queen's faftion, which had been fo eafily dif- 
perfed, began again to gather and to unite, and 
was fecretly favoured by fome who had hitherto 
zealoudy concurred with the confederates ^. 

Such was the favourable difpofition of the na- ^^^^ 
tion towards the queen, when fhe recovered her imTu^ 
liberty, in a manner no lefs furprifing to her 
^ friends, than unexpefted by her enemies. Seve- 
ral attempts had been made to procure her an 
opportunity of efcaping, which fome unforefeen 
accident, or the vigilance of her keepers, had 
hitherto difappointed. At laft, Mary employed 
all her art to gain George Douglas her keeper's 
brother, a youth of eighteen. As her manners 
were naturally affable and infinuating, (be treat? 
ed him* with the moft flattering diftindtion; (he 
even allowed him to entertain the moft ambitious 
hopes, by letting fall fome expreflionis^ as if fhe 
would chufe him for her hufband ^ At his age, 
and in fuch circumftances, it was impoffible to 
refift fuch a temptation. He yielded, and drew 
others into the plot. On Sunday the fecond of 
^K^y, while his brother (at .at fupper, and the rcl|: 
I Atelv. J7(^. • ' JS^eith, 469. 481. Note. 
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of the family were retired to their devotions, pn? 
of his accomplices found mean^ to (teal the l^eys 
put of his brother's chamber, and opening the 
gates to the queen and one of her maids, locked 
them behind her, and then threw the keys into 
the lake. Mary ran with precipitation to the 
boat which was prepared for her, and on reaching 
the fhore, was received with the utraoft joy, by 
DoHglas, lord Seaton, and Sir James Hamiltpp, 
who, with a few attendant*?, waited for her. She 
inftantly mounted on horfeback, and rode full 
fpeed towards Niddrie, lord Beaton's feat in Weft- 
JLothian. She arrived there that night, without 
being purfiied or interrupted. After halting three 
hours, (he fet out for Hamilton ; and traveling at 
the fame pac^^ |he reached it next morning. 

n^ZZ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Mary's efcape, her friends, 
and rajfes' whojH, in thcit prefcnt difpofition, a much fmallcr 
a nu^meioM ^^^^^^^ would havc roufcd, ran to arms/ In ^ 
few days, her court was filled with 9 great and 
fpendid train of nobles, accompanied by fuch 
numbers of followers, as formed an ar^iy abovQ 
fix thoufand ftrong. In their prefence . ihe de- 
clared that the rcfignation of the crown, and th^ 
other deeds which fbe had figned during her ioi*- 
prifonment, were extorted from her by fear. Sir 
Robert Melvil confirmed her declaraiUon; and 
09 that, as well as on other accounts, a cojuii- 
cil of the nobles and chief men of her party 
pronounced all thefe tranfadions void and iX^* 
May 8. gal. At the fame time, an aflbciation was fornie^ 
for the defence of her perfon and ^tuthority, and 
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fubfcribcd by nine carls, nine bifliops, eigh- *ooft 
teen lords, and many gentlemen of diftinc- 
tion'*« Among them we find feveral who had 
been prefent in the laft parliament, and who had 
figndd the counter-affociation in defence of the 
king's government ; but fuch fudden changes 
were then fo common, as to be no matter of 
reproach. 

At the time when the queen made her efcape, Conftcma- 
the regent was at Glafgow, holding a court of r^e,u'/ad* 
juftice. An event fo contrary to their expefta- ***"=""•' 
tions, and fo fatal to their fchemes, gave a great 
(hock to his adherents. Many of them appeared 
wavering and irrefolute; others began to carry * 
on private negotiations with the queen ; and 
fome openly revolted to her fide. In fo difBcult 
a jfinfture, where his own fame, and the being 
of the party, depended on his choice, the re- 
gent's moft faithful affociates were divided in opi-. 
nion. Some advifed him to retire, without loft 
of time, to Stirling. The queen's army was al- 
ready ftrong, and only eight miles diftant ; the ad<- 
jacent country was full of the friends and de- 
pendants of the houfe of Hamilton, and other 
lords of the queen's faftion; Glafgow was a 
large and 'unfortified town j his own train con- 
fifted of no greater number than was ufual in 
times of peace j all thefe reafons pleaded for a 
rfetreat. But, on the other hand, arguments were 
urged of no inconfidcrable weight. The citizens 
of Glafgow were well aflfefted to the caufej the 

; Keith, 475. 
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BOOK valials of Olencairn, Lennox, and Semple, laf 
s^^^^t near at hand, and were both numerous and full 
'^^^" of zeal; fuccours might arrive from other parts 
*•: of the kingdom in a few . days j in w^r, fuc* 
cefs^ depends upon reputation, as much as upon 
numbers 5 reputation is gained or loft by the firft 
ftep one takes ; on all thefe confiderationS) a 
retreat would be attended with all the ignominy of 
a flight, and would at once difpirit his friends, 
tiTis prudent and infpire his enemies with boldnefs. In fueh 
condua. dangerous exigencies as this, the fuperiority of 
Murray's genius appeared, and enabled him both 
to chufe with wifdom and to aft with vigour. 
He declared againft retreating, and fixed his head- 
quarters at Glafgow% And while he ainufed the 
queen for fome days, by pretending to hearken 
to fome overtures which fhe made for accom* 
modating their differences, he was employed^ 
^ with the utmoft induftry, in drawing together his 

adherents from different parts of the kingdBm. 
He was foon in a condition to take the field; 
and, though far inferior to the enemy in number, 
he confided fo mqch in the valour of his troops 
and the experience of his officers, that he brt)ke 
off the negotiation, and determined to hazard a 
battle ^ 
May 13. At the fame time, the queen's generals had 

commanded her army to move. Their intention 
was, to conduft her to Dunbarton-caftle, a place 
of great ftrength, which the regent had not been 
able to wreft out of the hands of lord Fleming 

^ Buchan. 369. 

the 
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the governor; but if the enemy fhould erideavour 
to interrupt their march, they refolved not to 
decline an engagement. In Mary's lituation, no '^^^' 
refolution could be more imprudent, A part "* 
only of her forces was affembled. Huntly, Ogil- 
vie, and the northern clans were foon expeded ; 
her fufferings had removed or diminiihed the pre- 
judices of many among her fubjeflfs ; the addrefs 
with which fhe furmounted the dangers that ob- 
flruded her efcape, dazzled and interefted the 
people ; the fudden conjfluence of fo many nobles 
added laftre to her caufe ; ihe might aiTuredly de- 
pend on the friendfliip and countenance of France ; 
flie had reafoh to expeft the proteftion of Eng- 
land ; her enemies could not poflibly look for fup- 
port from that quarter. She had much to hope 
from purfuing flow and cautious meafuresj they 
had every thing to fear. 

But Mary, whofe hopes were naturally fanr 
guine, and her paflions impetuous, was fo elevated 
by her fudden tranfition from the depth of diftrefs, 
to fuch an unufual appearance of profperity, that 
fhe never doubted of fuccefs. Her army, which 
was almoft double to the enemy in number, con- 
fided chiefly oi the Hamiltons and their de- 
pendants. Of jthefe the archbifliop of St. An- 
drew's had the chief diredion, and hoped, by a 
victory, not only to crufli Murray, the ancient 
enemy of his houfe, but to get the perfon pf the 
queen into his hands, and to oblige her either to 
marry one of the duke's fons, or at leaft to com- 
mit the chief direclbn of her affairs to himfelf. 

His 
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His ambition proved fatal to the queen^ to iiim&lf^ 
and to his family ^* 
Batlif of Mary's imprudence, in refolving to fight, was 

Langfide. jj^^ greater than the ill-condua of her generals in 
the battle. Between the two armies, and on the 
Toad towards Dunbarton, there was an eminence 
called Langfidc HilK This the regent had the 
precaution to feize, and pofted his troops in a 
fmalt village, and among fome> gardens and in« 
clofures adjacent* In this advantageous fituation 
he waited the approach of the enemy, Avhofe fu- 
periority in cavalry could be of no benefit to 
them on fuch broken ground. The Hamiltons, 
who compofed the vanguard, ran fo eagerly to 
the attack, that they put themfelves out of ln*eath, 
and left the main battle far behind. The en- 
counter of the fpearmen was fierce and defperate ; 
but as the forces of the Hamiltons were expofed, 
en the one flank, to a continued fire from a body 
of mufqueteers, attacked on the other by the re- 
gent's mod choice troops, and not fupported by 
Thequecn's the rcft of the quccu's army, they were foon 
fcattd. obliged to give ground, and the rout immedi- 
ately became univerfal. Few vidories, in a chril 
war, and among a fierce people, have been pur- 
fucd with lefs violence, or attended with lefs 
bloodflied. Three .hundred fell in the field : In 
the flight almoil none were killed. The regent 
and his principal officers rode about, befeechiag 
the foldiers to fpare their countrymen. The nmn- 
bef of prii^ners was gf'eat, and among them man|r 

' Anderf. vol.iv. 32. Mdv. i8tj 

peffixwr 
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perhns of diftinftioii. The I'egent marcbied back 
to Glafgowy and returned public thanks to God 
for this great, and, on his fide, almod bloodlefs 
Vidory K 

During the engagemoit, Mary flood on a hill uerfiight< 
al no great diftance, and beheld all that pafled in 
the field, with fuch emotions of mind as are not 
eafily defcribed* When fhe faw the army, which 
was her laft hope, thrown into irretrievable con- 
fufion, her fpirit, which all her pafl misfortunes 
had not been able entirely to fubdue, funk altoge* 
then In the utmofl conftemation, fhe began her 
flight, and, fo lively were her impref&ons of fear^ 
that fhe never clofed her eyes till fhe reached the 
dblbey of Dundrenan in Galloway, full fixty Scot^ 
tifh miles from the place of battle \ 

TnME revolutions in Mary's fortune had been 
no lefs rapid than fingulan In the fhort fpace of 
eleven days, fhe had been a prifoner at the mercy 
of her moft inveterate enemies ; fhe had feen a 
powerful army under her command, and a nu- 
merous train of nobles at her devotion : And now 
fhe was obliged to fly, in the utmoft danger of 
her life, and to lurk, with a few attendants, in a 
comer of her kingdom. Not thinking herfelf 
fafe even in that retreat, her fears impelled her 
to an adion, the moft unadvifed, as well as the ' 
rnofl unfortunate in her whole life. This was her 
retiring into England ; a flep which, on many 
accounts, ought to have appeared to her rafh and 
dangerous*'* 

« Keith, 477, Md. 481. 

. Vol. 1L S Before 



«58 THE HISTORY 

BOOK Before Mary's arrival in Scotland, mutual 

^^--^-^ diftruft and jealoufies had arifen between her and 

ReMvJson Eh'zabcth. All their fubfequent tranfaclions had 

letiriiig into contributed to exafperate and inflame thefe paf- 

England. r^i i i i i i r • 

fions. She had endeavoured, by fecret negocia- 
tions and intrigues, to difturb the tranquillity of 
Elizabeth's government, and to advance her own 
pretenfions to the Englifh crown. Elizabeth, wiio 
poflTeffed great power, and aSed with kfs referve, 
had openly fupported Mary's rebellious fubjefts, 
and fomented all the diflfenfions and troubles in 
. which her reign had been involved. The maxims 
of policy ftill authorifed that queen to purfue the 
fame courfe ; as, by keeping Scotland in confiifion, 
flie effeftually fecured the peace of her own king- 
dom. The regent, after his viftory, had marched 
to Edinburgh, and, not knowing what courfe the 
queen had taken, it was feveral days before he 
thought of purfuing her *. She might have been 
concealed in thai: retired comer, among . fubje£ts 
devoted to her intereft, until her party, which was 
difperfed rather than broken by the late defeat, 
fhould gather fuch flrength that flie could again 
appear with fafety at their head. There was not 
any danger which (he ought not to have run, ra- 
ther than throw herfelf into the hands of an enemy, 
from whom (he had already fuffefed fo many inju- 
ries, and who was 'prompted, both by inclination 
and by intereft, to renew them. 

But, on the other hand, during Mary's con- 
finement, Elizabeth had declared a^ainft the pro- 
* Crawf, Mem. 59. 

3 ceedingft 
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ce^diflgs of her fubjeas, arid folicited for Ret 
liberty, with a warmth which had all the appesir- 
ance of fincerity. She had invited her to take re- 
fug6 in England, slnd had pfomifed to meet her in 
pcffon, aiid to give hef fuch a rece[5tion as was due 
to a queen, a kinfwomatt j and an ally *. '\^hatever 
apprehenfibn Elizabeth might entertain of Mary's 
defigns while fhe had power in her hands, (ht 
was, at prefentj the objeft, riot of fear^ but of ' ^ 
pity ; and to take advantage of her lituation, would 
be both ungenerous and inhumail. The horrors 
of a prifon were frcfli iti Mary's memory ; and if 
fhe ihould fall a fecond time into the hands of her 
fubjefts, there was no injury to which the pre- 
fumption of fuccefs might not embolden them to 
proceed. To attempt efcaping into France, was 
dangerous; and, in her fituation, almoft impo& 
fible ; nor could fhe bear the thoughts of appear- 
ing ad an exile and a fugitive in that kingdom 
where fhe had once enjoyed all the fplendour of 
a queen, England remained her only afylumj 
and, in fpite of the entreaties of lord Henries, 
Fleming, and her other attendants^ who conjured 
her, even on their knees, not to confide in Eliza** 
beth's prortiifes of generofity, her infatuation was 
invincible, and fhe refolved to fly thither. Herries, 
by her command, wrote to Lowther the deputy- 
governor of Carlifle, to know what reception he 
would give her } and, before his anfwer could re- Her recep- 
turn, her fear and impatience were fo great, that 5ifl!L*^ ^'** 
flie got into a fifher-boat, and, with about twenty Maf i6. 

*Camb. 489. Anderf. vol. iv, 99. 120. Murdin» 369. 
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,B K attendants, landed at Wirkington in Cumberland, 
tug-.-^ — ' and thence Ihe was conduced with many marks of 

^568. refpeatoCarlifle^ 
EHznbeih As foon as Mary arrived in England, fhe wrote 
concerning a long letter to the Queen, reprefenting, in the 
oHrrtinT ftrongeft terms, the injuries which fhe hadfuflfered 
*»«'• from her own fubjeSs, and imploring that pity 

and affiftance which her prefent fituation demand- 
ed "'. An event fo extraordinary, and the con- 
du£t which might be proper in confequence of it, 
drew the attention, and employed the thoughts, 
of Elizabeth aiid her council. If their delibera- 
tions had been influenced by confiderations of 
juftice or generofity alone, they^ would not have 
found them long or intricate. A q^ueen, van- 
quiflied by her own fubjects,, and threatened by 
diem with the lofs of her liberty, or of her life, 
4iad fled from their violence, and thrown h^rfclf 
into the arms of her neareft neighbour and ally, 
from whom fhe had received repeated affurances 
of friendfliip and proteftion. Thefe circumftances 
entitled her to refpeft and to compaflion, and re- 
quired that fhe fhould either be reflofed to her 
own kingdom, or at lead be left at full liberty to 
feek aid from any other quarter. But with Eli- 
zabeth and her couiifellors, the queftion was not^ 
what was mod jufl or generous, but what was 
mofl beneficial to herfelf, and to the Englifh na* 
r tion. Three different refolutions might have been 
taken, with regard to the queen of Scots. To 
. . re-inftate her in her throne, was ojie ; to allow 

[ Kctth, 483. Anderf^ vol. iv. 2. . ^ Id. 29. 

her 
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her to retire into Friince, was another ; to detain book 
her in England, was a third. Each of thefe drew — .>*w^ 
confequences after it, of the utmoft importance, '^^^ 
which were examined^ ad appears from papers flill 
extant ", with that minute accuracy which Eliza- 
beth's minifters employed in all their confultations 
upon affairs of moment. 

To reftore Mary to the fuH exercife of the 
royal authority in Scotland, they obferved, would 
render her more powerful than ever. The nobles 
who were moft firmly attached to the Englifli in- 
tereft would quickly feel the utmoft weight of 
her refentment. As the gratitude of princes is 
feldom ftrong or lafting, regard to her own in^ 
tereft might foon eflPace the memory of her obli- 
gations to Elizabeth, anci prompt her to renew 
the alliance of the Scottifli nation with France, 
and revive her own preienfions to the Englifli 
Crown, Nor was it poflible to fetter and cir- 
cumfcribe the Scottifh queen, by any conditions 
that would prevent thefe dangers. Her party in 
Scotland was numerous and powerful. Her re- 
turn, even without any fupport from England, 
would mfpire her friends with new zeal and cou- 
rage } a fingle viftory might give them the fupe- 
riority, which they had loft by a fmgle defeat, and 
render Mary a more formidable rival than ever to 
Elizabeth, 

Thi2 dangers arifing from fuffering Mary^to 
return into France, were no lefs obvious. The 
French king could not refufe his affiftance to- 

1 Anderf. vol. iv. 34, 99. 102. 
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wards reftoring his fitter "Sind ally to her throne* 
Elizabeth would, once more, fee a foreign army 
in the iflamd, overawing the Scots, ind ready to 
enter her kingdom; and, if the commotions in 
France, oh account of religion, were fettled, the 
princes of Lorrain might refume their ambitious 
projcfts, and the united forces of France and Scot- 
land might invade England where it is weakefl: 
and moil defencelefs. 
^cfoives tp Nothing therefore remained but to detain her 

detain her • \^ \ , t • i • i i- 

in England, iti England ; and to permit her either to live at 
liberty there, or to confine her in a prifon. The 
former was a dangerous experiment. Her court 
would become a place of refort to all the Roman 
catholics, to the difafFefted, and to the lovers of 
innovation. Though Elizabeth affefled to repre- 
fent Mary's pretenfions to the Englifli crown as 
ill-founded, Ihe was not ignorant that they did not 
appear in that light to th^ ifation, and that many 
thought them preferable even to. her own title. If 
the activity of her emiflfaries had gained her fo 
many abettors, her own perfonal influence was 
much more to be dreaded j her beauty, jj^er ad- 
(Irefs, her fufferings, by the admiration and pity 
which they would excite, could not fail of making 
many converts to her party •, 

It was indeed to be apprehended, that the 

treating Mary as a prifoner would excite unir 

'verfal indignation againft Elizabeth, and that by 

this unexampled feverity towards a queen, who 

implored, and to whom ihe had promued, ^er 

; Anderf. vol. iv. 5^, 60. 

protpftion. 
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proteSion, flie would forfeit the praife of juflice ^ ^^ ^ 
and humanity, which was hitherto due to her ad- ^^i^v-^^^^/ 
miniftration. But the Englifh monarchs were '^^^' 
often fo folicitous to fecure their kingdom againft 
the Scots, as to be little fcrupulous about the 
means which they employed for that purpofe. 
Henry IV, had feized the heir of the crown of 
' Scotland, who was forced, by the violence of a 
ftorm, to take refuge in one of the ports of his 
kingdom ; and, in contempt of the rights of ho- 
fpitality, without regarding his tender age, or the 
tears and intreaties of his father, detained him a 
prifoner for many years. This aftion, though 
detefted by pofterity, Elizabeth refolved now to 
imitate. Her virtue was not more proof than 
that of Henry had been, againft the temptations 
of intereft ; and the poffeflion of a prefent advan- 
tage was preferred to the profpefl: of future fame. 
The fatisfadion which fhe felt in mortifying a 
rival, whofe beauty and accomplifliments fhe en- 
vied, had, perhaps, ho lefs influence than political 
confiderations, in bringing her to this refolution. 
But, |it the fame time, in order to fcreen herfelf 
from the cenfure which this condu£i merited, and 
to make her treatment of the Scottifli queeiv look 
like the effed; of neceflity rather than of choice, 
ihe determined to aflume the appearance of con- 
cern for her intereft, and of deep fympathy with 
her fufferings. 

With this view, fhe inftantly difpatched k)rd May ao. 
Scrope, warden of the weft marches, and fir 
Francis Kaollys, her vice-chamberlain, to the 
S 4 queen 
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BOOK queen of Scots, with letters fiill of exprcffioM of 

^^■-^ ^ '*-^ kindnefs and condolence, But, at the fame time| 

^^ * they had private inftru<aions to w^tch all her mo-- 

tions, and to take care that (he fhould not efcape 

raa''nds''*d ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ kingdoHi P. On their arrival, Mary 

xniitance demanded a perfonal interview with the queen, 

beth'sp". ^^^^ fl^ might lay before her thp injuries which 

ieuce, flje had fufFered, and receive from her thofe friendly 

offices which (he had been encouraged to expert 

They anfwered, that it was with reluctance adr 

miflion into the prefence of their fovereign was 

at prefent denied her j that while fhe lay under 

the imputation of a crime fo horrid as the murder 

of her hufband, their miftrefs, to whom he wa^ 

fo nearly allied, could not, without bringing a 

ftain upbn her own reputation, ,adinit her into her 

prefence ; but, as foon as (he had clearpd herfelf 

from that afperfion, they promifed her a reception 

fuitable to her dignity, and aid proportioned tq 

her diftrefs \ 

She offers NoTHiNG could bc morc artful than this pre- 

to vindicate i •' r» r t t i 

heicoodua. tcuce *, aud it wa3 the occancin of leadmg th^ 
queen of Scots into the fnare in which Elizabeth 
and her minifters wifhed to entangle her. Mary 
expreffed the utmoft furprife at this unexpcfted 
manner of evading her requeft j but, as (he could 
not believe fo many prpfeffions of friendihip tq 
be void pf fincerity,, flie frankly oflfered ^p fubmit 
her caufe tp the cognizance pf Elizabeth, and 
undertook to produce fuch proofs of her own in- 
jiocence, and of the falfehpod of the accufatipnsr 

f Anderf. vol.iv. 36. 79. 92. * < Ibid. voi. iv. 8. 55. 
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brought againft her, as (hould fully remove the 
fcruples, and fatisfy th^ delicacy, of the Englilh 
queen. This was the very point to which Eliza- EiizVi^th 
beth laboured to bring the matter. In confequence ^^^^^ *«*% 

, * vani:!ge of 

of this appeal of the Scottiih queen, (he now con- thu offer. 
fidered herfelf as the umpire between her and her 
fubjeds, and forefaw that flie would have it en- 
tirely in her own power to protraft the inquiry to 
any length, and to perplex and involve it in end- 
lefs difficulties. In the mean time, fhe was fur- 
niflied with a plaufible reafon for keeping her at a 
diftance from court, arid for refufing to contribute 
towards replacing her on the throne. As Mary's 
condud had been extremely incautious, and the 
prefumptions of her guilt were many and ftrong, 
it was not impoffible her fubjefts might make good 
their charge againil her ; and if this ihould be the 
refult of the inquiiy, fhe would, thenceforth, ceafc 
to be the objeft of regard or of compaffion, and 
the treating her with coldnefs and neglefl: would 
merit little cenfure. In a matter fo dark and 
myfterious, there was no probability that Mary 
could bring proofs of her innocence, fo incon- 
tefted, as to render the conduft of the Engliffi 
queen altogether culpable; and, perhaps, impa- 
tience under reftraint, fufpicion of Elizabeth's par- 
tiality, or the difcovery of her artifices, might en- 
gage Maiy in fach cabals, as would juftify the 
ufing her with greater rigour, 

Elizabeth early perceived many advantages 
which would arife from an inquiry into the con- 
duct of the Scottifh queen, carried on under her 

diredion* 



266 THE HISTORY 

BOOK direaion. There was feme danger, however, that 
V— -N— *i^ Mary might difcover her fecret intentions too 
^^^^' foon, and, by receding from the offer which flie 
had made, endeavour to difappoint them. But, even 
in that event, Ihe determined not to drop the in- 
quiry, and had thought of feveral different expe- 
dients for carrying it on. The countefs of Len- 
nox, convinced that Mary was accefTary to the 
. murder of her fon, and thirfting for that vengeance 
which it was natural for a mother to demand, had 
implored Elizabeth's juftice, and folicited her, with 
many tears, in her own name, and in her huf- 
band's, to. bring the Scottifh queen to a trial for 
that crime ^ The parents of the unhappy prince 
had a juft right to prefer this accufation ; nor 
could flie, who was their neareft kinfwoman, be 
condemned for liftening to fo equitable a demand, 
Befides, as the Scottifh nobles openly accufed Mary 
of the fame crime, and pretended to be able to 
confirm their charge by fufBcient proof, it would 
be no difficult matter to prevail on them to peti- 
ti6n the queen of England to take cognizance of 
their proceedings againft their foverdgn; and it 
was the opinion of the Englifh council, that it 
would be reafonable to comply with the requeft '• 
At the fame time, the obfolete claim of the fupe- 
riority of England over Scotland began to be talk- 
ed of; and, on that account, it was pretended 
that the decifion of the contefl between Mary and 
herfubjeds belonged of right to Elizabeth*. But, 

' Camd. 41a, Kaynes, 469, » And. vol. iv. parti, 37, 
' Ibid, 

though 
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though Elizabeth revolved all thefe expedients in 
her mind, and kept them in referve to be made ufe 
of as occafion might require, Ihe wiflied that the '^^*' 
inquiry into Mary's condudt fhould appear to be 
undertaken purely in compliance with her own de- 
mand, and in order to vindicate her innocence ; and 
io long as that appearance could be preferved, none 
of the other expedients were to be employed. 
. When Mary confented to fubmit her caufe to 
Elizabeth, ihe was far from fufpe£ting that any bad 
confequences could follow, or that any dangerous 
preteniions could be founded on her offer. She 
expeded that Elizabeth herfelf woiild receive and 
examine her defences "* ; ihe meant to coniider her 
as an equal, for whofe fatisfaclion ihe was willing 
to explain any part of her condufb that was* Jiable 
to cenfure, not to acknowledge her as a fuperior, 
before whom ihe was bound to plead her caufe. 
But Elizabeth put a very different fenfe on Mary's 
offer. She confidered herfelf as chofen to be judge 
ki the controverfy between the Scottifh queen and 
her fubjeds, and began to aft in that capacity. 
She propofed to appoint commiilioners to hear the 
pleadings of both parties, and wrote to the regent 
of Scotland to impower proper perfons to appear 
before them in his name, and to produce what he 
could allege in vindication of his proceedings 
againit his fovereign. 

Mary had, hitherto, rejied with unaccountable Maiygr^iu 
credulity on Elizabeth's profeilions of regard, and at Eiiza- 
expe&ed that fo many kind fpeeche» would, at /J^. 

- ; AnderC vol. 17. lo. 
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lad, be accompamed with fome fultable adlions. 
But this propofal entirely undeceived, her. She 
plainly perceived the artifice of Elizabeth's con- 
dud, and faw what a diminution it would be to 
her own honour to appear on a level with her re- 
bellious fubjefls, and to ftand together with them 
at the bar of a fuperior and a judge. She retracted 
the offer which, fiie had made, and which had been 
perverted to a purpofe fo contrary to her intention. 
She demanded, whh more earneftnefs than ever, 
to be admitted into Elizabeth's prefence i and 
July I?. wrote to her in a ftrain very different from what 
flie had formerly ufed, and which fully difcovers 
the grief and indignation that preyed on her heart. 
" In my prefent fituation," fays fhe, " I neither 
** will nor can reply to the accufations of my fub- 
'* jedls. 1 am ready, of my own accord, and out 
" of friendfhip to you, to fatisfy your fcruples, and 
" to vindicate my own conduft. My fubjeds are 
** not my equals ; nor will I, by fubmitting my 
*' caufe to a judicial trial, acknowledge them to 
*' be fo. I fled into your arms, as into thofe of 
*' my neareft relation and moft perfed friend. I 
^* did you honour, as I imagined, in chufing you, 
•* preferably to any other prince, to be the re- 
^' ftorer of an injured queen. Was it ever known 
** that a prince was blamed for hearing, in perfon, 
*' the complaints of thofe who appealed to his juf- 
** tice, againft the falfe accufations of their ene- 
"mies? You admitted into your prefence. my 
♦^baftard brother, who had been guilty of reSd- 
" lion J and you deny m^ that honour ! God for- 

« bid 
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" bid that I fhould be the occafion of bringing b o^o k 

" any ftain uppn your reputation ! I expe£ted '^■- .' ■^^-<^ 

" that your manner of treating me would have Ap?if^ 

*' added luftre to it. Suffer me either to implore 

** the aid of other princes, whofe delicacy on this 

" head will be lefs, and their refentment of my 

" wrongs greater j or let me receive from your 

** hands that affiftgnce which it becomes you, 

^^ more than any other prince, to grant ; and, by 

*^ that benefit, bind me to yourfelf in the indiflb- 

" luble ties of gratitude \*' * 

This letter fomewhat difconcerted Elizabeth's June 20. 
plan, but did not divert her from the profecution pec'^^^^^^^ 
of it. She laid the matter before the privy coun- "^''"^ ^*'- 
cil, and it was there determined, notwithftanding 
the intreaties and remonftrances of the Scottiih 
queen, to go on with the inquiry into her con- 
duS, and, until that were finilhed, it was agreed 
that Elizabeth could not, confiftently with her 
own honour, or with the fafety of her government, 
either give her the affiftance which (he demanded, 
or permit her to retire out of the kingdom. Left 
fee feould have an opportunity of efcaping, while 
fee refided fo near Scotland, it was thought ad- 
vifable to remove her to fome place at a greater 
diftance from the borders ^ 

While the' Englife court was occupied in thefe '*'^><^eec?iBg» 
deliberations, the regent did not negleft to im- gemagainft 
prove the viftory at Langfide. That event was l/hJIenu" * 
of the utmoft importance to him. It not only « 

drove the queen herfelf out of the kingdom, but 

* Ai\derf. vol. iv. part i. 94* ^ Id. Ibid. 102. 

left 
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left h6f adherents difperfed^ and without si leaciei', 
at his mercy. He feemed Mdlved, at firft, to 
proceed againft thettl with the utmoft rigour. Sia^ 
perfons of foitie diftindlion, who had been taken 
prifoners in the battle, were tried and condemned 
to death, as rebels againft the king's government. 
•They were led to the place of execution, but, by 
the powerful interceflion of Knox, they dbtaitied a 
pardon. Hamilton of Bothwelhaugh was pne of 
the number, who lived to give both the regent and 
Knox rcafon to repent of this commendable aft of 
lenity ^ 

Soon after, the regent marched with an army^ 
Gonfifting of four thoufand horfe and one thoufand 
foot, towards the weft borders. The nobles in 
this part of the kingdom were all the queen's ad- 
herents ; but, as they had not force fufficient to ob- 
ftruft'his progrefs, he muft either have obliged 
them to fubmit to the king, or would have laid 
wafte their lands with fire and fword. But Eliza- 
beth, whofe intereft it was to keep Scotland in 
confufion, by preferving the balance between the 
two parties, and who was endeavouring to footh 
the Scottifh queen by gentle treatment, interpofed 
at her defire. After keeping the field two weeks, 
the regent, in compliance to the Englifli ambafla- 
dor, difmiffed his forces ; and an expedition, which 
might have proved fatal to his opponents, ended 
with a few afts of feverity *. 
Mnri^car. The refolutiou of the l^nglifh privy council, 
Bolton. with regard to Mary's perfon^ was foon carried 
; Cald. vol. ii. 99. J Ibid. 

into 
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into execution ; and, without regarding her re- 
monftrances or complaints, ihe was conduced to 
Bolton, a caftle of lord Scrope's, on the bor- 
ders of Yorkfliire'. In this place, her corre- 
fpondence with her friends in Scotland became 
more difficult, and any profpeft of making her 
efcape was entirely cut off. She now felt herfelf ^ 
to be completely in Elizabeth's power, and, though 
treated as yet with the refpeO: ^due to a queen, 
her real condition was that of a prifoner. Mary 
knew ,what it was to be deprived of liberty, and 
dreaded it as the worfl: of all evils. While the 
remembrance of her late imprifonment was ftill 
lively, and the terror of a new one filled her 
mind, Elizabeth thought it a proper junfture to Juiyi^ 
renew her former propofition, that fhe would fuf- 
fer the regent and his adherents to be called in- 
to England, and confent to their being heard in 
defence of their own condud. She declared it 
to be far from her intention to claim any right of 
judging between Mary and her fubjeds, or of 
degrading her fo far as to require that fhe fliould 
anfwer to their accufations. On the contrary, 
Murray and his aflbciates were fummoned to ap- 
pear, in order to juftify their condu£t in treating 
their fovereign fo harflily, and to vindicate them- 
felves from thofe crimes with which fhe had 
charged them. On her part, Elizabeth promifed, 
whatever fhould be the iffiie of this inquiry, to 
employ all her power and influence towards re- 
placing Mary on her throne, under a few limita- 

J Andcrf, vol. iv. 14, See Appendix, No. XXV. 
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tionSy by no means unreafonabk. Mary, deceived 
by this feeming attention to her dignity as a 
Ag-U?that queen ; foothed, on one hand, by a promife more 
^inquiry flauering than any which flie had hitherto received 

be made m- * -rn t • i i i i t_ » i 

to her con- from Euzabeth, and urged, on the other, by the 
*"^ feelings which were natural on being cbnduSed 

• into a more interior part of England, and kept 
there in hiore rigorous confinement, complied at 
length with what Elizabeth required, and promifed 
to fend commiffioncrs to the conferences appointed 
to be held at York ^ 
Herdiffi. In order to perfuade Elizabeth that Ihe defired 
^^h^'reg^Ki nothing fo much as to render the union between 
lo idigiun. them as clofe as poffible, (he (hewed a difpofition 
to relax fomewhat in one point ; with regard to 
which, during all her paft and fubfequent misfor- 
tunes, file was uniformly inflexible. She expreffed 
a great veneration for the liturgy of the church 
of England ; (he was often prefent at religious 
worlhip, according to the rites of the reformed 
church ; made choice of a proteftant clergyman 
to be her chaplain j heard him preach againft 
the errors of popery with attention and feeming 
pleafure ; and difcovered all the fymptoms of an ap- 
proaching conyerfion''. Such was Mary's known 
and bigotted attachment to the popilh religion, 
that it is impofSble to believe. her fincere in this 
part of her conduft; nor can any thing mark 
more ftrongly the wretthednefs of her condition, 

• Aiidcrf- iv. part i. p. i r, 12, &c. 109, &c. Hayncs. 468, Ac. 
State Trials, Edit. Hargravc, u 90. 

* Anderf. vol. iv. parti. 113, Hayncs, 500. SecAj^cn* 
.dix, No. XXVI. ^ 
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and the excefs of her fears, than that they betrayed 
her iuco diflimulation, in a matter concerning which, 
her fentiments were, at all other times, fcrupuloufly .'^^^' 
delicate. • 

At this time- the regent called a parliament, Amuft f s, 
in order to proceed to the forfeiture of thofe who roei.i 
ref ufed to acknowledge the king's authority. The 
queen's adherents were alarmed, and 'Argyll and 
Huntly, whom Mary had appointed her lieute- 
nants, the one in the fouth, and the other in the 
north of Scotland, began to affemble forces to ob-» 
ftruft this meeting. Compaflion for the queen, 
and envy at thofe who governed in the king's 
riame7 had added fo much ftrength to the party, 
that the regent would have found it difficult to 
withftand its efforts. But as Mary had fubmitted 
her caufe to Elizabeth, fhe could not refufe, at her 
defire, to command her friends to lay down their 
arms, and to wait patiently until matters were 
brought to a dccifion in England. By procuring 
this ceffation of arms, Elizabeth afforded as fea- 
fonable relief to the regent's fadtion, as (he had 
formerly given to the queen's % 

The i:egent, however, would not confent, even 
at Elizabeth's requeft, to put off the meeting of 
parliament ^ But we may afcribe to her influ- 
ence, as well as to the eloquence of Maitland, 
who laboured to prevent the one half of his couo- 
trymen from exterminating the other, any ap- 
pearances of mo^dration which this parliament 
difcovered in its proceedings. The moll violent 
* Anderf. vol iv. 125. ' See Appendix, No. XXVII. . 
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opponents of the king's government were for- 
feited } the reft were allowed ft ill to hope fcMT 
favour^. 

No fooner did the queen of Scots fubmit har 
caufe to her rival, than Elizabeth required the re- 
gent to fend to York deputies properly inftru6£d 
for vindicating his condudt, in prefence of her 
commiffioners. It was not without hefitation and 
anxiety that the regent qonfented to this mca- 
fure. His authority was already eftablifhed in 
Scotland, and confirmed by parliament. To fuf- 
fer its validity now to be called in queftion, and 
fubjefted to a foreign jurifdidion,- was extreme- 
ly mortifying. To accufe his fovereign before 
ftrangers, the ancient enemies of the Scottifli 
name, was an odious taik. To fail in this ac- 
cufation was dangerous ; to fucceed in it was dif- 
gracefuL But the ftrength of the adverfe fadion 
daily increafed. He dreaded the interpofition of 
the French king in its behalf. In his fituation, and 
in a matter which Elizabeth had fo much at heart, 
her commands were neither to be difputed nor dif- 
obeyed \ 

The neceffity of repairing in perfon to York 
added to the ignominy of the ftep which he was 
obliged to take* All his aftbciates decline^ the 
office ; they were unwilling to expofc themfelves 
to the odium and danger with which it was eafy 
to forefee that the difcharge of it would be at- 
tended, unlefs he himfelf coi|fented to fhare thefe 
Sep. 18. in common with them. The earl of Morton, 
f Buch. 371. ^ Ibid. 372* Sec Appendix, No. XXVIII. 
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Bothwell bifliop of Orkney, Pitcaim commen- ^^^^ 
datw of Dunfermling, and lord Lindfay, were ^^*^^-— » 
joined with him In cwamiffion. Macgill of Ran- '^^^' 
keHor> and Balnaves of Hallhill, two eminent civi- 
lians, George Buchanan, Murray's faithful adherent, 
a man whole genius did honour to the age, Mait- ^ 

land, and feveral others, were appointed to at- 
tend them as alfiflants. Maitland owed this dif- 
tinflion to the regent's fear, rather than to his 
affeftion. He had wannly remonftrated againft 
this meafure. He wifhed his country to continue 
in friendfhip with England, but not to become 
dependent on that nation. He was defirous of 
re^eftablilhing the queen in fome degree of power, 
not inconfifteht with that which the king poffeflt 
ed ; and the regent could not, wiih fafety, leave 
behind him a man, whofe views were fo contrary 
to his own, and who, by his fuperior abilities, had 
acquired an influence in the nation, equal to that 
which others derived from the antiquity and power 
of their families*. 

Mary impowered Lefly bifliop of Rofs, lord. 
Livingfton, lord Boyd, lord Herries, Gavin Ha^ 
mikon commendator of Kilwinning,, fir John Gor- 
don of Lochinvar, and fir James Cockburn of Stir- 
ling, to appear in her name ^ 

Elizabeth nominated Thomas Howard duke 
of Norfolk, Thomas RadclifF earl of Suffex, and 
fir Ralph Sadler, her commiffioners to hear both 
parties- ^' 

* Buch. 371.- Anderf. vol. iv. 35. Melv. 186. 188. 
^ Anderf. vol. iv. 33.. 
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The fourth of Oftober was the day fixed for 

opening the conference. The great abilities of 

The'itn'- ^he deputies on both fides, the dignity of the 

ftrenceat judgcs before whom they were to appear, the 

high rank of the perfons whofe caufe was to be 

heard, and the importance of the points in dif- 

pute, rendered the whole tranfaclion no lefs il- 

luftrious than it was fingular. The fituation in 

which Elizabeth appeared on this occafion, ftrikes 

us with an air of magnificence. Her rival, an 

independent queen, and the heir of an ancient 

. race of monarchs, was a prifoner in her hands, 

and appeared, by her ambaffadors, before her tri- 

bunal. The regent of Scotland, who reprefented 

the majefty, and poffeffed the authority of a king, 

flood in perfon at her bar. And the fate of a 

kingdom, whofe power her anceftors had often 

dreaded, but could never fubdue, was now at her 

difpofal. 

Views of The views, however, with which the feveral 

em plftVs. parties confented to this conference, and the iflue 

to which they expefted to bring it, were extremely 

different. 

Mary's chief objeft was the recovering of her 
former authority. This induced her to confent 
to a meafure againfl: which (he .had long ftrug- 
gleci. Elizabeth's promifes gave her ground for 
entertaining hopes of being refliored to her king- 
dom ; in order to which fhe would have will- 
ingly made many conceffions to the king's party > 
and the influence of the Englifh quren, as well 
as her own impatience under her prefent fituation, 

might 
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tnight have led her to. many more*. The re- 
gent aimed at nothing but fecuring Elizabeth's 
protedion to his party, and feems not to have 
had the moft diftant thoughts of coming to any 
compofition with* Mary* Elizabeth's views were 
more various, and her fchemes more intricate. 
She feemed to be full of concern for Mary's ho- 
nour, and foiidtous that fee fliould wipe off the 
afperfions which blemiflied her charaSer. This 
ihe pretended to be the intention of the con- 
ference ; amufing Mary, and eluding -the foli- 
citations of the French^ and Spanifli ambaffadors 
in her behalf, by repeated promifes of affifting 
her, as foon as ftie could venture to do fo, without 
bringing difgrace upon herfelf. But, under this 
veil of friendihip and generofity, Elizabeth con- 
cealed fentiments of a different nature. She ex- 
pected that the regent would accufe Mary of 
being acceffary to the murder of her hufband. 
She encouraged him, as far as decency, would 
permit, to take this defperate ftep"". And as 
this accufation might terminate in two different 
ways, fhe had concerted meafures for .her future 
condud fuitable to each of thefe. If the charge 
againft Mary fhould appear to be well-founded, 
Ihe refolved to pronounce her unworthy of wear- 
ing a crown, and to declare that (he would never 
burden her own confcience with the guilt of an 
aOion fo deteftable as the reftoring h^r to her 
kingdom". If it fliould happen, that whiit h«i' 

« * Anderf. vol. i?. part ii. 33. Good. vol. ii. 537, « 

" Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 1 1. 45. Haync^, 487, 
^ Aoderf. vol. iv. part ii. 11. 
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^^^^ -accufers alleged did not amount to a proof of 
guilt, but only of mal-adimniftration, flie deter- 
mined to fet on foot a treaty for reftoring her, 
but on fuch conditions as would reader her 
hereafter dependent not only upon England, but 
upon her own fubjeds^ As every ftcp in the 
progrefs of the conference, as well as the final 
refult of it, was in Elizabeth's own power, flse 
would ftill be at liberty to t:hufe which of thefe 
icourfes Ihe ihould hold ; or if there appeared to 
be any danger or inconveniency in purfuing either 
of them, fhe might protrafl: the whole caufe by 
endlefp delays, and involve it in i^xtridabie per* 
plexity. 

The conference, however, was opened with 
much folemnity. Buf the very firft ftep difcd^ 
vered it to be Elizabeth's intention to inflame, ra- 
ther than to extiriguifli, the diffenfions and afti- 
mofities among the Scots. No endeavours wcm, 
ufed to reconcile the contending parties, or to 
mollify the fiercenefs of their hatred, by bringing 
the queen to offer pardon for what was paft, or 
her fub]>a8 to promife more dutiful obedience 
for the future. On the contraiy, Mary's <!om- 
miffipners were permitted to prefer a complaint 
againft the regent and his party, containing an 
enumeration of their treafonable aftions, of their 
feizing her perfon by force of arms, commitiing 
her to prifon, compelUng her to refign the crown, 
and making ufe of her fon'^ name to colour their 
ufvirpation of the whole royal authority j and of all 

* Andcrf. vol. iv, part. u. i6» 
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theie enormities they required fuch fpeedy and ef* 
fc&asA redrefs, as the injuries of one queen de-> 
manded from the juftice of another ^. 

It was then expelled that the regent would 
have difclofed all the circumftances of that un*> 
natural crime to which he pretended the queen 
had been acceflary, and would have produced evi- 
dence in fupport of his charge. But, far from ac- 
cufing Mary, the regent did not even anfwer the 
complaints brought againft himfelf. He difco- 
v^red a reludance at undertaking that office, and 
darted many doubts and fcruples, with regard to 
which he demanded to be refolved by Elizabeth 
herfelf^. His referve and hefitation were no lefs 
furprifing to the greater part of the Englifli. com- 
mffloners than to his own aflbciates. They, knew 
that he could not vindicate bis own condud with- 
out charging the murder upon the queen, and he 
had ;not hitherto (hewn any extraordinary delicacy 
on that head. An intrigue, however, had been 
fecretly carried on, fince his arrival at York, which 
explains this myftery. 

The duke of Norfolk was, at that time, the intrigues o£ 
moft powerful and mod popular man in England, wuhuw 
His wife was lately dead j and he began already "^"^c"** 
to form a proje£t, which he afterwards more 
openly avowed, of mounting the throne of Scot- 
land, by a marriage with the queen of Scots* 
lie faw the infamy which would \ft the confe- 
quence of a public accufation againfl: Mary, and 
bow prejudicial it might be to her pretenfions ta 
r Andcrf. vol. iv. part ii- 52. ^ Hayncs, 478. 

T4 the 
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^<>OK the Engllfh fucceffion. In order to fave her from 
v-^-v^iw^ this cruel mortification, he applied to Maitland, 
^^ ^' and exprefled his aftoniihment at feeing a man of 
fo much reputation for wifdom, concurring with 
the regent in a meafure fo diflionourable to them- 
felves, to their queen, and to their country ; fub- 
mitting the public tranfaftions of the nation to 
the judgment of foreigners ; and publifhing the 
ignominy and expofing the faults of ipm- fove- 
reign, which they were bound, in good policy, as 
well as in duty, to conceal and to cover. It was 
eafy for Maitland, whofe fentiinents were the fame 
with the duke's, to vindicate his own condudt. 
He aflured him that he had employed all his cre- 
dit to difluade his countrymen from this meafure ; 
and would ftill contribute, to the utmoft of his 
power, to 'divert them from it. This encouraged 
Norfolk to communicate the matter to the regent* 
He repeated and enforced the fame arguments 
which he had ufed with Maiiland. He warned 
him of the danger to which he muft expofe him- 
felf by fuch a violent action as the public accufa- 
tion of his fovereign. Mary would never forgive 
a man, who had endeavoured to fix fuch a brand 
of infamy on her charaSer. If fhe ever recovered 
any degree of power, his deftruSion would be in- 
evitable, and he wotald juftly merit it at her hands. 
^ Nor would'Elizabeth fcreen him from this, by st 

public approbation of his conduQ:. For, whatever 
evidence of Mary's guilt he might produce, fhe 
wa« refolved to give no definitive fenteiice in the 
caufe. Let hiin only demand that the matter 

fhould 
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ftould be brought to a decifion immediately after 

hearing the proof, and he would be fully convinced 

how falfe and infidious her intentions were, and, 

by confequence, how improper it would be for him 

to appear as the accufer of his own fovereign''. 

The candour which Norfolk feemed to difcoter in 

thefe remonftrances, as well as the truth which 

they contained, made a deep impreffion on the re- ^ 

gent. He daily received the ftrongeft affurances 

of Mary's willingnefs to be reconciled to him, if 

he abftained from accufing her of fuch an odious 

crime, together with the denunciations of her irre- 

concileable hatred, if he afted a contrary part ^ 

All thefe confiderations concurred in determining 

him to alter his purpofe, and to make trial of the 

expedient which the duke had Tuggefted* 

He demanded, therefore, to be informed, be- o^'^^r9' 
fore he proceeded farther, whether the Englifh 
commifiioners were empowered to declare the 
queen guilty, by' a judicial aft; whether they 
would promife to pafs fentence, without delay ; 
whethc^r the queen fhould be kept under fuch 
reflraint, as to prevent her from difturbing the 
government now eilablifhed in Scotland ; and 
whether Eh*zabeth, if ihe approved of the pro- 
ceedings of the king's party, would engage to 
protect it for the future'? The paper containing 
thefe demands was figned by himfelf alone, with- 

*' Mclv. 187. Haynes, 573- 

■ Anderf. vol, iv. part ii. 77. Good. vol. ii. 157. Sec 
Append. No. XXIX. 

* Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 55. State Trials, i. 91, 5:c. 

opt 
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out communicating it to any of his attendants, 
except Maitland and Melvil \ But> left fo many 
'5^*- precautions fhould excite any fufpicion of their 
proceedings, from fome confcioufhefs of defed in 
the evidence which he had to produce againft 
his fovereign, Murray empowered Lethington, 
Macgill, and Buchanan, to wait upon the duke 
of Norfolk^ the earl of Sufiex, and Sir Ralph 
Sadler, and to lay before them, not in their pub- 
lic characters as commiffioners, but as private 
perfonS) Mary's letters to Bothwell, her fonnets, 
and all the other papers upon which was founded 
the charge of her being acceffary to the murder 
of the king, and to declare that this confidential 
communication was made to them, with a view 
to learn whether the queen of England would 
confider this evidence as fufHcient to eftablifh the 
truth of the accufation. Nothing could be more 
natural than the regent's folicitude, to know on 
what footing he ftood. To have ventured on a 
ftep fo uncommon and dangerous, as the accufing 
his fovereign,' without previouliy afcertaining that 
he might take it with fafety, would have been 
unpardonable imprudence. But Elizabeth, \eho 
did not exped that he would have moved any luch 
difficulty, had not empowered her commiffioners 
to give him that fatisfa£tion which he demanded* 
It became neceffary to tranfmit the articles to 
herfelf, and by the light in which Norfolk placed 
them, it is eafy to fee that he wiflied that they 
Ihould make no flight impreffion on Elizabeth 

* Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 56, Melv. ipo, 

and 
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and her mimiters. <^ Think not the Scote/' (aid 

he, ** over-fcrupulous or precife* Let U6 view 

** their condi)£i: a$ we would wifli our own to be '^^*' 

^' viewed in a like fituation. The game they 

** play is deep ; their eftates, their lives, their ho- 

^^ nour, are at ilake« It is now in their own power 

'^ to be reconciled to their queen, or to offend her 

^^ irrecoverably ; and, in a matter of fo much im*> 

^' portance, the uimod: degree of caution i$ not 

" exceffivc\" 

While the Englifh commi&oners waited for 
fuller infl:ru£Hons with regard to the • regent's 
d^aaands^ he gave in an anfwer to the complaint 
which had been offered in the name of the Scottiih 
queen. It was exprelTed in terms perfedly con- 
formable to the fyftem which he had at that 
time adopted. It contained no infmuation of 
the queen's being acccffary to the murdpr of her 
hufband ; the bittemefs of ftyle peculiar to the 
age was confiderably abated ; and though he plead* 
ed, that the infamy of the marriage with Both- 
well, made it neceffary to take arms in order 
to diflblvc it; though Mary's attachment to a, 
man fo odious juftified the keeping her for fome 
time under reftraint; yet nothing more was faid 
on thefe fubjeds: than was barely requifite in his 
ovvu defence. The queen's commiffioners. did 
not fail to reply ^> 3ut while the arti|:le with oaobcn?. 
refpe^l to the murder remained untouched, thefp 
were only Ikirmiflies at a diftance, of no con- 
lequence towards ending the conteft, and were 

« Anderl. vol. iy. 7% ■ S^ Ibid. voL iv. part ii. 64. 80. 
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little regarded by Elizabeth, or ' her commif- 
fioners. 

The conference had, hitherto, been conduc- 
ed in a manner which difappointed Elizabeth's 
views, and produced none of thofe difcoveries 
which fee had expefted. The diftance between 
York and London, and the neceffity of conCalting 
her upon every difficulty which occurred, con- 
fumed much time. Norfolk's negociation with 
the Scottifli regent, however fecretly carried on, 
was not, in all probability, unknown to a prin- 
cefs fo remarkable for her fagacity in penetrating 
the defigns oi[ her enemies, and feeing through 
their deepeft fchemes *. Inftead, therefore, of re- 
turning any anfwer to the regent's demands, Ihe 
refolved to remove the conference to Weftmin- 
fter, and to appoint new .commifltpners, in whom 
ihe could more abfolutely confide. Both the queea 
of Scots and the regent were brought, without dif- 
ficulty, to approve of this refolution *. 

We often find Mary boafting of the fuperio- 
rity in argument obtained by her commiffioners 
during the conference at York, and how, by the 
ftrength of their reafons, they confounded her 
adverfaries, and filenced all their cavils**. The 
difpute flood, at that time, on a footing which 
rendered her viftory not only apparent, but eafy. 
Her participation of the guilt of the king's mvir- 
der was the circumftance upon which her fubje&s 

■ Good. vol. ii. i6o. Anderf, vol iii, 24. 

■ Haynes, 484. Andcrf. vol. iv. 94. 
* Qood. vol. i. 186. a84. 350,- * 

muft 
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muft have refted, as a juftification of their vio- 8ook 
lent proceedings againft her ; and, while they in- v-i— ^-*-^ 
duftrioufly avoided mentioning that, her caufe gain- *^ 
cd as much as that of her adverfaries loft by fup- 
preiling this capital argument. 

Elizabeth refolved that Mary (hould not en- 
joy the fame advantage in the conference to be 
held at Weftminfter. She deliberated with the 
utmoft anxiety, how (he might overcome the 
regent's fcruples, and perfuade him to accufe 
the queen. She confidered of the moft proper 
method for bringing Mary's ^ commiffioners to 
anfwer fuch an accufation ; and as fhe forefaw 
that the promifes with which it was neceffary to 
allure the regent, and which it was impoflible to 
conceal from the Scottifh queen, would naturally 
exafperate her to a great degree, {he determined 
to guard her more^narrowly than ever ; and, though 
lord Scrope had given her no reafon to diftruft his 
vigilance or fidelity, yet, becaufe he was the duke 
of Norfolk's brother-in-law, Ihe thought it pro^ 
per to remove the queen as fodn as poflible to 
Tuthbury in StafFordfliire, and commit her to the 
keeping of the ^rl of Shrewfbury, to whom that 
caftle belonged ^ 

Mary began to fufpeft the defign of this fe« Mary's fuf* 
cond conference; and, notwithftanding the fatis- E^lXth^ 
fatlioa (he exprefled at feeing her caufe taken oa"i^"Iz. 
more immediately under the queen's own eye*, 
fhe framed her inftrudions to her commiflioners 
in fach a manner, as to avoid being brought 
* Hayncs, 4i7. ^ Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 95, 

. » under 
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BOO K under the neceffity of anfwcring the accufation of 

%^0m^^'mm^ hcx fttbjects, if they fbould be fo defperate aa t6 

4568. ^hibit one againil her \ Thefe fufpicioi^s were 

foon confirmed by a circumftance extremely mor-» 

tifying. The regent having arrived ^t London, 

in order to be prefent at the conference, was im- 

mediately admitted into Elizabeth's prefence, and 

received by her, riot only with refpeft, but with 

affeftion. This Mary juftly confidered as an open 

declaration of that queen's partiality towards hef 

Kov. zt. j^dverfaries* In the firft emotions of her refent- 

Claims * - t^ 

pcrfonaiau- jncAt, uxe ^WTrote to her commiffioners, and com- 
eScSi. jnanded thenv to complain, in the prefence of the 
EngUfh nobles, and before the ambaflador& of fo* 
reign princes, of the ufage fhe had hitherto met 
with, and the additional injuries which fhe had rea« 
fon to apprehend. Her rebellious fubjefts were 
allowed accefs to the queen, ' (he was excluded 
from her prefence ; they enjoyed full liberty, {he 
languiflied under a long imprifonment ; they were 
wcouraged to accufe her, in defending berfelf ft^ 
laboured under ' every difadvantage. For thefe 
reafons ihe once more renewed her demand, of 
being admitted into the queen's prefence j and if 
that were denied, fhe inftrufted them to declare, 
that ibe recalled the confent which fho, had given 
to ihe conference at Weftminfter, and protefted, 
that whatever was done there, fliould be. held tc» 
be null and invalid ^ 

This, perhaps, was the'moft prud^C refolution 
M^ry could have taken. The pretwceSj on which 

I Gpodt vol ii. 349* f Ibid, ^. ii. ^84^ 

ihe 
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Ihe declined the coaferepce were plaufible^ and the 
jundare for offering them well chofen. But either 
the queen's letter did not reach her commiflicmers *^^'' 
in due time, or they fuffered themfelves to be 
deceived by Elizabeth's profeiiions of regard for 
their miflrefs, and confented to the opening of the 
conference ^ 

To the commiffioncr? who taid appeared in her Nov, ts- 
name at York, Elizabeth now added fir Nicho- 
las 3acon, keeper of the great feal, the earls of 
Arundel and Leicefter, lord Clinton, and fir 
WUliam CeciP. The difficulties which ob- 
ftrufted the proceedings at York were quickly 
removed, A fatisfying anfwer was given to the 
regent's demands j nor was he fo much difpofed 
to h^fitate, and raife obje^lions, as formerly* His 
negociation with Norfolk had been difcoy^red to 
Morton by fome of Mary's attendants, and he 
had co^imunicated it to Cecil'. His perfonal 
fafety, as well as the continuance pf his power» ' 
depended on Elizabeth. By favouring Mary, 
ihe might at any time ruin him, and by a queftion 
which ihe artfully ftarted, concerning the perfon 
who had a right, by the law of Scotland, to 
govern the kingdom during a minority, 0ie let 
him fee, that even without reftoring the queen, 
it was an eafy matter for her to deprive him of 
the fupreme dire^ion of affairs *. Thefe confi- 
derations, which were powerfully feconded by 
mofl of his attendants, at length determined the 



* Andcrf. vol, iii. 25* ^ Id. vol. iv. part ii. 99. 

*: Melv. 191. ^ H^ync^, 484. 
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regent to i>roducc his accufation agamd tBe 
queen. 

1568. He endeavoured to lelfen the obloquy with 

accufcs'^the which hc Mras fenfible this aftion would be at- 
b^fgac- tended, by protefting that it was witli the utmoft 
Cfhuf!"* reluftance he undertook this difagreeable tafk ; 
i^md'smur- that his party had long fuflfered their conduct to 
be mifa>nftrued5 and had borne the word impu- 
tations in filence, rather than expofe the crimes 
of their fovereign to the eyes of ftrangers ; but 
that now the infolence and importunity of the 
adverfe fadion forced them to publifh, what they 
had hitherto, though with lofs to themfelves, en- 
deavoured to conceal ^ Thefe pretexts are de- 
cent ; and the confiderations which he mentions 
had, during fome time, a real influence upon the 
conduft of the party ; but, fince the meeting of 
parliament held in December, they had difco- 
vered fo little delicacy and referve with refpeft 
to the queen's aftions, as renders it impoflible 
to give credit to thofe ftudied profefliQns. The 
regent and his affociates were dfawn, it is plain, 
partly by the neceffity of their affairs, and partly 
by Elizabeth's artifices, into a fituation where 
no liberty of choice was left to them ; and they 
were obliged either to acknowledge themfelves 
to be guilty of rebellion, or to charge Mary 
with having been acceffary to the commiffion of 
murder. 

The accufation itfelf was conceived in, the 
ftrorigeft terms. Mary was charged, not only 
^ Anderf. vol iv. part ii. 1 1^ 

with 
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with having confented to the murder, but with 
being acceffary to the contrivance and execution 
of it* Bothwell, it was pretended, had been 
fcreened from the purfuits of jufticeby her fa- 
vour ; and fhe had formed defigns ^?io lefs dan- 
gerous to the Kfe of the young princei than fub- * 
verfive of the liberties and conftitutipn of the 
kingdom. If any of thefe crimes fhould be de- 
nied, an offer was made to produce the mod . 
ample and undoubted evidence in confirmation of 
the charge "*. 

At the next meeting of the commiflioners, the i^ov. 29, 
earl of Lennox appeared before them ; and after 
bewailing the tragical and unnatural murder of 
his fon, he implored Elizabeth's juftice againft 
the queen of Scots, whom he accufed, upon oath, 
of being the author of that crime, and produced 
papers, which, as he pretended, would make good 
ifivhat he alleged. The entrance of .a new ador 
on the ftage, fo opportunely, and at a juncture fo 
critical, can fcarce be imputed to chance. This 
contrivance was manifeftly Elizabeth's, in order 
to increafe, by this additional accufation, the in* 
famy of the Scottifli queen °* 

Mary's commiflioners exprefled the utmoft Her com. 
furprife and indignation at the regent's prefump- reluiTto* 
tion in loading the qiieen with calumnies, which, p/^*^. ^ 
a^ they affirmed, flie had fo little merited. But, 
inftead of attempting' to vindicate her honour, 
by a reply to the charge, they had recpurfe to' 
an article in their inftrud:ions, which they had 

■ Andcrf. vol. v^ part ii. 119. f M. ibid. 122. 
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BO^OK 'formerly negleSed to mention in its proper place* 
^u»-v"'*-*^ They demanded an audience of Elizabeth; and 
'^^^' having renewed their miftrefs's requeft, of a per* 
fonal interview, they protefted, if that were denied 
her, againft all the future proceedings of the com* 
niiffioners °. A proteftation of this nature, offerejl 
juft at the critical time when fuch a bold accufa- 
tion had been preferred againft Mary, and when 
the proofs in fupport of it were ready to be exa- 
mined, gave reafon to fufpeft that {he dreaded the 
event of that examination. This fufpicion re- 
ceived the ftrongeft confirmation from another cir- 
cumftance ; Rofs and Herries, before they were 
introduced to Elizabeth, in order to make this 
proteftation, privately acquainted Leicefter and 
Cecil, that as their miftrefs had, from the begin- 
ning, difcovered an inclination towards bringing the 
differences between herfelf and her fubjefts to an 
amicable accommodation, fo (he was ftill defurous^ 
notwithftanding the regent^s audacious accufation, 
that they fiiould be terminated in that manner ^. 

Such moderation feems hardly to be compatible 
with the ftrong refentment which calumniated in- 
nocence naturally feels ; or with that eagernefs to 
vindicate itfelf which it always difcovers. In Mary's 
fituation, an offer fo ill-timed muft be confidf red 
as a confeffion of the w^eaknefs of her caufe. The 
^ known character of her commiffioners exempts 
them from the imputation of folly, or the fufpicion. 
of treachery. Some fecret convidion, that the 

® AndcrfoTi, vol. iv. part ii. 133, i j8, &c. 
. . ' Ibid. iv. 134. Cabbala, 157. 
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i^dnHud of their miftrefs could not bear fo ftriO: k 
fcrutiny as muft be made into it,, if they Ihould 
reply to the accufation preferred by Murray againft 
her, feertis to be the moft probable motive of this 
imprudent propofal, by which they endeiavpured to 
avoid it. 

It appeared in this light to Elizabeth, aiid af- Decemb. ^ 
forded her a pretence for rejefting it* She repre- 
iented to Mary's commiffioners, that, in the prelTent 
jundurej nothing could be fo difhonourable to theif 
miftrefs as an a(^commodation ; and that the mat- 
ter would feem to be huddled up in this manner^ 
merely to fupprefs difcoveries, and to hide het* 
fhame ; nor was it poffible that Mary could he 
admitted, with any decency^ into her prefence, 
while fhe lay under the infamy of fuch a publid 
accufation. 

Upon this rcpulfe^ Mary*$ commiflionefs with* 
drew ; and as they had declined anfwering, therd 
feemed now to be no further reafon for the regent's 
producing the proofs in fupport of his charge. But 
without getting thefe into her hands, Elizabeth's 
fchemes were incomplete j and her artifice for* 
this purpofe was as mean, but as fuccefsful, as any 
flie had hitherto employed. She cotnmanded her 
commiffioners to tellify her indignation and dif* 
pleafure at the regent's prefumption in forgetting 
fo far the duty of a fubjeft, as to aecufc his fove- 
feign of fuch atrocious crimfes* He^ in order to 
regain the ^ood opinion of fuch a powerful prp- 
teOirefs, offered to fliew that his aecufations were 
not malicious, npr ili-gironndedv Then vrere pro^ 
U^ duc6d 
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duced and fubmitted to the infpefUon of the Eng- 
lifh commiflioners, the afts of the Scottilh par- 
'^^^' liament in confirmation of the regent's authority, 
and of the queen's refignation; the confeflions 
of the perfons executed for the king's murder ; 
ai;id the fatal cafket which contained the letters, 
fonnets, and contrads^ that have been fo often 
mentioned. 
EiiMheth As foon as Elizabeth g6t thefe into her poflef- 
wifh greater ^^n, flic laid thcm before her privy council, to 
ngoui. which Ihe joined, on this occafion, feveral noble- 
men of the greateft eminence in her kingdom ; in 
order that they might have an opportunity of con- 
lidering the mode in which an inquiry of fuch pub- 
lic importance had been hitherto conduced, as well 
as the amount of the evidence now brought agsunft 
a perfon who claimed a preferable right of fuccef- 
fion to the Englifh crown. In this refpe£lable af- 
fembly all the proceedings in the conferences at 
York and Weftminfler were reviewed, and the evi- 
dence produced by the regent of Scotland ^gainft 
his fovereign was examined with attention. In 
particular^ the letters and others papers faid to be 
written by the queen of Scots, were carefully com- 
pared " for the manner of writing smd orthogra- 
" phy," with a variety of letters which Elizabeth 
hsKi received at different times from the Scpttifh 
queen ; and, as the refult of a moft ac<:urate colla- 
tion, the members of the privy council, and noble- 
men conjoined with them, declared that no differ- 
ence between thefe could be difcorered **♦ Eliza- 
^ Anderfoo, vol. iv. part ii. 170, &c. 
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bctb, having eftabliihed a fad fo unfavourable to 
her rival, began to lay afide the expreifions of 
friendfhip and refpeft which (be had hitherto ufed 
in all her letters to the 3liQtti(h queen. , She now 
%vrote to her in fuch terms, as if the prefumptiont 
of her guilt had amounted almoft to certainty ; fhe 
blamed her for refufing to vindicate herfelf from 
an accufation which could not be left unanfwerefl, 
without a manifefl injury to her charader; and 
plainly intimated, that unlefs that were done, no 
change would be made in her prefent (ituation^ 
She hoped that fuch a difcovery of her fentiments 
would intimidate Mary, who was hardly recovered 
from the (hock of the regent^s attack on her re- 
putation, and force her to confirm her refignation 
of the crown, to ratify Murray's authority as re* 
gent, and to confent that both herfelf and her fon 
ihould refide in England, under £ngli(h protedion. 
This fcheme Elizabeth had much at heart; (he 
propofed it both to Mary and to her commiflion* 
ers, and negle&ed no argument, nor artifice, that 
could poflibly recommend it. Mary faw how fatal 
this would prove to her reputation, to her p^e- 
tenfions, and even to her perfonal fafety. She re- 
jefted it without hefitation. *« Death," faid (he, 
^< is lefs dreadful than fuch an ignominious ftep. 
•^ Rather than give away, with my own hands, the 
*^ crown which defcended to me from my ancef* 
** tors, I will part with life j but the laft words I 
<« utter, (hall be thofe of a queen of Scotland \** 

f Andcif, ^L IV. part ii. 179. i8j. Good, vol. ii. a6o. 
♦ Haynw,497. Scc-App.No. XXX. Good, vol. ii. 274. 501. 
U3 At 
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Anr the fame time flic feems to have beto fen- 
fible how open her reputation lay to cenfure, while 
jhe fuflfered fuch a public acQufation to remain 
unanfwered ; and though^ the conference was iiow 
diffolved, (he empowered her commiffionefs ta 
jprefent a reply to the allegations of her enemies, 
in which ftie denied, in the ftrongeft terms, the 

Ppccm. 14. grimes imputed to , her ; ancj recrifninated upon 
the regent and his p&rty, by accufing them of 
having deyifed v^d executed the murder of the 
kings The regent and his atfociates afferted 
their innocence with great warmth, Mary con- 
'tinned to infift on a perfonal interview, a coildi-y 
lion u^hich flie knew v^ould never be granted", 
l^lizabeth urged . her to vindicate her own hp- 
npur. But it is evident from the delays, ^ the 
^vafions, and fqbterfuges, to whif h both queens 
had recourfe by turns, that Mary avoided, apd 
Elizabeth did not defire, to make any further pro* 
grefs in the inquiry, 
i5fi9. The regent was now impatient to return into 

mJikta Scotland, where his adverfdries were endeavours 

wkhom eL i^gj i^ his abfence, to raife fome commotions. 

iherap. flcfore hc fet out,, he was called mto the privy 

proving or • , ' . ^ *^ ' 

condemn. couHcil, to receivc a final declaration of Eliza- 
copdoa; beth's fentime}its» Cecil acquainted him, in her 
name, that, on one hand, noihii^g had been 6b- 
jeded to bis conduft, which fee couW reckon 
fletrimental to hk honour, or inconfiftent tmh 
jiis duty $ nor had he, on the othet hand, pro- 
duced any thing againft his fovereign, on which 
I Gqod. ii, 285, ^ Ibid. 2S5. UbMa, 157. 
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flie could found an unfavourable opinion of her ^ook 
aftions ; and, for this reafon, (he refolved to w- .^-i^v 
leave all the affairs of Scotland precifely in the '^^^• 
fame fituation in which fhe had found them at 
the beginning of the conference. The queen's 
commiffioners were difmiffed much in the fame 
manner '. 

After the attention of both nations had been 
fixed fo cameftly on this conference upwards of 
four months, fuch a conclufion of the whole ap- 
pears, at firft fight, trifling and ridiculous. No- 
thing, however, could be more favourable to 
Elizabeth's future fchemes.' Notwithftanding her ^"^ ^^^^'""^^-y 
feeming impartiality, fhe had no thoughts of con- p^'ny. 
tinning neuter ; nor was Ihe at any lofs on whom 
to beftow her protection. Before the regent left 
X«ondon, ihe fupplied him with a confiderable fum 
of money, and engaged to fupport the king's 
authority to the utmoft of her power \ Mary, 
by her own condud, fortified this refolution, 
l^nraged at the repeated inftances of Elizabeth's 
artifice and deceit, which flie bad difcovered 
daring the progrefs of the conference, and de- 
fpairing of ever obtaining any fuccour from her, 
fce endeavoured to roqfe her own adherents in 
Scotland to arms, by imputing fuch defigns to 
lllizabeth and Murray, as could not fail to in^ 
fpire every Scotchman with indignation. Mur- 
ray, ihe pretended, had agreed to convey the 
prince her fon into England j to furrender to 
£iiubeth the places of greateft ftrength in the 
I Good, ii, 3x5. 33 J. y Ibid. 313. Carte, iii. 478. 
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kingdom; and to acknowledge the dependence 
of the Scoltifli upon the Englifli nation.. In re- 
turn for this, Murray was to be declared the law- 
ful heir of the crown of Scotland ; and, at the fame 
time, the queftion with regard to the Englifh fuc- 
ceffion was to be decided in favour of the earl of 
Hartford, who had promifed to marry one of Ce- 
cil's daughters. An account of thefe wild and chi- 
merical projefts was fpread induftrioufly among 
the Scots. Elizabeth, perceiving it was calculated 
of purpofe to bring her government into difreputa- 
tion, laboured to deftroy its effeds, by a counter- 
proclamation, and became more difgufted than ever 
with the Scottilh queen *. 
Efforts of The regent, on his return, found the kingdom 
hertnts*" in thc utmoft tranquillity. But the rage of the 
^s^tiiihim. queen's adherents, which had been fufpended in 
expectation that the conference in England would 
terminate to her advantage, was now ready to 
break out with all the violence of civil war. 
They were encouraged too by the appearance 
of a leader, whofe high quality and pretenfions 
entitled him to great authority in the nation. 
This was the duke of Chatelherault, who had 
refided for fome years in France, and was now 
fent oyer by that court with .a fmall fupply of 
money, in hopes that the prefence of the firft 
nobleman in the kingdom would ftrengtheiv the 
queen's party. Elizabeth had detained him iu 
England, for fome mqnths, under vsuiQus pre- 
tences, but was obliged at lad to fuffer him to 
." HayQca, 500. 503, See Appeacl. No. XXXI. 
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inroceed on his journey. Before his departure, ^<^^ 
Mary invefted him with the high dignity of her 
lieutenant-general in Scotland, together with the 
fantaftic title of her adopted father. . 

The regent did not give him time to form his His visor- 
party into any regular body. He affembled an dH^i^b^eaki 
army with hi« ufual expedition, and marched to k«pa'V- 
GlalgOw. The followers of Argyll and Huntly^ 
who compofed the chief part of the queen's fac- 
tion, being feated in comers of the kingdom very 
diilant from each other, and many of the duke's 
dependants having been killed or taken in the 
battle of Langfide, the fpirit and ftrength of his 
adherents were totally broken, and an accommo- 
dation with the regent was the only thing which 
could prevent the ruin of his eflate and vafTals. 
This was eife£ted without difficulty, and on no un* 
reafonable terms. The duke promifed to acknow* 
ledge the authority both of the king and of the re* 
gent ; and to claim no jurifdi&ion in confequence 
of the commiiEon which he had received from the 
queen. The regent bound himfelf to repeal the 
a£t which had paiTed for attainting feveral of the 
queen's adherents ; to reftore all who would fub- 
mit to the king's government to the pofleffion of 
their eftates and honours ; and to hold a con* 
vention, wherein all the differences between the 
two parties ihould be fettled by mutual confent. 
The duke gave hoftages for his faithful perform- ' 
ante of the treaty; and, in token of their fin- 
cerity, he and lord Herrie^ accompanied the re- 
gent to Stirling, and vifited the young king* 
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The regent let zt liberty the prifoners taken at 
Langfide *. 
'^^^ AkGYLL and Huntly refufed to be included in 
this treaty. A fecret negociation was carrying on 
in England, in favour of the captive queen, with 
fo much fuccefs, that her affairs began to wear a 
better afpeft, and her return into her own king- 
dom feemed to be an event not very diftan8j?"^e 
French king had lately obtained fuch advantages 
over the Hugonots, that the extindion of that 
party appeared to be inevitable, and France, by 
re<:overing domeftic tranquillity, would be no 
longer prevented from protcfting her friends in 
Britain. Thefe circumftances not only influenced 
Argyll and Huntly, but made fo deep an impref- 
fion on the duke, that he appeared to be wavering 
and irrefolute, and plainly difcovered that he wifli- 
ed to evade the accomplilhment of the treaty. 
The regent faw the danger of allowing the duke 
to ihake himfelf loofe, in this manner, from his 
engagements; and inftantly formed a refolution 
equally bold and politic. He commanded his 
guards to feize Chatelherault in his own houfe in 
Edinburgh, whither he had come in order to at* 
tend the convention agreed upon j and j regardlefs 
^her of his dignity as the firft nobleman in the 
fcingdom,"iand next heir to the crown, or of the 
promifes of perfonal fecurity^" on which he had re- 
lied, comt^itted him and lordHerries prifoners to 
the caftle of Edinburgh \ A blow fo fatal and un- 

■ Cabbala, i6i. ^rawf. Mem. lo6. * Id. iiu 

]^elv. 291^. 
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€xpe&ed difpirited the party. Argyll fubtnitted to 
the king's government, and made his peace with 
the regent on very eafy terms ; and Huntly^ be- '5?^ 
ing left alone, was at lafl: obliged to lay down his 
arms* 

SooK after, lord Boyd returned into Scotland, ap"1 *«• 
and brought letters to the regent, both from the A"pro*>ofd 
£i|diii^.and Scottiih queens. A convention was l.fMa'!^',^. 
held at Perth, fai order to confider them. Eliza- i^^ 
beth's letter contained three different propofab 
with rdgard to Mary ; that ihe ihould either be re- 
fiored to the full pofleilion of her former autho* 
rity ; or be admitted to reign jointly with the king 
her fon ^ or at leaft be allowed to refide ia Scot^ 
land, in fome decent retirement, without any (hare 
In the iLdminiftration of govetiiment. Thefe over- 
tures were extorted by the impottumty of Fenelon 
the French amba0ador^ and have fome appearance 
of being favourable to the captive queeii* TTjey 
were, howeyer, perfeftly fuitabk to Elizabeth*^ 
general fyftem with regard to Scottifh affairs. 
Among propofilions fo unequal and difprdportion-» 
ate, ihe eafily faw where the choice would falU 
The two former were rejefted; and long delay J 
muft necefiarily have intervened, and many difE« 
c^ldes have arifen, before every circumftance re« 
lative to the laft could be finally adjuftcd % 

Mary, in her letter, demanded that her mar- 
riage with Bothwell Ihould b$ reviewed by the 
broper judges, and if found invalid, (hould be dif- 
^olyfd by a legal fentencc of divprce. This fetal 
I Spotfwood, t^o.'- 
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^<>^^ marriage was the principal fource of all the cala* 

*— -.-*w miiies (he had endured for two years ; a divorce 

'^^ was the only thing which could repair the injuries 

V ' her reputation had fufFered by that ftep. It was 

her intereft to have propofed it early ; and it is not 

eafy to account for her long filence with refpeft to 

K9rWks this point. Her particular motive for propofmg it 

mrry\T^s St this time began to be fo well known, that the 4j^ 

i^st!!i"" Hiand was rejedked by the convention of eftates \ 

They imputed it not fo much to any abhorrence 

of Bothwell, as to her eagernefs to conclude a 

marriage with the duke of Norfolk. 

This marriage was the objeft of that fecret ne- 
godation in England, which I have already men- 
tioned. The fertile and proje£Ung genius of Mait- 
land firft concdved this fcheme. During the con* 
ference at York, he communicated it to the duke 
himfelf, and to the bifhop of iRofs. The former 
readily clofed with a fcheme fo flattering to his 
ambition. The latter confidered it as a probable 
device for reftoring his miftrefs to liberty, and re- 
placing her on her throne. Nor was Mary, with 
whom Norfolk held a correfpondence by mean& of 
his fifter* Lady Scrope, averfe from a meafure, 
which would have^eftored her to her kingdom with 
fo much fplendour % The fudden removal of the 
conference from York to Weftminfter fufpemled, 

^ Spotfw. 23 X. In a privy council, held July 30, 1569, this 
demand was confidered j and, of fifty -one members prefent, 
only ftv^en voted to comply with the queen's requcft. Re* 
cords Priv. Counc. MS. in the Lyon Office, p. 148. 

^ Camd. 419. Haypcs, 573. State Trials, i. 73. 
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but did not break off this intrigue. Maitland and 
Rofs . were ftill the duke's prompters, and his 
agents ; and many letters and love-^tokcns were ex* '^^^ 
changed between him and the queen of Scots. 

But as he could not hope, that under an admi« cmceais it 
niftration fo vigilant as Elizabeth's, fuch an in* beiT. 
trigue could be kept long concealed, he attempted 
to deceive her by the appearance of opennefs and 
candour, an artifice which feldom fails of fuccefs. 
He mentioned to her the rumour which was fpread 
of his marriage with the Scottifli queen ; he com- 
plained of it as a groundlefs calumny ; and dif- 
claimed all thoughts of that kind, with many ex- 
preifions full of contempt both for Mary's charac- 
ter and dominions. Jealous as Elizabeth was of 
every thing relative to the queen of Scots, fhe 
feems to have credited thefe profeffions ^ But, in- 
ftead of difcontinuing the negociation, he renewed it 
with greater vigour, and admitted mto it new affo- 
eiates. Among thefe was the regent of Scotland. 
He had given great offence to Norfolk, by his 
public accufation of the queen, in breach of the 
concert into which he had entered at York. He 
was then ready to. return into Scotland. The in- 
fluence of the duke in the north of England was 
great. The carls of Northumberland and Weft- 
morland, the mod powerful noblemen in that part 
of the kingdom, threatened to revenge upon the 
regent the injuries which he had done his fove- 
reign. Murray, in order to fecure a fafe return 
into Scotland, addr^ffed himfelf to Norfolk, and, 

' Hnyncs, 574. State Trials, i. 79, 80. 
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■^®* after fome apology for his paft condiift, he iflU 
t--^,^-i^ finuated that the duke's fchetne of marrying tbei 
'^^ queen his fifter was no lefs acceptable to him 
than beneficial to both kingdoms; and that he 
vould concur with the utraoft ardour in pro- 
moting fo defirable an events Norfolk heaM 
him with the credulity natural to thofe who are 
paiBonately bent upon any defign. He wrote ta 
the tw6 earls to defift from any hoftile attempt 
againft Murray, and to that he owed his paff< 
age through the northern counties without dif- 
turbance. 
Gains the ENCOURAGED by his fucccfs iu gaining the re- 
S'eEngUfh gent, he next attempted to draw the Englifli nobles 
Bobies. ^^ approve his defign* The n?ition began to de- 
fpair of Elizabeth's marrying. Her jealoufy kept 
the queftion with regard to the right of fucceflion 
undecided. The memory of the civil wars, which 
had defolated England for more than a century, 
• on account of the difputed titles of the houfes of 
York and Lancafter, was ftill. recent, Almoft all 
the ancient noHlity had perilhed, and the nation 
itlelf had been brought to the brink of deftruftion 
in that unhappy conteft. The Scottilh quera, 
though her right of fucceffion was generally held 
to be undoubted, might meet with formidable 
competitors. She might marry a foreign and a 
popifti prince, and bring both liberty s^d reli- 
gion into danger. But, by marrying her to an 
Engliihman, a zealous proteftanty the molt pow^- 

* Anderf. iii. 54^ 
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fijl and moft univerially beloved of all the nobility; 
an eSedual remedy feemed to be provided againft 
all thefe evils. The greater part of the peers, ei- '^^^ 
ther dire^lly or tacitly, approved of it, as a falo- 
tary projed. The earls of Arundel, Pembroke^ 
Leicefter, and lord Lumley, fubfcribed a letter 
to the Scottilh queen, written vith Ldcefter'ft 
hand, in which they warmly recommended the 
match, but infifted, by way of -preliminary, oa 
Mary's promife, that {he fhould attempt nothing^ 
in confequence of her pretenfions to the Englifh 
crown, prejudical to Elizabeth, or to her pofte'- 
rity ; that fhe fhould confent to a league, offenfive 
and defcnfive, between the two kingdoms; that 
file fhould confirm the pr^ent eflablifhment of re- 
ligion in Scotland ; and receive into favour fuch of 
her fpbjeds as had appeared ia arms againft her* 
Upon her agreeing to the marriage and ratify- 
ing thefe articles, they engaged that thef EngUfli 
nobles would not only concur in redoring her im- 
mediately to her own throne, but in fecuring to 
her that of England in reverfion, Mary readilj 
confented to all thefe prqpofals, except the fecond, 
with regard to which fhe demanded fome time fot 
confulting her ancient ally the French king \ 

The whole of this negociatioti was induilriouily 
concealed from Elizabeth. Her jealoufy of the 
Scottifh queen was well known, nor could it bo 
expeded that (he would willingly come into a 
meafure, which tended fo vifibly to fave the re« 

*" Anderfon, vol. iii. 5 1 . Camb. 420. 
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ptifation, ahd to increafe the power of her rivaL 
But, in a matter of fo much confequence to the 
'^^ nation, the taking a few fteps without her know- 
ledge could hardly be reckoned criminal ; and 
while every perfon concerned, even Mary and 
Norfolk themfelves, declared that nothing fhould 
be concluded without obtaining her confent, the 
duty and allegiance of fubje&s feemed to be fully 
preferved^ The greater part of the nobles re- 
garded the matter in this light. Thofe who 
condufted the intrigue, had ferther and more 
dangerous views* They faw the advantages which 
Mary. would obtain by this treaty, to be prefent 
and certain ; and the execution of the promifes 
which flie came under, to be diftant and un- 
certain. They had early communicated their 
fcbeme to the kings of France and Spain, and 
obtained their approbation ^ A treaty concern- 
ing which they confulted foreign princes, while 
they concealed it from their own fovereign, 
could not. be deemed innocent. They hoped, 
however, that the union of fuch a number of the 
chief perfons in the kingdom would render it 
necefiary for Elizabeth to comply ; they flattered 
themfelves that a combination fo ftrong would 
be altogether irrefiftible ; and fuch was their 
confidence of fuccefs, that when a plan was con- 
certed in the north of England for refcuing 
Mary but of the hands of her, keepers, Norfolk, 
who was afraid that if (he recovered her liberty, 
her fentiments in his favour might change, ufed 

^ AnderT. toL iii. 63. 
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all his intereft to diffuade the confpirators from ^^ y^^ 
attemp^g it \ ^ — ^-^^ 

In tms fituation did the "affair retiiaitt, when .'^^^' 
lord Boyd arrived from England; and,^ befides 
the letters which he produced publicly, brought 
others in cyphers from Norfolk and Throkmorton 
to the regent, and to Maitland. Thefe were 
full of the mofl fanguine hopes. All the nobles 
. of England concurred, faid they, in favouring 
the defign. Every preliminary was adjufted ; nor 
was it poilible that a fcheme fo deep laid, con- ' 
duded with fo much art, and fupported both by 
power and by numbers, could mifcarry, or be de- 
feated in the execution. Nothing now was want- 
ing but the concluding ceremony. It depended 
on the regent to haften that, by procuring a feu- 
tence of diKftce, which would remove the only 
obftacle that flood in the way. This was expeO:- 
ed of him, in confequence of his promife to Nori 
folk ; and if he regarded either his intereft or his 
fame^ or even his fafety, he would not fail to fulfil 
thefe engagements*. 

But the regent was now In very different cir- 
cumftances from thofe which had formerly in- 
duced him to affe£t an approbation of NoriFolk*s 
fchemes. He faw that the downfal of his own 
power muft be the firft confequence of the duke's 
fuccefs ; and if the queen, who cohfidered him 
as the chief author of all her misfortunes, fhould 
recover her ancient authority, he could never ex- 

* Camd. 420. * Hayncs, 520. Spotfw. 230. Sec 
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?DOK pea favour, nor fcarcc hope for Impunity^ No 
p^,^ wonder he declined a flep fo fatal to himfelf, and 
X569- which would have eftabliflied the grandeur of 
another on the ruins of his own. This refufal oc* 
cafioned a delay* But, as every other circum* 
fiance was fettled, the bifhop of Rofs, in the name 
of his n^iftrefs, and the duke, in perfon, declared, 
in prefence of the French ambaflador, their mutual 
confent to the marriage, and a contrad: to this pur« 
pofe was figned, and intrufted to the keeping of the 
ambaffador". 

The intrigue was now in lb ms^ny hands, that 
it could not long remain a fecret. It began to 
be whifpered at court ; and Elizabeth calling the 
4uke into her prefence, exprefTed the utmoft in- 
dignation at his condud, and charged him to lay 
afide all thoughts of profecuting fucka dangerous 
defign. Soon after Leicefter, who perhaps had 
countenanced the project with no other intention, 
revealed all the circumftances of it to the queen. 
Pembroke, Arundel, Lumley, and Throkmorton, 
were confined and examined. Mary was watched 
more narrowly than ever; »nd Haftipgs earl of 
Huntingdon, who pretended to difpute with the 
Scottifh queen her right to the fucceflion, being 
joined in commiflion with Sbrewfbury, renilered 
her imprifonment more intolerable, by the ex- 
cefs of his vigilance and rigour". The Scottiih 
regent, threatened with Elizabeth's difpleafiire, 
meanly betrayed the duke; put his letters into 
her hands, and furniflied all the intelligence in 



■ Carte, vol, iii. 486. |^ Haynes, S^Sf S^^' SS^' 53^' 
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fiis power •. The duke himfelf retired firft to bo^ok* 
Howard-houfe, and then, in contempt of the ^.^ v" ^ 
fummofis to appear before the privy council, '569» 
fled to his feat in Norfolk. Intimidated by the 
imprifonment of his affociates ; coldly received 
by his friends in that county ; unprepared for a 
rebellion; and unwilling perhaps to rebel; lie 
hefitated for fome days, and at laft obeyed a fe- 
cond call, and repaired to Windfor. He was oaoberj^ 
firft kept as a prifoner in a private houfe, and 
then fent to the Tower. After being confined 
there upwards of nine months, he was releafed 
lipon his humble fubmiflion to Elizabeth, giving 
her a promife, on his allegiance, to hold no far- 
ther correfpondence with the queen of Scots ^ 
During the progrefs of Norfolk's negociations, 
the queen^ partifans in Scotland, who made no 
doubt of their ifTuing in her reftoration to the 
throne, with an increafe of authority, were won- 
derfully elevated. Maitland was the foul of that Maitian^ 
party, and the perfon whofe aftivity and ability lyfit^ 
the regent chiefly dreaded. He had laid the 5«n«- 
plan of that intrigue which had kindled fuch 
combuftion in England. He continued to fo- 
ment the fpirit of difaflfeftion in Scotland, and 
had feduced ^from thd^ regent lord Home, Kirk- 
aldy, and feveral of his former affociates. While 
he enjoyed liberty, the regent could not reckon 
his own power fecure. For this reafon, haying 
by an artifice allured Maitland to Stirling, he 
employed captain Crawford, one of his creatures, 
f See Append. No. XXXIII. » Hapcs, 525. 597, 
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to accufe him of being accefiary to the mtirder 
of the king ; and tinder that pretence he was 
arretted and carried as a prifoner.to Edinburgh^ 
He would foon have been brought to trial, but 
was faved by the friendfliip of Kirkaldy, gover* 
nor of the caftle, who, .by pretending a warrant 
for that purpofe from the regent, got him out 
of the hands of the perfon to whofe care he was 
committed, and conduced him into the caflle, 
which from that time was entirely under Mait* 
land's command \ ^ The lofs of a place of fo 
much importance, and the defedion of a man fo 
eminent for military ikill as Kirkaldy, i)rought the 
regent into fome difreputation, for which, how- 
ei^r, the fuccefs of his ally Elizabeth, about this 
time, abundantly compenfated. 

The intrigue carried on for refl:ori(||'ihe Scot- 
tifh queen to liberty having been difcovered, and 
difappointed, an attempt was made to the fame ' 
purpofe, by force of arms ; but the iffue of it was 
not more fortunate. The earls of Northumberland 
and Weftmorland^ though little diftinguifhed by 
their perfonal abilities, were two of the moil an- 
cient and powerful of the Engliih peers. Their 
eftates in the northern counties were great, and 
they pofleffeA that influence over the inhabitants, 
which was hereditary in the popular and martial 
families of Percy and of Nevil. They were both 
attached to the popiih. religion, and difcontented 
with the court, where new men and a new fyftem 
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prevailed. Ever fince Mary's arrival in England, ^ ^9 ^ 
they had warmly efpoufed her interpft ; and zeal ^-^^z--^-' 
for popery, oppofition to the court, and commi- *^ ^* 
feration of her fufferings, had engaged them in dif- 
ferent plots for her relief. Notwithftanding the 
vigilance of her keeper, they held a clofe corre- 
fpondence with her, and communicated to her all 
their dcfigns'. They were privy to Norfolk's 
fchemes ; but the caution with which he proceeded 
did not fuit their ardour and^topetuofity. The li- 
berty of the Scottifli queen was not their fole ob- 
jeft. They aimed at bringing about a change in 
the religion, and a revolution in the government 
of the kingdom. For this reafon they folicited the 
aid of the king of Spain, the avowed and zealous 
patron of jpopery in that age. Nothing could be 
more delightful to the reftlefs fpirit of Philip, or - 
more neceifary towards facilitating his fchemes in 
the Netherlands, than the involving England in 
the confufion and miferies of a civil war. The 
duke of Alva, by his diredion, encouraged the 
two earls, and promifed, as foon as they either 
took the field with their forces, or furprifed any 
' place of ftrength, or refcued the queen of Scots, 
that he would fupply them both with money and a 
ftrong body of troops. La Mothe, the governor of 
Dunkirk, in the difguife of a failor, founded the 
ports where it would be moft proper to land. And 
Chiaplni VitelU, one of Alva's ableft officers, was 
dii^atchSi into England, on pretence of fettling 

f Haynes, $95* Murdin, 44. 62, &c. ,,. 
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BOOK fotnc commercial difFcrences ^betwecn the two na- 

v^-N-^ tions ; but in reality that the rebels might be fure 
^5^9- of a leader of experience, as foon as they ventured 

f to take arms *. 

defeated. Jhe condud pf this negociation pccafioned 

many meetings and mefTages between the twq 
earls. Elizabeth was informed of thefe; and 
though (he fufpefted nothing of their real defign^ 
Ihe concluded that they were among the number 
of Norfolk's confidepts. They were fummoned, 
tor this reafon, to repair to court. Confcious of 
guilt, and afraid of difcovery, they delayed giving 

Nov. 9. obedience. A fecond, and more peremptory 
order was iffued. This they could pot decline, 
without ihaking off their allegiance'; and, as 
no time was left for deliberation, thjgr inftantly 
ereSed their ftandard againft theif foyereigm 
The re-eftabli{hing the catholic religion } the 
fettling the order of fucceffion to th<^ crovyn j 
the defence of the ancient nobility ; were the 
motives which they alleged to juftify their re* 
bellion^ Many of the lower people Rocked to 
them with fuch arms as they could procure ; ' and, 
had the capacity of jtheir leaders been in any de* 
gree equal to the enterprife, it muft have fooi^* 
grown to b^ extremely formidable. Eli^abetli 
afted with prudence and vigour ; and was ferved 
by her fubjefts with fidelity and ardour. Oa 
the firft rumour of an infurreftion, Mary was re- 
moved to Coventry, a place of ftreng A, which 

• Carte, vol. iii. 489, 490. Camd. 421. 
! Strypc, vol. i. 547. 
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could not be taken without a regular fiege; a ^oqk 
detachment of the rebels, which was fent to '^^^.^■*-/ 
refcue her, returned without fuccefs. Troops '^^^* , 
were affembled in different parts of the king- 
dom ; as they advanced, the malcontents re- 
tired. In their retreat their numbers dwindled 
away, and their fpirits funk. Defpair and uncer- 
tainty whither to dire£t their flight; kept to- 
gether for fome time a fmall body of them 
among the mountains of Northumberland; but 
Aey were at length obliged to difperfe, and the 
chiefs took refuge among the Scottifli borderers. 
The two earls, together with the countefs of Dcc.ai. 
Northumberland, wandering for fome days in 
the waftes of Liddifdale, were plundered by the 
banditti, expofed to the rigour of the feafon, 
and left deftitute of the neceffaries of life. Weft- 
morland was concealed by Scott of Buccleugh 
and Ker of Femiherft,. and afterwards convey- 
ed into the Netherlands. Northumberland was 
feized by the regent, who had marched with fome 
troops towards the borders, to prevent any im- 
preffion the rebels might make ^ thofe mutinous 
provinces '". 

Amidst fo many furprifmg events, the af- chuich a^ 
fairs of the church, for two years, have almoft 
efcaped our notice. Its general affemblies were 
held regularly ; but no bufinefs of much import- 
ance employed their attention. As the num- 
ber of the proteftant clergy daily increafed, the 
deficiency of the funds fet apart for their fub- 

"^ Cabbala^ 171. Camd. 422. 
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fiftence, became greater, apd was more fenfibly 
.{(^ Many efforts were made towards recovering 
the ancient patrimony of the church, or at leafl: as 
much of it as was poffeffed by the popifc incum. 
bents, a race of men who were now not pnly ufe- 
lefs but burdenfome to the nation. But though the 
manner in which the regent received the addreffes 
and complaints of the general alfemblies, was very 
different from that to which they had been accuf- 
tomed, no effedual remedy was provided ; and 
while they fuffered intolerable oppreffion, and groan- 
ed under extreme poverty, fair words, and liberal 
promifes, were all they were able to obtain "". 
EiizVJe^h Elizabeth now began to be weary of keeping 

reiuives to fuch a prifoner as the queen of Scots. During the 
Mi»y w former year, the tranquillity of .her government 
the regent, j^^^ ^^^^ difturbcd, firfl by a fecret combination of 
fome of her nobles, then by the rebellion of others ; 
and fhe often declared, j)iot without reafon, that 
Mary was the hidden caufe of both. Many of her. 
own fubjefts favoured or pined the captive queen j 
the Roman catholic princes on the continent were 
warmly intereftedJn her caufe. Xhe detaining her 
any longer in England, {he forefaw, would be made 
the pretext or occafion of perpetual cabals and in- 
furreftions among the former ; and might expofe 
her to the hoftile attempts of the latter. She re* 
folved, therefore, to give up Mary }nto the hands of 
the regent, aft^r ftipulating with him, not only that 
her days fhould not be cut fliort, either by a judi- 
cial fentence or by fecret violence, but that fhe. 
I Cald. vol. ii. 80, &c. 

fhould 
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fbpuld be treated in a itllnner fuited to her rank ; 
and, in order to fecure bis obfervance of this, Hki 
required that fix of the chief noblemen in the king* '^^^ 
dom Ihould be fent into England as boftages^^ 
With refped: to- the fafe cqftody of the queen, ihe 
relied on Murray's vigilance, iwhofe fecuricy, no 
Icfs than her ovm, depended on preventing Mary 
from re-afcending the throne. The negociation 
for this purpofe was carried fome length, when 
it was difcovered by the vigilance of the bifliop of 
Rofs, who, together with the French and Spanifli 
ambaC^dors, remonflrated againil the infamy qf 
fuch an afition, and reprefented the furrendering 
the queen to her rebellious fubjefks, to be the fame 
thing as if Elizabeth ihould, by her own authority, 
condemn her to inftant death. This procured a 
delay ; and the murder of the regent prevented the 
revival of that defign *. 

' Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh was the perfon who B«t iie if 
committed this barbarous aftion. He had been '^^^ **^ 
condemned to death foon after the battle of Lang- 
fide, as I have already related, and owed his life to 
the regent's clemency. But part of his eftate had 
been beftowed upon one of the regent's favourites, 
who feisjed his houfe, and turned out his wife 
naked, in a cold night, into the open fields, 
where, before next n^orning, fhe became furioufly 
mad. This injury made a deeper impreflion upon 
hina than the benefit which he had received, and 
from that moment he vowed to be revenged upon 

^ Haynes, 524. 

* Cane> vqL iii. 491. Anderf. vol. Hi. 84. 
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the regent. Party^rage ftrengthened and inflamed 
hts private refentment. His kinfmen the Hamil- 
*^^^ tons applauded the enterprife. The maxims of 
that age juftified the moft defperatc courfe which 
he could take to obtain vengeance. He followed . 
the regent for fome time, and watched for an op- 
portunity to ftrike the blow. He refolved at laft 
to wait till his enemy ftiould arrive at Linlithgow, 
through which he was to pafs in his way from Stir- 
ling to Edinburgh. He took his ftand in a wooden 
gallery, which had a window towards the ftreet ; 
fpread a feather-bed on the floor, to hinder the 
noiCe of his feet from bdng heard; hung up a 
black cloth behind him, that his'fhadow j[night not 
be obferved from without ; and after all this pre- 
■ paration, oilmly expefted the regent's approach, 
who had lodged during the night i^ a part of the 
^ town not far diftant. Some indiflindk information 
of the danger which threatened him had been con- 
veyed to the regent, and he paid fo much regard 
to it, that he refolved to return by the fame gate 
through which he had entered, and to fetch a com- 
pafs round the town. But as the crowd about the 
gate was great, and he himfeif unacquainted with 
fear, he proceeded diredtly along the ftreet j and 
the throng of the people obliging him to move 
very flowly, gave the aflaffin time to take fo true 
an aim, that he ihot him with a fingle bullet 
through the lower part of his belly, and killed the 
horfe of a gendeman who rode on his other fide* 
His followers in/lantly endeavoured to break into 
the houfe whence the blow had come, but they 
4 found 
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found the door ftrongly barricaded ; and before it 
could be forced open, Hamilton had mounted a 
jBeet horfe, which ftood ready for him at a back- '^^**' 
paffage, and was got far beyond their reach. The 
regent died the fame night of his wound *. 

There is no perfon in that age about whom "^ '''**• 

hiftorians have been more divided, or whofe cha* 

rafter has been drawn with fuch oppofite colours. 

Perfonal intrepidity, military (kill, Cagacity^ and 

vigour in the adminidration of civil affaits, are 

virtues, which even his enemies allow him to have 

poflefled in an eminent degree. His moral quali* 

ties are more dubious, and ought neither to be 

pra^fed nor cenfuVed without great referve, and 

many difUndions. In a fierce age he was capable 

of ufing vidory with humanity, and of treating 

the yanquifhed with moderation. A patron . of 

learning, which, among martial nobles, was either 

unknown, or defpifed. Zealous for religion, to a 

degree which diftinguifhed him, even at a time 

when profeffions of that kind were not uncommon. 

His confidence in his friends was extreme, and in* 

ferior only to his liberality towards them, which ' 

knew no bounds. A difinterefted pajfSon for the 

liberty of his country, prompted him to oppofe 

the pernicious fyftem which the princes of Lorrain 

had obliged the queen-mother to purfue. On 

Mary*s return into Scotland he ferved her with a 

zeal and affection, to which he facrificed the friend- 

fliip of thofe who were moft attached to his perfon. 

But, on the other hand, his ambition was immo- 

\ Buchan, 385. Crawf. Mem. 124. Cabbalai 171. 

derate J 



fiiS THE HISTORY, 8cc. 

derate; and events happened that opened to him 
vaft projefts, which allured his enterprifirig genius, 
. '^^*^ and led him to anions inconfiftent with the duty 
of a fubjeft. His treatment of the queen, to 
whofe bounty he was fo much indebted, was un- 
brotherly and jungrateful. The dependence on 
Elizabeth, under which he brought Scotland, was 
difgraceful to the nation. He deceived and be- 
trayed Norfolk with a bafenefs imworthy of a maa 
of honour. His elevation to fuch unexpefted 
dignity infpired him with new paffions, with 
haughtinefs and referve j and inftead of his natu-t 
ral manner, which was blunt and open, he affe&ed 
the arts of diflimulation sijid refinement. Fond, 
towards the end of his life, of flattery, and impa- 
tient of advice, his creatures, by foothing his 
Tanity, led him aftray, while his ancient friends 
ftood at a diftance, and predicted his approadiing 
fell. But amidft the turbulence and ponfufion of 
that faftious period, he difpenfed juflice with fo 
much impartiality, he repreffed the licentious bor- 
derers with fo much courage, and eftablilhed fuch 
' uncommon order and tranquillity in the country, 
that his adminiftration was extremely popular, and 
he was long and afFeftionately remembered among 
the commons, by the name of the Good RegeJiU 
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BOOK VI. 

THE unexpeded blow, by which the re- book 
gent was cut oflf, ftruck the king's party i_ ^^ 
with the utmoft confteraation. Elizabeth be- pJ^^®* 
wailed his death as the moil fatal difafter which occafioned 
could have befallen her kingdom ; and. was in- gem'^dcaiii. 
confolable to a degree that little fuited her dig- 
nity. Mary's adherents exulted, as if now her 
reftoration were not only certain, but near at 
hand. The in&my of the crime naturally fell on 
thofe who. expreffed fuch indecent joy at the 
commiflion of it; and as the aliaflin made his 
efcape on a horfe which belonged to lord Claud 
Hamilton, and fled direCUy to Hamilton, where 
he was received in triumph, it was concluded 
that the regent had fallen a facrifice to the re- 
fentment of the queen's party, rather than to the 
revenge of a, private man. On the day after the 
. . murder. 
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murder, Scott of Buccleugli, and Ker of Femi- 
herft, both zealous abettors of the queen^s caufe, 
*5^^ entered England in an hoftile manner, and plun- 
dered and burnt the country, the inhabitants of 
which expefted no fuch outrage. If the regent 
had been alive, they tVouId fcarce have ventured 
on fuch an irregular incurfion, nor could it well 
have happened fo foon after his death, unlefs they 
had been privy to the crime. 

This was not the only irregularity to which the 
anarchy that followed the regent's death gave oc- 
cafion. During fuch general confufion, men hoped 
for univerfal impunity, and broke out into ex- 
steps taken ccffcs of cvery kind. 4s it was impoflible to re- 
Sngan- ^^ain thefe without a fettled form of govern- 
other r«- ment, a convention of the nobles was held, in or-> 
Feb.' 12. der to deliberate concerning the eleftion of a re- 
gent. The queen's adherents refufed to be pre- 
fent at the meeting, and protefted againft its pro- 
ceedings. The king's own party was irrefolute 
and divided in opinion. Maitland, whom Eirk- 
aldy had fet at liberty, and who obtained from the 
nobles then aifembled a declaration acquitting him 
of the crime which had been laid to his charge, 
endeavoured to bring about a coalition of the two 
parties, by propofing to admit the queen to the 
joint adminiftration of government with her fon, 
Elizabeth, adhering to her ancient fyftem with re- 
gard to Scottifh affairs, laboured, notwithftandirig 
the folicitatiqjis of Mary's friends *, to mukiply, 
and to perpetuate the fadions, which, tore in pieces* 
• See Appeftdix, No. XXXIV. 

the 
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the kingdonu Rando^Ji, whoiaflie' cWpatched ^y^^*^ 
into Scotland on the firft news of the regent's s^^r*^ 
death, and who was her ufual agent for fuch fer- *^^ 
vices, found all parties fo exafperated by mutual 
injuries, and fo full of if reconcilable rancour, that 
it coft him little trouble to-inflame their animofity. 
The convention broke up without coming to any 
agreement ; and a new meeting, to which the 
nobles of all parties were invited, was appointed 
on the firfl of May \ 

Meantime, Maitland and Kirkaldy, who ftill Acoantwo 
continued to acknowledge the king^s authority, at»m^ 
were at the utmoft pains to reftore fome degree of "****^ 
harmony among their ^countrymen. They pro- 
cured for this purpofe, an amicable conference 
among the leaders of the two fadions. But while 
the one demanded the reftoration of the queen, as 
the only thing which could re-eftabli(h the public 
tranquillity $ while the other efteemcd the king's 
authority to be fo facred, that it was, on lio ac- 
count, to be called in queftion or impaired j and 
neither of them would recede in the lead point 
from their opinions, they feparated without any 
profpeQ: of concord. Both wer^ rendered more 
averfe from reconcilement, by the hope of foreign ' 
^d. An envoy arrived from France with promife* 
of powerful fuccour to the queen's adherents ; and 
as the civil wars in that kingdom feemed to be on 
the point of terminating in peace, it was expefte^ 
that Charles would foon be at liber%^ to fulfil what 

I Crawf. Mem. 131. Calderw. ii. i^;;. 

he 
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he j^romiibd; On the other hahd^ the earl of SuC- 
fex was affembling a powerful army on the borders, 
and its operations could not fail of adding fpirit 
and ftrength to the king's party \ 
Queen's Though the attempt towards a coalition of the 

party in ^ ^ '^ ^ 

.i»omffionof faftions proved inefFeftual, it contributed fomc- 
'" ^^ ' what to moderate or fufpend their rage j but they 
foon began to a£t with their ufual violence. Mor- 
ton, the moft vigilant and able leader on the king's 
fide, folicited Elizabeth to interpofe, without de- 
lay, for the fafety of a party fo devoted to her in- 
tereft, and which ftood fo much in need of her 
affiftance. The chiefs of the queen's fadtions, af- 
fembling at Linlithgow, siarched thence to Edin- 

ApnJ id* burgh J and Kirkaldy, who was both governor of 
the caftle and provoft of the town, prevailed on 
the citizenSj^ though with fome difficulty, to admit 
them within the gates. Together with Kirkaldy>- 
the earl of Athole, and Maitland, acceded almoft 
openly to their patty ; and the duke and lord Her- 
ries, having recovered liberty by Kirkaldy's fa- 
vour, refumed the places which they had formerly 
held in their councils. Encouraged by the acquifi- 
tion of perfons fo illuftrious by their birth, or fo 
eminent for their abilities, they publifhed a pro* 
clamation, declaring their intention to fupport the 
queen's authority, and feemed refolved not to leave 
the city before the meeting of the approaching 
convention, in which, by their numbers and influ- 
ence, they did .not doubt of fecuring a majority of 
voices on their fide **• , 

I Crawf. Mem. 134. ^ Ibid. 137. Cald. ii. 176. 

^ I At 
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At the fame time they had formbed a defign' of- ^9^^ 
kindling war between the two kingdoms. If they ^^^^^ l '-^^' 
coiild engage them in hoftilities, and revive their EndVavour 
ancient emulation and antipathy, they hoped, not Jjj^^^^® 
only-to diflblve a confederacy of great advantjage in a war ; 
to the king's caufe, but to reconcile their countryt i^a, 
men to the queen, Elizabeth's natural and mc^ 
dangerous rival. With this view they had, imme* 
diately after the murder of the regent, prompted 
Scott and Ker to commence hoflilities, and had 
fince inftigated them to continue and extend their 
depredations. As Elizabeth forefaw, on the one 
hs^nd, the; dangerous confequences of rendering 
this a national quarrel ; and refolved, on the others 
not to fuffer fuch an infult on her government td 
pafs mth impunity ; ihe iflued a proclamation, de- 
claring that ihe imputed the putrs^es which had 
been committed on the borders not to the Scottifli 
nation, buf Jto a few defperate and ill-defigning 
perfonsj that, with the former, fhe was refolved 
to maintain an inviolable friendfhip, whereas the 
duty which H^ owed to her own fubjeds obliged 
her to clwftife the liqentiouftlefs of the latter*; 
Suffex ^nd Scrope accordingly entered Scotland; 
the iope on the jeaft, the other on the weft borders; 
and laid wafte the adjacent countries with fire and 
fword^ Fame magnified the number and pro- 
grefs of their troops, and Mstry's adherent^, not 
thinking themfelves fafe in Edinburgh, the inha- 
bitants whereof iwrere ill-alfeftcd to their caufe, re- ' 
tired to LihUlfagow. There; by a public procla- April i2. 

\ * • Caldifrw. ii. i8i. * Cabbala, 174. 
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'v?^ mation, they ^fferted the queen's authority, and 
V— ^^'■— ^ forbad giving obedience to any but the duke, or 
'^^' the earls of Argyll and Huntly, whom fhe had 
conftituted her lieutenants in the kingdom. 
Kmg't "Phe nobles who continued faithful to the king, 

£dinbutiK>>» though condderably weakened by the defedion of 
***^ '• fo many of their friends, aflembled at Edinburgh 
on the day appointed. They iffued a counter-pro- 
clamation, declaring fuch as appeared for the queen 
enemies of their country ; and charging them with 
the murder both of the late king and of the re- 
gent. They could not, however, prefume fo much 
on their own ftrength as to venture either to eleft 
a regent, or to take the field againfl; the queen's 
party ; but the afliftance which they received from 
Elizabeth, enabled them to do both. By her or- 
der fir William Drury marched into Scotland, with 
a thoufand foot and three hundred horfe; the 
king's adherents joined him with a confiderable 
body of troops, and advancing towards Glafgow, 
where the adverfe party had already begun hoftili* 
ties by attacking the caflle, they forced them to 
retire, plundered the neighbouring country, which 
belonged to the Hamiltons, and, after feizing fome 
of their caftles, and rafing others, returned to EcUn- 
burgh. 
Motives of Under Drury's protefHon, the earl of Lennox 
eondua returned into Scotland. It was natural to commit 
tt! them.'' the government of the kingdom to htm during the 
minority of his grandfon. His illuftrious birth, 
and alliance with the royal family of England, as 
well as of Scotland, rendered him worthy of th)it 

h(»our* 
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honour. His refentnient s^inft Mary bdug in> 
placable, and his eftate lying in England, and his 
£imily refiding there, Elizabeth confidered him as '^'^* 
a man who, both from inclination and from in^ 
terefl, would a& in concert with her, and ardently 
wifhed that he might fucceed Murray in the office 
of regent. But, on many accounts, ihe did not 
think it prudent to difcover her own fentiments, or 
to favour his preteniions too openly. The civil 
wars in France, which had been excited partly by 
real zMid partly by pretended zeal for religion, and 
carried on with a fiercenefs that did it real dilho- 
nour, appeared now to be on the point of coming 
to an ilTue; and after ihedding the bed blood, and 
walling the richeft provinces in the kingdom, 
both parties defired peace with an ardour that fad" 
Utated the negociations which were carrying on for 
that purpofe. Charles IX. was known to be a pa&- 
fionate admirer of Mary's beauty. l!<^or could he, ' 
in honour, fuflfer a queen of France, and the moft 
ancient ally of his crown, to languiih in her prefent 
cruel fituation, without attempting to procure her 
relief. He had hitherto been obliged tp fatisfy 
himfelf with remonftrating, by his ambafladors, 
againft the indignity with which (he had > been 
treated. But if he were once at full liberty to pur- 
fue his inclinations, Elizabeth would have every 
thing to dread from the impetuofity of his temper 
and the power of his arms. It therefore became 
neceflary for her to zQt with fome referve, and not 
to appear avowedly to countenance the choice of a 
regent, in contempt of Mary's a^uthoiity. Tjie 

Y 2 jealouff 
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* %? ^ - j^^^^fy ^"^ prejudices of the Scots required nd 
't ^ . v ^ -i*^ ' lefs management. Had Ihe openly fupported Len- 
*5?*- nox's claim ; had fhe recommended him to the 
convention, as the candidate of whom Ihe ap- 
proved; this might have rouf(?d the independent 
fpirit of the nobles, and by too plain a difcovery 
lof. her intention, Ihe might have defeated its fuc- 
cefs. For thefe reafons flie heiitated long, and 
returned ambiguous anfwers to all the meffages 
which Ihe received from the king's party. A 
more expEcit declaration of her fentiments was at 
kit obtained, and an eveint of an extraordinary na- 
ture feems to have been the occafion of it. Pope 
Pius V. having iffued a bull, whereby he excom- 
municated Elizabeth, deprived her of her king- 
dom, and abfolved her fubjeds from their oath of 
allegiance, Felton, an Engli(hman, had the bold- 
nefs to affix it on the gates of the bifhop of Lon- 
don's palace. In former ages, a pope, moved by 
. his owii ambition, or pride, or bigotry, denounced 
this fatal fentence againft the moft powerful mo- 
narchs ; but as the authority of the court of Rome 
wa& 1310W lefs regarded, its proceedings were more 
carious; and it was only when they were roufed 
by fome powerful prince, that the thunders of the 
cnorch were ever heard. Elizabeth, therefore, 
imputed this ftep, which the pope had taken, to a 
combination of the Roman catholic princes againft 
her, and fufpeSed that fome plot was formed in 
favmn: of the Scotttifh queen. Ih that event, (he 
knew that the fafety of her own kingdom depend- 
ed on prefervi&g her influence in Scotland } and in 
c order 
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order to ftrengthen this, flie renewed her promifda 
of protefting the king's adherents, encouraged 
them to proceed to the eleftion of a regent, and ^^^^ 
even ventured to point out the earl of Lennoit, a» 
the perfon who had the beft title. That honour was 
accordingly conferred upon him, in a convention, 
of the whole party, held on the I2th of July «. 

The regent's firft care was, to prevent the V'l"? 

r 1 !• 1-1 eleftcd re- 

meeting of the parhament, which the queen s party gent. 
had futnmoned to convene at Linlithgow. Having 
effefted that, he marched againft the earl of Hunt*, 
ly, Mary's lieutenant in the north, and forced the- 
garrifon which he had placed in Brechin to furren- 
der at difcretion. Soon after, he made hinifelf 
mafter of foxe other caftles. Emboldened by this. 
fuccefsful beginning of his adminiftration, as well 
as by the appearance 'of a confiderable army, with 
which the earl of Suflex hovered on the borders, 
he deprived Maitland of his office of fecretary, 
and proclaimed him, the duke, Huntly, and other 
leaders of the queen's party, traitors and enemies 
of their country **. 

In this defperate fituation of their affairs, the Mary»s ad- 
queen's adherents had recourfe to the king of gocirtewti 
Spain \ with whom Mary had held a clofe corre- ^^*'"* 
fpondence ever fince her confinement in England* 
They prevailed on the duke of Alva to fend two 
of his officers to take a view of the country, and 
to examine its coafts and harbours ; and obtained 
from them a fmall fupply of money and arms,, 

« Spotfw. 240. Cald. ii. 186. See Append. No. XXXV. 
^ Qrawf. Mem. 159. Cald. ii. 19S. ' See Append. No. XXXVI, 
y 3 which 
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vhich were fent to the earl of Huntly \ But this 
aid, fo difproportipnate to their exigencies, would 
have 9vsuled them little. They were indebted for 
thdr'fafety to a treaty which Elizabeth was carry- 
ing on, under colour of reftoring the captive queen 
to her throne. The firft fteps in this negodation 
had been taken in the month of May ; but hither- 
to little progrefs was made in it. The peace con- 
cluded between the Roman catholics and hugonotg 
an France, and her apprehenfions that Charles 
would interpofe with vigour in behalf of his fifter^r 
in-law, quidcened Elizabeth's motions. She af- 
fe&ed to treat her prifoner with more indulgence, 
flie liftened more gradoufly to the folicitations of 
ibrdgn ambafiadors in her favour, and feemed fully 
determined to replace her on the throne of her an- 
ceftors. As a proof of her iincerity, (he laboured 
to procure a ceflation of arms between the two 
contending fadions in Scotland. Lennox, elated 
with the good fortune which had hitherto attended 
his adminiftration, and flattering hiinfdf with an 
cafy triumph over enemies whofe eftates were 
wailed, and thdr forces difpirited, refiifed for 
fome time to come into this meafure. It was not 
lafe for him, however, to difpute the will of his 
prote&refs. A ceflation of hoftilities during two 
months, to commence on the third of September, 
was agreed upon ; and, bdng renewed from time 
to time, it continued till the firft of April next 
year^. 

^ Aoderf. iii. laiH Crawf. Mem, 153. * Spotfw. 243. 
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SooK after, Elizabeth difpatched Cecil and fir 
Walter Mildmay to the queen of Scots. The dig* 
liity of thefe ambafladors, the former her prime ^^^^' 
xninifter, the latter chancellor of the exchequer, 
and one of her ableft counfeilors^ convinced all 
parties that the negociation was ferious, and that 
the hour of Mary's liberty was now approaching* 
The propofitions which they made to her were 
advantageous to Elizabeth, but fuch as a prince in 
Mary's (Ituation had reafon to exped. The ratifi* 
cation of the treaty of Edinburgh ; the renouncing 
any pretenfions to the Englifli crown, daring £U« 
zabeth's own life, or that of her poderity ; the ad* 
hering to the alliance between the two kingdoms } 
the pardoning her fubjeds who had taken arms 
againft her ; and her promiiing to hol4 no corre* 
fpondence, and to countenance no enterprife, that 
might difturb Elizabeth's government *, were among 
the chief articles. By way of fecurity for the ac* 
complifliment of thefe, they demanded that fome 
perfons of rank ihould be given as hoitages, that 
the prince her fon fhould refide in England, and 
that a few caftles on the border fhould be put into 
Elizabeth's hands. To fome of thefe propofidons 
Mary confi^ted; fome fhe endeavoured to miti* 
gate; and others flie attempted to evade. In the 
mean time, fhe tranfmitted copies of them to the 
pope, to the kings of France and Spain, and to * 
the duke of Alva. She infinuated that, without 
fome timely and vigorous interpofition in her be* 
half, fhe would be obliged to accept of thefe har4 
conditions, and to purchafe liberty at any price. 
Y4 Buj 
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But the pope was a diftant and feeble ally, and by 
his great efibrts at this time agaiiift the Turks, his 
^^70. treafury was entirely exhaufted. Charles had al- 
ready begun to meditate that confpiracy againft 
the hugoiiots, which marks his reign with fuch in- 
ferny ; and it required much leifure, and perfeft 
franquillity, to bring that execrable plan to matu- 
rity. Philip Was employed in fitting out that fleet 
which acquired fo much renown to the Chriftian 
arms, by the viftory over the infidds at Lepanto ; 
the Moors in Spain threatened an infurredion; 
and his fubjeds in the Netherlands, provoked by 
much oppreffion and many indignities, were break- 
ing out into open rebellion. All of them, for 
thefe different reafons, advifed Mary, without de- 
pending on Iheir aid, to conclude the treaty on the 
beft terms (he could procure ". 
Elizabeth's Mary accordmgly confented to many of Eliza- 
tbe condia beth^s demands, and difcovered a facility of difpo- 
^^"* fition, which promifed flill further conceflions/ 

But no conceffion fhe could have made, would have 
fatisfied Elizabeth, who, in fpite of her repeated 
J)rofeffion8 of fincerity to foreign ambaffadors, and 
notwith(landing the folemnity with which fhe car- 
tied on the treaty, had no other objeCt in it, than 
to amufe Mary's allies, and to gain time ". After 
having fo long treated a queen, who fled Jo her for 
refuge, in fo ungenerous a manner, fhe could not 
now difnrifs her with fafety. Under all the difad- 
vantages of a rigorous confinement, Mary had 
found means to excite commotions in England, 

* Anderf. vol. Hi. 119, 120. ;; Digges, Gompl. Amb. 78. 
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which were extremely formidable. What defpe- 
rate effeds of her juft refentment might be ex- 
pefted, if (he were fet at liberty, and recovered her '^'°* 
former power? What engagements could bind 
her not to revenge the wrongs which (he had 
fuffered, nor to take advantage of the favourable 
conjunftures that might prefent themfelves ? Was it 
poffible for her to give fuch fecurity for her beha- 
viour, in times to come, as might remove all fuf- 
picions and fears ? And was there not good caufe 
to conclude, that no future benefits could ever 
obliterate the memory of pad injuries? It was 
thus Elizabeth reafoned ; though flie continued to 
aft as if her views had been entirely different. She 
appointed feven of her privy counfellors to be 
jcommiflioners for fettling the articles of the treaty ; 
and, as Mary had already named the bifhops of 
Rofs and Galloway, and lord Levingfton, for her 
ambarfadors, Ihe required the regent to impower 
proper perfons to appear in behalf of the king. 
The e?irl of Morton, Pitcairn abbot of Dumferm- 
ling, and fir James Macgil, were the perfons »S7i. 
chofen by the regent. They prepared for their 
journey as flowly as Elizabeth herfelf could have 
wiflied. At length they arrived at London, and 
met the commiffioners of the two queens. Mary's Feb. 19. 
ambaffadors difcovered the ftrongell inclination to 
comply with every thing that would remove the 
obftacles which ftood in the way of their miftrefe'is 
liberty. But when Morton and his aflbciates were 
called upon to vindicate -their conduct, and to ex- . 
plain the fentiments of their party, they began, in 

juftification 
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julHfication of their treatment of the queen, to 
advance fuch maxims concerning the limited 
powers of princes, and the natural right of fubjedts 
to refift and to control them, as were extremely 
(hocking to Elizabeth, whofe notions of regal pre- 
rogative, as has been formerly obferved, were 
very exalted. With regard to the authority which 
the king now pofieiTed, they declared that they 
neither had, nor could poflibly receive inflrudions, 
to confent to any treaty that tended to fubvert, or 
even to impair it in the leaft degree % Nothing 
could be more trifling and ridiculous, than fuch a 
reply from the commiflioners of the king of Scots 
to the queen of England. His party depended 
abfolutely on her protedion ; it was by perfons 
devoted to her he had been feated on the throne, 
and to her power he owed the continuance of his 
reign. With the utmoft eafe flie could have 
brought them to hold very different language ; and 
whatever conditions (he might have thought fit to 
prefcribe, they would have had no other choice but 
to fubmit. This declaration, however, fbe affeded 
to confider as an infuperable difEculty ; and finding 
that there was no reafon to dread any danger from 
the French king, who had not difcovered that 
eagemefs in fupport of Mary which was expeded^ 
March 24. the reply made by Morton fumifhed her with a 
pretence for putting a ftop to the negociation, until 
th^ regent Ihould fend ambaffadors with more 
ample powers. Thus, after bdng amufed for ten 
months with the hopes of liberty, the unhappy 
"* .• CakU is. ft34. Digger ji. Hayocs, 523, 524. 
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queen of Scots remained under ftrifler cuftody 
than ever, and without any profped of efcaping 
from it ; while thofe fubjefts who ftill adhered to '^^"' 
her were expofed, without ally or prote&or, to 
the rage of enemies, whom their fuccefs in this 
negociation rendered ftill more infolent ^ 

On the day after the expiration of the truce, J^'l"^^^ 
which had been obferved with little exadnefs on pnfcdbytot 
cither fide, captain Crawford of Jordan-hill, a '^*'"^ 
gallant and enterpri(ing officer, performed a fervice 
of great importance to the regent, by furprifing 
the caftle of Dunbarton. This was the only for- 
diied place in the kingdom, of which the queen had 
kept pofleffion ever fmce the commencement of 
the civil wars. Its fituation on the top of an high 
and almoft inaccefiible rock, which rifes in the • 
middle of a plain^ rendered it extremely ftrong, 
and, in the opinion of that age, impregnable ; as 
it commanded the river Clyde it was of great coh- 
fequence, and was deemed the moft proper place in 
the kingdom for landing any foreign troops that 
might come to Mary's aid. The ftrength of the 
place rendered lord Fleming, the governor, more 
fecure than he ought to have been, confidering its 
importance. A foldier who had ferved in the 
garrifon, and had been difgufted by fome ill ufage, 
propofed the fcheme to the regent, endeavoured to 
demonftrate that it was prafticable, and offered 
himfelf to go the foremoft man on the enterprife. 
It was thought prudent to rilk any danger for fo 
great a prize. Scaling-ladders, and whatever elfe 

' AndcrC iii, 91, kc. 
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^ V? ^ niight be neceflary, were prepared with the utmoft 
^^*-^>-.|*-; fecrecy and difpatch. All the avenues to the caftle 
i57t. ^gj.g feized,' that no inteUigence of the defign 
might reach the governor. Towards evening 
Crawford marched from Glafgow with a fmall but 
determined band. By midnight they arrived at the 
bottom of the rock. The moon was fet, and the 
Iky, which hitherto had been extremely clear, was 
covered with a thick fog. It was where the rock 
was higheft that the affailants made their attempt, 
becaufe in that place there were few fentinels, and 
they hoped to find them ieaft alert. The firft 
ladder was fcarcely fixed, when the weight and 
eagernefs of thofe who mounted, brought it to the 
ground. None of the affailants were hurt by the 
fall, and none of the garrifon alarmed at the noife. 
Their guide and Crkwford fcrambled up the rock, 
and faftened the ladder to the roots of a tree which 
grew in a cleft. This place they all reached with 
the utmoft difficulty, but were llill at a great dif- 
tance from the foot of the wall. Th^ir ladder was. 
made faft a fecond time ; but in the middle of the 
afcent, they met with an unforefeen difficulty. One 
of their companions was feized with fome fudden fit, 
and clung, feemingly without life, to the ladder. 
All were at a ftand. It was impoffible to pafs him. 
To tumble him headlong was cruel ; and might 
occafion a difcovery. But Crawford's prefence of 
mind did not forfake him. He ordered the^foldier 
to be bound faft to the ladder, that he might not 
fall when the fit was over j and turning the other 
fide of the ladder, they mounted with eafe over 

his, 
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his bdly. Day now began to break, and there ftitt 
remained a high wall to fcale ; but after furmount- 
ing fo many great difficulties, this was foon accTom- 
plifhed. A fentry obferved the firft man who ap- 
peared on the parapet, and had juft time to give 
the alarm, before he was knocked on the head. The 
officers and foldiers of the garrifon ran out naked, 
unarmed, and more folicitous about their own 
fafety, than capable of making refiftalice. The 
affailants rufhed forwards, with repeated fhouts 
and with the utmoft fury ; took pofleffion of the 
magazine; fei2:ed the cannon; and turned tb^m 
againft their enemies. Lord Fleming got into a 
fmaU boat, anc^^ £ed all alone into Argylefliire. 
Crawford, in reward of his valour and good con- 
dud, remained mafler of the caftle ; and as he did 
not lofe a finglo man in the enterprife, he enjoyed 
his fuccef* with unmixed pleafure. Lady Fleming 
Verac the French envoy, and Hamilton archbifliop 
of St. Andrew's, were the prifoners of great-efl: 
diftinftion^. 

Verac'b chairader protefted him from the ufage . Aici>Mni<»p 
which he merited by his aftivity in ftirring up 
enemies againft the king. The regent treated thp 
lady with great politenefs, and humanity. But a 
very different fate awaited the archbilhop ; he was 
carried under a ftrong guard to Stirling ; and as be 
. had formerly been attainted by aft of parliament, 
he was, without any formal trial, condemned fo 
be hanged ; and, on the fourth day after he v^nas 
taken, ^the fentence was executed. An attempt 

.^ Buchan, 594.. 
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waft made to convid him of being acceiTary to the 
murder both of the king and regent, but thete 
'^^*' accufations were fupported by no proof. Our 
hiftorians obferve, that he was the firft biihop m 
Scotland who died by theliands of the executioner. 
The high offices he had enjoyed, both in church 
and (late, ought to have exempted him from a 
punifliment inilided only on the ioweft criminals* 
But his zeal for the queen, his abilities, and his 
profedion, rendered him odious and formidable to 
the king's adherents. Lennox hated him as the 
perfon by whofe councils the reputation and power 
<5f the houfe of Hamilton were fupported. Party 
rage and perfonal enmity didated that indecent fen- 
tience, for which fome colour was fought, by im- 
puting to him fuch odious crimes ^ 
KirkaMy The lofs of Dunbartou, and the fevere treat- 
cafttcof ^'* ment of the archbifhop, perplexed no lefs than they 
f/jhe"'*** enraged the queen's party; and hoftilities were 
qwen's reucwed with all the fiercenefs which difappoint- 
ment and indignation can infpire. Kirkaldy, who, 
during the truce, had taken care to increafe the 
number of his garrifon, and to provide every thing 
neceiTary for his defence, iflued a proclamation de- 
claring Lennox's authority to be unlawful and 
ufurped ; commanded all who favoured his caufe 
to leave the town within fix hours ; feized the arms 
belonging to the citizens ; planted a battery on the 
Iteeple of St. Giles'^, repaired the walls, and for- 
tified the gates^ of the ciiy ; and, though the affec- 
tions of the inhabitants leaned a different way^ held 

. ' Spotfwood^ 25 a. 
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out the metropolis againft the regent. ITie duke, ® yj| ^ 
Huntly, Home, Herries, and other chiefe of that s^^^-^ 
fa£Uon, repaired to Edinburgh with their followers; '^^*' 
and having received a fmall fum of money and 
fome ammunition from France, formed no con- 
temptible army within the walls* On the other 
fide, Morton feized Leith and fortified it ; and the 
regent joined him with a confiderable body of men. 
While the armies lay fo near each other, daily 
ikirmifhes. happened, and with various fuccefs* 
The queen's party was not ftrong enough to take 
the field againft the regent, nor was his fuperiority 
fo great as to undertake the fiege of the caftle or of 
the town *• 

SoM£ time before Edinburgh fell into the hands Both parties 
of his enemies, the regent had fummoned a par- ^aL 
liament to meet in that place. In order to prevent 
any objedUon againft the lawfulnefs of the meeting, 
the members obeyed the proclamation as exaftly 
as poifible ; and aifembled in a houfe at the head May 14. 
of the Cannongate, which, though without the 
walls, lies within the liberties of the city. Kir- 
kaldy exerted himfelf to the utraoft to interrupt 
their meeting ; but they were fo ftrongly guarded, 
that all efibrts were vain. They pafTed an ad at- 
tainting Maitland and a few others, and then ad- 
journed to the aSth of Auguft '. 

The other party, in order that their proceedings 
might be countenanced by the fame fhew of legal 
authority, held a meeting of parliament foon 
after. There was produced in this afTembly a de< . 
! Cald, ii. 133, Stc. * CrAwf. Mem. 177. 
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claradon' by the queen, of the invaKdity of that 
deed whereby fi^p had refigned the crown, and 
?^'^' confentcd to the coronation of her fon. Con- 
formable to this declaration, an ad was pafled 
pronouncing the refignation to have been extorted 
by fear ; to be null in itfelf, and in all its confe- 
quences ; and enjoining all good fubjefts to ac- 
knowledge the queen alone to be their lawful 
fovereign, and to fupport thofe who aded in her 
name. The prefent eftablifliment of the proteftant 
religion was confirmed by another ftatute ; and, in 
imitation of the adverfe party, a new meeting was 
appointed on the 26th of Auguft ". 
Mifcrabie Meanwhile all the miferies of civil war defo- 
ihrki^"^ kted the kingdom. Fellow-citizens, friends, bro- 
^"* .thers, took different Tides, and ranged themfelves 
under the ftandards of the contending fadions. In 
every county, and almoft in fevery town and vil- 
lage. King's men and ^een's men were names of 
diftinaion. Political hatred diffolved all natural 
ties, and extinguiflied the reciprocal good- will and 
confidence which holds mankind together in fociety. 
Religious zeal mingled itfelf with thefe civil dtf- 
tinSions, and contributed not a little to heighten 
and to inflame them. 
State of The faftions which divided the kingdom were, 

taaions. jj^ appearance, only two. But in both thefe there 
were perfons with views and principles fo different 
from each other, that they ought to be diftin* 
guilhed. With fome, confiderations of religion 
were predominant, and they either adhered to the 

" Crawf. Mem. 177. 
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<|ueen,/becaufe they hoped by her means to re- ^^^^^ 
eftablifli popery, or they defeijded the king's au- 
thority, as the bcft lupport of the proteftant faith. 
Among thefe the oppofition was violent and ir- 
reconcilable. Others were influenced by poli- 
tical motives only, or allured by views of inte- 
reft;' the regent aimed at uniting thefe, a^jd did 
not defpair of gaining by gentle arts many of 
Mary's adherents to acknowledge the king's au- 
thority. Maitl^nd and Kirkaldy had formed the 
fame defign of a coalition, but on fuch terms that 
the queen might be reftored to fome Ihare in the 
government, and the kingdom (hake off its depend- 
ence upon England. Morton, the ableft,xhe moft 
ambitious, and the moft powerful man of the king's 
party, held a particular courfe ; and moving only 
as he was prompted by the court of England, 
thwarted every meafure that tended towards a re- 
concilement of the faftions ; and as he ferved 
-Elizabeth with much fidelity, he derived iboth 
power and credit from her avowed proteftion. 

The time appointed by both parties, for the 

meeting of their .parliaments now approached. 

Only three^ peers and two bifhops appeared in that 

which was held in the queen's name at Edinburgh. 

But, icontempttbte as their numbers v^criif they 

paffed ^n a£l for attainting upwards of two ^>un- 

, dred of the adverfe faftion. The meeting at Stir- 

.ling wa$ numerous and fplendid. The regent had 

prevailed on the earls of Argyll, Eglinton, CaiTils, 

]^n4 lor4 Boyd, to acki^owledge the king's authp- 

;rity.; The three earls were among the moft ppwer- 
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ful nobkmen in the kingdom, and had hitherto 
been zealous in the tjueeil's caufe. Lotd Boyd 
^^^** had been one of Mar/s commiffioners at York and 
Weftminfter, and fincc that time had been admitted 
into all her mod fecret councils. But, during that 
turbulent period, the conduft of individuals, a^ 
well as the principles of faSions, varied fo often, 
that the fenfe of honour, a chief prefervative of 
confiftence in charafter, was entirely loft; and» 
without any regard to decorum, men fuddenly 
abandoned one party, and adopted all the violent 
paffions of the other. The defeftion, however, 
of fo many perfons of diftinfltion not only weaken- 
cd the queen's party, but added reputation to her 
,advcrfaries. 
The king's - Aft^r the example of the parfiament at Edini- 

pally fur- ^ \ ^ • m 

piifedin burgh, that at Stirling began with framing acls 
"* "^' * againft the oppolite faftion. But in the midft of all 
the fecurity, which confidence in their own num- 
bers or diftance from danger could infpire, they 
were awakened, early in the morning of Septem- 
5*p^j. ber the third, by. the fliouts of the enemy in the 
heart of the town. In a moment the houfes of 
every perfon of diftinftion were furrounded, and 
Wore they knew what to think of fo ftrange an 
even?, the regent, the earls of Argyll, Morton, 
Gkncaim, Caffils, Eglinton, Montrofe, Buchan, 
the lords Sempil, Cathcart, Ogilvie, were all made 
prifoners, and mounted behind troopers, who were 
ready to carry them to Edinburgh. Kt^aldy was 
the author of this daring eitterprife; and if he had 
not been mduced by the ill-timed foUdtude of hk 
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friends about his fafety^ not to ha:^ard his own per« 
fon in condufting it, that day might have, termi* 
nated the contefl: between the two faftions^ and '^^'* 
have reflored peace to his country. By his direc*^ 
tion four hundred men, under the command of 
Huntly, lord Claud Hamilton, and Scott of Buc« 
cleugh, fet oqt from Edinburgh, and, the better to 
conceal their defign, marched towards the fouth« 
But they foon wheeled to the right, and, horfes 
having been provided for the infantry, rode ftraight 
to Stirling. By four in the morning they arrived 
there } not one fentry was polled on the walls, not 
a fingle man Was awake about the place*, They 
met with no refiftance from any perfon whom 
they attempted to feize, except Morton. He de^ 
fisnding his houf^ with obilinate valour, they 
were obliged to fet it on fire, and he did not fur* 
render till forced out of it by the flames. In 
performing this, fome time was confumed; and 
the private men, unaccuitomed to regular dif* 
cipline, left their colours, and began to rifle the 
houfes and fliops of the citizens. The noife and 
uproar in the town reached the caftle. The earl 
of. Mar fallied out with thirty foldiers ; fired briikly 
upon the enemy, of whom ajmoft none but the 
dSEic&rt kept together in a body. The townfmen 
took arms to aflift their governor ; a fudden panic 
flruck the aflailants } fome fled, fome furrendere4 
themfelves to their own prifoners j and had not the 
borderers, who followed Scott, prevented a pur- 
fuit, by carrying oflf all the horfes within the place^ 
not a man would have efcaped. If the regent had 
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not unfortunately been killed, the lofs on the king's 
fide would have been as inconfiderable as the 
TheregCTt al^irm was great. Think on the archbijbop ofSu 
killed. Andrew^ s^ was the word among the queen's foU 
diers ; and Lennox fell a facrifice to his memory. 
The officer to whom he furrendered, endeavour- 
ing to proteft him, loft his own life in his defence. 
He was flain, according to the general opinion, by 
command of lord Claud Hamilton. Jf^rkaldy had 
the glory of concerting this plan with great fecrecy 
^nd prudence \ but Morton's fortunate obftinacy, 
and the want of difcipline among his troops, de- 
prived him of fuccefs, the only thing wanting to 
render this equal to the moft applauded military 
enterprifes of the kind "". 
M;»r chcfen ^s fo many of the nobles were affembled, they 
Sepr6. proceeded without delay to the elcftion of a regent, 
Argyll, Morton, and Mar, were candidates for 
the office. Mar was chofen by a majority of 
voices. Amidft all the fierce diflfenfions which 
had prevailed fo long in Scotland, he had diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by his moderation, his humanity, 
and his difintereftednefs. As his power was fkr 
inferior to Argyll's, and his abilities not fo great 
as Morton's, he was, for thefe reafons, lefs for- 
midable to the other nobles. His merit, too, in 
having fo lately refcued the leaders of the party 
from imminent deftrufUon, contributed not a little 
.to his preferment. 
f mcredinps While thefe things were carrying on in Scot- 
ajr.inii tend, the tranfaclions m England were no lels 

-^ Melv. 226. Crawf. Mem. 204. 
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interefting to Mary, and ftill more fatal to her 
caufe. The parliament of that kingdom, which 
met in April, paffed an aft, by which it was de- '^7'- 
clared to be high ti-eafon to claim any right to the 
crown during the life of the queen ; to affirm that 
the title of any other perfon was better than hers, 
or to maintain that the parliament had not power' 
to fettle and to limit the order of fucceffion. This 
remarkable ftatute was intended not only for the 
fecurity of their own fovereign, but to curb the 
reftlefs and intriguing fpirit of the Scottifh queen' 
and her adherents ^t 

At this time a treaty of marriage between Eli- Marringe 
zabeth and the duke of Anjou, the French king's betVe^i 
brother, was well advanced. Both courts feemed aild'lhe^** 
to defire it with equal ardour, and gave out, witb ^J^^-^^l 
the utmioft confidence, that it could not fail o£ 
taking place. Neither of them, however, wiflied 
it fuccefs ; and they encouraged it fpr no other end,- 
but becaufe it ferved to cover or to promote their- 
particular defigns* The whole policy of Catherine 
of Medicis was bent towards the accomplifliment 
of her deteftable pi'ojeO; for the deftrudion of the 
Hugonot chiefs ; and by carrying on a negociation 
for the marriage of her fon with a princcfs who 
was juftly efteemed the proteftrefs of_ that party, * 
by yielding fome things in point of religion, and; 
by difcovering an indifference with regard to. 
others, ihe hoped to amufe all the protefUnts in 
Europe, and to lull afleep the jealoufy even of the 
llugonots themfelves, Elizabeth flattered herfelf 

-' Camd. 436. ^ * 
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^%!l^ ^h reding advantages of another kind. , During 
w *v-^w the dependence of the negociation, the French 
'^^'* could not with decency give any open affifl:» 
ance to the Scottifli queen ; if they conceived any 
hopes of fuccefs in the treaty of marriage, they 
Vould of courfe intereft themfelves but coldly in 
her concerns: Mary herfelf muft be dejefted at 
lofing an ally, whom flie had hitherto reckoned 
her moft powerful proteflor ; and, by interrupting 
her corrcfpondence with France, one fource, at 
lead,, of the cabals and intrigues which difturbed 
the kingdom would be ftopt. Both queens fuc- 
ceeded in their fchemes. Catherine's artifices im» 
pofed upon Elizabeth, and blinded the HugonotSt 
The French difcovered the utmoft indifference 
about the intereft of th^ Scottiih queen ; and Mary, 
confidering that court as already united with her 
rival, turned for proteftion\ with more eagernefs 
than ever towards the king of Spain ^. Philip, 
whofe dark and thoughtful mind delighted in the 
myftery of intrigue, had held a fecret corrcfpond- 
ence with Mary for fome time, by means of the 
bifhop of Rofs, and had fupplied both herfelf and 
her adherents in Scotland with fmall fums of 
money. Ridolphi, a Florentine gentleman, who 
refided at London under the cbarafter of a banker, 
and who a6ted privately as an agent for the 
pope, was the perfon whom the ^bifhop intrufted 
Kofrfbik'i with this negociation, Mary thought it necelTary 
infayo^lf likewifc to commuuicate the fecret to the duke of 
**^'^ Norfolk, whom Elizabeth had lately reftored to 
! Pigg«8i 144. 1^8. Camd. 434. 
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liberty, upon his folemn promife to have no fiir- 
ther intercourfe with the queen of Scots. This 
promife, however, he regarded fo little, that he '^'' 
continued to keep a conftant correfpondence with 
the captive queen ; while fhe laboured to nourifli 
his ambitious hopes, and to ftrengthen has amorous 
attachment by letters written in the fondeft careff* 
ing drain. Some of thefe he muft have received 
at the very time when he made that folemn pro* 
mife of holding no farther intercourfe with her, 
in confequence of which Elizabeth reftored him to 
liberty. Mary, ftill confidering him as her futxure 
hufband, took no ilep in any matter of moment 
without his advice. She early communicated to 
him her negociations with Ridolphi } and, in a long 
letter, which fhe wrote to him in cyphers*, after 
complaining of the bafenefs with which the French 
court had abandoned her intereft, fhe declared her 
intention of imploring the affiflance of the Spanifh 
monarch, which was now her only refource ; and 
recommended Ridolphi to his confidence, as a 
perfon capable both of explaining and advancing 
the fcheme. The duke commanded Hickford, 
his fecretary, to decypher, and then to burn this 
letter ; but whether he had been already gained 
by the court, or rdfolved at that time to betray his 
mafler, he difobeyed the latter part of the order, 
and hid the letter, together with other treafonable 
papers, under the duke's own bed. 

• Haynesy 597, 598, Hardw. State Papers, i. 190, kc. 
pigges's Conipleat Ambaf. 147* 
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R1DGLPHI5 in a conference with Norfolk, omit- 
ted none of thofe arguments, and fpared notie of 
'^"*' thofe promifes, which are the ufual incentives to 
rebellion. The pope, he told him, had a great fum 
in readinefs to beftow in fo good a caufe. The 
duke of Alva had undertaken to land ten thoufand 
men not far from London. The calholics to a 
man would rife in arms. Many of the nobles 
were ripe for a revolt, and wanted only a leader. 
Half the nation had turned their eyes towards him, 
and called on him to revenge the unmerited inju- 
ries which he himfelf had fufered ; and to refcue 
an unfortunate queen,' who offered him her hand 
jind her crown, as the reward of his fuccefs. Nor- 
folk approved of the defign, and, though he rc- 
fufed to give Rjdolphi any letter of credit, allowed 
him to ufe his name in negociating with the pope 
and Alva **. The bifhop of Rofs, who, from the 
violence of his temper, and impatience to procure 
relief for his miftrefs, was apt to run into raih and 
defperate defigns, advifed the duke to affemble fe- 
cretly a few of his followers, and at once to feizc 
Elizabeth's perfon. But this the duke rejefted as a 
difcovered * fchcmc equally wild and hazardous. Meanwhile, 
hcthi''"" ^he Englifh court had received fome imperfeft 
Auguft. information of the plot, by intercepting one of 
Ridolphi*s agents; and ah accident happened, 
which brought to light all the circumftances of it. 
The duke had employed Hickford to tranfmit to 
Jord Herries fome money, which was to be diftri- 

•* -Andcrf. iii. 161. 
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feuted kmong Mary's friends in Scotland, A per- ^^^^ 
fttfi not in the fecret was intrufted with conveying v-^-v-**^ 
it to the borders, and be, fufpefting it from th? '^^'' 
weight to be gold, whereas he had been told that 
it was filver, carried it direftly to the privy coun-. 
cif. The duke, hfs domeftics, and all who were 
privy, or could be fufpefted of being privy, to 
the defign, were taken into cuftody. Nipver did 
the .accomplices in a confpiracy difcover left firm? 
nefs, or fervants betray an indulgent mafter with 
greater bafenefs. Every one confefled the whole s^p^ 7, 
of what he knew* Hickford gave direftions how 
to iSnd the papers which he had hidden. The duke 
himfelf, relying at firft on the fidelity of his affo* 
ciates, and believing all dangerous papers to have 
been«<leftroyed, confidently afferted his own inno- 
cence ; but when their depofitions and the papersi 
themfelves were produced, aftoniftied at their 
treachery, he acknowledged his guilt, and im- 
plored the queen's mercy. His offence was too 
heinous, and too often repeated, to obtain par- 
don J and Elizabeth thought it neceffary to deter 
her fubjefts, by his punifliment, from holding 
correfpondence with the queen of Scots, or her 
emiffaries. Being tried by his peers, he was found 
guilty of high treafon, and, after feveral delays, fuf* 
fered death for the crime "". ' : , 

' The difcovery of this confpiracy produced many 
effefts, extremely detrimental to Mary's inter eft. 
The bifliop of Rofs, who appieared, by the con- 
feffion of all concerned, to be the prime mover in 
*=. Anderf, iii, 149. State TriaU, i8j. 
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Bo^OK ey^jy cabal agalnft Elizabeth, was taken into cuf- 
' tody, his papers fcarched, himielf conimitted to 
the Tower, treated with the utmoft rigour, threat* 
ened with capital punifliment, and, after a long 
confinetnent, fet at liberty, on condition that he 
fcould leave the kingdom. Mary was not only 
deprived of a fervant, equally eminent for his zeal 
and his abilities, but was denied from that time the 
privilege of having an ambaffador at the Englifh 
court. The Spanifh ambaffador, whom the power 
and dignity of the prince he reprefented exempted 
from fuch infults as Rofs had fuffered, was com- 
manded to leave England ^ As there was now 
the cleared evidence that Mary, from refentment 
of the wrongs (he had fuffered, and impatience of 
the captivity in which fhe was held, would not 
fcruple to engage in the mofi hoflilc and defperate 
enterprifes againfl: the eftabliflied government smd 
religion, fhe began to be regarded as a public 
enemy, and was kept undcqr a ftricter guard than 
formerly J the number of her domeftics was abridged^ 
and no perfon permitted to fee her, but in pre- 
fence of her keepers % 
Eiitabeth At the fame time, Elizabeth, forefeeing the 



declares 



openly ftorm which was gathering on the continent againft 

qucei?s^^^ her kingdom, began to wiih that tranquillity were 

r»^y' reftored in Scotland ; and irritated by Mary's late 

attempt againft her government, fhe determined to 

aft, without difguife or ambiguity, in favour of 

the king's party. This refolution fhe intimated to 

o&. 23. the leaders of both faftions. Mary, fhe told them, 

f J^Jgg«, 163, « Stry);>e, Ann, ii. 50, 
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had held fuch a criminal correfpondence with her book 
avowed enemies, and had excited fuch dangerous ^ ^X ^ 
confpiracies both againft her crown and her life, that '571. 
(he would henceforth confider her as unworthy of 
protedUon, and would never confent to yeftorc her 
to liberty, far lefs to replace her on her throne. 
She exhorted them, therefore, to unite in acknow- 
ledging the king^s authority. She promifed to 
procure by her mediation equitable terms for thofe 
\^ho had hitherto oppofed it. But if they ftill 
continued refraftory, (he threatened to employ 
her utmoft power to compel them to fubmit^. 
Though this declaration did not produce an im^ 
mediate effed ; though hoililities continued in the 
neighbourhood of Edinburgh ; though Huntly's 
brother, fir Adam Gordon, by his bravery and 
good condud, had routed the king's adherents in 
the North in many encounters ; yet, fuch an explicit 
difcovery of Elizabeth's fentiments contributed not 
a little, to animate one party, and to deprefs the 
fpirit and hopes of the other ^. 

As Mortop, who commanded the regent's forces, HoftS^ 
Jay at Leith, and Kirkaldy ftill held out the town ^^^^^''" 
and caftle of Edinburgh, fcarce a day paffed with- ihem, 
out a (kirmi(h ; and while both avoided any deci- 
five adion, they haraflfed each other by attacking 
fmall parties, beating up quarters, and intercept*^ 
ing convoys. Thefe operations, though little me- 
morable in themfelves, kept the pafiions of both 
fadtions in perpetual exercife and agitation, and^ 
wrought them up, at laft, to a degree of fury, 

' Sec Append, No. XXXVII, » Cald. ii. 289. 294. Strypc, 
8. 76. 

which 
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which rendered them r^gardlefs not only of the 
laws of war, but of the principles of humanity. 
Nor was it in the field alone, and during the heat of 
combat, that this implacable rage appeared ; both 
parties hanged the prifoners which they took, of 
whatever rank or quality, without mercy, and with- 
out trial. Great numbers fuffer^d in this fliocking 
manner ; the unhappy victims were led, by fifties 
at a time, to execution ; and it was not till both 
fides had fmarted feverely, that they difcontinued 
this barbarous praftice, fo reproachful to the cha- 
raft^r of the nation *". Meanwhile, thofe in the 
town and caftle, though they had received a fup- 
ply of money from the duke of Alva?, began to 
fuffer for want of provifions. As Morton had de- 
ftroyed all the mills in the neighbourhood of the 
city, and had planted fmall garrifons in all the 
houfes of ftrength around it, fcardty daily in- 
creafed.' At laft all the miferies of famine were 
felt, and they mufl: have been foon reduced to fuch 
extremities, as would have forced them to capitu^ 
late, if the Englifli and French ^mbaffadors had 
* not procured a fufpenfion of hoftilities between the 
two parties \ 
league be- Though the ncgociation for a marriage be- 
jrifd and"^" tween Elizabeth and the duke of Anjou had been 
Fiaacc. firuitlcfs, both Charles and flhe were defirous of 
concluding a defenfive alliance between the two 
crowns. He confidered fuch a treaty, not only as 
the beft device for blinding the proteftants, againft 
whom the confpiracy was now almoit: ripe for exe- 

* Crawf. Mem. 218. 220. * Cald. ii. 345. ^ lb 346. 

cution : 
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Cutlon ; but as a good precaution, Hkewife, againfl: book 
the dangerous confequences to which that* atro- -^^^^^ 
cious meafure might expofe him. Elizabeth, who '57». ^ 
had hitherto reigned without a fingle ally, now faw*^ 
her kingdom fo threatened with inteftine commo- 
tions, or expofed to invafions from abroad, that . 
fhe was extremely folicitous to fecure the affiftance 
of fo powerful a neighbour. The difficulties 
arifing from the fituation of the Scottilh queen 
were the chief occafions of any delay. Charles 
demanded fome terms of advantage for Mary and 
her party. Elizabeth refufed to liften to any pro- 
pofition of that kind. Her obftinacy overcame 
the faint efforts of the French monarch. Mary's 
name was not fo much as mentioned in the treaty ; 
and, with regard to Scottifli affairs, a Ihort article 
was inferted, in general and ambiguous terms, to 
this purpofe : " That the parties contfafting fhall April u. 
make no innovations in Scotland ; nor fuffer any 
ftranger to enter, and fo foment the faftions there ; 
but it Ihall be lawful for the queen of England to 
chaftife, by .force of arms, thofe Scots who Ihall 
continue to harbour the Englifli rebels now in 
Scotland ^'' In confequence of this treaty, France 
and England affeded to ad in concert with regard 
to Scotland, and Le Croc and fir William Drury 
appeared there, in the name of their rpfpeftive 
fovereigns. By their mediation, a truce for two 
months was agreed upon, and during that time 
conferences were to be held between the leaders of 
the x>ppofite faftions, in order to accommodate 

! Digues, 170, 191 ; Camden, 444. 
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their difFerences and reftore peace to the kingdotrf* 
This truce afforded a feafonable interval of tran- 
'"-• quillity to the queen's adherents in the South : but 
in the North it proved fatal to her intereft. Sir 
Adam Gordon had ftill maintained his reputation 
and fuperiority there. Several parties, under dif- 
ferent officers, were fent againft him. Some of 
them he attacked in the field ; againft others he 
employed ftratagem ; and as his courage and con- 
du£k were equal, none of his enterprifes failed of 
fuccefs. He made war too with the humanity 
which became fo gallant a man; and gained ground 
by that, no lefs than by the terror of his arms. If 
he had not been obliged by the truce to fufpend 
bis operations, he would in all probability have 
brought that part of the kingdom to fubmit en- 
tirely to the queen's authority "*. 
Proceeding* NOTWITHSTANDING Gordon's bravcry and fuc- 
,»gainft cefs, Mary's intereft was on the decline, not only 
^'^'^' in her- own kingdom, biit among the Englifli. 
Nothing could be more offisnfive to that nation, 
jealous of foreigners, and terrified at the profped 
of the Spanifh yoke, than her negociations with the 
duke of Alva. The parliament, which met in 
May, proceeded againft her as the moft dangerous 
enemy of the kingdom ; and, after a folemn coa- 
ference between the lords and commons, both 
hoiifes agreed in bringing in a bill to declare her 
guihy of high treafon, and to deprive her of all 
right of fucceffion to the crown. This great caufe^ 
a^ it was then called, occupied them during the 

f Crawf. Mem. 

whole 
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whole feflion, and was carried on with much unani- 
mity. Elizabeth, though (he applauded their zeal, 
and approved greatly of the courfe they were 
taking, was fatisfied with (hewing Mary what fhe 
might expeft from the refcntment of the nation; 
but as fhe did not yet think it timie to proceed 
to the mod violent extremity againfl her, fhe pro- 
rogued the parliament \ 

These fevere proceedings of the Engliih parlia- The French 
ment were not more mortifying to Mary, than "mer'^efu**''^ 
the coldnefs and negleft of her allies the French, 
The duke of Montmorency, indeed, who came 
over to ratify the league with Elizabeth, made a 
ftew of interefting himfelf in favour of the Scottifh 
queen ; but, inftead of foliciting for her liberty, or 
her reftoration to her throne, all that he demanded 
was a flight mitigation of the rigour of her impri- 
fonment. Even this fmall requeft he urged with 
fo little warmth or importunity, that no regard was 
paid to it^ 

The alliance with France afforded Elizabeth P«maf- 

lacre ot 

much fatisfaftion, and fhe expefted from it a great Paris. 
increafe of fecurity. She now turned her whole 
attention towards Scotland, where the animofities 
of the two factions were flillfo high, and fo many 
interfering interefts to be adjufted, that a general 
pacification feemed to be at a great diflance. But 
while fhe laboured to bring them to fome agree- 
ment, an event happened which filled a great part 
of Europe with aflonifhment and with horror. This 
was the mafTacre at Paris j an attempt,' to which 
2 D*Ewc8, Journ. 206, 5cc. " Jebb, ii. ji2. 

there 
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there is no paralled in the hiftory of mankind, ei* 
ther for the long train of craft and diflimulalion with 
'^' V which it was contrived, or for the crueky and bar- 
barity with which it was carried into execution. 
By the moft foletnn promifes of fafety and of fa- 
vour, the leaders of the proteftants were drawn to 
court ; and though doomed to deftruflion, they 
were received with carefles, loaded with honour?, 
and treated, for feven months, with every poffible 
iuisoft 24. mark' of familiarity and of confidence. In the midft 
of their fecurity, the warrant for their deftruftion 
was iffued by their fovereign, on whofe word they 
had relied ; and, in obedience to it, their country- 
men, their fellow-citizens, and companions, im- 
brued their hands in their blood* Ten thoufand 
proteftants, without diftinftion of age, or fex, or 
condition, were murdered in Paris alone. The 
fame barbarous orders were fen( to other parts of 
the kingdom, and a like carnage enfued. . This 
deed, which no popifh writer, in the prefent age, 
mentions without deteftation, was at that time ap- 
plauded in Spain ; and at Rome folemn thankfgiv- 
ings were offered to God for its fuccejs. But 
among the proteltant^, it excited incredible hor- 
ror; a ftriking piflfcre of which is drawi^i by the 
French ambaflador at the court of England, in 
his account of his firft audience after the maf- 
facre. " A gloomy forrow,** fays he, ." fat on 
every face ; filence, as in the dead of night, 
reigned through all the chambers o£ the royal 
apartment ; the ladies and courtiers were ranged 
on each fide, all clad in deep moqrning, and 

as 
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il8 t pafled through them, not one beftowed dn *vi?^ 
me a civil look, or made the leaft return to my '-^^^i^^^ 
falutesP." '^^*- 

But horror was not the only pafllon with whiqh Datrimentei 
this event infpired the proteftants ; it filled them l^tcreZ * 
with fear. They confidered it as the prelude to 
fome greater blow, and believed, not without 
much probability, that all the popifh princes had 
confpired the deftruftion of their fed. This opi- 
nion was of no fmall diflervice to Mary*s affairs in 
Scotland. Many of her adherents were proteft* 
ants; and, though they wifhed her refioration^ 
were not willing, on that account^ to facrifice the 
faith which they profeffed. They^ dreaded her at- 
tachment to a religion which allowed its votaries 
to violate- the mod folemn engagements^ and 
prompted them to perpetrate the, mod barbarous 
crimes. A general confederacy of the proteftants 
feemed to them the only thing that could uphold 
the Reformation againft the league which was form* 
ed to overturn it. Nor could the prefent eftablifh- 
. ment of religion be long maintained in Britain, but 
by a ftrift union with Elizabeth, and by the con* 
currence of both nations, in efpoufing the defence 
of it as a common caufe ''. 

Encou RAGED by this general diipoiitioh to place 
confidence in her, Elizabeth refumed a fcheme 
which flie had formed during the regency of the 
earl of Murray, of fending Mary as a prifoner into 
Scotland. But her fentiments and fituation were 
now very different from what they had been dur* 
' Carte, iii. $tz. ^ Digges^ 344* 267. 
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^ ^^ ^ ing her negociation with Murray. Rer anSmofity 
^— ^^-*^ againft the queen of Scots was greatly augmented 
'^^*' by recent experience, which taught her that fhc 
had inclination as well as power, not only to dif- 
turb the tranquillity of her reign, but to wreft from 
her the crown ; the party in Scotland favourable to 
Mary was almoft ^entirely broken ; and there wai 
no reafon to dread any danger from France, which 
ftill continued to court her friendfhip. She aimed, 
accordingly, at fomething very different from that 
which (he had in view three years before. Then 
Ihe difcovered a laudable folicitude, not only for 
the fafety of Mary's life, but for fecuring to her, 
treatment fqited to her rank. Now fhe required, 
as an exprefs condition, that immediately after 
Mary's arrival in Scotland, flie fhould be brought 
to public trial ; and, having no doubt that fentence 
would be paffed according to her deferts, (he in- 
lifted that, for the good of both kingdoms, it 
fhould' be executed without delay ^ No tranfac* 
tion, perhaps, in Elizabeth's reign, merits more 
fevere cenfure. Eager to cut fhort the days of a 
rival, the objed both of her hatred and dread^ and 
ho lefs anxious to avoid the blame to which fuch a 
deed of violence might expofe her, fhe laboured, 
with timid and ungenerous artifice, to transfer the 
odium of it from herfelf to Mary's own fubjeds. 
The eari of Mar, happily for the honour of his 
country, had more virtue than to liften to fuch an 
ignominious propofal j and Elizabeth did not ven- 
ture to renew it. 

"^ Mardin^ 234* 
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While flie was engaged in purfuing this infi- 
dious meafure, the regent was more honourably 
employed in endeavouring to negociate a general thJ ^regent 
peace among his countrymen. As he laboured erfdeavours 
for this purpofe with the utmoft zeal, and the ad< bothparties* 
verfe faftion placed entire confidence in his inte- 
grity, his endeavours could hardly have failed <>f 
being fuccefsfuL Maitland and Kirkaldy came fo 
near to an agreement with him, that fcarce any 
thing remained, except the formality of figning 
the treaty. But Morton had not forgotten the dif- , 
appointment he met with in his pretenfions to thd 
regency ; his abilities, his wealth, and the patron^ 
age of the court of England, gave him greater 
fway with the party, than even the regent himfelf ^ 
and he took pleafure in thwarting every meaAire 
purfued by him. He was afraid that, if Maitland 
and his affodates recovered imj (hare in the admi- 
niftiation, his own influence would be confiderably 
diminiihed ; and the liegent, by their means, .would 
acquire that afcendant which befenged to his fta«* 
tion. With him concurred all thofe who were itt 
polTeflioa of the lands which belonged td any of , 
the queen's party. His ambiticHi, and their ava- 
rice, fruftrated the regent's pious intentions, and 
retarded a bleffing fo neocffary to the kingdom, as 
the eftablilhment of peace \ 

Such a -difcovery of the feWflinefs and ambitiott 
which reigned among his party, made a deq) ka* 

prelfioa on the regent, who loved his country, and 

• . • * 

• Mdv. S33. Crawf. Mem. 237. 
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viflied for peace with much ardour. This inward 
grief l»roke his fpirit, and by degrees brought on 
a fettled melancholy, that ended in a diftemper, of 
which he died on the twenty-ninth of O&ober. 
He was, perhaps, the only perfon in the kingdom . 
who could have enjoyed the office of regent with- 
out envy, and have left it without lofs of reputa- 
tion. Notwithflanding their mutual animoiities, 
both fadions acknowledged his views to be ho- 
nourable, and his integrity to be uncorrupted ^ 

No competitor now appeared againft Morton. 
The queen of England powerfully fupported his 
claim, and notwithflanding the fears of the people, 
and the jealoufy of the nobles, he was elefbed re- 
gent ; the fourth who, in the fpace of five years, 
had held that dangerous office. 

As the truce had been prolonged to the firft of 
January, this gave Mm an opportunity of con- 
tinuing the negociations with the oppofite party, 
which had been fet on foot by his predeceflbr. 
They produced no effe&s, however, till the begin- 
ning of the next yeaf • > 

Before we proceed to thefe, fome events, hi- 
therto untouched, deferve our notice. 

The earl of Northumberland, who had been 
kjq>t prifoner in Lochlevin ever fince his flight in- 
to Scotland, in the year one thoufand five hundred 
and fixty-nine, was given up to lord Hunfdon, 
^avemcHT of Berwick ; and being carried to York, 
foSered there the punifliment of his rd^lion. The 
king's party were fo fenfible of their dependence 
f Ciaw£ Mem. 34X. 

on 
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on Elizabeth's prote&ion, that it was fcarcdy pof« 
fible for them to refufe putting into her hands a 
perfon who had taken up arms againft her ; but, as '^^** 
a Cam of money was paid on that account, and 
ihared between Morton and Douglas of Lochlevin, 
the foojier of whom, during his exile in England, 
had been much indebted to Northumberland's 
friendihip, the abandoninf this unhappy nobleman^ 
infuch a manner, to certain deftruftion, was uni- 
veifally condemned as a moft ungrateful and mer* 
cenary aftion ". 

This year was remarkable for a conliderable Affain of 
innovation in the government of the church. Soon ^ **^ "'^ 
after the Reformation, the popiih bifliops had 
been confirmed by law in poiTeiHon of part of their 
benefices ; but the fpiritual jurifdidiion, which be- 
longed to their order, was exercifed by fuperin* 
tendants, though with more moderate authority. 
On the death of the archbifliop of St. Andrews, 
Morton obtained from the crown a grant of the 
temporalities of that fee. But as it was thought 
indecent for a layman to hold a benefice tx> which 
the cure of fouls was annexed, he procured Doug- 
las, reftor of the univerfity of St. Andrews, to be 
choJGsu archbifliop ; and, allotting him a finall pen- 
fioai out of the revenues of the fee, retained the re- 
mainder in his Qwn hands. The nobles, who iaw 
the advantages which they might reap from fuch a 
praftiee, fupported him in die execution of Ids 
plasu It gave great offence, however, to the 

]* Crawf. Mem* 55. liz. Camd. 445. 
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' V? ^ clergy, who, inftead of perpetuating an order whofe 
^m^^'"' ^ name and power were odious to them, wifhed that 
'^^^* the revenues which h^d belonged to it might be 
employed in fupplying fuch parifhes as were ftill 
unprovided with fettled paftors. But, on the one 
hand, it would have been'rafh in the clergy to 
have irritated too much noblemen, on Whom the 
very exiftence of the pioteftant church tn Scot- 
land depended ; and Morton, on the other, con- 
duced his fcheme with fuch dexterity, and ma^ 
naged them with fo much art, that it was at laft 
agreed, in a convention compofed of the leading 
men among the clergy, together with a committee 
of privy council, " That the name and office" of 
archbifhop and bifhop fhould be continued during 
. the king's minority, and thefe dignities be confer- 
red upon the beft qualified among the proteftant 
mhiiflers ; but that, with regard to their fpiritual 
jurifdiclions, they fhould be fubjcft to the generaj 
affembly of the church/ - The rules to be obferved 
in their eleftion, and the perfons who were to fup: 
ply the place, and enjoy the privileges which be- 
longed to the dean and chapter in times of popery, 
were like wife particularly fpecificd*. The whole 
being laid before the general affembly, after feme 
exceptions to the name of archbijhop^ dean^ chap^ 
fer, 8cc. and a prpteftation that it fhould be confi- 
4ered only as a temporary conflitqtion, until one 
more perfedt could be introduced, it obtained the 
ffpprobation of that court ^. Even Knox, who was 

J Qald. ii. 305. y Id. 354. 
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prev^ent^d from atteqding the aflembly by the ill ^%^^ 
Hate of his health, though he declaimed loudly ^-^-^ y -**! 
againft the fimoniacal paftion to which Douglas '^^^* 
owed his preferment, and blamed the nominatioii 
of a perfon worn out with age and infirmities, to 
an office which required unimpaired vigour both 
of body and mind, feems not to have condemned 
the proceedings of the convention ; and, in a letter 
to the affembly, approved of fome of their regula- 
tions with refpeft to the eleftion of bifliops, as 
worthy of being carefully obferved''. In confe- 
quence of the affembly's confent to the plan agreed 
upon in the convention, Douglas was inftalled io 
his oiSce, and at the fame time an archbiihop of 
Glafgow and a bifhop of Dunkeld were chofen 
from among the proteftant clergy. They were alL 
admitted to the place in parliament which belong- 
ed to the ecclefiaftical order. But, in imitation of 
the example fet by Morton, fuch bargains were 
made with 'them by different noblemen, as gave 
them poffeffion only of a very fmall part of the re- 
venues belonging to their fees *. 

SooK after the diffolution of this aflembly, Knox, Nov. 27- 
the prime inftrument of fpreading and eftablifhing chTrUer of 
the reformed religion in Scotland, ended bis life, ^"''*' 
in the fixty-feventh year of his age. Zeal, intre- ' 
pidity, dilintereflednefs, were virtues which he 
poffeffed in an eminent degree. He was acquaint- 
ed too with the learning cultivated among divine^ 
in that age ; and excelled in that fpecies of elp- 
ijuence which is calculated to roufe and to in- 

» See Appendix, No. XXXVIII. • Spotf. 261, 
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flame \ His maxims, however, were ol^en tw 
feverc, and the impetuofity of his temper excdt-^ 
five. Rigid and uncomplying Mmfelf, he (hewed 
no indulgence lo the infirmicies of others. Re» 
gardlefg of the diftinftions of rank and charaflrcr, 
he uttered his admonitions with an acrimony and 
vehemence, more apt to irritate than to reclaim. 
This often betrayed him into indecent and unduti- 
ful expreflions with refpefk to the queen's perfon 
and condud* Thofe very qualities, however, 
which now render bis character lefs amiable, fitted 

* A ftriking defcription of that fpecies of eloquence for 
which Knox was diftinguifhed^ is given by one of his contem* 
poraries, Mr; James Melville, minifter of Anftruther* <* But of 
all* the benefits I bad that year [157 1]» was the coming of 
that mod notible Prophet apd Apoftle of our nation, Mr. 
John Knox, to St. Andrews, who, by the faftion of the queen 
occupying the caftle and town of Edinburgh, was eooipel- 
led to remove therefra with a number of the beft, and chafed 
to* come to St. Andrews. I heard him teach there the pro- 
phecies of Daniel that fummer aad the winter foUpwjng. . I 
had my pen and little buike, and took away fie things as I 
' could comprehend. In the opening of his text, he was mo- 
derate the fpace of half an hour ; but when he entered to ap- 
plication, he made me, fo to grue f thrill] and tremble that t 

could not bald the pen to write. He was very weak. I 

faw him every day of his doArine go hulh [flowly] and fair, 
with a furring of marticks about his neck, a ftaff in the one 
hand, and good godlie Richart Ballanden holding him up 
by the oxter [under the arm] ^ from the abbey to the pariih 
kirk ; and he the faid Richart and another fervapt lifted him 
pp to the pulpit, were he behoved to le^n at his firft entrie ; 
but e*re he was done with his fermon, he was fo aAive and 
vigorous, that he was like to ding the pul/nt in Mads fbeat the 
pulpit to pieces], and fly out of it." MS. Life of Mr. James 
Melville, communicated to me by Mr. Paton of the Cuftom^ 
boufcy; Edinburgh, p. 14. 21. 
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lum to^ he the inftrument of Providence for ad- 
vancifig the Reformati<m among a fierce people, 
2nd enabled him to face dangers, and to furmount '^^*- 
oppofition, from which a perfon of a more gentle 
fpirit would have been apt to flirink back. By an 
unwearied application to ftudy and to bufinefs, as 
well as by the frequency and fervour o( his public 
difcourfes, he bad worn out a conftitution naturally 
robuft. During a lingering illnefs he difcovered 
the utmoft fortitude; and met the approaches of 
death with a magnanimity infeparable from his 
charafter. He was conftantly employed in ads of 
devotion, and comforted himfelf with thofe pro- 
fpeds of immortality which not only preferve good 
men from defponding, but fill them with exultation 
m their laft moments. The earl of Morton, who 
was prefent at his funeral, pronounced his eulo- 
gium in a few words, the more honourable for 
Knox, as they came from one whom he Jhad often 
cenfured with peculiar feverity : ** There lies He, 
who never feared the face of man ^/* 

THouaH Morton did not defire peace from fuch 'S7?. 
generous motives as the former regent, he la- trca^is'^ 
boured, however, in good eameft, to eftablilh it. -p^ny!**"* 
The public confufions and calamities, to which 
he owed his power and importance when he was 
only the fecond perfon in the nation, were ex- 
tremely detrimental to him now that he was raifed 
to be the firft. While fo many of the nobles con- 
tinued in arms againft him, his authority as regent 
was partial^ feeble, and precarious. Elizabeth 
* Spqtf. 266. CalA ii. 273. 
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was no lefs defirous of extlnguiihiog (h^ im^ 
which ihe had kindled and kept fo long aliv^ in 
*^^^* Scotland % She had difcovered the alliance with 
France, from which fhe had expeded fuch advan* 
tages, to be no foundation of fecurity. Though 
appearances of friendfhip (till fubfifted between 
her and that court, and Charles daily renewed his 
proteftatioTQs of inviolable adherence to the treaty, 
Ihe was convinced, by a fatal example, how little 
ihe ought to rely on the promifes or oaths of that 
perfidious monarch. Her ambaiTador warned her 
that the French held fecret correfpondpnce with 
Mary's adherents in Scotland, and encouraged them 
in their obftinacy ^. The duke of Alva carried on 
his intrigues in that kingdom with lefs difguife. 
,She was perfuaded that they would embrace the 
iirft ferene interval, which the commotions in 
France and in the Netherlands would allow them, 
and openly attempt to land a body of men in Scot- 
land. She refolyed, therefore, to prevent their 
getting any footing in the ifland, and to cut off all 
♦ their hopes of finding any affiftance there, by unit^ 
ing the two parties* 
His over. The fituation of Mary's adherents enabled the 
l^d^y ^lau" regent to carry on his negociations with them to 
K^rlc^Iif 8**^^^ advantage. They were now divided into 
two faftions. At the head of the one were Cha- 
telherault and Huntly. Maitiand and Kirkaldy 
were the leaders of the other. Their high rank, 
their extenfive property, and the numbers of their 
fpUowers, rendered the £Drmer confiderabie. The 
« Digg^s, 299. ' ^ Id. 296. 312. 
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Utter were indebted for their importance to their 
perfonal abilities, and to the ftrength of the caftle 
of Edinburgh, which was in their poifeffion. The 
regent had no intention to comprehend both in the 
iame treaty ; but as he dreaded that the queen's 
party, if it remained entire, would be a,ble to, 
thwart and embarrafs his adminiilration, he re* 
folved to divide and weaken it, by a feparate nego- 
dation. He made the firft overture to Kirkaldy 
and his affociates, and endeavoured to renew the 
negociation with them, which, during ^ the life of 
his predeceflbr, had been broken off by his own 
artifices. But Kirkaldy knew Morton's views, 
and fyftem of government, to be very different 
from thofe of the former regent. Maitland con- 
iidered him as a perfonal and implacable * enemy. 
They .received repeated affurances of proteftion 
from France ; and though the fiege of Rochelle 
employed the French arms at thatntime, the fjtme 
hopes, which had fo often deceived the party, ftill 
amufed them, and they expefted that the obftinacy 
of the hugonots would foon be fubdued, and that 
Charles would then be at liberty to aft with vigour 
in Scotland. Meanwhile a fupply of money was . 
fent, and if the caftle could be held out till Whit- 
funday, effcftual aid was promifed% Maitland's 
genius delighted in forming fchemes that were 
dangerous ; and Kirkaldy poffeffed the intrepidity 
neceflSiry for putting them in execution. The 
caftle, they knew, was fo fituated, that it might 
(iefy all the regent's power. Elizabeth, they hoped, 

would 
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would not violate the treaty with France^ by fend- 
ing forces to his affiftance ; and if the French 
*^^^' fliould be able to land any confiderable body of 
men, it might be poffible to deliver the queen from 
captivity, or, at leaft, to balance the influence of 
France and England^ in fuch a manner, as to rcfcue 
Scotland from the dilhonourable dependence upon 
the latter, under which it had fallen. This fplendid 
but chimerical projeft they preferred to the friend- ^ 
fliip of Morton, They encouraged the negocia- 
tion, however, becaufe it ferved to gain time; 
they propofed, for the fame purpofe, that the 
whole of the queen's party fliould be compre- 
hended in it, and that Kirkaldy fliould retain the 
command of the caftle fix months after the treaty 
was figned. His inter^ft prompted the regent to 
rejefted the former ; his penetration difcovered the 
danger of complying with, the latter ; and all hopes 
of accommodation vaniflied ■. 

As foon as the truce expired, Kirkaldy began to 
fire on the city of Edinburgh, which, by the return 
of the inhabitants whom he had expelled, was de- 
voted as zealoufly as ever to the king's caufe. But, 
as the regent had now fet on foot a treaty with 
Chatelherault and Huntly, the ceflTation of arms 
ftill continued with them'. 
Accepted They were lefs fcrupulous than the other party, . 

by Chaiel- , -.« i i i . r^t % t 

herauit and ziicL liltened eagerly to his overtures. The duke 

Huiuiy. ^^^ naturally unfleady, and the approach of old 

age increafed his- irrefolution, and averfion to 

iaftion. The miferies of civil difcord had affli&ed 

' Mdv, 235, &c. 

3cotland 
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Scotland almoft iive years, a length of time far 
beyond the duration of any former conteft. The 
war, inftead of doing fervice, had been detrimen- *5^* 
tal to the queen; and more ruinous than any 
foreign invafion to the kingdom. In profecuting 
it, neither party had gained much honour; both 
had fuffered great loffes, and had exhaufted' their 
own eftates in wafting thofe of their adverfaries. 
The commons wire in the utmoft mifery, and 
longed ardently for a peace, which might terminate 
this fruitlefs but deftrudive quarreh 

A GREAT ftep was taken towards this defirable Anicicjof 
event, by the treaty concluded at Perth, between Fel)!z3!^' 
the regent on one hand, and Chatelherault and 
Huntly on the other, under the mediation of Kil- 
legrew, Elizabeth's ambaffador «• The chief articles 
in it were thefe : that all the parties comprehended 
in the treaty fhould declare their approbation of the 
reformed religion now eftabliflied in the king- 
dom ; that they fhould fubmit to the king^s go- 
vemment, and own Morton's authority as regent ; 
that they (hbuld acknowledg'e every thing done in 
oppofition to the king, fince his coronation, to be 
illegal; that on both fides the prifoners who had 
been taken fhould be fet at liberty, and the eftates 
which had been forfeited fhould be reftored to their 
proper owners ; that the aft of attainder paffed 
agairifl the queen's adherents Ihould be repealed, 
. and indemnity granted for all the crimes of which 
.they had been guilty fince the fifteenth of June one 
* « Sec Appendix, No. XXXIX. 
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^ v?^ thoufand live hundred and fixty-feven; and that 
V-— w--^ the treaty fhould be ratified by the common confeht 

^^^^* of both parties in parliament \ 
Siege of the KiRKALDY, though abandoned by his affociates, 
Edinburgh, who neither difcovered folicitude nor made provi* 
(ion for his fafety, did not lofe courage, nor enter- 
tain any thoughts of accommodation K Though all 
Scotland had now fubmitted to the king, he ftill 
refalved to defend the caftle in \he queen's name, 
and to wait the arrival of the promifed fuccours. 
The regent was in want of every thing* neceffary 
for carrying on a fiege. But Elizabeth, who, 
determined at any rate to bring the diflenfions in 
Scotland to a period before the French could find 
leifure to take part in the quarrel, foon afforded 
him fufficient fupplies. Sir William Drury marched 
into Scotland with fifteen hundred foot, and a con- 

* Crawf, Mem. 2ji. 

* Melvil, whofc brother, fir Rbbert, was one of thofc who 
joined with Kirkaldy in the defence of the caftle, and who 
was himfelf ftrongly attached to their party, aficrts that 
Kirkaldy offered to accept of any reafonable terms of com* 
pofition, but that all his oifers were rejefted by the regent. 
Mclv. 240. But, as Elizabeth was, at that time, extremely 
defirous of reftoring peace in Scotland, ^nd her ambaflador 
Killegrew, as well as the earl of Rothes, ufed their utmoft 
endeavours to perfuade Kirkaldy to accede to the treaty of 
Perth, it feems more credible to impute the continuance of 
hoftilities to Kirkaldy's obftinacy, his diftruft of Morton, or 
his hope of foreign aid, than to any other caufe. 

That this was really the cafe, is evident from the-pofitive 
teitimony of Spotfw. 269, 270. Camd. 448. Johnft. Hift. 
3, 4. Digges, 334. Crawford's Account ajgrees^ in the main, 
with theirs, Mem. 263. 
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fiderable train of artillery. The regent joined 
him with all his forces ; and trenches were opened, 
and approaches regularly carried on againft the 
caftle» Kirkaldy, though difcouraged by the lofs 
of a great fum of money, remitted to him from 
France, and which fell into the regent*s hands 
through the treachery of fir James Balfour, the 
moft corrupt man of that age, defended himfelf 
with bravery augmented by defpain Three-and* 
thirty days he refiftcd all the eflforts of the Scotch 
and Englifli, who pufhed on their attacks with 
courage, and with emulation. Nor did he demand 
a parley, till the fortifications were battered down, 
and one of the wells in the caftle dried up, and the 
other choaked with rubbifli. JEven then, his fpirit 
was unfubdued, and he determined rather to fall 
glorioufly behind the lafl: ihtrenchment, than to 
yield to his inveterate enemies. But his garrifon was 
not animated with the fame heroic or defperate re- 
folution, and rifing in a mutiny, forced him to 
capitulate. He furrendered hin^felf to Drury, who ^*y *^ 
promifed, in the name of his raiftrefs, that he 
fhould be favourably treated. Together with him, 
James Kirt&aldy his brother, lord Home, Maitland, 
fir Robert Melvil, a few citizens of Edinburgh, 
and about one hundred and fixty foldiers, were made 
prifoners \ 

Several of the officers, who had been kept in 

pay during the war, prevailed on their men to 

accompany them into the Low-countries, and 

entering into the fervice of the States, added, by 

^ Calct. ii. 408. Melv. 240. Crawf. Mem. 265. 

6 their 
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their gallant behaviour, to the reputation for mil^ 
tary virtue, which has always been the charafleriftic 
•^"' of the Scottifli nation. 
Review of Thus by the treaty with Chatelherault and 

toe cMVjtC" ^_, 

terofboth Huntly, and the furrender of the caftle, the civil 
P*"^""- wars in Scotland were brought to a period. When 
we review the ftaLe of the nation, and compare the 
ftrength of the two faftions, Mary's partifans 
among the nobles appear, manifeftly, to have been- 
fuperior both in numbers and in power. But thefe 
advantages were more than counterbalanced by 
others, which their antagonifts enjoyed. Political 
abilities, military Ikill, and all the talents which 
times of aftion form, or call forth, appeared chiefly 
on the king's fide. Nor could their enemies boaft 
of any man, who equalled the intrepidity of Mur- 
ray, tempered with wifdom ; the profound faga- 
city of Morton ; the fubtle genius, and infinuating 
addrefs, of Maitland ; br the fuccefsful valour of 
Kirkaldy ; all of which were, at firft, employed in 
laying the foundations of the king's authority. On 
the one fide, meafures were concerted with pru- 
dence, and executed with vigour; on the other, 
their refolutions were rafh, and their condu£l 
feeble. The people, animated with zeal for reli- 
gion, and prompted by indignation againft the 
queen, warmly fupported the king's caufe. The 
clergy threw the whole weight of their popularity 
into the fame fcale. By means of thefe, as well as 
by the powerful interpofition of England, the 
king's government was finally eftablifhed. Mary 
loft even that fhadow of foverdgnty, which, amidft 

aU 
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SU her fufferings, (he had hitherto retained among 
part of her own fubjefts. As fhe was no longer 
permitted to have an ambaffador at the court of '573» 
England, the only mark of dignity which {he had, • 
for fome time, enjoyed there, fhe muft henceiforth 
be confidered as an exile dripped of all the en- 
figns of royalty j guarded with anxiety in the one 
kingdom, and totally deferted or forgotten in the 
other. 

KiRKALDY arid his affociates remained in Drury's Kirkaidy 
cuftody, and were treated by him with great hu- 
manity, until the queen of England, whofe pri* 
foners they were, fhould determine their fate. 
Morton infifted'that they fliould fuffer the punifh* 
ment due to their rebellion and obilinacy; and 
declared that, fo long as they were allowed to live, 
he did not reckon his own perfon or authority 
fecure ; and Elizabeth, without regarding Drury's 
honour, or his promifes in her name, gave them 
up to the regent's difpofal. He firft confined them 
to feparate prifons ; and foon after, with Eliza- Auguft n. 
beth's confent, condemned Kirkaldy, and his bro- 
ther, to be hanged at the crofs of Edinburgh. 
Maitland, who did not expeft to be treated more 
favourably, prevented the ignominy of a public 
execution by a voluntary death, and " ended 
** his days,** fays Melvil, '' after the old Roman 
•^falhioiiV* 

While the regent was wreaking his vengeance 
on the remains of her party in Scotland, Mary, 
incapable of affording tfiem any relief, bewailed 
* Mclv. 242, 

Vol.. U. Bb their 
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their misfortunes in the folitude of her prifbn. At 
the fame time her health began to be much im- 
'573- paired by confinement and want of exercife. At 
the entreaty of the French ambaffador, lord Shrewf- 
bury, her keeper, was permitted to condud her 
to Buxton-welis, not far from Tuthbury, the place 
of her imprifonment. Cecil, who lately had been 
created baron of Burleigh,, and lord high treafurer 
of England, happened to be there at the fame 
time. Though no minifter ever entered more 
warmly into the views of a fovereign, or gave 
ftronger proofs of his fidelity and attachment, than 
this great man, yet fuch was Elizabeth's diftruft of 
every perfon who approached the queen of. Scots, 
that her fufpicions, in confequence of this inter- 
view, fecm to have extended even to him; and, 
while Mary juftly reckoned him her moil dan- 
gerous enemy, he found forae difficulty in per- 
ftiading his own miftrefs that he was not panial to 
* that unhappy queen ". 

The duke of Alva was this year recalled from 
the government of the Netherlands, wheie his 
haughty and oppreffive adminiftration roufed a 
fpirit, in attempting to fubdue which, Spain ex- 
haufted its treafures, ruined its armies, and loft its 
glory. Requefens, who fucceeded him, was of a 
milder temper, and of a lefs enterpnfing genius. 
This event delivered Elizabeth from the perpetual 
difquietude occafioned by Alva's negociations 
with the Scottifh queen, and his zeal for her u^ 
tereft. • 

- Strype, ii. 248. 28a. 

Though 
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Though Scotland was now fettled in profound ^ ^^ ^ 
peace, many of the evils which accompany civil v^— ^^*--» 
war were ftill felt. The reftraints of law, which, xbe ref 
in times of public confufion, are little regarded ^"'jft,^**' 
even by civilized nations, were totally defpifed by t^n be- . 
a fierce people, unaccuftomed to a regular admi- IIT^ 
niftration of juftice. The diforders in every cor- 
ner of the kingdom were become intolerable ; and, 
under the protedion of the one or the other fac- 
tion, crimes of every kind were committed with 
impunity. The regent fet himfelf to redrefs thefe, 
and by his induftry and vigour, order and fecurity 
were re-eftablifhed in the kingdom. But he loft 
the reputation due to this important fervice, by 
the avarice which he difcovered in performing it ; 
and his own exa£lions became more pernicious to 
the nation than all the irregularities which He re- 
ftrained ". Spies and informers were every where 
employed j the remembrance of old offences was 
revived; imaginary crimes were invented; petty 
trefpaffes were aggravated ^ and delinquents were 
forced to compound for their lives by the pay- 
ment of exorbitant fines. At the fame time the 
current coin was debafed"*; licences were fold for 

carrying 

" See Append. No. XL. 

** The corruption of the coin, during Morton's admini- 
ftration, was very great. Although the quantity of current 
money coined out of a pound of bullioq, was gradually in- 
creafed by former princes, the ftandard or jfinenefs fufiered 
little alteration, and the mixture of alloy was nearly the 
fame with what is now ufed. But Morton mixed a fourth, 
part of alloy with every pound of filver, and funk, by con- 

B b 2 fequenccy 
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carrying on prohibited branches of commerce ; 
unufual taxes were impofed on commodities ; and all 
the refinements in oppreffion, from which nations 
fo imperfeftly polifced as the Scots are ufualiy ex- 
empted, were put in praftice. None of thefe were 
complained of more loudly, or with greater reafon, 
than his injuftice towards the church. The thirds 
of benefices, out of which the clergy received their 
fiibfiftencc, had always been flowly and irregularly 
paid to collectors appointed by the general affem- 
bly ; and, during the civil wars, no payment could 
be obtained in feveral parts of the kingdom. Un- 
der colour of redreffing this grievance, and upon a 
promife of affigning every miniflcr a ftipenfl within 
Ris own parifli, the regent extorted from the church 
tfhe thirds to which they had right by law. But 
the clergy, inftead of reaping any advantage from 
fhis alteration, found that payments became more 
irregular and dilatory than ever. One minifter 
•i\'as commonly burthened with the care of four or 
five parifhes, a pitiful falary was allotted him, and 
the regent's infatiable avarice feized on the reft of 
the fund p. 

The death of Charles IX. which happened this 
year, wSis a new misfortune to the Scottifli queen. 
Henry III. who fucceeded him, had not the fame 
attachment to her perfon ; and his jealoufy of the 



fequence, tlie value of coin in proportion. In the year 1581, 
all the mon^y coined by him was called in, and appointed 
to be re-coined. The ftandard was reftored to the fame pu- 
rity as formerly, Ruddim. Praef. to Anderf. Diplom. p. 74. 
. ' Crawf. Mem. 272. Spotf. 273. Cald. fi. 4^0, 427. 

houfe 




OF SCOTLAND. 3/3 

hoiife of Galfe, and obfequioufnefs to the queea 
mother, greatly alienated him from, her intereft. 

The death of the duke of Chatelherault mufl: 
likewife be confidered as fome lofs to Mary. As 
the parliament had frequently declared him next 
heir to the crown, this entitled him to great re- 
XpeSt among his countrymen, and enabled him, 
more than any other perfon in the kingdom, to 
<:ounterbalance the regent's power. 

Soon after, at one of the ufual interviews be- 
tween the wardens of the Scottifli and Engli(h 
inarches, a fcuffle happened, in which the Englifli 
were worfted ; a few killed on the fpot ; and fir 
James Forrefter, the warden, Vith federal gentle- 
men who attended him, taken prifoners. But both 
Elizabeth and the regent were too fenfible of the 
advantage which refulted from the good under^ 
Handing that fubfifted between the two kingdoms, 
to allow this flight accident to interrupt it. 

The domeftic tranquillity of the kingdom was Attempts of 
;in fome danger of being difturbed by another ag'linttThe 
.caufe. Though the perfons raifed to the dignity l^^^l'}""'^ 
of bifliops poffefled very fmall revenues, and a 
very moderate degree of power, the clergy, to 
whom the regent and all liis meafures were be- 
come extremely odious, began to be jealous of, 
that order. Knowing that corruptions ileal into 
the church gradually, under honourable names and 
upon decent pretences, they were afraid that, from 
fuch fmall beginnings, the hierarchy might grow 
in time to be as powerful and oppreflive as ever. 
The chief author of thefe fufpicions was Mr. An- 
B b 3 drew 
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drew Melvil, a man diftinguifhed by his uncommoa 
erudition, by the feverity of his manners, and. the 
'^^5" intrcpidity of his mind. But, bred up in the re- 
tirement of a college, he was unacquainted with 
the arts of life ; and being more attentive to the 
ends which he purfued, than to ,the means which 
he employied for promoting them, he often defeat- 
ed laudable defigns by the impetuofity and im- 
prudence with which he carried them on. A 
queftion was moved by him in the aflerably, " whe- 
ther the office of bifhop, as now exercifed in the 
kingdom, were agreeable to the word of God ?" In 
the ecclefiaftical judicatories, continual complaints 
were made of the- bilhops for neglefl: of duty, 
many of which their known remiffifiefs too well 
juftified. The bifhop of Dunkeld, being accufed 
of dilapidating his benefice, was found guilty b^ 
the affembly. The regent, inftead of checking, 
connived at thefe difputes about ecclefiaftical go* 
vernment, as they diverted the zeal of the clergy 
from attending to his daily encroachments on ths; 
patrimony of the church \ 
15/6- The weight of the regent's oppreffive adminir 

fomeofthe ftration had, hitherto, fallen chiefly on thofe in the 
lower and middle rank; but he began now to 
take fuch fteps as convinced the nobles,, that their 
dignity would not long exempt them from feeling 
the effefts of his power. An accident, which was 
a frequent caufe of diflenfion among the Scottifli 
nobles, occafioneH a difference between the earls 
of Argyll and Athol. A v^fTal of the former had 

? C4d. Affemblies, 1574, &c. Johnft. ffift, 15. 

madq 
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made fome depredations on the lands of the latter. 
Athol took arms to punifh the offender ; Argyll, 
to proteft him ; and this ignoble quarrel they were 
ready to decide in the field, when the regent, by 
inteirpoiing his authority, obliged them to dilband 
their forces. Both of them had been guilty of irre- 
gularities, which, though common, were contrary 
to the letter of the law. Of thefe the regent took 
advantage, and refolved to found on them a charge 
of treafon. This defign was revealed to the two 
earls by one of Morton^s retainers. The common • 
danger to which they were expofed, compelled 
them to forget old quarrels, and to unite in a clofe 
confederacy for their mutual defence. Their junc- 
tion rendered them formidable ; they defpifed the 
fummons which the regent gave them to appear 
before a court of juftice ; and he was obliged to 
idefift from any further profecution. But the injury 
he intended made a deep irapreffion on their minds, 
and drew upoii him fevere vengeance '. 

Nor was he more foccefsful in an attempt which 
he made, to load lord Claud Hamilton with the 
guilt of having formed a confpiracy againft his life. 
Though thofe who were fuppofed to be his ac- 
complices were feized and tortured, no evidence 
of any thing criminal appeared ; but, on the con- 
trary, many circumftances difcovered his inno- 
cence^ as well as the regent's fecret views in im- 
puting to him fuch an odious defign \ 

TuE Scottifh nobles, who wei'e almofl equal to 1577. 
their monarchs in power, and treated by them thekcy™ 

towards ths 

' Crawf. Mem. 285. • Ibid. 287. king. 
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with much diftinftion, obfenred thefe artdtra*y 

proceedings of a regent with the utmoft indigtiar 
tion. The people, who, under a form of govenj* 
ment extremely fimple, had been little accuftomcd 
to the burden of taxes, complained loudly of the 
regent's rapacity. And all began to tpra their ey^ 
tow;ard$ the young king, from whom they expeft- 
ed the redrefs of all their grievances, and the re- 
turn of a more gentle and more equal admni* 
ftration^ 
j.mcs's' James was npw in the twelfth year of his age. 
itTtcTfii The queen, foon after his birth, had committed 
tiuij. ' him to the care of the earl of Mar, and during the 
civil wars he had refided fecurely in the caftle of 
Stirling. Alexander Erikine, that nobleman's bro- 
ther, had the chief direftion of his education^ 
Under him^ the fampus Buchanan a^ed as pre- 
ceptor, together with three other mafters, the moft 
eminent the nation afforded for fkill in thofe fci- 
ences which were deemed neceffary for a prince. 
As the young king fhewed an uncommon palfion 
for learning, and made great progrefs in it, the 
Scots fancied that they already difcovered in him 
all thofe virtues whiph the fondnefs or credulity 
pf fubjeds ufually afcribes to princes during their 
minority. But, as James was ftill far from that 
age at which the law permitted him to affump 
the reins of government, the regent did not fuffi- 
jciently attend to the fentiments of the people, nor 
refleft how naturally thefe prejudices in his favour 
might encourage the king to anticipate that period. 
Jle not onlv ndglefted l^o fecure the friendfhip of 

thofe 
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diofe wllo wene about the king's perfon, and who 
pofleifed his ear, but had even exafperated fom^ of 
them by perfonal injuries. Their refentment con- '577. 
curred with the ambition of others, in infufmg into ciuus oi the 
the king early fufpicions of Morton's power and po^,* 
defigns. 4- ii^gj they told him, had often reafosi 
to fear, ieidom to love, a regent. Prompted by 
ambition, and by intereft, he would endeavour to 
keep the prince in perpetual infancy, at a diftance 
from his fubje^, and uiiacquainted with bufinefs. 
A fmall degree of vigour, however, was fufficient 
to break the yoke, Subjefts naturally reverence 
their fovereign, and become impatient of the tetn- 
porary and dfeiegated jurifdidion of a regent* 
Morton hiid governed with rigour unknown to ilm 
ancient tnonarchs of Scotland. The nation groan- 
ed under his oppreffions, and would welcome the 
firft prpfpe£t of a milder adminiftration. At pre- 
fent the king's name was hardly mentioned in 
Scotland, his friends were without inftpence, and 
Jlis favourites without honour. But one effort 
would difcpver Morton's power to be as feeble as 
it was arbitrary. The fame attempt would put 
himfelf in poffeffion of his juft authority, and refcue 
the nation from intolerable tyranny. If he did not 
regard his own rights as a king, let him lilten, at 
lead, to the cries of his people '. 

These fuggeftions made a deep impreffion on a plot 
jthe young king, who was trained up in an opinion agaM lUe 
that he was bom to command. His approbation '^^^^"^ 
pf the deiign, however, was of fmall confequence, 

' Mclvil, 249. 
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without the concurrence of the nobles. The earls 
of Argyll and Athol, two of the moft powerful of 
that body, were animated with implacable refcnt- 
rnent againft the regent* To them the cabal in 
Stirling caftle communicated the plot which was 
on foot J and they entering warmly into it, Alex- 
ander Eikine, who, fmce the death of his brother, 
and during the minority of his nephew^ had the 
command of that fort, and the cuftody of the 
king's perfon, admitted them fecretly into the 
fcing^s prcfence. They gave him the fame account 
of the mifery of hk fubje&s, under the regent^s 
arbitrary adminiftration ; they complained loudly 
. of the injuftice with which themfelves had been 
treated, and befougbt the king, as the oiily means 
for redreiGng the grievances of the nation, to call 
a council of all the nobles. James confeated, and 
ietter6 were iUued in his name for that purpofe } 
but the two earls took care that they Ihould be 
fent only to fuch as were known to bear no good 
will to Morton "". 

The number of thefe was, however, fo confi- 
derable, that on the day appointed, far the greater 
part of the nobles affemblcd at Stirling ; and fo 
highly were they incenfed againft Morton, that 
although, on receiving intelligence of Argyll and 
Athpl's interview with the king, he had made a 
^^ '^* feint as if he would refign the regency, they ad- 
vifed the king, without regarding this offer, to de- 
prive him of his office, and to take the adminiftra- 
tion of government into his own hands* Lord 

^ Spotf. a^/S. 

Glami$ 
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Glamistfae chancellor, and Hemes, were appcunt* ^^j*^ 
ed to iignify this refolution to Morton, who wag ^ - ^^ ^ ^^ mj 
at that time in Dalkeith, his ufual place of refi* '^^^ 
dence. Nothing could equal the joy with which "« »^^ 
this unexpefked refolution filled the nation, but the aud vxukea^ 
furprife occ^fioned by the feeming alacrity with 
which the regent defcended from fo high a ftation« 
He neither wanted fagacity to forefee the danger 
of reiigning, nor inclination to keep pofleifion of 
an ofSce, for the expiration of which the law had 
fixed fo diftant a term. But all the fources 
whence the faftion of which he was head derived 
their ftrength, had either failed, or now fupplied 
his adverfaries with the means of humbling him* 
The commons, the city of Edinburgh, the clergy^ 
were all totally alienated from him, by his multi*- 
plied oppreffions. Elizabeth, having lately bound 
herfelf by treaty, to fend a confiderable body of 
troops to the afSftance of the inhabitants of the 
Netherlands, who were flruggling for liberty, had 
little leifure to attend to the affairs of Scotland ; 
and as flie bad nothing to dread from France, 
in whofe councils, the princes of Lorrain had not 
at that time much influence, (he was not difpleafed, 
perhaps, at the birth of new factions in the king- 
dom. Even thofe nobles, who had long been 
joined with Morton in faftion, or whom he had 
attached to his perfon by benefits, Glamis, Lind- 
fay^ Ruthven, * Pitcairn the fecretary, Murray of 
Tiliibardin comptroller, all deferred his falling for- 
tunes, and appeared in the council at Stirling, So 
piany concurring -circumftances convinced Morton 

of 
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BOOK c( lib own weaknefs, and determmed him to give 
way to a torrent, which was too impetuous to be 
refifted. He attended the chancellor and Herries 
to Edinburgh ; was prefent when the kind's accept- 
ance of the government was proclaimed ; and, in 
the prefence of the people, furrendered to the king 
all the authority to which he had any claim in vir- 
tue of his ofGce. This ceremony was accompanied 
with fuch exceffive joy and acclamations of the 
multitude, as added, no do\>bt, to the anguiih 
which an ambitious fpirit muft feel, when com- 
pelled to renounce fupreme power ; and convinced 
Morton how entirely he had loft the affections cf 
his countrymen. He obtained, however, from the 
king an aQ: containing the approbation <rf every 
thing done by him in the exercife of his office, and 
* ' a pardon, in the moft ample form that his fear or 
cau^on could devife, of all pad offences, crimes, 
and t^reafons. The nobles, livbo adhered to the 
king^ bound themfelves under a great penalty, to 
procure the ratification of this ad in the firft parjia- 
ment "", 
Continues A couKCTL of twelve pecrs was appointed to 
the motions 3^^ the king in the adminiftration of affairs. 
*ijL'fe iwty. Morton, deftrted by his own party, and unable to 
ftruggle with the fadioa which goverjaed abfo- 
lutely at court, retired to one of his feats., and 
feemed to enjoy the tranquillity, a»d to be occu- 
pied only in the amufements of a^country life. His 
mind, however, was deeply difquieted with all the 
niieafy reflexions which accompany difappointed 
* Spotf. 278. Crawf. Mem. 289.- Cald. ii. 52^* 
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ambition, and intent on fchcmes for i^covering his ^y^^ 
former grandeur. Even in this retreat, which the W--V--.W 
people called the Lion's den^ his wealth and abilities '^^^ 
r€lidered him fcMnnldable ; and the new counfellors 
■were fo imprudent as to roufe him, by the precipi- 
tancy with whioh they haftened to ftrip him of all 
the remains of power. They required him to fur- 
vender the caftle of Edinburgh, which v/as ftill in 
his pofleffion. He refufed at firfl to do fo, and 
began to prepare for its defence ; but the citizen* 
of Ediiiburgh having taken arms, and repulfed 
part of the garriibn, which was fent out to guard a 
<k)nvoy of provifi<His, he was obliged to give up 
that important fortrefs without refiftance. This 
encouraged hi^ averfaries to call a parliament to. 
^eet at Edinburgh, and to multiply their demands 
upon hhn, in fuch a manner, as convinced him that 
iloth^ing lefs than his utter ruin would fatisfy their 
inveterate hatred. 

Their power and popularity, however, began 
ilready to decKne. The chancellor, the ableft and 
moft moderate man in the ^arty, having been killed 
at Stirling, in an accidental rencounter between 
his followers and thofe of the earl of Crawford ; 
Athol, who was appoinfed his fucceffor in that 
high office, the earls of Eglinton, Caithnefs, and 
lord Ogilvie, all the prime favourites at court, were 
either avowed papifts, or fufpefted of leaning to 
the opinions of that feft. In an age when the re* 
turn of popery was fo much and fo juftly dreaded, 
this gave univerfal alarm. As Morton had always 
treated tba papifts with rigour, this unfeafonable 

favour 
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favour to perfons of that religioa made all ss^loud 
proteflaats remember that circumftance in his ad-^ 
'^^** miniftration with great praife ^. 
Refu'tteshis MoRTON, to whom nonc of thefe 'particulars 
A^iy/" were unknown, thought this the proper juncture 
for fetting to work the inftruments which be had 
been preparing. Having gained the confidence of 
the earl of Mar, and of the countefs his mother, 
he infinuated to them, that Alexander Erflune had 
formed a plot to deprive his nephew of the go- 
vernment of Stirling caftle, and the cuftody of the 
king's perfon; and eafily induced an ambitious 
woman^ and a youth of twenty, to empk>y force 
to prevent this fuppofed injury. The earl repair- 
^pritad. ing fuddenly to Stirling, and being admitted as 
ufual into the caflle with his attendants, feized the 
gates early in the morning, and turned oat his 
uncle, who dreaded no d^iger from his haiids« 
The foldiers of the garrifon fubmitted to him as 
ihdr governor, and, with little danger and no 
effufion of blood, he became mafter both of the 
king's perfon, and of the fortrefs '* 

An event fo unexpeded occafioned great con« 
ftemation. Though Morton's hand did not appear 
in the execution, he was^ univerfally believed to be 
the author of the attempt* The new counfellor 
law it to be neceflary, for their own fafety, to 
change their meafures^ and, inftead of puifuing 
him with fu<^h implacable refentment, to enter 
into terms of acconmiodation with an adveriary, 
ftill fo capable of creating them trouble. Four 
' Spotf. 283. I CaJd. ii, 5 jj. 
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were named, on each fide, to adjuft their differ- ^^f^ 
ences. They met not far from Dalkeith; and ^.^^.^mm ^ 
when they had brought matters near a concluiion, ^^^^* 
Morton, who was too fagacious not to improve the 
advantage which their fecurity and their attention 
tQthe treaty afforded him, fet out in the night- 
time for Stirling, and having gained Murray of 
Tillibardin, Mar's uncle, was admitted by him Ma^z^. . 
into the caftle ; and managing matters there with 
his ufual dexterity, he foon had more entirely the 
command of the fort, than the earl himfelf. He 
was likewife admitted to a feat in the privy 
council, and acquired as complete an afcendant 
init\ 

As the time appointed for the meeting of par- 
liament at Edinburgh now approached, this gave 
him fome anxiety. He was afraid of conducting 
the young king to a city whofe inhabitants were fo 
much at the devotion of the adverfe fadion. He * 
was no iefs unwilling to leave James behind at Stir- 
ling. In order to avoid this dilemraa, he ifiued a 
proclamation in the king's name, changing the 
place of meeting from Edinburgh to Stirling- 
caftle. This Athol and his party reprefented as a 
ftep altogether unconftitutional. The king, faid 
they, is Morton's prifoner; the pretended coun-* 
fellors are his flaves ; a parliament, to which all 
the nobles may repair Vithout fesd*, and where 
th^y may deliberate with freedom, is abfolutely 
neceifary for fettling the nation, after diforders of 
fuch long conunuance. But in an affembly, called 

;Cald.ii.536. 

<:ontrary 
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contrary to all form, held within the walls of a gdr-^ 
rifon, and overawed by armed men, what iafety 
could members exped ? what liberty could prevail 
in debate ? or what benefit refult to the public ? 

July 25. The parliament met, however, on the day ap- 
pointed, and, notwithftanding the proteftation of 
the earl of Montrofe and lord Lindfay, in name 
of their party, proceeded to bufmefs. The king's 
acceptance of the government was confirmed ; the 
aft granted to Morton, for his fecurity, ratified j 
fome regulations, with regard to the numbers and 
authority of the privy council, were agreed upon ; 
and a penfion for life granted to the countefs of 
Mar, who had be^n fo inftrumental in bringing 
about the late revolution ^. 

Argyll and Meanwhile Argyll, Athol, and their followers. 

armsagainA took arms, upon the fpecious pretence ox relciung 
the king from captivity, and the kingdom from 
opprei&on. James himfelf, impatient of the fervi- 
tude in which he was held, by a man whom he had 
long been taught to hate, fecretly encouraged their 
enferprife; though, at the fame time, he was 
obliged not only to difavow them in public, but to 
levy forces againO; them, and even to declare, by 
proclamation, that he was perfe&ly free from any 

Auguft ir. eonftraint, either upon his perfon or his wilL Both 
fides quickly took the field. Argyll and Athol 
were at the head of feven thoufand men ; the earl 
of Angus, Morton's nephew, met them with m 
army five thoufand flrong; neither party, how- 
ever, was eager to engage. Morton dMbrufted the 

* Cald. S. 547, ParL 5 Jac, 6. 
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fidelity of his own troops. The two earls were 
fenfible that a fingle vidoryj however complete, 
would not be decifive } and, as they were in no 
condition to undertake the fiege of Stirling-caftle^ 
where the l^ing was kept, their ftrength would 
foon be exhaufted, while Morton's own wealth, 
and the patronage of the queen of England^ 
Plight furnifli him with endlefs refources. By the Elizabeth 
mediation of Bowes, whom Elizabeth had fent an\°ccom. 
into Scotland to negociate* an accommodation be- ^t^eeri" 
tween the two fadions, a treaty was concluded, in ^^«°^' 
confequence of which, Argyll and Athol were ad- 
mitted into the king's " prefence ; . fome of their 
party were added to the privy council ; arid a con- 
vention of nobles called, in order to bring all re- 
maining differences to an amicable iffue S 

As foon as James affumed the government into 
his own hands, he difpatched the abbot of Dun- 
fermling to inform Elizabeth of that eVent ; to 
offer to renew the alliance between the two king- 
dcmS ; and to demand pofleflion of the eflate 
which had lately fallen to him by. the death of his 
grandmother the countefs of Lennox. That lady's 
fecond fon had left one daughter, Arabella Stewart^ 
who was born in England. And as the chief ob-' 
jeftion againft the pretenfions of the Scottifh line 
to the crown of England, was that maxim of' 
Englifh law, which excludes aliens from any right 
of inheritance within the kingdom, Elizabeth, by 
granting this demand, would have eflablifhed a 
precedent in James's favour, that might have been 

' Crawf. Mem. 307. 
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* ^P ^ deemed decifive, with regard to a point, which ft 
^^mf^ ^ '-mt^f had been her conftant care to keep undecided. 

*578. Without fufFering this delicate queftion to be tried, 
or allowing any new light to be thrown on that 
which (he confidered as the great myftery of her 
reign, Ibe commanded lord Burleigh, mafter of 
the wards, to fequefter the rents of the eftate ; and, 
by this method of proceeding, gave the Scottifti 
king early warning how neceffary it would be to 
court her favour, if ever he hoped for fuccefs in 
claims of greater importance, but equally liable 
to be controverted ^. 

1579- After many delays, and with much difficulty, 

the contending nobles were at laft brought to fome 
agreement. But it was followed by a tragical 
event, Morton, in token of reconcilement, hav- 
ing invited the leaders of the oppofite party to a 
great entertainment, Athol the chancellor was 
April 24. foon after taken ill, and died within a few days. 
The fymptoms and violence of the difeafe gave 
rife to ftrong fufpicions of his being poifoned ; 
and though the phyficians, who opened his body, 
differed in opinion as to the caufe of the diflem- 
per, the chancellor's relations publicly accufed 
Morton of that odious crime. The advantage 
which vifibly accrued to him, by the removal of 
a man of great abilities, and averfe from all his 
meafures, was deemed a fufEcient proof of his guilt 
by the people, who are ever fond of imputing 
the death of eminent perfons to extraordinary 
caufes ^ 

^ Camd. 461. « Spotfw. 306. 

The 
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1*HE office of chancellor was beftowed upon ^^ ^ 
Argyll, w^ioni this preferment reconciled, in a ' — v*-^ 
great meafure, to Morton's adminiftration. He Monon'^s* 
had now recovered all the authority which he pof- ii'^&f'P'^- 

^ ^ * ceedings 

feffed during his regency, and had entirely broken, agamft th« 
or baffled^ the power and cabals of his enemies, H^nfuon, 
None of the great families remained to be the 
objedbs of his jealoufy or to obfl:ru6t his defigns, 
but that of Hamilton. The earl of Arran, the 
eldeft brother, had never recovered the fhock 
which he received from the ill fuccefs of his paffion 
for the queen, and had now altogether loft his 
reafon. Lord John, the fecdnd brother, was in 
poflefSon of the family eftate* Lord Claud was 
commendator of Paifley ; both of them young 
men, ambitious and enterprifmg. Morfon dreaded 
their influence in the kingdom ; the courtiers 
hoped to {hare their fpoils among them ; and as 
all princes naturally view their fucceflbrs with 
jealdufy and hatred, it was eafy to infufe thefe paf- 
fions into the mind of the young king* A pre- 
tence was at hand to juftify the moft violent pro- 
ceedings. The pardon, ftipulated in the treaty 
of Perth, did not extend to fuch as wer6 acceffary 
to the murder of the regents Murray or Lennox. 
Lord John and his brother were fufpefted of being 
the authors of both thefe crimes, and had been 
included in a general aft of attainder on that ac- 
count. AVithout fummoning them to trial, or 
examining a lingle witnefs to prove the charge, 
this attainder was now thought fufficient to fubjeft 
them to all the penalties which they would have 
C c 2 incurred 
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^yf^ incurred by being formally conviSed. The earls 
^■^^"v^ of Morton, Mar, and Eglinton, together with the 
'^^^' lords Ruthven, Boyd, and Cathcart, received a 
commiffion to feize their perfons and eftates. On 
a few hours warning, a confiderable body of troops 
was ready, and marched towards Hamilton in hoftile 
array. Happily the two brothers made their 
efcape, though with great difEculty. But their 
lands were confifcated ; the caftles of Hamilton 
and Draffan befieged; thofe who defended them 
punifhed. The earl of Arran, though incapable, 
from his fituation, of committing any crime, was 
involved, by a Ihameful abufe of law^ in the com- 
mon ruin of his family ; and as if he, too, could 
have been guilty of rebellion, he was confined a 
clofe prifoner. Thefe proceedings, fo contrary to 
the fundamental principles of jultice, were all rati- 
fied in the fubfequent parliament ^ 

About this time Mary fent, by Naue her fecre- 
tary, a letter to her fon, together with fome jewels 
of value, and a veft embroidered with her own 
hands. But, as flie gave him only the title of 
prince of Scotland, the meflengcr was difmiffed, 
• without being admitted into his prefence «. 

Though Elizabeth had, at this time, no par- 
ticular reafon to fear any attempt of the popifh 
princes in Mary's favour, fhe ftill continued to 
guard her with the fame anxious care. The acqui- 
fition of Portugal, on the one hand, and the defence 
of the Netherlands, on the other, fully employed 

^ Crawf. Mem- 311. Spotfw. 306. 
• Grawf. Mem. 314, 

• the 
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the councils and arms of Spain. France, torn in ^y^^ 
pieces by inteftine commotions, and under a weak ^ a s/^^-m^ 
and capricious prince, defpifed and diftrufted by '^^^' 
his owQ fubjeds, was in no condition to difturb its 
neighbours. Elizabeth had long amufed that court Negocia- 
by carrying on a treaty or marriage with the duke maniage 
of AIen9on, the king's brother. But whether, at ElirabTth 
the age of forty-five, Ihe really intended to marry '^l^^^^^ 
a prince of twenty ; whether the pleafure of being Aienjon. 
flattered and courted, made her liften to the ad- 
dreifes of fo young a lover, whom fhe allowed to 
vifit her at two different times, and treated with 
the moft diftinguilhing refpeQ: ; or whether confi- 
derations qf intereft predominated in this as well as 
in evejy other tranfaftion of her reign, are pro* 
blems in hiftory which we are not concerned to 
refdlve. During the progrefs of this negociat^on 
which was drawn out to an extraordinary length, 
Mary could expedt no affiftance from the French 
court, and feems to have held little correfpondence 
with it ; and there was »o period in her reign, 
wherein Elizabeth enjoyed more perfed fecurity. 

Morton feems at this time to have been equally Two favour, 
fecure ; but his fecurity was not fo well founded. afcJmian/" 
He had weathered out one ftorm, had crufhed his °''^' •^'*"'^*' 
adverfaries, and was again in poffeffipn of the fole 
direftion of affairs. * But as the king was now of 
an age when the charader and difpofitions of the 
mind begin to unfold themfelves, and to become 
vifible, the fihalleft attention to thefe might have 
convinced him, that there was reafon to expeft 
pew ' and more dangerous attacks ojfi his power. 
C c -} James 
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James early difcovered that cxceflive attachment 
to favourites, which accompanied him through his 
whole life. This paflion, which naturally anfes 
from inexperience, and youthful warmth of heart, 
was, at his age, far from being culpable; nor 
could it well be expeQed that the choice of the 
objefts, on whom he placed his affeftions, fliould 
be made with great ikill. The moft confiderable 
of them was Efme Stewart, a native of France, 
and fon of a fecond brother of the earl of Lennox. 
He was diftinguiflied by the title of lord D'Au* 
bigne, an eftate in France, which defcended to 
him from his anceftors, on whom it had been 
conferred, in reward of their valour and fervices 
rpt. 8. to the French crown. He arrived in Scotland 
about this time, on purpofe to demand the eftate 
and title of Lennox, to which he pretended a legal 
right. He was received at firft by the king with 
the refpedt due to fo near a relation. The grace- 
fulnefs of his perfon, the elegance of his drefs, and 
his courtly behaviour, made a great imprqflion on 
James, who, even in his more mature years, was 
little able to refift thefe frivolous charms ; and his 
affeftion flowed with its ufual rapidity and profu- 
fion. Within a few days after Stewart's appear.- 
ance at court, he was created lord Aberbrothock, 
foon after earl, and then duke of Lennox, gover- 
nor of Dunbarton caftle, captain of the guard, 
firft- lord of the bed-chamber, and lord high 
chamberlain. At the fame time, and without any 
of the envy or emulation, which is ufual among 
candidates for favour, captain James Stewart, the 
4 fecpn4 
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Jfecond fon of lord Ochiltree, grew into great con- book 
fidence. But, notwithftanding ±is union, Lennox ^^.^^^^ 
and captain Stewart were perfons of very oppofite '^^^* 
•charadlers. The former was naturally gentle, hu- 
mane, candid ; but, unacquainted mth the ftate of 
the country, and mifled or mifinformed by thofe 
whom he trufted ; not unworthy to be the com- 
panion of the young king in his amufements, but 
utterly difqualified for afting as a minifter in di- 
refting his affairs. The latter was remarkable for 
all the vices which render a man formidable to his 
country, and' a pernicious counfellor to his prince j 
•nor did he poffefs any one virtue to counterbalance 
thefe vices, unlefs dexterity in conducing his own 
defigns, and an enterprifing courage, fuperior to 
-the fenfe of danger, may pafs by that name. Un- 
reftrained by religion, regardlefs of decency, and 
tindifmayed by oppofition, he aimed at objeds 
feemingly unattainable ; but, under a prince voi4 
of experience, and blind to all the defedts of ihofe 
who had gained his favour, his audacity was fuc- 
-cefsful ; and honours, wealth, and power were the 
reward of his crimes. • 

Both the favourites concurred in employing They labour 
their whole addrefs to undermine Morton's credit, mine^Mor. 
which alone obftrufted their full poffeffion of ';.^^^^^'^^ 
power. As James had been bred up with an 
averfion for that nobleman, who endeavoured ra- 
ther to maintain the authority of a tutor, than to 
a£t with the obfequioufnefs of a minifter, they 
found it no difficult matter to accomplifli their de- 
fign. Morton, who could no longer keep the oa^m. 
C c 4 king 
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king fliut up within the walls of Stirling-caftle, 
having called a parliament to meet at Edinburgh, 
'^'^' brought him thither. James made his entry into 
the capital wjth great fplemnity j the citizens 
received him with the loudeft acclamations of joy, 
and with many expenfive pageants, acpording to 
the mode of that ^ age. After a long period of 
thirty-feven years, during which Scotland had been 
fubjefted to the delegated power of regents, or 
to the feeble government of a woman ; aiter hav- 
ing fufFered all the miferies of civil war, and felt 
the infolenqe of foreign armies, the nation rejoiced 
to fee the fceptre once more in the hands of a 
king. Fond even of that fcadow of authority, 
. ^hich a prinpe oif fifteen could poffef^^ the Scots 
flattered themfelves, that union, order, and tran- 
quillity would now be reftored to the kingdom, 
James opened the parliament with extraordinary 
pomp, but nothing remarkable pafled in it. 
€580. These demonftrations, however, of the people'sj 

love and attachment to their fovereign, encou- 
raged the favourites to continue their infinuations 
againft Mojton J and as the king now refided in 
the palace of Holyrood-houfe, to which all his 
fubjeds had accefs, the cabal againft the earl grew 
daily ftronger, and the intrigue, which occafioned 
his fall, ripened gradually. 
Morton en- MoRTON began to be fenfible of his danger, and 
ijrevent cndcavoured to put a ftop to the career of Len- 
noxes preferment, by reprefenting him as a for- 
midable enemy to the reformed religion, a fecret 
agent in favour of popery, and a known emiflary 

^ ' ' ' ■' ^^ of 
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of the houfe of Guife. The clergy, apt to believe 
every rumour of this kind, fpread the alarm among 
the people. But Lennox, either out of complai- 
fance to hi^ mafter, or convinced by the arguments 
of fome learned divines whom the king appointed 
to inftrudl him in the principles of the proteftant 
religion, publicly renounced the errors of popery^ 
in the church of St. Giles, and declared himfelf a 
member of the church of Scotland, by figning bet 
Confeffion of Faith. This, though it did aot ro- 
move all fufpicions, nor filence fome zealouis 
preachers, abated, in a great degree, the force of 
the accufation''. 

On the other hand, a rumour prevailed that 
Morton was preparing to feize the king's perfon, 
and to carry him into England. Whether defpair 
of maintaining his power by any other means, had 
driven him to make any overture of that kind to 
the Englifli court, or whether it was a calumny 
invented by his adverfaries to render him odious^ 
cannot now be determined with certainty. As he 
declared at his death that fuch a defign had nevct 
entered into his thoughts, the latter feems to b^ 
moft probable. It, afforded a pretence, howeve!% 
for reviving the ofSce of lord chamberlain, which 
had been for fome time difufed. That honour wa« 
conferred on Lennox. Alexander Eiikine, Moi^ 
ton's capital enemy, was his deputy ; they had 
under them a band of gentlemen, who were apf 
pointed conftantly to attend the king, and to guard 
|iis perfon *. 

? Crawf. Mem, 3 19. Spotfw. 308. * Crawf. Mem. 526. 
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Morton was not ignorant of what his Enemies 
intended to infinuate by fuch unufual precautions 
Elizabeth ^^^ ^^^ king's fafety ; and, as his laft refource, ap- 
inicipcfesin pHed to EUzabcth, whofe protedlion. had often 
ftood him in ftead in his grealeft difficulties. In 
confequence of this application, Bowes, her envoy, 
accufed Lennox of praftices againft the peace of 
che two kingdoms, and infilled, in her name, that 
he fliould inftantly be removed from the privy 
council. Such an unprecedented demand was con- 
fidered by the counfellors as an affiront to the king, 
and aa encroachment on the independence of the 
kingdom. They afFefted to call in queftion the 
envoy's powers, and upon that pretence refufed 
him farther audience ; and he retiring in difguft, 
and without taking leave, fir Alexander Home 
was fent to expoftulate with Elizabeth on the fub- 
jeft. After the treatment which her * envoy had 
received, Elizabeth thought it below her dignity 
to admit Home into her/prefence. Burleigh, to 
whom he was commanded to impart his commif- 
fion, reproached him with his mailer's ingratitude 
towards a benefafbrefs who had placed the crown 
on his head, and required him to advife the king to 
beware of facrificing the friendfliip of fo neceffary 
an ally to the giddy humours of a young man, 
without experience, and ftrongly fufpfeded of prin- 
ciples and attachments incompatible with the hap- 
pinefs of the Scottifli nation. 
.Morton ac- This accufation of Lennpx haftened, in all pro- 
murder of bability, Morton's fall. The a£t of indemnity, 
king!^^ which he had obtained when he rcfigned the re- 
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geacy, was worded with fach fcrupulous exactnefs, 
as alraoft fcreened ' him from any legal profecution. 
The murder of the late king was the only crime ^^^^ 
which could not, with decency, be inferred in a 
pardon granted by his fon. Here Morton ftill 
lay open to the penalties of the law, and captain 
^tewart, who fliunned no aQion, however defpe<. 
rate, if it led to power or to favour, entered the 
council*chamber while the king and nobles were 
aflembled, and falling on his knees, accufed Mor- oewm. 3a» 
ton of being acceflary, or, according to the Ian- 
guage of -the Scottifti law, art and partj in the 
confpiracy againft the life of his Majefty's father, 
and offer-ed, under the ufual penalties, to verify 
this charge by legal evidence. Morton, who was 
prefent, heard this accufation with firmnefs ; and 
replied with a difdainful fmile, proceeding either 
from contempt of the infamous character of his 
accufer, or from confcioufnefs of his own inno- 
cence, *' that his known zeal in punifliing thofe 
who were fufpefted of that detcftable crime, might 
well exempt himfelf from any fufpicion of being 
accefli^ry to it ; neverthelefs, he would cheerfully 
fubmit to a trial, either in that place or in any 
other coyrt ; and doubted not but his own Jimo- 
cence, and the malice of his enemies, v;ould then 
appear in the cleareft light.*' Stewart, who was 
ftill on his knees, began to inquire how he would 
reconcile his beftowing fo many honours on Archi- 
bald Douglas, whom he certainly knew to be one 
of the murderers, with his pretended zeal againft 
jhat crjme. Morton was ready to anfwer. But 

the 
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the king commanded both to be remoVed, The 
«irl was confined, firft of all to his own houfe, and 

janulrjz, ^^^^ Committed to the caftle of Edinburgh, of 
which Alexander EriHine was governor ; and, as 
If it had not been a fufEcient indignity to fubjeft 
him to the power of one of his enemies, he was. 
foon after carried to Dunbarton, of which Lennox 

Jin. is. had the command. A warrant waS likewife iffaed 
for apprehending Archibald Douglas ; but he, 
having received timely intelligence of the ap- 
proaching danger, fled into England ^. 

The earl of Angus, who imputed thefe violent 
proceedings, not to hatred agiinft Morton alone, 
but to the ancient enmity between the houfes of 
Stewart and of Douglas, ajid who believed that a 
confpiracy was now formed for the deftrudion of 
all who bore that name, was ready to take arms in 
Ofder to refcue his kinfman. But Morton abfo- 
lutely forbad any fuch attempt, and declared that 
h(B would rather fuffer ten thoufand deaths, than 
bring an imputation upon his own character by 
feeming to decline a trial K 

Eiirabeih»s ELIZABETH did not fail to intcrpofc, with 

meafuies io ^Tarmth, in behalf of a man who had contributed 

oi (ler to ' ^ ■ 

fave him. fo much to ' prefcrve her influence over Scotland. 
The late tranfadions in that kingdom had given 
her great uneafmefs. The power which Lennox 
had acquired independent of her w?is dangerous; 
the treatment her ambafladors had met with diflfer- 
^ greatly from the rcfpeft with which the Scots 

* Crawf. Mem. 323. ^ Johnft. 64. Spotfw, 311, 
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Vrere in ufe to receive her miaifters ; and the attack 
now made on Morton, fully convinced her that 
there"^ was an intention to fow the feeds of difcord 
between the two nations, and to feduce James into 
a new alliance with France, or into a marriage 
with fome popifh princefs. Full of thefe appre- 
henfions, (he ordered a confiderable body of troops 
to be aiTembled on the borders of Scotland, and 
difpatched Randolph as her ambaffador into that 
kingdom; He addreffed himfelf not only to 
James, and to his council, but to a convention of 
eilates, met at that time. He began with enn* 
merating the extraordinary benefits which Elizabeth 
had conferred on the Scottifli nation : that without 
demanding a fingle foot of land for herfelf, with- 
out encroaching on the liberties of the kingdom in 
the fmallefl article, fhe had, at the expence of the 
blood of her fubjeft^ and the treafures of her 
crown, refcued the Scots from the dominion of 
France, eftablifhed among them true religion, and 
put them in poffeffion of their ancient rights; s 
that from the beginning of civil diflenfions in the 
kingdom, Ihe had protefted thofe who efpoufed 
the king's caufe, and by her affiftance alone, the 
crown had been preferved on hjs head, and all the 
attempts of the adverfe faftion baffled : that a:v 
union, unknown to their anceftors, but equally 
beneficial to both kingdoms, had fubfifled for » 
k)ng period of years ; and though fo many popilh 
princes had combined to difturb this happy ftate' 
of things, her care, and their conftancy, had hi- 
therto defeated all thefe eSbrts : that flrj had ob- 

ferved 



3S^8 THE HISTORY 

BOOK fei-ved of late an unufual coldnefs, diflruft, att4 
\m0^^A^^ eftrangement in the Scottifh council, which ih^ 
*'5^'* could impute to none but to Lennox, a fubjeft of 
]f*rance, a retainer to the houfe of Guife, bred upr 
in the errors of popery, and ftill fufpefted of 
favouring that fuperftition* Not fatisfied with 
having mounted fo faft to an uncommon height of 
power, which he exercifed with all the raflinefs of 
youth, and all the ignorance of a ftranger; nor 
thinking it enough to have deprived the earl of 
. Morton of the authority due to his abilities anJ 
experience, he had confpired the ruin of that noble- 
man, who had often expofed his life in the king's 
caufe, who had contributed more than any other 
fubjeft to place him on the throne, to refift the en- 
croachments of popery, and to preferve the union 
between the two kingdoms. If any zeal for reli- 
gion remained among the nobles in Scotland, if 
they wiflied for the continuance of amity with 
England, if they valued the privileges of their own 
order, he called upon them, in the name of his 
miftrefs, to remove fuch a pernicious counfellor 
, as Lennox from the prefence of the young kin^, 
to refcue Morton out of the hands of his avowed 
enemy, and fecure to him the benefit of a. fair and 
impartial trial : and if force was neceffary towards 
accomplifliing a defign fo falutary to the king and 
kingdom, he promifed them the protection of his 
miftrefs in the enterprife, and whatever affiftance 
they fhould demand either of men or money "". 

" Cald. iii. 6. Strype, ii. 621, 

But 
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But thefe extraordinary remonftrances, accqpi- b 00 k 
panied with fuch an unufual appeal from the king v^^— v-i-w 
to his fubjefts, were not the only means employed '^^*- 
by Elizabeth in favour of Morton, and againft 
Lennox. She perfuaded the prince of Orange to 
fend an agent into Scotland, and, under colour of 
complimenting James on account of the valour 
which many of his fubjecls had difplayed in the 
fervice of the dates, to enter into a long detail of 
the reftlefs enterprifes of the popifli princes againft 
the proteftant religion 5 to befeech him to adhere 
inviolably to the alliance with England, the only 
barrier which fecured his kingdom againft their 
dangerous cabals ; and, above all things, to dif- 
truft the infmuations of thofe who endeavoured to 
weaken or to diflblve that union between the Bri- 
tifli nations, which all the proteftants in Europe 
beheld with fo much pleafure \ 

James's counfellors were too intent upon the jimesde- 
deftruftion of their enemy to liften to thefe remon- p!^Zd^ 
ftrances. The officious interpofition of the prince ^^'"^^ '''™' 
of Orange, the haughty tone of Elizabeth's mef- 
fage, and her avowed attempt to excite fubjedts to 
rebel againft their fovereign, were confidered as 
unexampled infults on the majefly and independ- 
ence of a crowned head. A general and evafive 
anfwer v/as given to Randolph. James prepared 
to affert his own dignity with fpirit. All thofe 
fufpeded of favouring Morton were turned out of 
offke, fome of them were required ^o furrender 
themfelves prifoners ; the men capable of bearing 

•^ Cald. iii. 9. See Append. No. XLI. ^ 
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amis throiighout the kingdom were commanded 
to be in rcadinefs to take the field ; and troops were 
levied and ported on the borders. The Engliftl 
ambaflador, finding that neither the public mani- 
feflo which he had delivered to the convention, 
nor his private cabals with the nobles, could ex- 
cite them to arms, fled in the night-time out of 
Scotland, where libels againft him had been daily 
publifhed, and even attempts made upon his life- 
In both kingdoms every thing wore an hoftile 
afpeO:. But Elizabeth^ though (he wilhed to have 
intimidated the Scottifh king by her preparation^, 
had no inclination to enter into a war with him, 
and the troops on the borders, whifh had givea 
fuch umbrage, were foon difperfed **, 

The greater folicitude Elizabeth difcovcred for 
Morton's fafety, the more eagerly did his enemies 
drive on their fchemes for his deftru^ion. Captain 
Stewart, his accufer, was firfl: appointed tutor to 
the earl of Arran, and foon after both the title and 
eftate of his unhappy ward, to which he advanced 
fome frivolous claim, were conferred upon him* 
The new-made peer was commanded to conduft 
Morton from Dunbarton to Edinburgh j and by 
that choice the earl was not only warned what fate 
he might expect, but had the cruel mortification 
of feeing his deadly enemy already loaded with ho- 
nours, in reward of the malice with which ^he had 
contributed to his ruin. 
He is tried The records of the court oi jujiiciary at this 
4emocdI period are loft. The account which our hifto- 

• Crawf. Mv^m. J23. Strype, ii. App. 138. 
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mns give of Morton's trial is inaccurate and * ^^ ^ 
iinfatisfaaory. The proceedings againft him feem ^ - ^i^.^ 
to have been carried on with violence. During '^^*' 
the trial, great bodies of armed men were drawn 
up m different parts of the city. The jury was 
compofed of the earl^s known enemies ; and though 
he challenged feveral of them, his objections were 
over-ruled. After a fhort confultation, his peers 
found him guilty of concealing, and of being art 
and pari in the confpiracy againft the life of the 
late king. The firft part of the verdifl: did not 
furprife him, bijt he twice repeated the words art 
and part with fome vehemence, and added, *^ God 
knows it is not fo.'* The doom which the law de- 
crees againft a traitor, was pronounced « The king, 
however, remitted the cruel and ignominious part 
of the fentence, and appointed that he ftiould fuf* 
fer death next day, by being beheaded p. 

During that awful interval, Morton poflefled Hisdeath* 
the utmoft compofure of mind. He fupped cheer- 
fully ; flept a part of the night in his ufual maimer^ 
and employed the reft of his time in religious con- 
ferences, and in afts of devotion with fome mini^ 
fters of the city. The clergyman who attended 
him, dealt freely with his confcience, and preffed 
his crimes home upon him. What he con- 
fefied with regard to the crime for which he fuf- 
fered, is remarkable, and fuppiies, in fome mea* 
fure, the imperfe£tion of our records. He ac- 
knowledged, that on his return from England, after 

' Spotfw. 314. Johnft. 6$. Crawfi Mem. 332. Cald. iii. 4j. 
Arnot's Crimin. Trials, 388. 
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^%fj^ the death of Riao, fiothwell had inlbnned hna 
s^^^ Ckf the conffMraqr agamft the ^iog, vrladx the 
'^^'* qaeen, as he told him, knew of and approTed; 
that h& foUdted hkn to concur m the ezecudoii of 
k, which at that time he abfolutdy declined ; diat 
lixm after, Bothwell himfelf, and Archibald Doug* 
hs, in his name, renewing their folidtations to the 
fame purpofe, he had reqyaired a warrant mider the 
queen's hand, authorizing the attempt, and as that 
had never been produced, he had refufed to be 
any farther concerned in the matter. •* But,** 
continued he, ^ as 1 neither confented to this trea* 
*^ fonable ad, nor affifted in the committing of it^ 
^^ fo it was impofibte for me to reveal, or to pre- 
*• vent it. To whom could I make the diJScovery ? 
^ The queen was the author of the enterprife. 
^* Damly was fuch a changing, that no fecret 
^^ could be fiifely communicated to hkn. Huntly 
'^ and Bothwell, who bore the chief hmy in the 
^ kingdom, were themfelves die perpetrators of 
" the crime*'* Thefe drcumftancis, it muft be 
confelied, go fome length towards extenuating 
Morton's guilt j and though his apology for th« 
&vour he had (hewn to Archibald Douglas, whom 
he knew to be one of the confpirators, be far lefs 
£itisfa£l»ry, no uneafy refle^ons feem to have 
difquieted his own mind on that account % When 
his keepers told him that the guards were attend- 
ing, and all things in readinefs, << I praife m]^ 
*' God," faid he, ^ I am ready likewife." Amn 
co mmanded thefe guards ; and even in ^ofe mo- 

< Crawf. Mem. Agp. UL 
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luents, when the moll implacable hatred is apt to '^i^*^ 
t-elent, the malide^f his enemies could not forbear ^ >^ »'v-ifci^ 
this infolt^ On the fcafiold, his behaviour was *^'^ 
calm ; his countenance and voice unaltered ; and^ 
after fome time fpent in devotion^ he fuffdred 
death with the intrepidity which became the name 
of Douglas. His head was placed 6n the public 
gaol of Edinburgh ; and his body, after lying till 
fun-fet on the fcafFolcl, covered with a beggarly 
cloak, was carried by common porters to the ufual 
burial-place of criminals. None of his friends 
durft accompany it to the grave, or difcover their 
gratitude and refpeft by any fymptoms of forrow '. 

Arrak, no lefs profligate in private life, than 04ioufco«« 
audacious in his public conduft, foon after drew ram. * 
the attention of his countrymen, by his infamous 
marriage with the countefs of March* Before he 
grew into favour at court, he had been often en- 
tertained in her hufband's houfe, and, without re- 
garding the laws of hofpitality or of gratitude, car- 
ried on a cridfifial intrigue with the wife of his be- 
nefaflor, a. woman young and beautiful, but, ac- 
cording to' the defcription of a cotemporary hifto- 
rian, " intolerable in all the imperfedions incident 
to her fex/' Impatient of any reftraint upon their 
mutual deiires, they, with equal ardour, wiihed to 
avow their union publicly, and to legitimate, by a 
marriage, the offspring of their unlawful paffioiu 
The countefs petitioned to be divorced from het 
huiband, for a reafon which no modeil: woman will 
ever jplead. The judges, over-awed by Arran^ 
' Crawf. Mem. 334. Spotfw. 3x4. 
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pafled fentence without delay. This infamous fcenc 
was concluded by a marriage, foleranifed with great 
pomp, and beheld by all ranks of men with the ut- 
moft horror '. 
oaober 24. . A PARLIAMENT was held this year, at the open- 
ing of which fome difputes arofe between Arran 
and the new created duke of Lennox* Arran, 
haughty by nature, and pufhed on by his wife's 
ambition, began to affed an equality with the 
duke, under whofe protection he had hitherto been 
contented to place himfelfl After various attempts 
to form a party in the council againft Lennox, he 
found hin\ fixed fo firmly in the king's, aflfeftions, 
that it was impoflible to ihake him^ and^ rather 
•-. . than lofe all intereft at court, from which he was 
banifhed, he made the moft humble fubmiffions to 
the favourite, and again recovered his former cre- 
dit. This rupfiire contributed, however, to ren- 
der the duke ftill more odious to the nation. 
During the continuance of it, Arran affefted to 
court the clergy, pretended an extraordinary zeal 
for the proteftant religion, and laboured to confirm 
the fufpicions which were entertained of his rival, 
as an emiffary of the houfe of Guife, and a favourer 
.of popery. As he was fuppofed to be acquainted 
with the duke's moft fecret defigns, his calumnies 
were liflened to with greater credit than was du^ 
to his charafter. To this rivaMhip between Len- 
nox and Arran, during the continuance of which 
each endeavoured to conciliate the good-will of 
the cjergy, we muft afcribe feveral a£ts of thiSf 

• Spotfw. 315* 

parliament 



OF SCOTLAND. 405 

parliament uncommonly favourable to the church, book 
particularly one which aboliflied the prafKce intro- _- I^p 
duced by Morton, of appointing but one minifter to ^s^i. 
feveral parifhes. 

No notice hath been taken for feveral years of Ecciefiafti. 
ccclefiaftical aflfairs. While the civil government ^ "" *" * 
underwent fo many extraordinary fetolutions, the 
church was not free from convulfions. Two ob- , 
jefts chiefly engrofled the attention of the clergy* 
The one was, the forming a fyftem of difcipline, 
or ecclefiaftical polity. After long labour, and 
many difEculdeSj this fyftem was at laft brought to 
fome degree of perfeSion. The affembly folemnly 
approved of it, and appointed it to be laid before 
the privy council^ in order to obtain the radfica- 
tJon of it in parliament. But Morton, during his 
adminiftration, and thofe who, after his fall, go- 
verned the king, were equally uHwilling to fee it 
carried into execution ; and by ftarting difficulties, 
and throwing in objeftions, prevented it from re- 
ceiving a legal fanftion. The other point in view 
was, the abolition of the epifcopal order. The' 
bifliops were fo devoted to the king, to whom they 
owed their promotion, that the funftign itfelf was 
by fome reckoned dangercais to civil liberty. Be- 
ing allowed a feat in parliament, and diftinguiflied 
by . titles of honour, thefe not only occafioned 
many avocations from their fpiritual fundtions, but 
foon rendered their charadter and manners ex- 
trepiely diffe««it from thofe of the clergy in th^t 
age. " The nobles viewed their power with jealoufy ; 
the populace confidered their lives as profane ; and 
D d 3 both 
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both viflied their downfal vkh equal ardour. The 
perfonal emulatbn between Melvil and Adamfon, 
a man of learning, and eminent for his popular 
eloquence, who was promoted, on the death of 
Douglas, to be archbifhop of St* Andrews, min- 
gled itfelf with the pallions on each fide, and 
heightened them. Attacks were made in every 
aflembly on the oi-der of bifhops j their privileges 
were gradually circumfcribed ; and at laft an ad: 
was paffed, declaring the ofEce of bifhop, as it waa 
then exercifed within the realm, to have neither 
foundation nor warrant in the word of God ; and 
requirirf|;, under pain of excommunication, all who 
now po0efled that office, in(l?ntly to refign it, ^id 
to abftain from preaching or adminiftering the fa« 
craments, until they ihotid receive permiffion from 
the general affembly. The court did not acquielce 
in this decree, A vacancy happening foon after in 
the fee of Glafgow, Montgomery minifter at Stir- 
ling, a mail vain, fickle, prefumptuous,^ and more 
apt, by the blemifhes in his character, to have 
alienated the people from an order alfeady beloved, 
than to reconcile them to one which was the objed 
of their hatred, mad^ an infamous fimoniacal bar- 
gain with Lennox, md on his recommendation 
was chofen archbiihop. The prefbytery of Stir- 
ling, of which he was a member, the prefbytery 
of Glafgow, whither he was to be tranflated, the 
general affembly^ vied with each other in profei* 
<5>2. cutin^ him on that account. In ojder to icreen 
Montgomery, James made trial both of gentle and 
pf rigorous m^afqres, and both were equally ineflPec- 

tual. 
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tuaJ. The genentl aflembly wai juft ready to pro- ^%^^ 
noui^ ag^nft him the fentence of excommunicsh <>^»*>^^ 
tion^ when an herald entered, and commanded '^-* 
them in the king's name, and under pain of rebel* 
lion, to flop further proceedings* Even this in* 
junflion they defpifed ; and though Montgomery, 
by his tears and feeming penitence, procured a 
ihort refpite, the fentence was at laft iflued by 
ijieir appointment, and publiflied in all the churches 
throughout the kingdom. 

The firmnefs of the clergy in a coUeSive body 
was not greater than the boldnefs of fome indivi- 
duals, particularly of the minifters of Edinburgh. 
They inveighed daily againft the corruptions in 
the adminiftration ; and, with the freedom of fpeech ^ 
admitted into the pulpit,, in that* age, named Len- 
nox and Arran as the chief authors of the griev* 
ances imder which the church and kingdom groan* 
^d. The courtiers, in thdr turn, complained to 
the king of the infolent and feditious fpirit of the 
clergy. In order to check the boldnefs of their 
difcourfes, James iflued a proclamation, command* 
uig Dury, one of the mod popular minifters, not 
Qnly to leave the town, but to abftain from preach- 
ing in any other place. Dury complained to the 
judicatories of this incroae^ment upon the immu* 
Bities of his ofEce. They approved of the do&rine 
which he had delivered ; and he detemuned to dif* 
rc^gard the royal proclamation. But the magiftrates 
h&xifi; deten^ed to compel him to leave the dty, ac« 
<ord^ to tWking's orders, he was obliged to aban* 
^n his charge, after protefting publicly, at the crofs 
Dd4 of 
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of Edinburgh, againft the violence which was put 
upon hini« The people accompanied him to the 
gates with tears and lamentations ; and the clergy 
denounced the vengeance of Heaven agamft the 
authors of this outrage \ 

' In this perilous fituatiqn ftood the church, the 
aiithority of its judicators called in queftion, and 
the liberty of the pulpit reftrained, when a fudden 
revolution of the civil government procured thenj 
unexpeded relief. 

The two favourites, by their afcendant over the 
king, pofleffed uncontrolled power in the king- 
dom, and exercifed it with the utmoft wantoimefs, 
James ufually refided at Dalkeith, or Kinneil, the 
feats of Lennox and of Arran, and was attended by 
fuch company, and employed in fuch amufements, 
as did not fuit his dignity. The fervices of thofe 
who had contributed moft to place the crown on 
bis head were but little remembered* Many who 
had oppofed him with the greateit virulence, en* 
joyed the rewards and honours to which the odiers 
ivere entitled* Exalted notions of regal preroga- 
tive, utterly inconfiftent with the conftitution of 
Scotland, being inftilled by his favourites intp th^ 
mind of the young monarch, unfortunately made, 
at that early age, a deep impreffion there, and b^ 
came the fource of almoft all his fubfrauent errors 
in the government of both kingdoms "". Courts of 
juftice were held in almoft every county,^ the pro- 
prietors of land were called before thqi^ and upon 

Spotfw. 277, &c. 
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the flighteft negleft of any of the numerous forms 
which are peculiar to feudal holdmgs, they were 
fined with unufual and intolerable rigour. Th$ *^'^^ 
lord chamberlain revived the obfolete jurifdiaion 
of his office over the boroughs, and they wer? 
fubjeded to aftions no lefs grievous. A defign 
feemed likewife to have been formed to exafperate 
Elizabeth, and to diflblve the alliance with her, 
which all good protcftants efteemed the chief fecu- 
rity of their religion in Scotland. A clofe corre- 
fpondence was carried on between the king and his 
mother, and confiderable progrefs made towards 
uniting their titles to the crown, by fuch a treaty 
of aflbciation as Maitland had projefted ; which 
could not fail of endangering or diminifliing his 
authority, and muft have proved fatal to thofe who 
had afted againft her with the greateft vigour *. 

All thefe circumftances irritated the impatient tims nobks 
fpirit of the Scottifh nobles, who refolved to tolc- aS** 
rate no longer the infolence of the two minions, or ^^^^' 
to ftand by, while their prcfumption and inexpe- 
rience ruijied both the king and kingdom. Eliza- 
beth, who, during the adminiftration of the four 
regents, had the entire direftion of the affairs of 
Scotland, felt herfelf deprived of all influence in 
that kingdom ever fince the death of Morton, and 
was rejidy to countenance any attempt to refcue 
the king out of the hands of favourites who were 
leading him into meafures fo repugnant to all her 
views. The earls of Mar and Glencairn, lord 
fluthven, lately created earl of Gowrie, lord Lind- 

" Cald. ill. 157. 

fay. 
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BOOK fay, lord Boyd, the tutor of Glamk, the ddeft fon 
of lord Oliphant, with feveral barons and gentle^ 



'^*- men of diftin^ion, entered into a combination for 
that purpofe; and as changes in adminiftration, 
whkh, among poliihed nations, are brought about 
flowiy and fiiently, by artifice and intrigue, were 
in that rude age effeded fuddenly and by violence, 
the king's fituation, and the fecunty of the favour- 
ites, encouraged the confpirators to have imme- 
diate recourfe to force. 

James, after having reGded fprfoipe time in Athoi, 
where he enjoyed his favourite aniufement of hunt- 
ing, was now returning towards Edinburgh with a 
seisethe fmall traui. He was invited to Ruthven caflle, 
fon «'^'" which lay in his way ; and as he fufpefted no dan- 
Ruihven, ggr, he wept thither in hopes of further fport. 
The multitude of flrangers whom he found there 
gave him fom^ uncafmefs ; and as thofe who were 
in the fecret arrived every moment from different 
parts, the appearance of fo many new faces in* 
creafed his ^ars. He concealed his uneafinefs, 
however, with the utmoft care ; and next morning 
prepared for the field, expedlng to find there 
fome opportunity of making his efcape. But jufl 
as he was ready to depart, the nobler entered his 
tedchamber in a body, and prefented a memorial 
agalnfl the illegal and opprefTive a£tions of his two 
favourites, whom they reprefented as mpfl dan- 
gerous enemies to the religion and liberties of the 
nation. James, though he received this remon- 
ftraace with the complaifanqe which was neceflary 
in his prefent fituation, was extremely impa* 

dent 



OF SCOTLAND. 4t| 

tietit to be gone; but a$ he approached the door ^%f^ ^ 
of hii apartment, the tutor of Glanua rudely flop* w^ ,"^ 
ped him* The king complained, e;!tpQ(lulated9 *^^'* 
threatened, and finding all thefe whhout effe^ 
burft into tears : '^ No matter," faid Giamis fierce- 
ly, " better children weep than bearded men.'* 
Thefe words made a deep impreifion on the king's 
mind, and were never forgotten* The confpira- 
tors, without regarding his tears or indignation, dif* 
mifled fuch of his followers as they fufpeded ; al«. 
lowed none but perfons of their own party to have 
accefs to him ; and, though they treated him with 
great refped, guarded his perfon with the utmod; 
care. This enterprife is ufually called, by our 
hiftorians. The raid ofRuthven ^. 

L^NKox and Arran were aftonifiied to the laft commit 
degree at an event fo unexpected, and fo fatal tp ^[^aV* 
their power. The former endeavoured, but with* 
out fuccefs, to excite the inhabitants of Edinburgh 
to take arms in order to refcue their fovereign 
from captivity. The latter, with his ufual impe« 
tuofity, mounted on horfeback the moment he 
heard what had befolkn the king, and with a few 
followers rode towards ltuthven*.caftle ; and as a 
confiderable body of the confpirators, under the 
commwd of the earl of Mar, hiy in his way r^y 
to oppofe him, he feparated himfelf from his com- 
panions, and with two attendants arrived ait the 
gate of the caftle. At the fight of a man fo odious 
to his country, the indignation of the confpirators 
fok^ and inftant death muft have been the puniib- 

?^ CaU, ill. J34# Spotfw. 320. Mdv, 357. 
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ment of his rafhnefs, if the friendship of Gowric, 
or fmne other caufe not explained by our hifto- 
rians, had not faved a life fo pernicious to the 
kingdom. ' He was confined, however, to thtf caftle 
of Stirling, without being admitted into the king*s 
prcfcnce. 
Command Xhe king, though really the prifoner of his own 
leave the'' fubjefts, with whofe conduft he could not help 
kiDgdom. (jjfcQvering many fymptoms of difguft, was obliged 
to publifh a proclamation, fignifying his approba- 
tion of their enterprife, declaring that he was at 
full liberty, without any reftraint or violence offer- 
cd to his perfon ; and forbidding any attempt 
againft thofe concerned in the Raid of Ruthven^ 
under pretence of refcuing him out of their hands. 
At the fame time, he commanded Lennox to leave 
Attguft 18. Scotland before the twentieth of September *. 
Tbecoafpu SooN after, fir George Carey and Robert Bowes 
ieTanced^b; arrfv.ed as ambafTadors from Elizabeth. The pre- 
^uabeih. text of their embafTy was to inquire after the king*s 
fafety ; to encourage and countenance the confpi- 
rators was the real motive of it. By their intercef- 
fion, the carl of Angus, who, ever fince the death 
of his uncle Morton, had lived in exile, obtained 
leave to return. And the acceflion of a noble- 
man fo powerful and fo popular ftrengthened the 
fa^Hon '. 

Lennox, whofe amiable and gentle qualities had 
procured him many friends, and who received 
private affurances that the king's favour towards 
him was in no degree abated^ feemed refolved, at 

' Cald. iii. 155. ij8. *^ Ibid. iii. 152. 
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£rfl, to pay no regard to a command extorted by 
yioknce, and no Ids difagreeable to James, than 
it was rigorous with regard to himfelf. But the '-^'^ 
power of his enemies, who were mafters of the 
king's perfon, who were fecretly fupported by £li« 
zabeth, and openly applauded by the clergy, de« 
terred him from any enterprife, the fuccefs of 
which was dubious, and the. danger certain, both 
to himfelf and to his Toyereign. He put off the 
time of his departure, however, by various arti- 
fices^ in expectation either that James might make 
his efcape from the confpirators, or that fortune 
might prefent Come more favoui-able opportunity 
of taking arms for his relief. 

On the other hand, the confpirators were ex- Their ««. 
tremely folicitou^ not only to fecure the approba- pn>v^%r 
tion of their countrymen, but to obtain Ibme legal j^^f^'T 
fanSion of their enterprife* For this purpofe they vemionof 
publiflied a long declaration, containing the mo- 
tives which had induced them to venture on fuch 
an irregular ftep, and endeavoured to heighten the 
publiq indignation againd the favourites, by repre- 
fenting, in the flrongeft colours, their inexperience 
and infolence, their contempt of the nobles, their 
violation of the privileges of the church, and their 
oppreflion of the people. They obliged the king, 
who could not with fafety refuie any of their de- 
mands, to grant them- a remilTion in the mod 
ample form i;^ and not fatisfied with^ that, they ap- 
plied to the aflembly of the church, and eafily 
procured an a£l, declaring, " that they had done osttAmtp 
" good and acceptable feryice to God, to their 

** fovereign. 
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^ vf ^ " foverdgn, and to thdr native country >•* and re* 
^^-^^^ quiring all fmcere proteftants to Concur with theui 
*^'*- In carrying forward fuch a laudable enterprife. In 
order to add the greater weight to this ad, erery 
minifter was enjoined to read it in his own pulpit, 
and to infli£l the cenfures of the church on thofe 
wh6 fet themfelves in oppofition to fo good a 
caule. A convention.of eftates aflembled a few days 
after, pafied an aft to the fame effed, and granted 
full indemnity to the confpirators for every thing 
they had done ^ 
Ltniioxs James was conduced by them, firft to Stirling, 
from's'^1. And afterwards to the palace of Holyrood-houfe ; 
'*""*• and though he was received every where with the 

external marks of refpeft due to his dignity, his 
motions were carefully obferved, and he was under 
a reilraint no lefs ftrift than at the firft moment 
when he was feized by the confpirators* Lennox, 
after eluding many commands to depart out of the 
kingdom, was at laft obliged to begin his journey. 
He lingered, however, for fome time in the neigh* 
bourhood of Edinburgh, as if he had ftill in- 
tended to make fome effort towards reftoring the 
king to liberty. But dther from the gentlenefs of 
his own difpofition, averfe to bloodfhed and die 
diforders of civil war, or from fome other caufe 
unknown to us, he abandoned the deiign, and fet 
Dec la 6ut for France, by the way of England, llier kihg 
HTued the order for his departure with no le& rt- 
ludance than the duke obeyed it; and both mbum- 
cd a feparation, which ndther of them had power 
f Cal(Liii. 177. 187. 200. Spotfw. 32a. 

to 
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to prevent. Soon after his arriral in Frana, the ^^^^ 
fatigue of the journey, or the anguiih of his mind^ v^-i^v^ii^ 
threw him into a fever. In his laft moments he *^*' 
difcovered fuch a firm adherence to the proteftant 
faith, as fully vindicates his memory from the im- 
putation of an attachment to popery, with which 
he had been uncharitably loaded in Scotland "". A$ 
he was the carlicft, and befl beloved, he was, per- 
haps, the moft deferving, though not the mod 
able, of all Jameses favourites. The warmth and 
tendemefs of his mafter's afFeftion for him were not 
abated by death itfelf. By many adis of kind- 
nefs and gen-srofity towards his pofterity, the king * 
not only did great honour to the memory of Len- 
naxj bttt fet his own cbara^er in one of its mofl 
favourable points of view. 

The ftKccfs of the confpiracy which deprived huvy'^^^ 
James of liberty made great noife over all Eu- i^^£!mi."* 
rope, and at lad: reached the ears of Mary in 
the prifon to which flie was confined. As her own 
experience had taught her what injuries a captive 
prince is expofed to fuSer ; and as many of thofe 
who were now concerned in the enterprife 
againft her fon, were the fame perfons whom fhe 
conlidered as the chief authors of her own misfor* 
tunes, it vrvss natural for the tendemefs of a mother 
to apprehend that the fame calamities were ready to^ 
fall OB his head ; and fuch a profpe^l did not f^l 
of bidding to the diftrefs and horror pf her own 
&ui»tiaa. fo the anguifh of her hearty flie wrote 

' '^ Spotfw, 524. Cald. iii. 171. ' ' 
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to Elizabe^ complaining in the bittereft terms o^ 
the unsrecedented rigour with which fhe herfelf 
»582. had been treated^ and befeeching her not to aban- 
don her fon to the mercy of his rebellious fub- 
jefts } nor permit him to be involved in the fame 
misfortunts under which (he had fo long groaned. 
The peculiar vigour and acrimony of ftyle, for 
which this letter is remarkable, difcover both the 
high fpirit of the Scottifli queen, unfubdued by her 
fufFerings, and the violence of her indignation at 
Elizabeth's artifices and feverity. But it was ill 
adapted to gain the end which Ihe had in view, and 
accordingly it neith* procured any mitigation of 
the rigouf of her own confinement, nor ajiy inter- 
pofition in favour of the king **. 
i5?3- Henry III. who, though he feared and hated 

dorlani'Je thc prfnccs of Guifc, was often obliged to court 
I^riSg-"^*^ their favour, interpofed with warmth, in order to ex- 
^*- tricate James out of the hands of a party fo entirely 

devoted to the Englifli intereft. He commanded 
M. de la Motte Fenelon, his ambaffador at the 
court of England, to repair to Edinburgh, and to 
contribute his utmoft endeavours towards placing 
James in a fituation more fuitable to his dignity. 
As Elizabeth could not, with 'decency, refufe him 
liberty to execute this commiffion, fhe appointed 
Davifon to attend him into Scotland as her envoy, 
UQder colour of concurring with him in the n^o- 
ciation, but iii reality to be a fpy upon his motiens, 
and to obflru£l his fuccefs. JameS;, whole titl^ 

* Camd. 489. 
4 to 



t^tfee <at<fiwi had wt hkhmo bceti recogaifed by book 
a{iy of tbo prince^ oa the cdntineat, waa eK-> .^-,.^- 
^cntely fipod of fuch an hpnourable cmbaffy from *^*^ 
ibe Fiench iiiontoxihf and^ on that accourit^ as \ 
Wl aa for ^Xake of the errand on whith he 
(fiinfey. receivei Feaelon with great refpeft. The January 7. 
iiqbles in yuAiolc power the king was, did not 
])eKib.t)bit interpofition of the French court, which 
had lofigt IbA M ancient influence over the affairs 
of ScodAdf . The clergy were alarmed at the ^ui*- 
g^.t6; which, religioo would be expofed, if the 
prkfcea o^vQuifeihouH recover any afcendant over 
Aq pnbKciOburtcik. Though Ae king tried every 
inetbod for rcftraaiing them within the bounds 
of decency, they declaimed againft 'the court of 
France^ againft the princes of Ouife, againft the 
ambaflador^ againft entering into any alliance with 
(uqh notorious perfecutors of the ehurch of God, 
tith a vehemence which no regular govemmei^ 
vould now tdierate, but which was then extremely . 
common* The ambai^dor, watched by Davilbn^ 
diftrufied by the nobles, and expofed t4> the infulti 
of the clergy and of the people, returned' into 
England widiout {urocvring any change in the 
loiig's fituation, or receiving any anfwer to a pro« 
foM which he made^ that the government Ihould 
be earned nn in the joint names of James and the 
qtem Ilk mother ^ . 

At£AKVH£L£ James, though he diflembled with jam<^ 
gnsat ast, became every day ouM uneafy -under his of?he^han"dff 

oftbeconx 

^ Cald* ill. 207« Spet/ir* 3I4» ^ Murdio, 372, &c. .See Ipiraton, * 
hf^Gofihif No. XLIL 
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confinement; his uneaiinefs rendered him cofl' 
tinuaiiy attentive to find out a proper opportunity 
for making his efcape ; and to this attention be 
at laft owed his liberty, which the king of France 
was Hot able, nor the queen of England willing^ 
to procure for him. As the confpirators had 
forced Lennox out of the kingdom, and kept 
Arran at a diflance from couit, they grew fecore ; 
and imagining that time had reconciled the king 
to them, and to his iituation, they watched him 
with little care. Some occafions of difcord had 
arifen among themfelves ; and the Fvench ambaf- 
fador, by fomenting thefe during the time of his 
refidence in Scotland, had weakened the unien, in 
which alone their fafety confiiled ^ Colonel Wit 
liam Stewart, the commander of the band of gen* 
tlenien who guarded the king's perfon, being 
gained by James, had the principal merit in the 
June 27. f(Aeme for reftoring his mafter to liberty. Under 
pretence of paying a vifit to the earl of March, his 
grand-uncle, James was permitted to go from 
Falkland to St. Andrews. That he might not 
create any fufpicion, he lodged at firfl in an open 
defencelefs houfe in the town, but pretending a 
curiofity to fee the caftle, no fooner was he enter- 
ed with fome of his attendants whom he could 
truft, than colonel Stewart commanded the gates 
to be fhut, and excluded all the reft of his train. 
Next moramg the earls of Argyll, Huntly, Craw- 
ford, Montrde, Rothes, with others to whom the 

. J »: • 'Camd. 482. 

' fecrct 
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fecret had been commumcatedy entered the town 
with their followers ; and though Mar, with feve- 
ral of the leaders of the fa£lion, appeared in arms, '^^^' 
they found themfelves fo far outnumbered, that 
it was in vain to think of recovering pofleiTion of 
the king's perfon, which had been in their power 
fomewhat longer than ten months. James was 
vBaturally of fo foft and dudile a temper, that thofe 
who were near his perfon commonly made a deep 
impredion on his heart, which was formed to^ be 
under the fway of favourites. As he remained 
implacable and unreconciled to the confpirators 
during fo long a time, and at a period of% life 
when refentments are rather violent than lafling, 
they muft either have improved the opportunities ' 
of infinuating themfelves into Avour with little 
dexterity, or the indignation, with which this firft 
infult to his perfon and authority filled him, mnH 
have been very great. 
His joy at his efcape was youthful and exceffive. ?«fo'vei, 

TT «• 1 t • t 1 1 t • r /* X however, to 

He refolved, however, by the advice of fir James treat tbem 
Melvil, and his wifcft counfellors, to aft with the ^u^?"^** 
utmoft moderation. Having called into his pre- 
fence the leaders of both fmftbns, the neighbour^ 
ing gentry, the deputies of the adjacent boroughs, 
the minifters, anc' the heads of colleges, he de- 
clared, that although he had been held under re- 
(Ira&it for Ibmc time by violence, he would not 
impute that as a crinrie to any man, but, without 
remembering the iiM^larities which had been 
fo frequent dciring fais minority, would pafs a gene-* 
rat ad of oblivion, and govern all his fubjeds with 
£ e a undiitiu* 
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undiftingnUhing and equal a&£bion^ As tn en* 

dence of his fincerity, he vifited the earl of Gowrie 

*^^^' at Ruthven-caftk, and gramed him a full pardon 

of any guilt he had colitra^ted^ by the crime com'* 

mitted in that very place ^^ 

But Arran BuT James dkl flot adhere k>ng to this prudent 

afcendant and moderate plan. His former favotarite, the earl 

<Awna«} ^£ Arran, had been permitted for fome time to 

refide at Kinneil, one of his cotmtry feats.- As 

foon as the king felt himfetf at liberty^ his love for 

him began to revive, atid he exprefled a (trong 

defire to fee him. The courtiers violently oppofed 

the return of a minion, whofe infolent and over* 

bearing temper they dreaded, as much as the nation 

detefted his crimes. James, however^ continued 

his importunity, and promifing that he (bould eon-^ 

tinue with him no longer than one day, they were- 

obliged to yield. Thtt mterview rekitidled ancient 

affection } the king forgot his promifej Amn 

regained bis afcendant over him ; and, within a few 

days, refiiimed the exercife of power, with all the 

arrogance of an undeieii^ing favourite, and all the 

raflmeis peculiar to hiinfelf ^. 

and the king Thk firft cflFcft of bis influence was a proclama- 

another ^»^» w>* regard to thofe c(«cenied in the Raid of 

P^*°« Ruthveru They were required td acknowfedge 

their crime in the humblefi manner ; and tbe king 

promifed to gratit them a full pardoh, provided 

their future condud were fach as did notdbltge 

^m to remember paft mifearriages. The teoor 

; Mclv. %*j2. ^ Ibuj. t>74* ; 
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^f dns.proclamadon was extremely different from 
the ad of Qbiivion which the confpirators had been 
encouraged to exped. Nor did any of them 
jreckiP^ it.fafe to rely on a prdmife clogged with 
fuch ap equivocal f ondition^ and gran^ hy a ^ 
y<^% pripce imder the dominion gf a ni^nifler v^id 
of faith,, fegardiisfs of deeeficy, and tranlported by 
the. flefire of revenge eiv:enb^y<>ad the ufual ferocity 
of his temper. IVIany of ^he. leaders, who had j|t 
rfifft ^appeared openly at court, retired to their own 
jiojafes.} and, forefeeiog the dangerous itormwhf^ 
wa^ ga^hb^ing, began to look out for a retreat ip 
/w?ig»' countries *. ; ; 

Ep.i^4BETH, wjbio.^a^'all along pcoteiaed the mii^^iys 
£op[pifjitor$j was extremely difgufte4. wi^h raeafurqs [f beh\1f^ 
•jjvhich tended To yiiibly ta their ^^ftrudion, and J'^foJ:^"^^'' 
vrr^e to. the king a ^fc . and haughty letter, Auguft 7. 
r^jroacWng him> V^. -^ ftyl^ very unpommon 
aniopg. princes, wiih bre?c|)i of faith in jwalling 
Arrfi|i |o ^oujt, ^nd with imprudence in proceed- 
ing fo rlgorioufly pgainft l^$ befl: and moft faithfui 
XutgeQ;s^ . J^meSj.with a beconiing dignity, replied 
/thai pr<Giti^iffl| e^ftoftedijy violence, and condition}; 
yieldfidiou^ttff feVj^ejfe no longer binding, whp^ 
4thefe.wi^re,'f€moved; jthat it bpJoqgedita hinvajflp? 
to efeiifc^Wiliat u^inMUrt Ijr would emj^oy k^nhis 
feryicf ; w4 tjt^ttthiMgh h$ refolve4,;tQ tfipat, \h^ 
i:pnfpir^()r$ ?t Rutbyen with th^ utmo/l^Iej^^ency, 
|t WAS Bftcefll^ry, for t|ie f^pport of his autbprity^ 
iUMftivk an iiifiilt <)ii hsi§ perfon. ibaui4; not.paf^ 
jaUogeth^r ui^enfur€i4 ""rt . ' 

• f Mdt. ^8- :Spotfw.3Bdu. Cald. ill. 3.30. J }'^Mtiv..2jg^ 
'.j.^ ' E e 3 Elizabeth's 
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Elizabeth's letter was quickly foHowed by 
Walfingham her fecretary, whom (he appointed 
Sepl^K* her ambaffaiior to James, and who appeared at 
il^m^^lTci^ the Scottifh court with a fplendour and magfii- 
b^y into ficence well calculated to pleafe and dazzle a young 
prince. Walfingham was admitted to ieveral con- 
ferences with James himfelf, in which he infifted 
on the fame topics contained in the letter, and the 
king repeated his former anfwers. 
■^' After fuffering fcveral indignities from the 
'itrrogance of Arran and his creatures, he returned 
to England, without concluding any new treaty 
with the king. Walfmgham was,^ ne^t to Bur- 
leigh, the minifter on whom the chief weight of 
the Engliih adminiftration refted; and when a 
perfon of his rank ftept fo for out of the ordinary 
road of bufmefs, as to undertake t long journey in 
his old -age, and under a declining ftate of health, 
fonie alfeir of confequencc was fuppofed to be the 
caufe, or fome important event was expected to be 
the effed, of this meafure. But ;as nothing con- 
fpicuous either occafioned or followed this embafly, 
it is probable that Elizabeth had no other int^totion 
in employing this fagacious minifter^ than to 
difcover, with exa£lnefs, the capacity and dif- 
pofition of the Scottifli king, iitrho was now ar- 
rived at a time of life when, with ibme degree 
of certainty, conjetlures might he formed concern- 
ing his charader and future conduct. As James 
poflfelTed talents of that kind, which make a better 
figure in converfation than in action, he gained 
a great deal by this inteihriew with the Englifh 

i fecretary, 
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feoretary, who, noCwithftanding the cold reception 
which be met with, gave fuch an advantageous- 
reprefentation of his abilities, as delrrmined £li« '^^^* 
zabeth to treat bim^ henceforward, with greater 
decency and refped^ 

Elizabeth's eageroefs to protect the confpi- 
rators rendered James more violent in his proceed- 
ings againft them. As they had all refufed to 
accept of pai:don upon the terms which he had 
offered, they were required^ by a new proclama- 
deny to furrender themfelves prifoners. The earl 
of Angus alone complied ; the reft either fled into 
England, or obtauned the king's licence to retire 
into foreign parts. A convention of eflates was 
held, the members of which, deceived by an un- 
worthy artifice of Arran's, declared thofe con- 
cerned in the Raid of Ruthv^n. td have been guilty 
of high tfeafon ; appointed the ad pafled laft year 
approving of their condud to be expunged out of 
the records ; and engaged ^o fupport the king 
in profecuting the fugitives with the utnioft rigour 
of law. 

The confpirators^ though far from having done 
any thing that was uncommon in that age, among 
mutinous ' nobles, and under an unfettled flate of 
government, raufl be acknowledged to have been 
.guilty of an ad of treafon againfl their foyereign ; 
and James, who confidered cheir condud in this 
light, had good reafoi;! to boafl of his clemency, 
when he offered to pardon them upon their con* v 

' MelF. 293. Cald. iii. 258. Jcbb, iL 556. 
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^^^^ fdHng thdr crime. But^ on die other hand, tt 
v-^'^ muft be allowed that, nftqr the Mi^3 TOlulilary 
*^^^* promife of ;|| g^eral oblivion^ tbdy had foiDGKat 
fqn to complain of breach of fidth, and^ ^vitbout 
the moft unpar4onabIe impri^deiiod, oootd not 
hjiv^ put their liyes in Atrstti''^ power^ 
15^4* Th^ interefl: c^ the church wa^ ^^^fidenbly 
^voJ'rlhf affected by thefe contiury reyoIudoM. While die 
confpiratoi^ kept pofiiifibn of p^^^r, {the clergy 
fiot only recovered^ but ext^nd^, thieh* ^rmleges. 
As they had fortfieriy declared the htemiFchy lo b^ 
unla'wful, they took (bitie Md fti^tifiireg towards 
exte^mmating the epiR:of^al ord^dr out of die 
chuix:h ; atid it "tvz^ o^ipg more to Ada^mfon^i^ diest* 
terityin perptesing and lengthening out thepror 
cefs for that putpofe, t}^n^ to theh* own w^ant of 
^eal, that they did POt deprive, and petliaf^ estt 
cominiimcate, all the bi(hop$ in ScotUnd, When 
the king recovered 4u8 IJiDerty, thiiigs put«)Q ^ 
very diiSFermt afped. The favour bellowed upoi^ 
Arran, the <enetny of every thing decent -und 
facred, and the rigorous profecution of thofe nobles 
ivho had \ken the moft szejiloas defenders ^: the 
}^oteftant csiufe, were confidered 4is itn-e: pi^j3(g^ 
of the apptoach'ing roin of t5ie ch^irch. The d^gy 
could not donceal the^r afprehenfidns^ nw ^'w 
this impenii^ng danger m fiktice* $>rufy, "who hftd 
.][>een reftored *to hit office as onadf the miniftei^ 
.of '£dibbux^b, bpenly applaiiddd the Ha^ tf 
Ruthvm in the. pdpit, at wliichtfaeJ^ngwas bx 
^nraged, that, notwithftanding feme fymptoms of 
Yi^ fubmiffiop, he comtniinded him to refign his 

(:harge 
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eha«ge m the dry. Mt. Andrew MfclvB^ being ^^9^ 
fiimmonQd befdoe tbe |>]i7y couAcilt :to aafwer hx ' -seer ^ 'rs^ 
tlrt doairiae which he had .utter# ii a fefmo^ 91: '^^^ 
St Ahdrefws, rand acetifed bf cbmpariog the pi^ 
iefkt grievances of the natictti inAi thofei under 
Jambs III. and of imimadiig obliquely that th^y 
ought to.be iedrefled in the lame maluler^ (hQugti^ 
h incufari»id: oa hitd; toibdiave with gre&t. firm- 
nek. He declined the jidiidi^i6ii*of a civH cpurt, . 
mat OffoSt TKihidh he xnaintidned^to be purefy'jeccle- 
fiaftical ; tbi ptefbytery, bf whlohr be was^ i metsh 
ber^ had^ as he cQeiosadgA^ the.fiie right to call 
him fo account ifor woikis^^^c^ti in th^ {}u}]Ht; 
;ind* neither the king itor^couQell could jiid;^^ ia 
the £fft idtaace, o£ftbe doanse del^ve^ed by 
preachers, without yiolating the jiamuniities of tjie 
church. This exen^ptioR.ffrom.^iviil jurifijiaicia 
was a privilege which, the popifli ^clefiafticfe ad- 
mirable judges^ of whatever; eoiitributed to increafe 
ihe*luftre or power of theif body, had :b^g 
iftniggicd far, and had at laft ; obtained. If the 
jEame plea had now be«& ad^^ted^. the proteftant 
clergy would have beeonae independent on th^ 
^il magiftrate ; and an order of men extremely 
ufefol torfociety, white ihey ;ino»lcate . Uw^fe /du- 
ties which; jtehd to protoote iij^ bappiaefr ^^ai^ 
tranquillity, tfaight hafve'beeoirte nb lefe pernieiou;», 
by t«tchtng^ withc)ut fear^Ior cowjpul, the';moft 
jdai^jerous principles, toi$ .. fey e^dtiag thdr. h^r^ rip 
4Q the moft. ddperate anrf Jl^fc^l^fe ad^s* r^^he 
king, jealous to excefs of his prerogative, was 
planned at ti|is. daring endroachment vn it ; and as 

Melvil, 
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BOOR Melvily by his learning and zeal, had acquired iht 
sjti^Ai,^ reputation and authority o( head of the party, be 
'5»4« refolved to ptaMk bim with the rigour which that 
pre-eminence rendered neceffary, and to diicou* 
ragcj by a timely feverity, the revival of fuch a 
dangerous claim. Melvil, however, avoided his 
rage, by flying into England ; and the pulpits 
refounded with complaints that the king had ex« 
tingutfhed the light of ieaming in the kingdom, 
and deprived the church of the ableft and moft 
^ithful guardian of its liberties and difeiplixie "^^ 

These violent declamations of the clergy 
^gainft the meafures of tiie couit were extremely 
acceptable to the pec^le. The confpiratoi;s, 
though driven but of the kingdom, ^iil pofiefled 
great influence there ; and as they had everf thing 
to fear firom the refentment of a young prince, 
irritated by the furious councils of Arran, they 
never ceafed foliating their adherents td take arms 
in their defence. Gowrie, the only perfon among 
them who had fubmittei to the king, and accepted 
of a pardon, foon repented of a ftq> which loft 
him the efteem of one party, without gaining the 
confidence of the other ; and, after fuflFering inany 
mortifici^ons from the king's negled and the 
haughtinefs of Arran, be was at lad commanded 
to leave Scotland, and to reiide in France. 
iWhile he waited at Dundee for an opportunity 
to embark, he was informed that the earls of 
Angus, Mar, and the tutor of Glamis, had con- 

• Spotfw. 330. Cald. iii, 304. 
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coted a fcheme for furprifmg the caftle of Stir- book 
ling!. la his fituation, Uctle perfaaiion was necef*- w^ -^ 
fary to draw him to ei[^age in it. Under vaj'ious '^^^ 
{iretexts he put off his voyage, and lay ready to 
take arms on the day fixed by the confpirators for 
the execution of their enferprife. His lingering 
fi> long at I>iiidee, without any apparent reaibn, 
awakened the fufpicion of the court, proved fatal 
to himfelf, and dilappointed the fuccefs of the 
confpiracy. Ck>lonel William Stewart liirrounded 
the houfe where he lodged with a body of foU 
diers, and, in fpite of his refUbnce, took him 
prifoner. Two days after, Angus, Mau*, aind 
Glamis feized the cafUe of Stirling, and ereiQii^ 
their (landard there, ^publifhed a manifeflo, de>* 
daring that they. took arms for no other reafoo 
^but to remove from the king's prefence a mizuon 
who had acquired power by the moft unworthy 
adions, and who exercifed it with the mofl in- 
tolerable infolence. The account of Cowrie's 
imprifonment flruck a damp upon their fpirits* 
They imputed it to treachery on his part, an4 
fufpeded, that as he had formerly deferted, he 
had now betrayed them. At the fame time 
Elizabeth having neglefted to fupply them ia 
due time with a fum of money, which ftte 
had.promifed to them,, and thdir friends and 
vafTals coming in flowly, they appeared irre- 
fblute and difheartened ; and as the king, wh^ 
a£ted with great vigour, advanced towards them 
at the head of twenty thoufand men, they fled 
precipitately towards England, anil with difficulty 

2 made 
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made their efcape \ This . rafli and feeble ^miapt 
prodticed fuch eSed^ as ufually follow difappoi^tel 
*5^4- conlptracies. It not only faturt theicaufe for wbkh 
ft uras undertakeu,, but added: ftrength and vefHir 
tation to the king ; cd^i^grmed Anran's power ; and 
.enabled thefai to. ^uifue dieir meaixires tritfar mote 
i^oldnefs .nd giii^atai: fuocds^. G6mxic visas the firfi: 
VicUni of tl^eir tve&Btinent.; 'After, a ^viery informal 
trials a jury rif p6er^ found Itiin guilty of treafoo, 
anid he was pid)licly befaeadediai: ScMing^ 
A*^ HiV ' ^^ 'hntohle the chuBch was 4he isiagH ncxe^.ftep, 
memMd. But a&^t b^caaie. neceflkry^ foruhis purpofe, to 
isali iuthi aid .o£ th^ l^giilatire audicrity, a parlia- 
ifiBtit»iv2^aha(tily:&(miiioned:;a2id while fo maay 
of-the hdaiin. were babUbed -out of the kingdon, 
W forbidden to appear in' the .kihg^5 prcfence \ 
wfaife Arran's has^tinels kept fone at a diftance, 
{md intimidated others ; the n^ e^ng confifted only 
f£ fuch as were abfoluteiy at the devotion qf 
Severe laws ^^ couTt. In Order to. conceal the Laws which 
clurch. ^ '\Mcw fmming from the. knowledge of the clergy, 
khe lords of the articles were fwotn to fecrecy; 
;aii4 v^hea fome of the miniilers, who either f^T* 
^efibed or. w«re informed of the dangier, depute4 
'One of their nuh^ber to decbre their apprebeniions 
t^ the kingy: be was ieized at tfap pailarce-gate, an4 
idrried to a di&am prifon^ Pthers, attenipting to 
-entier the parliament-hpnfe) were refuied fidmitt 
f ante " ^ and ifach laws wtre paffed^ as totally crefi: 

' ^ Home's Pjil, of Houfe of Doqgl 376. gROt^w. 33^! 
'i^aldertt'* iii. 524/ ^c. . " ' ' . 
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tiinied the iioaftitution and difcipfine of the church*. 
The Ticfufing to acknowledge the jurifdi6Hon of 
the privy council; the pretending aiv exemption Maf:u. 
from the authority of the citil courts ; the attempt^ 
ing to diminiih the rights ahd privileges of any of the 
three efiates in parliament, were declared to be high 
treafon. The holding aflemblies^ whether civil or 
ecclefiaAical, without the king^s permiilion or ap- 
pointment ; the uttering, either privately or pub- 
licly, in fermons or in declamations, any falfe and 
fcandalous refx^rts againft the king, his anceftors^ 
or minifters, were pronounced Capital crimes p. ' 
• When thefe laws were publiffied at the crofs of 
Edinburgh, according to the ancient cuftom, Mr. 
Robert Pont, minifter of St. Cuthbert's and one of 
the lords, of feflion, folemnly protefted againft 
them, in the name of his brethren, becaufe they 
had been pafled without the knowledge or confent 
of the church. Ever fince the Reformation, the 
pulpits andfcclefiaflical judicatories had both been 
efteemed facred. In the former, the clergy had 
been accuftomed to cenfure and admonifli with 
unbounded liberty. Ih the latter, they exercifed 
an uncontrolled and independent jurifdiction. The 
blow was now aimed at both- thefe privileges* Thefe 
new ftatutes were calculated to render church-^ 
men as inconfiderable as they were indigent : and 
as the avarice of the nobles had ftripped them of 
the wealthy the king's ambition was about to de- 
prive them of the power, which once belonged to 

» P«rl. SJac.VI. 
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HOOK their order. No wonder the alarm was univerfaL 
%^/~n_f aad the complaints loud. All the mmifters of 
»5^4- Edinburgh *forfook their charge, and fled into 
England. The moil eminent clergymen through- 
out the kingdom imitated their example. Defla- 
tion and aftonifliment appeared in every part of 
the Scottiih church ; the people bewailed the lofs 
of paftors whom they efteemed ; and, full of con- 
fternation at an event fo unexpected, openly ex- 
prefled their rage againft Arran, and began to fuf- 
pe& the king himfelf to be an enemy to the re- 
formed religion *'. 

-» Spotfwr. 333. 
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